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The Beginnings of the Conquest of the New World: 

Native Americans, European Expansion, and Spanish Conquest 

 
I. Pre-Columbian Native America 

A. The land bridge (Beringia)  

1. There is evidence people began arriving in the Americas 30,000 years ago, perhaps 

earlier    

2. Around 10,000 B.C., an ice age occurred 

a. ↓ temperature  ↓ water level  

b. Enabled people to cross a land bridge from Siberia (Northeast Asia) to 

Alaska over what is today the Bering Strait 

3. These people soon spread all over the New World from the Arctic Circle to the 

southern tip of Argentina 

4. End of the Ice Age  

a. ↑ temperature  ↑ water level  

b. When the water level rose and the Native Americans were essentially 

stranded and isolated with no contact with the Old World (Europe, Asia, 

and Africa)  

c. The Ice Age also impacted the geography of North America- Ex: the 

advancing and retreating glaciers created the Great Lakes  

5. Discrepancies with the Land Bridge 

a. It is just as likely that settlers took boats along the coast in the short distance 

between Northeast Asia and North America 

b. Artifacts have been carbon-dated to before this period as far away as the 

Carolinas 

B. The cultural diversity of the Native Americans 

1. Because the Native Americans had to adapt to different environments, a variety of 

languages and cultures developed  

a. Hundreds of tribes 

b. At least 375 distinct languages by 1492 

c. This cultural diversity later hindered any attempts to unite and join forces 

against the Europeans 

2. It is unclear how many lived in the Americas when Columbus arrived  

a. Estimates have that number as high as 75 million, or even 100+ million  

3. Did develop extensive trade networks among each other  

a. Ex: goods from Mexico have been found in the Mississippi River Valley  

b. These networks will become even more important when European goods 

are introduced  

C. Lack domesticated animals    

1. No horses, cattle, pigs, goats, sheep, etc. 

2. Did have dogs, llamas, alpacas, and turkeys  

3. Not only do these animals produce food, but they also provide horsepower 

4. Interestingly the Native Americans had exterminated many large mammal species, 

some of whom could have been domesticated, several centuries before the 

Europeans’ arrival  

a. “Pleistocene Overkill” 

b. Ex: saber tooth tigers and woolly mammoths, and ironically a species of 

horse  

D. Native Americans of North America 

1. Less sophisticated civilizations than those that developed in Meso and South 

America 

2. More hunter-gathering and basically small-scale farming 

a. Three-sister farming 

1) Corn (maize), squash, and beans 
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2) The crops form a symbiotic relationship that increases productivity 

and soil fertility  

3) Corn was the most important crop- especially to the civilizations of 

Mexico 

b. Therefore do not develop many large and sophisticated civilizations but 

some areas were relatively densely populated  

3. Mound Builders in the Mississippi Valley 

a. The Hopewell Civilization (the Mississippians); also known as the Adena  

b. Construction of massive earthen mounds  

1) Ex: the Great Serpent Mound in southern Ohio 

2) Perhaps inspired by Meso America  

c. Cahokia  

1) Near present-day East St. Louis; around 30,000 lived there 

2) The largest of the mounds was more than 100 feet tall and covered 

15 acres 

3) By 1350 the city had been abandoned  

4. Eastern Woodland Indians 

a. The Iroquois Confederation 

1) Seneca, Onondaga, Oneida, Cayuga, Mohawks and later the 

Tuscarora nations  

2) These tribes agreed not to make war on each other, historians are 

not clear how and why it formed  

3) Alliance was known as the Covenant Chain with New York and 

later Great Britain  

4) Especially strong in New York  

5) Founded by Hiawatha and Handsome Lake  

6) Most powerful of the Eastern Woodlands Indians until the 

Revolutionary War; the most important tribe in the European 

colonial competition between France, England, and the 

Netherlands  

7) Typically sided with the English versus their mortal enemies the 

Huron who were allied with the French  

8) Some of its political organization actually influenced early colonial 

political developments, ex- the Great Law of Peace   

b. Huron 

c. Algonquin 

d. Powhatan 

Confederacy 

(Virginia)  

e. Massachusetts 

f. Narragansetts  

g. Pequots  

5. The “Five Civilized Tribes” of the Southeast 

a. Cherokee 

b. Chickasaw 

c. Choctaw 

d. Creek 

e. Seminole  

6. The Plains Indians  

a. Comanche 

b. Sioux 

c. Kiowa 

d. Cheyenne 

e. Arapaho 

7. Tribes of the Southwest 

a. Hohokam: ancient peoples  

b. Cliff dwellers such as the Anasazi who disappeared and were later replaced 

by the Pueblos (ex: at Chaco Canyon)  

c. Navajos 

d. Apaches 

8. Tribes of the Pacific Coast 

a. Chinook b. Yurok  
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9.   Tribes in Texas 

a. Kiowa 

b. Comanche 

c. Caddo 

d. Karankawa 

e. Waco 

f. Wichita  

E. The splendid civilizations of Meso and South America 

1. Mayas- Central America and Mexico 

a. Great advances in astronomy and mathematics  

b. Developed the concept of zero 

2. Aztecs- Mexico 

3. Incas 

a. South America (Andes Mountains- ex: Peru) 

b. Grew potatoes and quinoa 

c. Great engineers and road builders  

 

 

II. Cultural Differences Between Europeans and Native Americans 

 

 Europeans Native Americans 

Religion 

Christianity (monotheistic) 

 

Strong missionary spirit; often  

condescending toward non-Christians  

Polytheistic  

 

Animism: worship of spirits in the natural 

world  

 

 

Land 

ownership and 

money  

Have a strong concept of landownership 

and private property 

 

Money is to be accumulated; wealth is to 

be achieved  

 

No concept of land ownership or private 

property, the land “belongs” to all 

 

Wampum (basically shells) were a form of 

currency among Eastern Woodlands 

Indians, Europeans were astounded at their 

hospitality and willingness to share  

 

 

Views on 

nature 

Nature is be used for man’s benefit, often 

believe the Indians are not “using” the 

land. The English especially have a sense 

they must tame the wilderness  

 

Hold a great deal of respect and reverence 

for nature 

 

The view of domesticated animals is very 

different (ex: hogs are a huge nuisance)  

 

 

 

 

Warfare 

European warfare was very brutal and 

destructive; experience from fighting 

each other and the Crusades  

 

Fight very dirty, will destroy villages and 

kill women and children if necessary 

 

 

Conflicts between Native Americans are 

long lasting but have few casualties- fight 

more for individual honor than destroying 

the enemy (ex: the Sioux practice 

“counting coup”)  

 

Later “mourning wars” to take captives 

will be fought to replenish tribal losses 

from war and disease  
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Pace of life 

Europeans are constantly in a hurry and 

working- influenced by capitalism and 

Christianity 

 

Often view the Indians as lazy and idle  

A much more laid-back society. A French 

priest remarked: “They are never in a 

hurry. Quite different than us who can 

never do anything without hurry and 

worry; worry, I say because our desire 

tyrannizes us and banishes peace from our 

action.”  

 

An Englishman in Virginia (1612): “We 

found only an idle, improvident, scattered 

people, ignorant of the knowledge of gold, 

or silver, or any commodities; and careless 

of anything but living from hand to 

mouth.” 

 

 

 

Technology 

Major technological advantage over the 

Native Americans 

   - Ex: steel weapons, gunpowder, armor,  

     maritime technology, etc.  

 

Have limited technology, especially in 

comparison to the Europeans.  

    - Ex: have the wheel toys in   

      Mesoamerica but do not use it in a   

      practical way.  Indians could have  

      never sailed to Europe.  

 

 

 

Role of Women 

Patrilineal society- male-dominated More likely to matrilineal- women 

dominated much more than the Europeans 

and different roles (ex: Native American 

women worked in the fields and did not 

understand why English men did 

“women’s work”)  

 

Result of these differences Europeans often misunderstood and condescendingly looked down upon 

Native Americans: the Europeans see the Native Americans as heathens and savages 

 

III. Europe: Coming out of Its Shell 

A. Europe in the Middle Ages 

1. For approximately 1,000 years Europe had been a backwards place from the fall of 

Rome (about 500) to the Renaissance (1500s) 

2. The Muslim world and China were actually more advanced at this time 

3. Very introverted- not interested in the rest of the world 

4. Relatively few major technological or philosophical developments 

a. Part of this period was known as the “Dark Ages” 

b. Ended with the developments of the Renaissance  

c. Europe consisted of several small kingdoms  

B. Growing European interest in the outside world  

1. The Crusades 

a. European Christians attempted to seize the Holy Land from the Muslims 

b. Accentuated the idea that non-Christians are infidels who are enemies of 

Christianity  

c. Encountered exotic Eastern (China and India) goods while in the Middle 

East such as sugar and spices 

2. Desire for exotic Eastern goods like spices and perfumes 

a. Cloves, nutmeg, cinnamon, etc.  

b. The problem was that Muslim middlemen made the overland trade routes 

unprofitable (↑ prices) 
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c. Marco Polo’s travels to China in the 1300s made Europeans even more 

curious and to desire these goods 

3. Desire for wealth  

a. Ex: gold and trade opportunities 

b. Viewpoint that the world’s wealth is finite and you must get yours before 

someone else does  

4. Missionary spirit 

a. The desire to convert non-Christian “heathens” to Christianity  

b. Christians, especially Catholics, sought to convert non-Christians  

1) Franciscan, Jesuit, and Dominican missionaries 

5. Development of stronger nation-states  

a. Capital (money) to finance colonial expeditions  

b. No coincidence when European governments became stronger they 

embarked on colonial adventures  

1) Ex: unification of Spain under Ferdinand and Isabella funded 

Columbus’ voyage  

2) Ex: England started colonizing once a powerful monarch was in 

place (Elizabeth I) 

6. Improved maritime technology  

a. The caravel: an ocean-going ship that could sail against the wind with large 

triangular (lateen) sails  

b. Better navigation techniques (ex: the astrolabe)  

c. Improved understanding of geography  

7. The Renaissance 

a. “Rebirth” of Greek and Roman learning and art  

b. Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, and Donatello  

c. Boom of technology and curiosity about the world  

d. Italian city-states such as Venice, Florence, Milan, and Genoa developed 

extensive trading networks  

e. The invention of the printing press and moveable type by Johan Gutenberg 

allowed for the rapid spread of information and ideas  

 

IV. The First European Colonial Powers: Spain and Portugal  

A. Both Spain and Portugal shared similar characteristics but were competitors 

1. Known as the Iberian Powers because of their shared location on the Iberian 

Peninsula  

2. Catholic faith 

3. Maritime powers 

B. Portugal 

1. Prince Henry the Navigator 

a. Developed the caravel 

b. Established a school for mariners 

c. Encouraged the exploration of the African coast  

2. Emphasized sailing east around Africa to get to India and the Orient 

a. 1487: Bartholomeu Dias: sailed around the tip of Africa (Cape of Good 

Hope) 

b. 1498: Vasco da Gama reached India by sailing around Africa  

3. Pedro Álvares Cabral  

a. Explored the coast of Brazil in 1500 

b. Solidified the Portuguese claim to Brazil  

4. Very interested in Africa 

a. Gold 

b. Ivory 

c. Slaves 

C. Spain 

1. The Reconquista 
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a. The Moors (Muslims) had controlled Spain for more than 700 years  

b. The Spanish expelled the Moors in the early 1490s when Ferdinand and 

Isabella married and unified two important regions of Spain (Castile and 

Aragon) 

c. Created an ambitious warrior class known as hidalgos who would later 

make good conquistadors  

2. This stronger nation-state was able encourage large expeditions 

a. Before Columbus’s voyage, the Spanish subjugated the Guanche people on 

the Canary Islands much like they would later do to the Native Americans 

b. Columbus’ expedition  

c. Ferdinand Magellan’s voyage around the world (1519-1522) 

1) 1
st
 to circumnavigate the globe 

2) Only 18 of the 260 sailors returned to Spain 

3) Magellan himself was killed but his expedition accomplished an 

amazing feat and brought back valuable information 

D. Treaty of Tordesillas (1494) 

1. Portugal was primarily interested in Africa (slaves) whereas Spain eyed the New 

World  

2. Pope Alexander VI did not want two Catholic powers potentially fighting over the 

New World so he drew an imaginary line (line of demarcation) dividing the world  

a. Spain received everything west of the line (the Americas) 

b. Portugal east of the line (Africa) 

3. Brazil  

a. They did not realize the line of demarcation passed through Brazil which 

juts out into the Atlantic Ocean  

b. The reason why Brazil is the only Latin American country to speak 

Portuguese and not Spanish 

 

V. Christopher Columbus 

A. Was Columbus the first to “discover” the Americans?  

1. The Vikings (Norse) were actually the first to “discover” the New World in the 

1000s 

a. Eric the Red and Leif Ericsson  

b. Short-lived settlement in New Foundland at L’Anse Aux Meadows 

c. Called the area “Vinland” because of the numerous grapes in the region  

d. Word did not spread of their achievement because there was no printing 

press (Johannes Guttenberg-1450s) 

2. Some believe the Chinese arrived at the Pacific Coast in the 1420s  

3. It is also possible English fisherman were fishing off the coast of New Foundland 

(Canada) before Columbus   

a. Cod- very valuable fish 

b. Would they want to reveal their prime fishing areas?  

c. But no solid proof  

B. Columbus’ plan to get to China and the Indies  

1. Unlike the Portuguese, Columbus believed it would be easier to sail west  

2. Initially rejected by the Portuguese before Ferdinand and Isabella decided to partially 

finance his voyage  

3. Believed the world was quite smaller despite the fact the Ancient Greeks had 

accurately calculated the circumference of the Earth (Columbus did NOT believe the 

Earth was flat) 

C. Columbus’ first voyage 

1. Sailed on three ships: the Niña, Pinta, and Santa María  

2. The men were becoming mutinous as they sailed in uncharted waters  

3. Fortunately for Columbus he sighted land on October 12
th

 approximately the same 

distance he thought Asia was located 
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a. But it was the Americas and not the Indies (the Spice Islands- such as 

present-day Indonesia)  

b. This is why Columbus called the indigenous peoples he encountered 

“Indians”, a term that still sticks despite being grossly inaccurate 

D. Columbus’ discovery  

1. Columbus sailed to the New World four times 

2. He died believing he had reached Asia 

3. Amerigo Vespucci  

a. In the early 1500s denied the land mass was Asia but a new world- Mundo 

Novus  

b. This is where the name “America” comes from and the “New World” 

E. Is Columbus a great man? Should we celebrate a “Columbus Day?”  

 

VI. The Conquistadores 

A. General characteristics 

1. Very cutthroat- ruthless individuals from the hidalgo class 

2. Many were lower-class with few chances in Spain  

3. Many came from a rough area of Spain known as the Estremadura  

4. A volatile bunch because they had so much to gain and little to lose  

B. The 3 G’s 

1. Gold 

a. The Conquistadors took great risks and their lives for the opportunity to 

strike it rich  

b. Cortés to the Aztecs: “I and my compatriots suffer from a disease of the 

heart which can only be cured with gold.” 

c. The Native Americans could not understand the European’s desire for gold 

d. One Aztec’s account of the Spaniards’ lust for gold- “(the Spanish) picked 

up the gold and fingered it like monkeys, they seemed to be transplanted by 

joy, as if their hearts were illuminated and made new…Their bodies swelled 

with greed and their hunger was ravenous. They hungered like pigs for that 

gold.” 

2. Glory 

a. Many of the conquistadors came from the lower middle class and this was a 

way for them to gain glory and wealth in otherwise a society with little 

social mobility  

b. This was especially true after early conquistadors, such as Cortés, were 

successful  

3. God 

a. Conquistadors were often followed by priests who established missions to 

convert the indigenous peoples 

b. Spanish missions in Texas (ex: San Antonio) 

c. Franciscan friars organized missions in California (ex: Junipero Serra) 

d. Requiremento: forced Indians to convert or face death  

4. Bernal Días, who served with Cortés, summed up what being a conquistador was all 

about: “To serve God and His Majesty, to give light to those who are in darkness, 

and to grow rich as men desire to do.”  

C. Cortés and the Conquest of the Aztecs 

1. The Aztecs 

a. The Aztecs had a splendid civilization in Mexico who were warlike and 

known for their human sacrifices to satisfy the gods  

b. Tenochtitlán: fabulous capital city 

1) Massive pyramids 

2) Very clean and orderly  

3) Bernal Díaz: “These great towns and pyramids arising from the 

water, all made of stone, seemed like an enchanted vision from the 
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tale of Amadis. Indeed, some of our soldiers asked whether it was 

not all a dream.”  

4) Cortés: “In Spain there is nothing to compare to it.” 

2. Cortés was able to enlist the help of local enemies of the Aztecs 

a. Many were anxious to finally get payback on the Aztecs 

b. Malinche 

1) Translator who was invaluable to Cortés’ expedition  

2) Today, the word malinchista in Mexico means a betrayer, a traitor 

to your own people  

3. Aztec response to the Spanish 

a. The Aztecs perhaps mistook Cortés as a light-skinned god, Quetzalcoatl, 

who would coincidentally arrive from the east 

b. Undecided whether to wipe the Spanish out or greet them  

c. The Aztecs actually invited the Spanish into Tenochtitlán 

4. Spanish victory  

a. The Spanish utilized ruthless tactics, tricking and killing Moctezuma 

b. Destruction of Tenochtitlán- the site of Tenochtitlán became Mexico City 

c. The Spanish won primarily because of an invisible killer: disease 

5. Cortés became a fabulously rich man and the idol of future conquistadors because he 

hit a grand slam on Spain’s first major attempt 

 

D. Vasco Núnez da Balboa 

1. First European to see the Pacific Ocean from the New World (1513) 

2. But he did so at the narrowest width of the American continent: the Panamanian 

isthmus  

3. Europeans came away with the mistaken belief that the American continents were 

narrow and that a waterway must exist connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 

(the elusive “Northwest Passage”) 

E. Pizarro and the Conquest of the Incas 

1. The Incas 

a. Lived in the South America in the Andes Mountains, present-day Peru, 

Bolivia, and Chile 

b. Potatoes and quinoa  

c. Excellent engineers with 23,000 miles of roads through the mountains 

d. Also apparently performed successful brain surgery 

e. Led by Atahualpa  

2. Like Cortés, Pizarro conquered a mighty civilization with ease 

a. Fortunately the Incas had been at civil war with each other  

b. An outbreak of smallpox devastated the Incas 

c. Pizarro’s force consisted of only 168 men and 62 horses  

3. The Spanish enslaved the Incas and forced them to work in the mines 

F. Conquistadors of present-day United States  

1. Ponce de León  

a. Searched for the elusive Fountain of Youth in Florida (1513) 

b. Though unsuccessful, he did spark interest in establishing a Spanish 

settlement in Florida  

2. Cabeza de Vaca 

a. Part of Narváez’s disastrous expedition in Florida which attempted to return 

to Mexico by creating crude boats  

b. While sailing from Florida to Mexico he shipwrecked off the coast of Texas 

(1528) 

c. Enslaved by the Karankawa Indians until he and his slave Esteban 

convinced them they possessed healing powers  

d. Walked across Texas and northern Mexico after escaping captivity  

e. Brought back stories of cities made of gold further to the north 

3. Hernando de Soto  
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a. Had been with Pizarro in Peru 

b. Explored the southeastern United States (1539-1542) 

c. First European to have contact with the Mississippi River  

d. When he died, his soldiers dumped his body in the Mississippi River so the 

Indians would not know that he was a mere mortal  

4. Francisco Coronado  

a. Inspired by Cabeza de Vaca’s tales Coronado’s expedition traveled through 

the American Southwest searching for the fabled Seven Cities of Gold 

(1540-1542) 

b. First went to Cíbola (present-day New Mexico) to find it was not made of 

gold  

c. Then the locals told him to go to Quivera (present-day Kansas) only to find 

there was no gold there either  

d. Helped secure Spain’s claim to what will later be Texas 

5. Juan de Oñate  

a. Established mines in New Mexico in 1598 

b. This would lay the foundation for Santa Fe (1609)  

G. Conquistadors and Spanish rule brought death and destruction wherever they went  

1. Enslaved the Native Americans  

a. Encomiendas 

1) Permits to extract labor from the Native Americans; little better 

than slavery  

2) In return, the encomendero was supposed to “protect” his people 

and convert them to Christianity  

3) Ex: mining for minerals (gold and silver) 

4) Criticized by Bartolomé de Las Casas 

b. Saw the Native Americans as expendable so they were treated horribly  

2. Disease 

3. Violence for the sadistic sake of violence 

a. Ex: unleashing attack dogs such as bull mastiffs on the Indians  

4. Establishment of missions  

5. The Pueblo Revolt (1680s) 

a. The Pueblos rebelled when the Spanish disrespected their ways and 

enslaved them  

b. Led by El Popé, urged different groups who were angry at the Spanish  

c. Destroyed Spanish churches and symbols of authority  

d. Actually drove the Spanish away for a few years before the Spanish 

reconquered the area  

 

VII. Reasons for European Victory 

A. The Native American population was reduced by approximately 90-95% in the 400 years after 

Columbus’ arrival  

B. The ruthless tactics used by the Europeans  

1. Ex: burning down villages and waging war on women and children 

2. War of honor vs. war of annihilation 

3. European warfare was very brutal and they brought that brutality to the New World 

4. The Native Americans did not adjust to the brutality of the Europeans- often 

horrified  

C. Superior weapons  

1. Steel weapons 

a. Steel is much stronger than the stone and iron  

b. A mounted conquistador could easily sever an enemy’s arm at the shoulder 

with a downward swing of his sword  

2. Firearms and crossbows  

a. The Spaniards’ early firearms were only somewhat limited at a short range 

and slow to reload  
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b. But they had a huge psychological effect on Native Americans 

3. Armor  

a. How well-off one was determined the quality of the armor 

b. Conquistadors could be hit by blows but still be relatively unhurt  

c. Horses even wore armor  

4. Horses 

a. Struck fear into the Native Americans because they had never seen them 

before  

b. Typically less than 50% of an expedition would be mounted but it was still 

a huge advantage for the Spanish  

5. There were instances of where a handful of mounted conquistadors wearing armor 

killed hundreds of warriors (ex: Pizarro’s men vs. the Incas)  

D. Lack of Native American unity  

1. The Europeans would often pit different tribes against one another 

2. Too many cultural differences, long-standing tribal animosities, and languages to 

overcome 

3. Native American tribes often needed European support  

a. Often coveted European goods such as firearms, firewater (alcohol), and 

metal tools and became dependent on their trade  

b. Native Americans often sought the Europeans as allies to fight their own 

enemies  

4. Europeans became masters of taking advantage of these divisions  

5. The few times Native Americans did drop their differences they had good success 

(ex: the Pueblo Revolt)  

E. The #1 reason: DISEASE 

1. The correlation between domestic animals and disease 

a. The Native Americans did not have domesticated animals like horses, pigs, 

and sheep 

b. Many of man’s diseases originated from organisms whose original hosts 

were domesticated animals 

c. The Native Americans did not have domesticated animals and thus had not 

experienced any of the Europeans’ diseases 

d. Therefore had not built up any kind of immunity to them 

e. This is why the Native Americans died off in such large numbers 

2. Examples of killer diseases 

a. Smallpox, the plague, dysentery, typhus, measles, influenza, etc. 

b. Seemingly minor ailments such as the chickenpox and the common cold 

could be fatal to the Native Americans  

3. Completely turned the Indians’ world upside down 

a. They had never seen anything as gruesome and terrible as smallpox 

b. Ex: too few healthy members to gather food or even bury the dead 

c. Lack the medicine to combat these infectious diseases  

d. Some start to question if their gods have abandoned them, especially as the 

Europeans did not seem to be effected 

e. Some Native American tribes we will study were actually combinations of 

refugees from decimated tribes  

f. “Mourning Wars”: conflicts between Native American groups to take 

captives to replenish their numbers  

g. Trade and transportation, a virgin population allowed the disease to spread 

like wildfire  

4. To Europeans it often confirmed that God was on their side  

a. John Winthrop: “The natives, they are near all dead of the smallpox so as 

the Lord hath cleared our title to what we possess.” 

b. During the French and Indian War the British even distributed blankets used 

by smallpox victims to infect enemy tribes  
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5. The Native Americans often did not realize the severity or were able to overcome 

their situation until it was too late  

6. The massive decline of indigenous populations led to the importation of African 

slaves to fulfill labor demands  

F. An excellent way to look at it: the 3 D’s 

1. Disease 

2. Disposability 

3. Disorganization  

 

VIII. The Columbian Exchange 

A. Since the Old World and New Worlds had no contact for several centuries- there was a great 

deal of exchange of flora (plants), fauna (animals), technology, ideas, etc. that neither side had 

ever encountered before  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Colonists and explorers marveled at how different the Americas were  

1. Columbus: “All the trees were as different from ours as day from night, and so the 

fruits, the herbage, the rocks, and all things.”  

2. Amerigo Vespucci, Letter to Lorenzo Di Medici, 1505: “The land in those parts is 

very fertile and pleasing, abounding in numerous hills and mountains, boundless 

valleys and mighty rivers, watered by refreshing springs, and filled with broad, dense 

and well-nigh impenetrable forests full of every sort of wild animal. Trees grow to 

immense size without cultivation. Many of these yield fruits delectable to the taste 

and beneficial to the human body; some indeed do not, and no fruits there are like 

those of ours. Innumerable species of herbs and roots grow there too, of which they 

make bread and excellent food. They have, too, many seeds altogether unlike these 

of ours. They have there no metals of any description except gold, of which those 

regions have a great plenty, although to be sure he have brought none thence on this 

our first voyage. This the natives call to our attention, who averred that in the 

districts remote from the coast there is a great abundance of gold, and by them it is in 

no respect esteemed or valued. They are rich in pearls as I wrote you before. If I 

were to seek to recount in detail what things are there and to write concerning the 

numerous species of animals and the great number of them, it would be a matter all 

too prolix and vast… There all trees are fragrant and they emit each and all gum, oil, 

or some sort of sap. If the properties of these were known to us, I doubt not but that 

they would be salutary to the human body. And surely if the terrestrial paradise be in 

any part of this earth, I esteem that it is not far distant from those parts. Its situation, 

as I have related, lies toward the south in such a temperate climate that icy waters 

and fiery summers alike are never there experienced.” 

C. Ecological release 

1. An organism enters an environment it has never encountered as a non-native species 

Gold, silver, corn (maize), yams, potatoes, 

tomatoes, tobacco, beans, vanilla, manioc, 

chocolate, squash, peppers, peanuts, pumpkins, 

turkeys, pineapples, syphilis 

The 

Old 

World 
(Europe, 

Asia, and 

Africa) 
Wheat, sugar, barley, rice, coffee, citrus fruits, 

horses, cows, pigs, smallpox, measles, bubonic 

plague, influenza, typhus, diphtheria, scarlet fever  

The 

New 

World 
(the 

Americas) 
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2. Sometimes overwhelms the environment because there are no natural predators 

a. Ex: bluegrass and kudzu  

b. Most recently pythons who have been released in the Everglades  

D. Examples of how each society was revolutionized 

1. Europeans 

a. Greatly benefited from new foods from the Americas 

b. The lowly potato became an important staple in European diets, especially 

in Ireland 

c. Imagine Italian food with no tomatoes  

d. The influx of foods improved health (ex: Native Americans were often 

taller and more fit) and sparked a population explosion in Europe  

2. Native Americans 

a. The horse transformed many Native American societies, especially those on 

the Great Plains 

b. Disease  

c. Technology  

E. Which society had the greater impact on the other? Why? 

 

IX. Spain’s New World Empire 

A. Attempt strict rule from Madrid 

1. Unlike the English colonies 

2. Ineffective because of the vast distances and therefore long periods of time before 

orders could be carried out  

B. Immigration  

1. Between 1500 and 1650 75% of immigrants to New Spain were men  

2. The Spanish did not encourage immigration to their colonies like the English  

C. Very interested in using race to classify society 

1. Peninsulares: Europeans born in Europe 

2. Creoles: Europeans born in the New World 

3. Mestizos: those of mixed European and Native American blood 

4. Mulattoes: those of mixed European and African blood 

5. Indians 

6. African slaves  

D. Flood of gold and silver from the Americas 

1. Between 1500 and 1600 more than 200 tons of gold and 16,000 tons of silver  

Europe 

2. Led to a “price revolution” in Europe  

3. Actually had a negative impact on Spain’s economy  

a. There was no emphasis on diversifying New Spain’s economy  

b. Resulted in inflation 

E. The “Black Legend” 

1. A myth that the Spanish were unusually cruel and destructive in comparison with the 

other European powers’ treatment of the Native Americans 

a. Ex: the accounts of Spanish priest Bartolomé de Las Casas who condemned 

the brutality  

b. Perpetuated by the English who used this to demonize their Spanish 

enemies  

2. Not true because the other Europeans, especially the English, could be quite brutal  

F. Diverse posts in the Americas 

1. Parts of the West Indies 

a. Hispaniola (present-day Haiti/Dominican Republic) 

b. Cuba 

2. South America/Central America 

a. Except Brazil 

b. Some areas were densely populated (ex: Peru) because of silver; but most 

areas were only nominally Spanish  
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3. Mexico (Mexico City was the capital of New Spain) 

4. Parts of present-day United States 

a. Often a forgotten part of New Spain unless threatened by encroaching 

European rivals  

1) Ex: the Spanish massacred a French settlement party in the 1570s 

in South Carolina who were too close to Florida  

b. St. Augustine, Florida (1565) 

1) First permanent European settlement in the what will be the United 

States 

2) Difficult to convince settlers to go to Florida  

c. Texas 

d. Santa Fe, New Mexico (1609) 

e. California 

f. Failed attempts to colonize the coasts of present-day Georgia and South 

Carolina  

g. Most of these areas were sparsely populated by the Spanish (ex: Texas) 

1) No gold (or they couldn’t find it) discouraged immigration 

2) Backwaters of New Spain with a few forts (presidios) and missions  

G. Spain’s cultural legacy  

1. Clearly evident throughout Latin America and the American Southwest  

2. Dominance of Catholicism  

a. Latin America has more Catholics than any region in the world  

b. Much of Latin American culture revolves around the Catholic Church  

3. Place names 

a. Many towns and cities with the prefix “San” were former missions (San 

Antonio, San Diego, San Francisco, etc.) and numerous others have Spanish 

names like Los Angeles  

b. Physical features such as the Brazos and Colorado Rivers, and the Llano 

Estacado  

4. Vocabulary  

a. Besides Chinese and English, more people in the world speak Spanish than 

any other language 

b. Our vocabulary is filled with a smattering of Spanish words  

5. Spanish style of ranching directly influenced western cowboys 

1. Ex: the saddle they used  

2. Open-range ranching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 16 

English Colonization:  

Causes, Virginia, and the Southern Colonies 
 

I. England  

A. England: A Late-Comer 

1. England was a backwards place through the Middle Ages 

a. England was about 100 years behind Spain  

b. Will enter the colonization race at about the same time as France (early 

1600s) 

2. John Cabot (1497) 

a. Reached North America but England did little to follow up the expedition  

b. Searched for the elusive “Northwest Passage” 

1) Since Europeans believed the New World was narrower than it 

was, they thought there had to be some sort of waterway that you 

could sail through the Americas rather than around them  

2) As late as the Lewis and Clark expedition (early 1800s) there was 

hope the Northwest Passage could be found  

3. English fisherman off the coast of New Foundland (present-day Canada)  

B. Emergence of England 

1. The English Reformation  

a. 1530s: became Protestant when Henry VIII broke with the Catholic Church 

and established the Church of England 

b. England will Protestant/Catholic tensions  

2. Queen Elizabeth’s reign (1558-1603) 

3. Defeat of the Spanish Armada (1588)  

C. Elizabethan England 

1. Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603) 

a. Daughter of Henry VIII 

b. Helped ease religious tensions between Protestants and Catholics in 

England 

2. England achieved greatness under her nearly 50 years of rule  

a. Cultural renaissance (ex: William Shakespeare) 

b. Rise in international power 

c. Ironic that one of Henry VIII’s daughters became so significant in world 

history  

3. Known as the “Virgin Queen” because she did not marry nor bear children  

D. Rivalry with Spain  

1. Protestants vs. Catholics 

a. Though Catholics and Protestants are both Christian, during this period of 

history both groups detested each other because they felt the other was not 

the true Christian believers 

b. Spain (Catholic) vs. England (Protestant) 

2. “Sea Dogs”  

a. Glorified pirates financed by Queen Elizabeth I to plunder the gold and 

silver from Spanish ships 

b. Sir Francis Drake captured ½ million pounds of Spanish bullion (gold and 

silver) from the Americas  

3. Defeat of the Spanish Armada (1588) 

a. King Philip II of Spain 

1) Thought himself as the “Most Catholic King” 

2) Wanted to invade and crush England once and for all 

b. Smaller more maneuverable English ships were able to drive away the 

Spanish Armada  

c. The remaining elements of the Armada were wiped out by a storm off the 

coast of Ireland (the “Protestant Wind”)  
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d. Major event in European (and indirectly American) history 

1) Signified the rise of England and the decline of Spain 

2) Opened the way for English colonization of the North American 

coast (present-day United States)  

E. Colonizing Ireland 

1. Very vicious, practice for the New World  

a. The English saw the Irish as heathens and savages- the “wild Irish” 

b. Brutal subjugation of the Irish by whatever means necessary  

c. Ex: Sir Humphrey Gilbert lined the path to his tent with the heads of 

decapitated Irish rebels 

2. Probably led more to a view that English should be separate from their conquered 

subjects- unlike the Spanish 

3. Source of tensions that will continue throughout our course and still exist today  

F. England began to see the need to colonize the New World 

1. Richard Hakluyt 

a. Discourses on Western Planting (1584)  

b. The Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffiques, and Discoveries of the 

English Nation (1589) 

c. Hakluyt did an excellent job of interviewing explorers and promoting 

English colonization  

2. Other promoters of English colonization 

a. Richard Hakluyt (cousin of the other Hakluyt) 

b. Sir Walter Raleigh 

c. Sir Humphrey Gilbert  

G. Reasons For English Colonization 

1. Increased power of the English government under Elizabeth I 

2. The need to provide an outlet for displaced people who have few economic 

opportunities at home  

a. Rapid population growth  

1) 1580: 3.5 million 

2) 1650: 5 million  

b. Fears of the “multitudes of loiterers and idle vagabonds”  

c. 75% of the population was landless (ex: tenant farmers)  

d. Primogeniture 

1) The eldest son inherits the land 

2) Thus the younger sons are left with few opportunities 

e. Enclosure movement 

1) The rich fence off common plots of land (ex: village grazing 

pastures) and many peasants are pushed off their land 

2) Creates lots of landless poor who are forced to the cities 

f. Rise in urban poverty (ex: London) 

1) Rapid growth of London (1600: 200,000; 1650: 350,000) 

2) Horrific conditions of slums 

3. Economic opportunities 

a. Need to acquire natural resources 

1) The English were rapidly consuming their natural resources (ex: 

timber) 

2) Need to lessen dependence on imports  

3) Overseas colonies will provide valuable resources  

b. Need for markets to sell finished goods 

1) It is no coincidence the timing of English colonization 

corresponded with the rise of capitalism and the market economy  

2) Will be even more important when the Industrial Revolution takes 

off  

c. This will later termed mercantilism  

4. Expand the Protestant faith  
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5. Competition with other powers  

a. Ex: Spain, France, and the Netherlands  

b. There is only so much power and wealth in the world 

1) The sentiment that if England doesn’t obtain colonies, her enemies 

will  

2) Therefore, the more Spain gets the less England will have available 

to them  

 

II. Roanoke 

A. England’s first colonization attempt in North America was at Roanoke (1580s) 

1. Located on the outer banks of present-day North Carolina 

2. Sponsored by Sir Walter Raleigh  

B. John White and the other leaders were recalled to England to help fight the Spanish 

1. When he and supplies returned in 1590 the colonists had disappeared 

2. The name of a nearby island, “Crotoan”, was carved into a fence post, however no 

one was found on Crotoan  

C. One of the great mysteries of American History 

1. Did they drown while attempting to sail away? 

2. Did the Spanish capture them? 

3. More than likely they went inland and were killed by Indians  

a. Perhaps some of the colonists assimilated into various tribes  

b. English settlers in nearby Virginia later reportedly encountered Indians with 

a lighter complexion and grey eyes  

D. There were other English settlements that failed 

1. Ex: Sir Fernando Gorge’s colony in Maine/New Foundland  

 

III. Jamestown (1607) and Virginia’s Beginnings  

A. Joint-stock company 

1. Business organization where investors buy stock in a company in order to finance a 

venture like the founding of Jamestown 

a. The whole purpose is to turn a profit  

b. Because of this settlers will want to find gold and make money 

c. Effective way to raise capital (money) to fund these expeditions  

d. Advantage: limited liability for investors- they would only lose money they 

invested  

2. The Virginia Company (also known as the London Company) 

3. Many of the early colonies were founded using a joint-stock company  

a. The Dutch also used the joint stock company  

b. Even Massachusetts which was founded for religious reasons was involved 

with a joint-stock company  

4. The King’s role 

a. Necessary because the Crown was too poor to finance such expensive 

expeditions  

b. Chartered by the King who will get a cut of the profits  

B. Jamestown’s location 

1. Established in present-day Virginia on the James River 

2. Chosen because the spot would be hidden from Spanish ships sailing along the 

Atlantic coast (60-miles inland)  

3. Poor choice  

a. Next to a swamp (mosquitoes)  disease 

b. Bad water  

1) Brackish and salty water from the tides and a severe drought 

2) Bred water-borne diseases such as dysentery   

C. Failure to establish a stable community 

1. The settlers searched for gold and neglected vital tasks such as building defenses or 

growing food 
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2. Several settlers were from privileged backgrounds and not accustomed to or 

unwilling to perform manual labor  

3. There is virtually no gold in Virginia 

4. Later rivet their attention to growing tobacco instead of the same vital tasks as before  

5. By January 1608 only 38 of the original settlers were alive and the survivors were in 

terrible shape   

D. John Smith took over  

1. Forced the settlers to work or starve 

2. Smith obtained food and other supplies from the Indians  

3. The story of Pocahontas- was it true? 

a. Smith was known for telling tall tales 

b. Interestingly, historians believe the event was a ceremony and that there 

was really no intention of killing Smith  

c. Later, Pocahontas married John Rolfe 

d. She toured England and was treated as a celebrity but died abroad 

4. The settlers tired of Smith’s tyrannical ways and kicked him out of the colony only 

to face the same problems as before, but this time worse  

E.  “The Starving Time” (1609-1610) 

1. The settlers were reduced to eating snakes, leather, and even cases of cannibalism  

2. Only 60 out of the 500 settlers were alive   

3. 1610: near extinction of the colony 

a. The settlers were actually sailing away when a relief/supply ship intercepted 

them on the James River and convinced them to stay 

b. Thus by the slimmest of margins Jamestown was the first permanent 

English settlement in North America 

4. Only really survived because of help of the Indians and they felt they pathetic they 

didn’t wipe them out  

F. Problems with the Indians 

1. The English did not trouble themselves to learn Powhatan ways and saw them as 

inferior beings despite needing their help 

2. The Indians were not receptive to conversion attempts and the English in Virginia 

became less interested in this venture  

3. The First Powhattan War (1609-1614) 

a. The Powhattan Confederacy was the dominant group in the area  

b. Lord De La war used brutal “Irish tactics” to fight a war of annihilation  

1) Ex: no distinctions made between civilians/combatants and 

friendly/enemy tribes  

2) The English were just as ruthless as the Spanish in their treatment 

of the Native Americans  

4. Opechancanough’s War (1622) 

a. Sometimes known as the Second Powhattan war 

b. Using Good Friday as cover, the Indians, led by Opechancanough, launched 

surprise attacks on Virginia’s isolated settlements  

c. Killed approximately 1/6 of the population  

d. Afterwards, the English dealt more harshly with the Indians  

e. Ex: Lord De La Warr’s “Irish tactics” in brutally dealing with the Indians  

5. Land-hungry settlers coveting more land for tobacco will inevitably lead to increased 

conflicts with Native Americans  

G. Other developments in Virginia 

1. Creation of the House of Burgesses (1619) 

a. First legislative assembly in the New World; like a miniature Parliament  

b. All free, land-owning adult white men could vote for the House of 

Burgesses  

2. 1619: the first Africans arrived in Virginia (however, it is unclear whether they were 

slaves or not) 

3. 1624: Virginia becomes a royal colony 



 20 

a. King James I revokes the company charter and takes control of the colony  

b. Virginia was making too much money for the king not to have control over 

and he was alarmed at the turmoil in the colony  

 

IV. Maryland 

A. Both Maryland and Virginia are known as the Chesapeake colonies 

1. Proximity of the Chesapeake Bay  

2. Social similarities  

3. Economic similarities (dependence on tobacco)  

B. English Catholics  

1. Small % of the English population  

2. Increasingly marginalized  

C. Lord Baltimore  

1. English Catholic who sought a refuge for English Catholics and thus founded 

Maryland in 1634 

2. The King granted this land as a proprietorship  

D. Maryland Act of Toleration (1649) 

1. Granted freedom of religion to all Christians 

a. A preemptive move by Catholics who were a minority in their own colony  

b. Atheists and Jews were excluded from protection 

2. Significant because it was a major step towards religious toleration in the English 

colonies- precedent for the First Amendment  

 

V. Tobacco, Indentured Servants, and Bacon’s Rebellion (1676) 

A. Tobacco 

1. Demand for tobacco  

a. A crop in the Columbian Exchange that will become very popular in Europe 

b. Highly addictive- King James I hated tobacco and wrote A Counterblaste to 

Tobacco; but profits overcame his scruples 

c. High demand will mean high prices  

2. Fairly labor-intensive 

a. Not nearly as rice or sugar 

b. Small farmers are able to grow it  

3. Areas where it is grown 

a. The West Indies- this strain was very mild and desirable 

b. The Chesapeake- the native varieties are harsh and undesirable 

4. The introduction of tobacco to Virginia  

a. 1612: John Rolfe successfully grew tobacco from the West Indies and South 

America in Virginia  

b. Due to demand and high prices rapidly expands tobacco production  

1) Even grown in the streets of Jamestown 

2) There is no incentive to diversify the economy  

c. Increasing exports 

1) 1616: 1,250 lbs. 

2) 1625: 400,000 lbs.  

5. Prerequisites for tobacco that will become problems 

a. Land 

1) Tobacco wears out the soil (depletes nutrients)  

2) Desire for more land  moving west  problems with the Indians 

b. Labor 

1) Fairly labor-intensive, the initial labor force was primarily 

indentured servants 

2) Later (after Bacon’s Rebellion in 1676) African slaves  

6. Susceptible to boom/bust cycles 
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7. By the 1760s Virginia planters become increasingly indebted to British merchants 

and this will be one reason why so many prominent Virginias will side with the 

Patriot cause during the Revolution (ex: Washington and Jefferson) 

B. Indentured Servants 

1. The Chesapeake had a high number of indentured servants 

a. It is estimated 70 to 85% of the white colonists in the Chesapeake were 

indentured servants  

b. During the 1600s, ¾ of all immigrants to the Chesapeake were indentured 

servants 

c. Most were males between the ages of 15 and 24 

2. Virginia’s primary labor supply through most of the 1600s 

a. Native Americans died off too easily  

b. Not a large number of Africans yet; not until after Bacon’s Rebellion (1676) 

3. Terms of agreement 

a. Indentured servants were too poor to finance a voyage to the New World  

b. Brought over by a rich person who would pay for their voyage to the New 

World in return for approximately 7 years of service 

c. Rules and regulations 

1) Masters were obliged to feed, clothe, and house their servants 

2) Severe punishments to keep servants in line 

3) Servants could not marry or have children because it was thought 

they would become less productive 

4) The term of service could be extended if rules were violated  

d. Indentured servants were NOT slaves, but their existence was little better  

4. Many will do this because they see better prospects in the New World 

a. Few prospects in the overcrowded cities of England 

b. Almost an endless supply of land available in America  

5. Headright system 

a. A landowner will receive 50 acres for each indentured servant brought over 

b. One who could transport themselves would receive 50 acres  

c. Incentive to help populate Virginia  

d. Landowners becoming larger land owners  

C. Bacon’s Rebellion (1676) 

1. Problems faced by indentured servants 

a. Many indentured servants who were “freed” started facing limited prospects 

because all of the good land was being taken up 

b. When freed many had to work for their old masters for low wages  

c. Pushed to the fringes of the frontier  conflicts with the Indians 

d. Many frontiersmen (mainly former indentured servants) felt Governor 

William Berkeley was not doing enough to protect them from attacks 

2. Rebellion led by Nathaniel Bacon 

a. Basically it was a mini-civil war in Virginia  

b. Actually burned Jamestown to the ground 

c. Fizzled out when Bacon died of dysentery  

d. Governor Berkeley harshly dealt with the insurgents  

3. Importance of Bacon’s Rebellion  shift to African slavery  

a. Convinced many planters the importance of a more controllable labor 

supply 

b. See African slaves as a better, more reliable labor supply 

c. Importance of the bonds of white supremacy between poor whites and 

wealthy whites so that poor whites would not rise up again  

d. The % of slaves will dramatically increase in the next 50 years and the % of 

white indentured servants will decrease 

e. Coincided at a time when England was more active in the slave trade and 

thus slaves can be purchased cheaper  

4. Culpepper’s Rebellion  
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a. Similar incident in North Carolina in 1677 

b. Drove away the governor briefly  

 

VI. Life in the Chesapeake  

A. High death rate 

1. Continued for many years and the colony only grew because of immigration  

2. The “Seasoning” 

a. Time period of the first 2-3 years upon arrival where newcomers had to 

acclimate to the Chesapeake 

b. A high percentage would die during this time  

3. Reasons for the high death rate 

a. Disease 

i. Mosquito-borne diseases such as malaria and yellow fever 

ii. Water-borne diseases such as dysentery  

b. Hot, humid climate  

c. Brackish water 

d. Indian attacks  

e. High infant mortality  

4. Life expectancy was only 43 for white males (today it is mid-70s) 

5. 25% of children died in infancy and another 25% did not reach their 20s 

6. Few children had two living parents while growing up, lots of orphans   

B. Unbalanced gender ratios 

1. High percentage of young men 

2. 1625: 74% of Virginia’s population was adult males 

3. Lack of families lack of social stability 

C. Women 

1. Since they are scarce, women were treated relatively well  

a. Ex: Southern women got to keep their property when they married  

b. Treated better than in New England 

2. By 1700 the sex ratio starts to even out  

D. Rural/agrarian society 

1. Few towns and cities  

2. Plantations and farms were spread out along rivers and waterways  

3. Dependence on tobacco stifles economic development and diversification  

E. The rise of an established planter class 

1. A more hierarchical society  

a. Wider gap between rich and poor than New England  

2. The First Families of Virginia (FFVs) 

a. Ex: Lee, Fitzhugh, Washington 

3. Enjoy living the life and leisure time 

a. Ex: cockfighting, horse racing, gambling, etc.  

 

VII. The West Indies 

A. The islands of the Caribbean, Hispaniola, the Barbados, Cuba, Jamaica, etc. 

1. Coveted by all the major European powers 

a. Sugar 

b. Trade posts 

2. Different areas will be controlled by different powers 

a. Ex: Jamaica- Britain 

b. Ex: Cuba- Spain 

c. And they will often change hands due to European wars  

B. Sugar  

1. Extremely valuable commodity that will be highly coveted in Europe 

a. Will transform diets as Europeans develop a sweet tooth  

b. Molasses, a by-product of sugar, can be turned into rum  

2. Areas where sugar is grown 
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a. Requires a hot, tropical climate- makes the West Indies ideal 

b. Brazil 

c. In the continental United States only really grown in Louisiana and the 

Lower Mississippi River Valley  

3. Labor-intensity 

a. EXTREMELY labor-intensive 

b. 3x more workers required per acre than tobacco  

c. The cane must be cut  the juice is extracted  the juice is heated while 

constantly stirred to avoid so it will not caramelize  

d. Harsh, back-breaking work that will contribute to high mortality rates  

4. Most efficient on large plantations 

a. Extremely labor-intensive  

b. Required lots of capital for labor, and equipment to refine sugar (ex: mills)  

C. Large African slave population 

1. Other potential labor forces are inadequate 

a. Indigenous populations had already been killed off through disease 

b. Europeans succumbed to the hot, humid, disease-ridden climate (ex: yellow 

fever)  

2. High percentage of African slaves because sugar is extremely labor intensive 

3. Far more African slaves were shipped to the West Indies than the North American 

colonies 

a. West Indies slaves had a high mortality rate  

b. The population did not replenish itself naturally and could only be sustained 

by importing more slaves  

c. It was cheaper to work slaves to death and buy more slaves from Africa 

d. This is why countries like Jamaica, Haiti, and Cuba have large numbers of 

blacks 

4. Men outnumbered women 2:1 

5. The Slave Codes 

D. Life in the West Indies 

1. Immigration 

a. More than ½ of the English settlers to the New World in the early 17
th

 

century came to the West Indies  

a. Ex: early waves of the Puritan Great Migration  

b. Later was not attractive to ordinary Englishmen 

a. They could not compete with slaves  

b. Limited, expensive land was a definite disadvantage compared to 

North America  

c. The climate and mosquito-born diseases  

2. Few white Europeans with a large African population  

3. Extremely with plantation-owners 

a. Often absentee landlords who live and play in London 

b. Influential because sugar is making countries so wealthy  

4. Unbalanced gender ratios  

5. Will import food because land is so valuable for sugar production  

a. Ex: importing cod from New England to feed their slaves  

 

VIII. South Carolina 

A. The Restoration 

1. English Civil War (1640s) 

a. King vs. Parliament 

b. 1649: King Charles I was executed 

c. 1650s: Oliver Cromwell ruled the country as a quasi-dictator (he was NOT 

a king) 

d. 1660: King Charles II returned to power, restoring the throne- hence the 

“Restoration” 
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2. The Carolinas and other colonies founded during the restoration of the monarchy in 

the 1660s are known as the “Restoration Colonies”  

a. “Carolina” is named after Charles I as is Charles Town (present-day 

Charleston)   

b. New York is another example of a restoration colony  

B. Many early settlers were from the Barbados (West Indies) 

1. Before 1680, ½ of all settlers were from the Barbados 

a. Ex: Anthony Ashley Cooper 

b. “The Goose Creek Men” 

c. Included some French Huguenots  

2. They brought large numbers of African slaves, slave codes, and other elements of 

West Indies plantation culture with them  

3. Continued economic ties by trading food to the West Indies (ex: beef)   

C. Rice 

1. Other crops are not ideal for South Carolina 

a. Too far south for tobacco 

b. Too far north for sugar 

c. Erroneously assumed Mediterranean crops (ex: grapes) would work because 

of same latitude 

d. Cotton 

1) Sea Island cotton will be grown in limited quantities 

2) Will not be profitable until the development of Eli Whitney’s 

cotton gin (1793)  

2. Areas where rice is grown 

a. Limited areas it can be grown (coastal areas) and requires a hot, humid 

climate 

1) Fields need to be flooded 

2) Could not be grown in the West Indies 

3) The Chesapeake colonies were too far north for rice  

b. South Carolina’s Low Country was ideal  

3. Very labor-intensive 

a. Ex: building and maintaining dikes to periodically flood the fields 

b. Removing the grains from the husk  

4. High demand in Europe  

D. South Carolina’s black majority  

1. Africans are the logical labor force  

a. White Europeans succumb to the same mosquito-born diseases in the West 

Indies 

1) Malaria and Yellow Fever 

2) African slaves are more likely to be immune (comes with the price 

of sickle-cell anemia) 

b. Africans extensively grew the crop and bring know-how the English simply 

don’t have  

2. As a result, South Carolina has the highest percentage of African slaves and the only 

to have a black majority in the British North American colonies (the 13 colonies)  

a. By 1708 ½ of the population was black  

b. In some of the Sea Islands and Low Country blacks make up 80-90% of the 

population 

3. These slaves were able to better maintain their African culture than any of the 

Thirteen Colonies because of this population density  

a. More turnover of slave population than the Chesapeake because of a harsher 

climate and standing water in the rice fields (mosquitoes)  

4. Because of this South Carolina will always be different and more radical than 

other southern states 

5. Development of a very wealthy planter class 

a. Often absentee landlords like in the West Indies  
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b. Most aristocratic and elitist of the 13 colonies 

E. Indigo 

1. A blueish/purple dye used to color textiles 

2. Could be grown in tandem with rice  

3. Introduced by Eliza Lucas Pinckney  

F. Charleston will be the most important port in the southern colonies 

G. North Carolina 

1. The Carolinas divided in 1712 

2. Smaller farms than either South Carolina or Virginia  

a. Attracted a lot of poor whites from Virginia and South Carolina, some 

religious dissenters 

b. Squatters 

1) A settler who moves onto some land that is not claimed or being 

used, after a while he can claim that land as his own property  

2) Still examples of squatters today  

c. Lots of yeomen farmers- small farmers 

3. More independent-minded folks that will make them different from the Southern 

colonies neighbors  

4. Economic activities  

a. Cattle and livestock  

b. Timber 

1) The tall pine trees of the region were ideal for construction, 

especially ships  

2) Naval stores: pitch, turpentine, and tar (“Tar Heels”)  

c. Later will be known for its tobacco production  

 

IX. Georgia 

A. Founded in 1733 by James Oglethorpe 

1. Colony for debtors and other nonviolent prisoners  

2. A buffer between South Carolina and Spanish Florida 

B. Slavery 

1. Initially prohibited slavery  

2. Eventually by 1750 the colony allowed the institution and the colony became very 

similar to South Carolina (ex: rice and indigo production) 

C. Savannah  
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The Northern Colonies: 

English Protestantism, New England, and the Middle Colonies, 1619-1700 
 

I. The Protestant Reformation 

A. Declining appeal of the Catholic Church  

1. The Catholic Church was really the only major form of Christianity in Western 

Europe for almost 1500 years 

2. However it was increasingly corrupt 

a. Ex: the selling of indulgences- pardon for sins 

3. Losing touch with many common people 

B. Martin Luther 

1. Most responsible for the Protestant Reformation  

2. A German priest, wanted to reform some of the corrupt aspects of the Catholic 

Church but eventually advocated a break with the Church  

3. Major beliefs 

a. Believed that salvation could be achieved through faith alone (“justification 

by faith”)  

b. The true source of God’s will was the Bible- not the Church  

4. 1517: Luther tacked the 95 Theses on the door of the Wittenberg Cathedral 

5. Benefited from the development of the printing press (Johan Gutenberg) because he 

could easily spread his ideas  

C. John Calvin and predestination  

1. Lived in Geneva and helped spread Protestant beliefs  

2. Predestination 

a. God has already determined who is damned and who is saved before we are 

born  

b. Good works does not bring salvation  

c. They believed only a small number were saved  

d. Because of Calvin promoted the idea his name is associated with it- 

“Calvinism”  

3. Some historians believe the “Protestant work ethic” come from these Calvinist 

beliefs 

a. People actually worked very hard because they wanted to show others they 

were saved before one is born  

b. One reason why England surpassed Spain 

c. Helped foster the growth of capitalism and a market economy   

d. One Puritan explained: “God sent you unto this world as unto a Workhouse, 

not a Playhouse.” 

D. The geographic distribution of Protestantism and Catholicism  

1. Protestantism became popular in northern Europe while Catholicism dominated in 

the southern Europe 

2. Protestant regions/nations 

a. England 

b. Scandinavia 

c. Northern Germany  

d. The Low Countries: the Netherlands and Belgium  

3. Catholic regions/nations  

a. Italy 

b. Spain 

c. France 

d. Southern Germany 

E. Examples of Protestant faiths 

1. Methodists 

2. Baptists 

3. Pentecostals 

4. Episcopalians 

5. Presbyterians 

6. Mormons 



7. Very diverse lot of denominations 

8. In short, if you are Christian, but not Catholic or Eastern Orthodox (not really a 

factor in our course), then you are Protestant  

F. The English Reformation and The Church of England 

1. King Henry VIII (1509-1547) 

a. Desperately wanted a son, a male heir to the throne; however his many 

wives would not bear him one  

b. He sought an annulment (basically a divorce), but the Pope would not 

permit it 

c. Therefore he broke England away from the Catholic Church and created the 

Anglican Church (the Church of England) so he could have more control 

d. The Act of Supremacy (1536): the King is the head of the Church of 

England 

2. The Church of England started to crack down on dissenters 

a. Queen Elizabeth had been fairly tolerant during her reign  

b. Especially Archbishop William Laud, King James I (1603-1625), Charles I 

(1625-1649) 

c. Dissident groups such as the Pilgrims and Puritans seek to move elsewhere   

d. When Charles II dissolved Parliament in 1629 this convinced many 

dissenters (such as the Puritans) to finally flee England  

 

II. The Pilgrims and Plymouth  

A. Separatists 

1. The Pilgrims faced persecution because they believed the Church of England was 

becoming too much like the Catholic Church 

2. Pilgrims were separatists, they wanted to break away completely from the Church of 

England 

B. Living in Holland (the Netherlands)  

1. 1608: the Scrooby congregation initially fled to Holland because it was Protestant 

and tolerant  

2. Problems of living in Holland 

a. Language barrier 

b. Tough to make a living (entry-level positions in a foreign land) 

c. Fears their children are losing their English identity and assimilating too 

much  

3. For their long-term future the Pilgrims decide to migrate to the New World  

C. The Mayflower (1620) 

1. Led by William Bradford 

2. Long, tumultuous voyage and they arrive in November  

3. Landed at Plymouth 

a. Present-day Massachusetts 

b. Had been authorized to go to Virginia  

c. Benefitted from the area being depopulated by disease from English 

fishermen  

4. Only 25 of the 102 passengers were actually separatists 

D. The Mayflower Compact (1620) 

1. An agreement for self-government with majority rule 

2. NOT a constitution, but a very important precedent  

E. The Indians help them greatly 

1. The Native American populations in the area had been decimated by diseases 

brought by English fishermen in the area 

2. Ex: Squanto and Massasoit showed the colonists how to plant corn and the first 

Thanksgiving in the fall of 1621 

3. But still only 44 of the 102 original settlers survived the first year  

4. In general, when the Indians helped the early colonial settlements they thrived  

F. Remained a fairly small settlement  
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1. Eventually be absorbed by Massachusetts Bay to become Massachusetts 

2. More radical views than the Puritans will naturally draw fewer adherents  

 

III. The Puritans and Massachusetts Bay  

A. Puritan beliefs 

1. The Puritans were non-separatists 

a. Like the Pilgrims, they believe the Church of England was becoming too 

much like the Catholic Church 

b. However, they merely want to purify the Church of England, not break 

away completely 

2. Believe in a covenant with God: belief that Massachusetts Bay had a special 

arrangement with God to become a holy society    

3. Belief that the Bible was the sole authority  

4. Human nature 

a. Man is sinful by nature (original sin) because of Adam’s transgression in 

the Garden of Eden 

5. Punishments for breaking the Sabbath 

6. No bishops 

a. Each congregation ruled itself 

b. No stained glass or statues (false idols)  

7. Believed in predestination 

a. Salvation cannot be earned or bought 

b. They seek to live very virtuous lives in order to show everyone that they are 

one of the select few who are saved 

c. The saved were known as the “elect” or “saints”  

B. Fled to Massachusetts Bay in 1630 

1. The Puritans too faced persecution in England from Archbishop William Laud and 

King Charles I  

a. The breaking point was Parliament being dissolved in 1629 

b. Sponsored by the Massachusetts Bay Company  

2. Often transplanted entire communities 

a. Even would take the name of the community in England from which they 

came 

b. Immigrate as family units 

3. The Great Migration 

a. Between 1630 and 1642 approximately 70,000 left England; 20,000 came to 

Massachusetts  

b. Many went to the West Indies  

c. Most were middle-class, hurt by economic recession in England 

d. Tended to attract unusually skilled workers and middle-class families  

e. Slowed down quite a bit during the 1640s-1650s because they controlled the 

government in England after the King was arrested in 1640 by Parliament 

C. Great sense of purpose to create the ideal Christian society 

1. John Winthrop 

a. “We shall be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all people are upon us.” 

b. Winthrop was governor of Massachusetts Bay every year but one until his 

death in 1649 

2. Benefited from little outside interference because the Crown was busy with the 

English Civil War in the 1640s-1660s 

3. Perhaps beginning of the sense of American exceptionalism: the belief that 

Americans and America are special  

D. The Puritans were not prudish as many myths say 

1. Twentieth century satirist H.L. Mencken: “Puritanism is the haunting fear that 

someone somewhere may be happy.” 

2. They did not dress in all black; in fact they were not sexual prudes and liked rum  

3. Many of the myths more accurately describe the Quakers than Puritans  
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4. Increase Mather: “Wine is from God, drunkenness is from the devil.”  

E. Expansion of Massachusetts Bay  

1. Absorbed Plymouth in 1691 

2. Included Maine until 1820 (the Missouri Compromise)  

 

IV. Dissent in Massachusetts Bay Colony 

A. Ironically, the Puritans did not practice religious toleration 

1. Ex: persecuted Quakers  

2. Strongly disliked Catholics  

B. Roger Williams 

1. Young, charismatic theologian who had been a rising star in the Puritan world 

provocative- makes his parishioners think 

2. Dangerous beliefs that are a threat to Puritan authorities 

a. Preached extreme separation of church and state and religious toleration 

(“liberty of conscience”) 

b. Believed the colony’s charter was invalid because the land had not been 

purchased from the Indians  

3. Banished to Rhode Island in 1636 

a. Established the first Baptist church in the colonies 

b. Improved relations with the Indians  

C. Anne Hutchinson 

1. Hutchinson was an outspoken woman who interpreted the Bible and openly 

questioned the Puritan hierarchy 

a. Because she was a woman she could not become the brilliant minister that 

she was capable of being  

b. Held religious meetings in her home where she explained the meaning of 

the Bible to increasingly larger audiences  

c. Dangerous because she was a woman; Puritans were wary of women 

because of Eve’s transgressions in the Garden of Eden  

d. Winthrop: “You have stepped out of your place, you have rather been a 

husband than a wife, and a preacher than a hearer, and a magistrate than a 

subject.” 

2. Antinomianism 

a. Salvation only comes from grace; belief that a holy life (good works) was 

no sure sign of salvation 

b. The truly saved need not bother to obey the law of man or church  

3. Trial for heresy (1637) 

a. Her intelligence and superb rebuttals to questions revealed why she is such 

a threat 

b. Claimed to have special revelations from God; this particularly alarmed the 

Puritans because God spoke through the Bible- not people  

c. Hutchinson was excommunicated and banished to Rhode Island where she 

was killed by Indians a few years later  

D. The Salem Witch Trials (1692-3) 

1. Salem was only one (but the most extreme) example of the Puritans’ persecution of 

witchcraft 

2. A strong belief that Satan was not only evil but very active  

3. 19 residents of Salem were put to death  

4. The Puritan hierarchy, especially Increase Mather, finally clamped down because the 

situation had spun completely out of control and the use of allowing dreams and 

visions to be used as evidence  

5. Most of those accused were those who were thriving in the new market economy 

6. The term “witch hunt” comes originated during this time   

a. The witch hunt for communists during the 1950s inspired Arthur Miller’s 

The Crucible (1953) 

E. Problems with the Indians 
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1. Pequot War (1636-1637) 

a. The Pequot 

1) The most powerful group in southern New England 

2) Dominant traders  

b. Causes of the war 

1) The killing of an Englishman by another tribe, but it is blamed on 

the Pequot, is the excuse the English use to attack the Pequot with 

the help of Indian allies such as Narrangansetts  

2) The English no longer needed the Pequot help 

c. Massacre at Mystic River  

1) Then English launched a surprise attack with the help of Indian 

allies  

2) Burned down the Pequot town at Mystic River killing many and 

enslaving most of the survivors  

d. The English tried to wipe out the Pequot   

2. “Praying towns” 

a. These were established to convert the Indians to Christianity  

1) John Elliot  

2) Not as much of a priority as the Spanish 

3) The Native Americans were not very receptive  

b. Many were destroyed as a result of King Philip’s War  

3. New England Confederation (1643) 

a. Colonial defensive alliance against Indians and to a lesser extent the French  

b. 1
st
 step toward colonial unity  

4. King Philip’s War (1675-1676) 

a. Metacom (or Metacomet)  

1) Known as King Philip to the English 

2) Understood they would soon be outnumbered and the Native 

Americans needed to unify in order to be successful in their revolt 

3) He was defeated and his head was placed on a pike  

b. Lasted only 14 months but it was the bloodiest war in American history in 

terms of per capita deaths 

1) At least 1/6 of Massachusetts’ white males were killed  

2) Nearly 20% of English towns in Massachusetts and Rhode Island 

were destroyed  

c. Effectively ended Native American resistance in New England 

 

V. New England Society  

A. The New England Colonies 

1. Plymouth  

2. Massachusetts Bay  

3. Rhode Island  

a. Attracted many dissenters   

1) Founded by Roger Williams 

2) Anne Hutchinson 

3) Great deal of religious freedom  

b. Thus, Rhode Island will typically be different and have a more independent-

minded personality than the other New England colonies  

c. Major settlements: Providence  

d. Actually a major hub for the slave trade  

4. Connecticut 

a. Founded by Thomas Hooker in 1636  

b. Fundamental Orders of Connecticut (1639) 

1) The first written constitution in America 

2) Extended voting rights to property-owning men, not just church 

members  
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a. Major settlements: Hartford and New Haven  

5. New Hampshire 

a. Founded by John Davenport in 1677 

b. Fairly insignificant, attracted overflow population from Massachusetts 

6. Maine 

a. Was NOT its own colony, part of Massachusetts  

b. Did not become its own state until the Missouri Compromise (1820) 

B. The Half-Way Covenant 

1. Declining church membership in the mid-1600s 

2. Problem that the subsequent generations were not as religious as the founding 

generation  

3. Offered partial church membership 

4. Gave people the right to be baptized but not partake in communion or vote in church 

affairs  

C. A healthier place to live than the Chesapeake 

1. The average life span was similar to present-day Americans (approximately 70) 

2. Cooler climate and relatively disease free  

3. Children were much more likely to survive childhood  

4. Actually had a large number of grandparents 

5. More stable society  

D. The town is the focal point of the New England life  

1. Town meetings 

2. Schools and churches  

3. Could keep an eye on each other  

E. Developed a diversified economy 

1. Do not rely on cash crops 

a. Cooler climate + rocky soil smaller farms 

b. Therefore fewer slaves 

2. Primary economic activities 

a. Small farms 

b. Livestock  

c. Fishing and later whaling  

d. Timber 

e. Commerce and trade 

3. By 1700 Boston was the 3
rd

 largest English commercial center  

F. Importance of education 

1. Literacy  

a. Need to be literate in order to read the Bible 

b. The New England Primer  

c. Literacy was higher in New England than the rest of the colonies and most 

of Europe  

i. Men: 85% 

ii. Women: 50% 

2. 1642: a Massachusetts law was passed that required towns with at least 50 families 

were to provide tax-supported elementary education  

3. Even today education is generally better in New England than the South  

G. The New England Family 

1. More family-orientated than the Chesapeake  

2. More women and children 

3. Women married at a young age  

H. Women 

1. Puritan view of women is pessimistic because of Eve’s transgression in the Garden 

of Eden 

2. Because there are more women in New England, they are not treated as well as their 

sisters in the Chesapeake 

3. Women were expected to be subservient to men- as interpreted in the Bible 
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a. Ex: could not own property because it would undermine marriage  

 

VI. The Middle Colonies  

A. New York 

1. The Netherlands  

a. Commercial empire 

1) The 1600s were the golden age for the Netherlands  

2) Owned more tons of shipping and employed more sailors than 

England, Spain, and France combined  

3) Established the world’s first stock exchange 

4) The Dutch were interested in expanding their mercantile and 

commercial empire 

5) Dutch East India Company had extensive interests and trade in 

Java (present-day Indonesia)  

b. Protestant nation who had successfully rebelled from Spain  

2. Dutch New York 

a. Promoted by the Dutch West India Company- a joint-stock company  

b. Henry Hudson  

1) 1609: commissioned to search for the “Northwest Passage” 

2) The Hudson River in New York is named after him  

c. Established a settlement that is present-day Albany in 1614 

d. 1624: established the city of New Amsterdam after purchasing the island of 

Manhattan from the Indians  

e. Leaders 

1) Peter Minuit 

2) Willem Kieft  

3) Peter Stuyvesant: governor of New Netherland  

f. Patroons 

1) Large feudal estates along the Hudson River 

2) Kiliaen Van Renesslaer  

g. Diversity  

1) Few Dutch actually came because of prosperity back home 

2) Good deal of religious diversity and later ethnic diversity because 

of Dutch tolerance 

3) Multitude of languages spoken in New Amsterdam  

4) Peter Stuyvesant wanted to prohibit Jews but the Company 

rebuked him because they were good for business  

5) Lots of mingling and intermarriage is creating a melting-pot 

culture  

h. The fur trade 

1) Established the fur trade with the Iroquois  

2) “Beaver Wars”: the Dutch supported the Iroquois vs. the French-

supported Huron and Algonquin 

3) But the Dutch did not have very good relations with Indians   

3. English conquest of New Netherland  

a. New Netherland’s threat to England 

1) The English were concerned about the presence of their Dutch 

rivals between their Chesapeake and New England colonies  

2) Commercial rivals (at the same time period the Navigation Acts 

are being passed)  

3) The $$$ of the fur trade  

b. 1664: England took over colony despite Peter Stuyvesant’s efforts to defend 

New Netherland 

c. King Charles II granted New York to his brother- the Duke of York- as 

proprietor of the colony  
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d. The English renamed New Netherland (New York) and New Amsterdam 

(New York City) 

e. The English allowed the Dutch settlers to keep their language and culture- 

ex: women could own property- unlike women in England  

4. Dutch influences 

a. Powerful Dutch families such as the Roosevelts  

b. Names such as Harlem and Brooklyn are derived from Dutch words  

B. New Jersey  

1. King Charles II granted New Jersey to Sir John Berkeley and Sir George Carteret 

2. Insignificant, especially compared to New York and Pennsylvania  

3. Stunted growth because the colony lacked a good harbor  

4. New York and New Jersey were also known as “Restoration” colonies  

C. Delaware 

1. Originally a Swedish colony: “New Sweden” 

2. Attracted Finnish (then part of Sweden) immigrants who brought with them the log 

cabin  

3. Absorbed by New Netherland in 1655  

D. Pennsylvania 

1. William Penn  

a. From a wealthy family but converted to the Quaker faith 

b. Proprietorship 

1) Son of an admiral who the King owed  

2) Given a large land grant in present-day Pennsylvania because the 

King owed his father for his service in the Royal Navy  

c. Wanted his colony to be a “Holy Experiment” and a refuge for Quakers in 

the New World 

d. This was ideal for the King because he wanted the Quakers out of England   

e. Emphasis on religious toleration 

1) Penn’s Frame of Government (1682) granted religious freedom 

and prohibited the creation of an established church   

2. The Quakers 

a. Known as the Religious Society of Friends 

b. Started by George Fox in England  

c. Faced persecution in England and Massachusetts 

d. Religious beliefs 

1) Believed that anybody could be saved- there was an “Inner Light” 

in all of us 

2) Rejected predestination and did not have the pessimistic outlook 

on human nature the Puritans had  

e. Tolerant social beliefs  

1) Believed in freedom of religion  

2) Good deal of sexual equality, Quaker women were probably best 

off in Colonial American  

3) The first major abolitionist group in America 

4) Good relations with the Indians who acknowledge the Indians as 

the rightful owners of the land  

5) Pacifists 

6) Refused to take oaths because one’s only oath was to God  

3. Pennsylvania was a very diverse colony 

a. William Penn did an excellent job of advertising his colony abroad  

1) Ex: published pamphlets in Dutch and German  

2) It’s cheap and fertile land made it known as “the best poor man’s 

country on earth”  

b. The Scots-Irish 

1) Describes those from Scotland or Northern Ireland  

2) Protestant, mostly Presbyterian  
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3) Not the same as Catholic Irish whom we are typically more 

familiar  

4) Between 1730 and 1763 about 70,000 came to Pennsylvania  

5) Very independent-minded, often push to the frontier areas  

6) Tough rough-and-tumble people who are known for their violence 

and short tempers 

7) Conflicted with the Quakers because they inevitably came into 

conflict with the Native Americans  

8) Eventually trickle down the Appalachian backcountry into the 

South  

c. The Germans 

1) The “Pennsylvania Dutch”- a corruption of the German word for 

“German”:  Deutch 

2) Most were Lutheran and dissenting sects such as Mennonites, 

Moravians, and Amish  

3) Sought to preserve their German identity and culture  

i. Ex: German-language newspapers 

ii. Later a bill to make German the official language was 

narrowly defeated  

iii. Ben Franklin complained “Why should Pennsylvania, 

founded by the English, become a colony of aliens, who 

will shortly be so numerous as to Germanize us instead of 

us Anglicizing them, and will never adopt our language or 

customs, any more than they can acquire our 

complexion?” 

4) Brought with them the Conestoga wagon, the concept of 

kindergarten, the Kentucky rifle, and the idea of using manure as a 

fertilizer  

5) Pennsylvania was also probably the most religiously diverse 

colony  

4. Philadelphia 

a. The largest, most diverse, and most important city in the 13 colonies 

1) Well-planned laid out in a grid-like pattern 

2) Reputation as a cosmopolitan place  

b. An ideal place for someone like Benjamin Franklin to flourish  

c. No coincidence that many of the major events of early American history 

occurred in Philadelphia 

1) The signing of the Declaration of Independence (1776) 

2) Constitutional Convention (1787) 

E. Economics of the Middle Colonies  

1. Agriculture 

a. Fertile land 

b. Known as the “Breadbasket” Colonies  

1) Grains such as wheat, oats, etc. 

2) Not very labor intensive 

c. New Jersey’s official nickname today is still the “Garden State”  

d. But cash crops like rice, tobacco, sugar, and cotton is not suitable because 

of latitude  

2. Urban areas promote economic diversity 

a. Shipping and trade 

b. Small shops and artisans  

3. In short, the Middle colonies economically a mixture of the New England and 

Southern colonies  

 

 

VII. Review of Sectional Breakdown of English Colonies 
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A. New England Colonies 

1. Massachusetts 

a. Massachusetts Bay  

b. Plymouth 

2. New Hampshire 

3. Connecticut 

4. Rhode Island 

B. Middle Colonies 

1. New York 

2. New Jersey 

3. Delaware 

4. Pennsylvania 

C. The Southern Colonies 

1. Chesapeake colonies 

a. Maryland 

b. Virginia 

2. North Carolina 

3. South Carolina 

4. Georgia 
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Colonial Society, 1607-1775 
 

I. American Demographics 

A. Rapidly growing population 

1. 1700: <300,000  1775: 2.5 million 

2. Natural growth rate 

a. The birth rate exceeded the death rate 

1) #1 reason for population growth  

2) This despite fairly high infant mortality  

b. Immigration 

c. The American population doubled about every 25 years 

3. Relatively healthy population 

a. Even the Chesapeake became a relatively healthy place within 75 years 

b. The average colonial militiaman was two inches taller than the average 

British soldier  

c. In short, because of diet and other factors, the colonies were a healthier 

place than Europe  

4. The population was growing so much that some people like Benjamin Franklin 

believed the Americas, not England, would be the center of the British Empire  

a. 1700: 19 Englishmen for every 1 colonist 

b. 1770: only a 3:1 ratio  

B. Youthful people 

1. In 1775 the average age was about 16 

2. A characteristic of much of early American history  

C. The majority population was bounded by the Allegheny Mountains, crowded along the 

Eastern Seaboard 

D. A rural/agrarian society  

1. 90% were rural  

2. A majority of the population was involved in some sort of agriculture  

a. Farming 

b. Raising livestock  

3. Colonial cities 

a. 1775: only 34,000 lived in the largest city- Philadelphia 

b. Other major colonial cities 

1) New York 

2) Boston, Massachusetts  

3) Charleston, South Carolina  

4) Newport, Rhode Island 

4. Despite lacking major cities Virginia was the most populous colony on the eve of the 

Revolution  

E. The sex ratio was beginning to even out  

F. Involuntary immigrants 

1. African slaves 

2. England saw the colonies as a good dumping ground for society’s undesirables  

a. Transportation Act (1718) 

b. Between 1718 and 1775 approximately 50,000 convicts were sent to North 

America 

3. Orphans and paupers were also sent  

G. Ethnically diverse population   

1. English  

a. The majority of the immigrants were of English origin  

b. But English settlers were being diluted 

1) 1670: 90% were English 

2) 1770: approximately 50%  

2. Germans 

a. About 6% of the population 
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b. Mostly settled in Pennsylvania  

3. Scots-Irish 

a. Approximately 150,000 before the Revolution  

b. Protestant 

c. Independent and individualistic 

d. Largest non-English group in the colonies  

4. Hodgepodge of other northern and western European groups 

a. Dutch 

b. Highland Scots 

c. Irish 

d. Swiss 

e. Swedes 

f. French Huguenots 

5. African slaves 

a. Make up about 20% of the colonial population 

b. Limited prospects 

6. J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur 

a. Letters From an American Farmer  

b. European who commented on American ethnic diversity and how that 

contributed to a distinct American identity 

H. Prosperity 

1. Most colonists had a better standard of living than if they had lived in Europe  

2. It could be argued by the mid-1700s free Americans had the highest standard of 

living in the world  

 

II. Colonial Slavery  

A. The Middle Passage 

1. The voyage from Africa to the New World 

a. Typically lasted 4-8 weeks with about 1/7 dying en route  

b. Some 11 million made the voyage between 1550 and 1870 

c.  2:1 ratio of men to women 

d. Most came from West Africa  

e. More Africans came to the Americas than Europeans  

2. Obtaining slaves 

a. Slave traders usually used local tribes to help capture traditional enemies 

and sell them to the Europeans  

b. Like Native Americans they needed European goods and alliances against 

enemies 

3. Hellish conditions, cramped, crowded, etc. 

a. Many instances of rebellion or suicide  

b. An account of the Middle Passage: “The height, sometimes, between decks, 

was only eighteen inches, so that the unfortunate human beings could not 

turn around, or even on their sides, the elevation being less than the breadth 

of their shoulders, and here they are usually chained to the decks by the 

neck and legs. In such a place the sense of misery and suffocation is so 

great that the Negroes… are driven to frenzy.”  

4. The slave trade was initially dominated by the Portuguese  

a. The Portuguese transported 95% of Africans between 1520 and 1650  

b. The Portuguese built trading posts all along the coast of West Africa  

c.  Dutch, but later the English and the Royal Africa Company dominated 

the market 

5. Most slaves will go to Brazil and the West Indies  

a. Due to the demands of sugar 

b. Fewer than 5% went to the British North American colonies  

c. To this day there are large numbers of blacks in the Caribbean and Brazil  
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d. Tobacco profits tended to be less than sugar, thus Chesapeake planters 

could not afford to constantly purchase new slaves  

6. Estimated slave imports to the Western Hemisphere 

a. 1451-1600: 275,000 

b. 1601-1700: 1,341,000 

c. 1701-1810: 6,100,000 

d. 1811-1870: 1,900,000  

7. Olaudah Equiano is known for his account of the Middle Passage  

B. All 13 colonies had slavery 

1. Think of Tituba- the slave from the West Indies- was blamed for teaching the girls 

witchcraft in Salem  

2. Northern slavery 

a. Tended to be found more in urban port cities than rural areas  

b. New England participated in the trafficking of African slaves  

3. But by the eve of the Revolution 90% of slaves lived in the Southern colonies  

4. Only South Carolina will have a black majority (rice) 

C. Advantages of African slavery  

1. Slaves could be a permanent labor force 

2. Relatively cheap to obtain  

3. African slaves could be easily identified by the color of their skin unlike white 

indentured servants 

4. Barbados Slave Codes 

a. Regulated the lives of slaves, had no legal right 

b. Brought to South Carolina  

5. Native Americans would easily die off  

D. Two perspectives of slavery  

1. Slaves are economic assets (property) 

a. Slaves can be bought and sold at a moment’s notice  

b. If slavery were not profitable, it would cease to exist 

2. Slaves as people 

a. Ex: examining the day-to-day lives of slaves 

E. How much African culture do African-American slaves retain? 

1. White masters intentionally purchased slaves from different tribes, ethnic groups, etc 

a. Done so that they could not unite  

b. One pamphlet advised: “The safety of the plantations depends on having 

Negroes from all parts of Guiny, who do not understand each other’s 

languages and customs and cannot agree to rebel.”   

2. Language  

a. Gullah: a Creole language in coastal South Carolina consisting of West 

African languages and English 

b. But within a generation or two most slaves could speak English quite well 

and did not know their indigenous African tongues  

3. Within a few generations most American slaves were born outside Africa 

a. By the 1740s a majority of Southern slaves were born in America 

b. By the 1750s approximately 80% of slaves in the Chesapeake were born 

outside of Africa  

F. The importance of assimilating African slaves and keeping them in their place 

1. Newly arrived slaves from Africa were more likely to run away, strike their master, 

etc. than Creole slaves  

2. Christianity 

a. Way to “save” these heathens, many of whom practice some sort of 

animistic faith or Islam 

b. Blacks take hold of particular parts of the Bible that relate to them (ex: the 

story of Moses and Exodus) 

3. Giving them “white” names (ex: “Kunta Kintae”  “Toby”) 

4. Black codes 
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a. Rules and regulations for slaves 

b. Influence of Barbados slave codes  

c. Children of slaves would automatically become slaves 

d. Ex: laws prohibiting sexual intercourse between white women and black 

males  

e. Special passes required to leave the plantation to run errands  

5. Intentionally kept uneducated 

G. Slave resistance 

1. Recent arrivals from Africa were often most troublesome  

2. Slave rebellions 

a. Rare  

1) Unlikely to succeed because the white people have the guns, 

population advantage, and organization to suppress potential slave 

rebellions  

2) Fellow slaves snitching  

b. New York City (1712)  

c. Stono Rebellion (1739) in South Carolina 

i. Encouraged by the Spanish governor of Florida who promised 

freedom for runaways  

ii. Stopped by local militia en route to Florida  

iii. Actually caused South Carolina to suspend the importation of 

slaves for a few years  

d. A suspected plot in New York City in 1741 was quelled  

3. Passive resistance 

a. A better solution for slaves 

b. Ex: slowing the work pace, breaking tools, playing the dumb “Sambo” 

stereotype, running away 

c. Runaways often established “maroon” communities in Florida or swampy 

areas or were sheltered by Indians 

4. Punishment 

a. In colonial America it was not uncommon to amputate fingers, toes, and 

even ears  

b. In the decades leading to the Civil War punishments will tend to be less 

barbaric  

 

III. Colonial Social Structure  

A. American society was in many ways unlike European society 

1. No titled nobility and no perpetual pauper class 

2. Fairly easy to move up the social ladder because of available land 

3. Society more based more on merit rather than birth  

B. The differences between a society based on birth vs. merit:  the example of the Founding 

Fathers  

1. Almost all of them would have languished in obscurity if born in Europe 

a. Benjamin Franklin and Alexander Hamilton came from very humble origins 

b. John Adams would not have accomplished what he did if he had lived his 

entire life in Europe  

c. Even Washington could not rise above the rank of major if in the British 

Army because he was not a member of the aristocracy  

2. During the Revolution only aristocrats could be officers in the British army 

a. Were unable to promote many men who were skilled and had innovative 

ideas  

3. Americans are coming to resent the sharp distinction between them and 

“Englishmen” and the privilege that are going to the latter  

C. However, there was a growing gap between rich and poor 

1. Especially in the South  

2. Wealthiest people in America: southern planters and northern merchants 
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D. At the bottom were African slaves and Native Americans; women also had few rights  

 

IV. Colonial Economies  

A. Major occupations 

1. Farming/agriculture 

2. Clergymen 

a. Most respected profession 

b. Often the most educated group in the colonies  

3. Merchants 

4. Artisans 

a. Sometimes known as “mechanics” 

b. Includes shoemakers, butchers, candle makers, etc. 

c. Often have to go through an apprenticeship before he can independently 

practice his craft  

5. Doctors 

a. Poorly trained and educated 

b. Did not understand basic sanitation and the germ theory of disease had not 

been developed 

c. Primitive practices such as bleeding 

d. Hospitals as we know them did not really exist  

6. Lawyers 

a. They too were poorly educated compared to today’s attorneys  

7. Fishing and whaling 

a. Common in New England 

b. Importance of cod fishing in the North Atlantic  

8. Timber/lumber  

9. Naval stores (tar, pitch, resin, and turpentine) 

B. Triangular trade 

1. System of trade between, Africa, the West Indies, and the North American colonies 

2. Encouraged the development of a merchant class  

3. Cod  West Indies  

4. The New England colonies distilled molasses into rum  

5. Rum: the average American was consuming 4 gallons/year 

6. The Molasses Act (1733) 

C. The American colonies were becoming increasingly economically self-sufficient 

1. Ex: establishing ironworks 

2. Evident in a shift of imports beginning in the 1720s 

a. Shift from necessities to more luxurious goods  

3. Discouraged by Britain’s mercantilist system  

D. Regional economies 

1. Southern colonies  

a. Cash crops such as tobacco, rice, and indigo 

b. Lack a diversified economy  

2. Middle colonies  

a. “Breadbasket colonies”: wheat 

b. Shipping  

c. A little bit of a mix of Southern and New England 

3. New England colonies 

a. Small farms because of climate and rocky soil  not suitable for cash crops 

b. Timber 

c. Shipbuilding 

d. Shipping 

e. Fishing (cod) 

f. Beginnings of manufacturing  

  

E. Transportation 
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1. Travel was very slow 

a. The speed of transportation and communication were limited by two 

factors: 

1) Horsepower 

2) Sail 

b. The speed of communication was limited to how fast one could physically 

travel 

2. Land transportation 

a. Roads were often crude and rudimentary 

b. Because of this, many colonists never ventured to the other colonies and 

often had more of an affection for England than each other  

c. No single road connected all 13 colonies  

d. Conestoga wagons  

3. Water transportation  

a. Slow travel up rivers because the steamboat had not been invented yet 

b. Traveling to England took 2-3 months 

c. Sail or flatboats  

 

V. Mercantilism and The Crown Trying to Reassert Control 

A. Mercantilism  

1. Economic theory for a nation to make as much money as possible because there is 

only so much wealth in the world and there is a great deal of competition among 

nations for that limited pie 

a. Exports > imports  $$$ 

b. Justifies having colonies  

c. The colonies exist to provide for the mother country; must be regulated  

1) Furnish raw materials to the mother country (i.e. England) 

2) Serve as a guaranteed market for finished goods from the mother 

country  

B. The British built up the world’s most formidable navy 

1. “Britannia rules the waves!” 

2. A strong navy was necessary to protect overseas colonies  

3. As an island nation it was even more important for Britain to have a powerful fleet  

4. By 1713 the Dutch navy was only half the size of the Royal Navy  

5. British naval supremacy would not be seriously challenged until the turn of the 20
th

 

century 

C. England vs. Great Britain 

1. Though the two are often used synonymously, it is important to recognize the 

differences 

2. England was the primary nation in the British Isles, but there was also Scotland, 

Wales, etc. 

3. In 1707 the Act of Union formally created Great Britain, incorporating Scotland, 

Wales, and later Northern Island  

4. In short, pre-1707 we use England, post-1707 the appropriate term is Great Britain 

or simply Britain 

D. The Navigation Acts 

1. A series of mercantilist policies that were first passed in 1650 

2. Originally aimed at undercutting the Dutch who at the time were the world’s 

economic superpower 

3. Examples 

a. Colonial goods could only be shipped on British ships 

b. Colonists were prohibited from selling textiles and iron products  

c. No ship could trade in the colonies unless it had been constructed in 

England or the colonies 

d. Certain good such as tobacco, rice, indigo, and sugar had to be first shipped 

to England  
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e. Certain trees were allocated to the Royal Navy to be used as the mast for 

ships  

f. The colonies could not enact a tariff on English goods but England could 

enact a tariff on colonial goods  

g. Even goods imported by the colonies from other countries had to first pass 

through English ports  

4. Enumerated goods 

a. Commodities that could only be sold to England- NOT other nations 

b. Ex: tobacco  

5. Molasses Act (1733) 

a. Aim to force the colonists to buy from British sugar producers and not the 

French 

b. Lowered rates, but the colonists increased smuggling  

E. Advantages/disadvantages of mercantilism 

1. Advantages 

a. Protection and benefits of being in the British Empire- the world’s mightiest 

empire and navy  

b. Have a guaranteed market for certain goods 

c. Ideal for fledgling colonies who lack self-sufficiency 

2. Disadvantages 

a. Economic independence was stifled in the colonies 

b. Cannot legally trade for cheaper goods in the French and Spanish West 

Indies  

F. The Dominion of New England and the Glorious Revolution (1688) 

1. The Dominion of New England 

a. The King wanted to consolidate control over the New England colonies  

1) Created one administrative unit for the region plus New York  

2) Appointed Sir Edmund Andros as governor 

b. The New England colonies resented this, and they especially resented 

Andros  

2. The Glorious Revolution (1688) 

a. In England the people overthrew King James II (Catholic) and placed the 

Protestant William and Mary from the Netherlands on the throne 

b. Since it was bloodless it was known as the Glorious Revolution  

c. Also led to the English Bill of Rights being drafted  

3. The Glorious Revolution inspired the colonists to end the Dominion of New England 

and Andros was shipped home  

4. Leisler’s Rebellion (1689-1691) 

a. Resentment by the lower classes vs. landlords and merchants  

b. Influenced by the Glorious Revolution  

G. Salutary neglect 

1. Term used to describe a period where the Navigation Acts and Britain’s mercantilist 

policies were not heavily enforced between about the late 1680s through 1763 

a. The distractions of the French and Indian Wars and other factors did much 

to establish a setting for salutary neglect 

b. The American colonies had become accustomed to a large degree of 

economic independence during salutary neglect  

c. Thus, there was very little reason to protest the Navigation Acts  

d. The colonies became quite prosperous through trade- both legal and illegal  

2. Great deal of smuggling in the colonies because they want French, Dutch, and 

Spanish goods, especially from the West Indies 

a.  New England shippers were particularly active smugglers 

b. John Hancock, a Bostonian, was a prominent smuggler 

c. Many times customs officials looked the other way 

3. After 1763 the British will need to begin enforcing their policies in order to raise 

revenue to pay off debts from the French and Indian Wars 
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H. Later economists will oppose this type of government intervention and support laissez-faire 

ideas 

1. Laissez faire 

a. The government should interfere as little as possible in the economy 

b. French word that means “to let alone” 

2. The most prominent critic was economist Adam Smith and his  influential The 

Wealth of Nations (1776) 

 

VI. Religion and the Great Awakening  

A. There is a wide variety of religious diversity in the 13 colonies 

1. Especially of the Protestant faiths 

2. The Middle Colonies saw the most religious diversity  

B. Two established, or tax-supported churches 

1. Anglican Church  

a. Also known as the Church of England 

b. Dominant in Virginia and the South, parts of New York  

2. Congregational Church 

a. Dominant in New England (except Rhode Island) 

b. An extension of Puritan ways 

C. Strong anti-Catholic sentiments in New England  

1. The close proximity of French Canada  

2. Catholics are not seen as true Christians by the Puritans  

D. Non-Christian faiths 

1. Only about 2,000 Jews but there was a synagogue in New York City  

2. Very few people that we would today call atheists or agnostics though there were 

many who did not attend church at all  

3. Virtually no Muslims (except some slaves), Buddhists, or Hindus  

E. The Great Awakening (1730s-1750s) 

1. In the first quarter of the 1700s many believed the established clergy was not 

meeting the people’s religious needs 

a. Start turning to emotional “New Light” ministers and rejecting the “Old 

Lights” 

b. 1730s-1740s: the Great Awakening, a series of revivals sweep throughout 

the colonies 

2. Important preachers 

a. Jonathan Edwards 

1) Most known for his sermon: “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 

God” 

2) “The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a 

spider or some loathsome insect over the fire abhors you, and is 

dreadfully provoked. His wrath toward you burns like fire; he 

looks upon you as worthy of nothing else but to be cast into the 

fire.” 

b. George Whitefield 

1) English minister inspired by John Wesley (the founder of the 

Methodist Church)  

2) Spellbinding orator who toured throughout the colonies from 

Georgia to Massachusetts  

3) Emphasis on being born again as a Christian  

c. William and Gilbert Tennent 

d. Theodore Frelinghuysen 

e. Samson Occom  

3. Emphasis on the emotional part of religion and it is appealing to the masses 

a. One parishioner recounted: “Before the sermon was done, there was a great 

moaning and crying through the whole house- What shall I do to be saved? 

Oh, I am going to Hell! –Oh what shall I do for Christ?” 



 44 

b. Whitefield on his audience: “The bitter cries and groans were enough to 

pierce the hardest heart. Some of the people were as pale as death; others 

were wringing their hands; others lying on the ground; others sinking into 

the arms of their friends; and most lifting their eyes to heaven, and crying to 

God for mercy. They seemed like persons… coming out of their graves to 

judgment.”  

4. Impact of the Great Awakening 

a. Affected different denominations in different ways 

b. Promoted acceptance of a wide variety of religious denominations  

1) This acceptance of religious diversity did not exist in Europe  

2) The Baptists and Methodists especially benefited 

c. Decline of Anglican (Episcopalians in America) and Congregation 

Churches 

d. Americans became less deferential to established clergymen and churches 

i. Ex: created divisions between the Presbyterian and Congregational 

Churches  

ii. Perhaps start to sow some of the seeds of dissent  

e. It impacted all of the 13 colonies 

1) First colonial-wide social movement 

2) Unifying effect  

f. Increased missionary work with Native Americans and slaves  

g. Establishment of colleges  

1) Princeton (1746) 

2) Columbia (1754) 

3) Brown (1764) 

4) Rutgers (1766) 

5) Dartmouth (1769) 

 

VII. Education, Intellectual Trends, and the Enlightenment  

A. Primary and secondary school 

1. Only a small number had more than primary education but yet there was a high 

literacy rate throughout the colonies  

a. Primarily the responsibility of families  

2. New England 

a. Education was more important in New England because of the importance 

the Puritans placed on reading the Bible 

b. Schools were easier to establish because the town was the focal point of 

New England life 

3. The South 

a. Less importance because it is difficult to establish schools in a rural society 

b. Planters hired private tutors and often sent their children north or abroad to 

college 

c. Blacks were excluded from any kind of educational opportunities  

B. America’s first colleges were established to train clergymen 

1. Harvard (1636) 

2. Yale (1701) 

3. Princeton (1743) 

4. Other Ivy League schools such as Columbia, Brown, Penn, and Dartmouth 

5. William and Mary (1693) was the only major college in the South (Virginia) 

C. The Press  

1. Widely read and very influential 

2. Often read aloud in public places such as taverns and courthouses  

3. More like editorials than newspapers today  

4. The trial of John Peter Zenger (1735) 

a. Zenger was accused of libel by the governor  

b. Libel: false and malicious use of words 
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c. The court set a precedent when it ruled any criticisms of the government- if 

true- were not libel 

d. A victory for freedom of the press  

 

D. The Enlightenment  

1. French philosophical movement in the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 

which emphasized natural laws and reason over emotion and blind faith  

2. Inspired the Scientific Revolution 

a. Ex: Copernicus 

b. Ex: Sir Isaac Newton  

3. Prominent philosophers of the Enlightenment 

a. John Locke 

i. Two Treatises on Government (1690) 

ii. Idea of natural rights (unalienable rights) that cannot be taken 

away- “life, liberty, property” 

iii. If the government does not protect these natural rights then the 

people can form a government that does (social contract)  

iv. Very influential to the Americans- especially Thomas Jefferson 

and the Declaration of Independence  

b. Montesquieu 

i. Believed a republic can only exist in a relatively small geographic 

area 

ii. Influential because of the idea of three branches of government 

that have separate powers and each can check the others so none 

become too powerful  

4. Deism 

a. Religious philosophy influenced by the Enlightenment 

b. God created the universe but the universe operates according to natural laws 

c. Metaphor to understand deism: God as a clock-maker  

i. Supreme Being created the universe, winds it up, and lets it operate 

according to natural laws (ex: gravity) 

ii. God exists but He does not interfere in day-to-day life  

5. Many of the Founding Fathers were very influenced by the Enlightenment 

a. Jefferson, Madison, and Adams were all very familiar with the writings of 

the philosophers of the Enlightenment  

b. But Benjamin Franklin probably best typified the Enlightenment as a 

scientist and philosopher   

 

VIII. Culture and Leisure Time 

A. Benjamin Franklin 

1. America’s most well-rounded man 

a. Dabbled in a variety of pursuits from science to politics 

b. Published the Pennsylvania Gazette  

c. Ex: his work with electricity made Franklin internationally known   

d. Inventor 

i. Bifocals, the Franklin stove, and the lightening rod  

2. Wrote Poor Richard’s Almanack 

a. Was the most popular of many such almanacs  

b. Variety of witty sayings and advice 

i. “Marry your son when you will but your daughter when you can.” 

ii. “Lost time is never found again.” 

iii. “The sleeping fox gathers no poultry.” 

iv. “Work as if you were to live 100 years, pray as if you were to die 

tomorrow.”  

c. Very popular throughout the colonies  

B. Taverns 



 46 

1. Refreshment and social gatherings  

2. News and information  

C. Art and literature 

1. Most serious American artists had to work in Europe 

2. No distinct American forms yet 

3. Painters 

a. John Trumbull 

b. Benjamin West 

c. John Singleton Copley 

4. Phyllis Wheatley  

a. Former slave 

b. Poet  

D. Leisure time 

1. New England 

a. More likely to resist “idleness” because of religious beliefs 

2. The South 

a. Card playing, horseracing, cockfighting, and fox hunting  

 

IX. Colonial Government  

A. Colonial legislatures 

1. Ex: House of Burgesses 

2. Colonists valued this branch of government most- defenders of liberty  

3. Power of the purse- taxes and spending  

B. Colonial governors 

1. Appointed by the King 

2. Powers 

a. Could dismiss judges- but NOT assembly 

b. Could veto legislature 

c. Commander-in-chief for colonial defense 

C. Increasing tensions between the governor and legislature  

D. Only landowners were allowed to vote  

E. Growing resentment from western/lower classes vs. elites 

1. Paxton Boys  

a. Resentful of colonial taxes 

b. Western Pennsylvania  Philadelphia 

c. Scots-Irish 

d. Wanted protection from the Indians 

2. Regulator Movement 

a. Upcountry Carolinas 

b. Did not feel adequately represented 

c. Taxes 

 

X. How are the 13 colonies becoming more American and less English? 
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New France and the French and Indian Wars 

 
I. New France 

A. Catholic France 

1. The kings of France were more autocratic then English monarchs 

a. Absolute kings vs. limited monarchs in England who had to share power 

with Parliament 

b. King Louis XIV was known as the “Sun King” because of his power  

2. Huguenots 

a. French Protestants  

b. Discriminated against by the government  

c. The Edict of Nantes (1598) temporarily allowed freedom of religion for the 

Huguenots 

B. Canada 

1. Developed along the St. Lawrence River 

2. Jacques Cartier  

a. 1534: explored the St. Lawrence River and claimed the area for France 

b. Initially searching for a northwest passage to Asia  

c. Failed to establish a permanent colony in 1541  

3. Quebec was founded by Samuel de Champlain in 1608 

a. Champlain is known as the “Father of New France” 

b. Good location atop cliffs along the St. Lawrence  

4. Montreal was founded in 1640 

5. Jesuit priests established missions  

6. Slow population growth 

a. 15,000 in 1700 

b. Only about 60,000 French Canadians in 1750 (in 1660 the New England 

colonies alone had at least 58,000 settlers) 

c. There was about a 15:1 advantage in favor of the English colonists on the 

eve of the French and Indian War  

C. Why did New France not attract as many settlers as the English colonies? 

1. The French peasantry were more firmly rooted to their land  

2. France’s large army tied up many young men who may otherwise be attracted to 

New France  

3. Forbade religious dissenters from settling there 

a. Huguenots were forbidden refuge  

b. Very different than the English almost encouraging dissident groups such as 

Pilgrims, Puritans, and Quakers to seek refuge  

4. Few economic motives to settle a 

5. Canada had a reputation as an inhospitable place 

a. Cold climate  

b. Indian attacks  

6. The government was not nearly as interested in the New World because its focus was 

on Europe  

a. This is especially true when compared with the British  

7. Mostly male immigrants, few women immigrated to New France  

D. Importance of the fur trade 

1. The furs from beavers and other North American mammals were very valuable 

2. It was good from the European point of view because furs were in high demand and 

the Indians did most of the work  

3. Coureurs de bois  

a. “Runners of the woods” 

b. French fur trappers 

4. French trappers and Jesuit missionaries pushed inland 

a. Want control of the Ohio Valley and Great Lakes 
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b. Both groups made a better attempt to be tolerant and understand Indian 

ways (ex: learn the language) 

E. Exploration of the Mississippi River 

1. The Mississippi River could connect the Great Lakes with French Louisiana 

2. French explorers on the Mississippi 

a. Father Jacques Marquette 

i. First white to explore the Mississippi River from the North 

ii. Traveled all the way to the Arkansas River 

b. Father Louis Joliet  

c. La Salle 

i. La Salle actually explored Texas when he mistakenly overshot the 

mouth of the Mississippi River  

ii. This is where the French claim to Texas originates  

iii. He was killed by his own men on their trek back to Canada  

iv. Actually inspired Spain to make more of an effort to colonize 

Texas before some other nation did  

3. Louisiana 

a. Founding of New Orleans in 1718 

b. Turned into a plantation society along the lower Mississippi dependant on 

sugar  

4. French settlements on the Gulf Coast 

a. Biloxi (1699): founded by Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville  

b. Mobile (1702)  

F. Arguably a more tolerant society than the English colonies 

1. Generally more tolerant of the Indians than the English  

a. Relied on them for the fur trade 

b. More likely to intermarry and live among the Indians (very uncommon for 

the English colonists)  

c. Need the alliance to offset the much larger English population  

2. Women were treated better  

3. Treated slaves better and granted blacks more freedoms  

4. Exceptions 

a. No elected assembly like the Virginia House of Burgesses 

b. The government was more autocratic 

G. Various places have French names and influences 

1. New Orleans, St. Louis, Louisiana, Baton Rouge, Des Moines, and Grand Tetons 

2. The Cajuns 

a. Originally settlers of Acadia (present-day New Foundland) 

b. Were expelled by the British and went to Louisiana  

c. Formed a distinct subculture that is still present today (gumbo, jambalaya, 

zydeco, Mardi Gras, etc.)  

 

II. The French and Indian Wars 

A. A series of four wars between France and England (Britain) for control of the Ohio River 

Valley and North America 

1. Each of the conflicts are actually world wars including various theaters of operations 

and various European powers like Russia, Spain, Prussia, and Austria with the two 

primary antagonists being Britain vs. France 

2. Collectively, these conflicts were known as the French and Indian Wars 

3. The Indians are pawns in the struggle, used by both powers for their own advantage 

a. French: Hurons 

b. English: Iroquois Confederation  

4. The first three wars were inconclusive  

B. King William’s War (1689-1697) 

C. Queen Anne’s War (1702-1713) 

1. Fought for Florida and even burned St. Augustine  



 49 

2. Ended by the Treaty of Utrecht (1713) 

a. The British received Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and the Hudson Bay 

from France, and Gibraltar from Spain  

b. The Spanish and French agreed to never transfer colonial holdings 

D. War of Jenkins’s Ear or King George’s War  (1739-1748) 

1. Started when the Spanish cut off the ear of an English ship captain- Robert Jenkins  

2. Once again, the British wanted to eliminated the Spanish threat in Florida  

3. Louisbourg  

a. American colonists actually captured the supposedly impregnable fortress 

guarding the mouth of the St. Lawrence River 

b. Known as the “Gibraltar of the West”  

c. Britain returned the fortress in the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748) 

d. Angered many colonists because it was done in Britain’s best interests, not 

theirs  

E. Seven Years’ War (1754-1763) 

 

III. The Seven Years’ War (1754-1763) 

A. Sometimes known simply as the French and Indian War  

B. Actually started by an expedition led by George Washington  

1. Governor Robert Dinwiddie sent Washington to contest French claims in the Ohio 

Valley in what is near present-day Pittsburgh 

2. Washington lost control of his Indian allies and the party killed a few Frenchmen 

(including the commander Jumonville), igniting the final of the French and Indian 

Wars 

3. This was Washington’s baptism under fire: “I heard the bullets whistle and believe 

me, there is something charming in the sound.”  

4. Washington soon was defeated at hastily constructed Fort Necessity and captured 

5. Not knowing French well Washington did not realize he signed a document saying 

he assassinated the French commander 

C. Albany Congress (1754) 

1. Only 7 colonies were represented  

2. Initially sought to keep the Iroquois loyal to the British  

3. Benjamin Franklin’s plan for colonial unity  

a. Purpose: common defense and westward expansion  

b. National legislature  

c. President-General appointed by the King  

d. Was NOT a plan for independence 

e. Failed to pass  

f. “Join or Die” cartoon with a snake divided into pieces and each piece 

representing a different colony appeared in the Pennsylvania Gazette  

g. The time for such a colonial union had not come yet  

D. Initially the war went poorly for the British 

1. Disaster on the Monongahela 

a. Near the present-day location of Pittsburgh and Washington’s previous 

defeat  

b. General Edward Braddock had been sent to fight a European style 

c. Braddock held in great contempt his Indian and colonial allies  

d. Braddock stumbled into an ambush- approximately 70% were killed  

e. Washington was an aide and helped lead the survivors to safety  

2. Defeats at Fort Ticonderoga and Fort Oswego  

E. William Pitt 

1. December 1756: became Prime Minister  

2. Extremely confident in his ability to win the war  

a. “I know I can save the country and that I alone can.” 

3. Known as the “Organizer of Victory” 
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a.  Developed a coherent strategy to focus on the heart of New France: Quebec 

and Montreal- America was “where England and Europe are to be fought 

for.” 

b. Developed a more coordinated global war effort 

4. Promoted younger and aggressive commanders over slow and cautious field 

commanders- ex: Jeffrey Amherst and James Wolfe  

5. Saw Americans as compatriots and this raised morale among the colonists  

F. Lots of vicious fighting on the frontier  

G. Fall of New France 

1. 1758: Louisbourg fell opening up the St. Lawrence River 

2. 1759: General Wolfe’s British forces defeated the Marquis de Montcalm on the 

Plains of Abraham outside Quebec fall of Quebec 

3. 1760: General Jeffrey Amherst captured Montreal 

H. Elsewhere around the world the British were successful 

1. Ex: capturing Cuba from Spain  

2. Conquering French possessions in India  

I. The Treaty of Paris (1763) 

1. The French lost their North American possessions except for a few valuable sugar 

islands in the West Indies 

a. Guadeloupe  

b. Martinique  

2. Spain 

a. Louisiana was ceded to Spain from France  

b. Spain traded Florida to Britain in order to regain Cuba  

3. Great Britain is now undisputed master of the eastern half of North America, 

including Canada 

 

IV. The Results of the Seven Years’ War 

A. The French threat is removed from North America 

1. Some colonists wonder if the protection of the British military is still needed 

2. In most cases colonial militia was adequate enough to deal with the Indians  

B. The American colonists are going to be more likely to rebel in 15 years  

1. The colonists see that the British are not invincible 

a. Ex: Washington was with Braddock when he blundered into an ambush  

2. Increased colonial identity  

3. Felt disrespected at many times during the war 

a. Ex: at times felt like second-class citizens  

b. British officers often viewed colonial militias with contempt  

4. The American colonies, despite the failure of the Albany Plan (1754), had come 

together like never before  

5. Men such as George Washington and Ben Franklin get in a position to be leaders 

later 

C. Native Americans 

1. The Indians could no longer play the French and British off each other 

2. In fact, the British are in a much better position to play various Indian tribes off each 

other  

a. Ex: Treaty of Fort Stanwix (1768): the Iroquois relinquished claims in the 

Ohio Valley  

D. The British are very much in debt despite their victory 

1. British debt 

a. 1756: £75 million  

b. 1763: £133 million  

2. End of salutary neglect 

3. Respond with a series of taxes in the 1760s (ex: the Stamp Act and Townshend 

Acts) 

4. Want to prevent further conflicts with the Native Americans 
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E. Pontiac’s Rebellion (1763) 

1. Influenced by Neolin who said the Indians needed to purify themselves of white 

ways and drive the white men out 

2. Led by Pontiac, a convert of Neolin 

3. Indians attacked forts all along the frontier  

4. Initially very successful  

F. Proclamation of 1763 

1. Prohibited colonial settlement west of the Allegheny Mountains 

2. Dual goals of preventing costly Indian wars and exercising more control of the 

colonists  

G. In short, Americans were even more anxious to move west and conquer what was before them 

and without the aid of Britain  
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The Road to Revolution, 1763-1775 
 

I. At the end of the French and Indian Wars most colonists were happy to be part of the British 

Empire. Why does this change in the next 15 years? 

 

II. The British Debt 

A. Though the British were victorious in the French and Indian War and were undisputed 

masters of the eastern half of the North American continent, they were heavily in debt. Thus, 

there is a need to: 

1. Reorganize the empire 

2. Raise revenue (increase taxes) 

a. The British raised taxes at home and the 13 colonies  

B. Prime Minister George Grenville passed some measures to increase revenue 

1. Proclamation of 1763 

a. Prohibited colonists from settling west of the Allegheny Mountains 

b. Response to Pontiac’s Rebellion 

c. Though not a tax, it was certainly an attempt to help the British treasury by 

avoiding costly Indian Wars  

d. Angered the colonists because land was such an important commodity and 

after all wasn’t the French and Indian Wars fought to secure that land? 

e. Angered land speculators 

f. Some colonists saw it as a British plan to contain the colonial population so 

it could be more easily controlled  

g. Colonists evaded the law and moved westward; difficult to enforce 

2. Currency Act of 1764 

a. Prohibited the colonies from printing off their own paper money  

b. Debts to British merchants would thus have to be paid in gold or silver  

c. The idea was to curb inflation  

d. Terrible timing because many Virginia planters were going into debt and it 

hurt trade  

3. Sugar Act of 1764 

a. 1
st
 attempt by Parliament to raise revenue  

b. Americans had been smuggling from the French West Indies and other non-

British colonies  

c. Decreased duties on sugar (the Molasses Act of 1733) from the West 

Indies- sought to discourage bribery and illegal smuggling  

d. Use of vice admiralty courts (basically military tribunals) to prosecute 

smugglers  

e. Soon repealed 

4. The Quartering Act of 1765 

a. The colonists were required to provide food and shelter for British troops 

b. Americans wondered why British troops were needed because the French 

threat was removed and they felt they could take care of the Indians on their 

own  

c. The Founding Fathers will hate this enough that the Third Amendment later 

prohibited the quartering of troops 

d. The colonists saw this as taxation without representation in a new guise  

e. Perhaps most troubling to the colonists was that Parliament suspended New 

York’s Assembly in response to that colony’s noncompliance  

5. The Stamp Act (1765) 

C. Different opinions on how these debts should be paid 

1. The British see it justifiable for the American colonies to pay their share 

a. The colonies benefited the most from the victory of the French and Indian 

Wars  
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b. It is only fair they pay a sizable portion of the tab of British troops stationed 

in America  

c. The American colonists actually pay fewer taxes than Englishmen and 

actually pay among the fewest taxes in the world  

2. The colonists are not opposed to taxes themselves but resent “taxation without 

representation” 

D. Differing views of representation  

1. “Virtual representation” 

a. Parliament believed each member represented ALL the Empire’s subjects 

and their interests not just the district they came from  

b. Thus, the British believed the Americans were indeed represented in 

Parliament  

c. The British did not anticipate the fury against the Stamp Act and other taxes 

imposed after the French and Indian War  

2. Actual representation 

a. Representatives had to be residents of the locales they spoke for   

b. This idea was not only popular in the colonies but increasingly in Britain 

itself  

3. Parliament did not want to give representation to the colonies 

a. Would set a bad precedent for other parts of the Empire 

b. The colonies were rapidly growing economically and numerically, a fear 

that someday they would have too much power (classic case of the tail 

wagging the dog) 

4. The colonists have no representation in Parliament 

a. “No taxation without representation” 

b. Believe because they are Englishmen there are entitled to the rights of 

Englishmen  

c. Ironic because if the Americans did have representation in Parliament they 

would likely be outvoted on a consistent basis  

5. The colonists come to see themselves as upholding liberty in the face of the 

tyrannical British government  

E. American colonists were becoming increasingly indebted to British merchants 

1. 1760: £2 million 

2. 1772: £4 million 

3. Especially Virginia tobacco farmers  

 

III. Republican Form of Government and the Enlightenment 

A. Republic 

1. The people have power- elect representatives to make decisions for them 

2. NOT a direct democracy 

a. Did not necessarily trust the masses- ex: only property owners could vote 

b. But far greater political participation and voting than England  

3. Shift away from the idea of having a titled aristocracy and a monarchy 

4. Government should be small, limited, and responsible to the people  

5. Emphasis on citizen virtue 

a. Citizens should set aside personal ambitions for the better of the nation  

b. One should never look power-hungry 

6. Not to be confused with the political party which does not emerge until much later 

a. Republican- the political party 

b. republican- the political philosophy  

7. Some Americans fear the increasing power of the British government 

a. Writs of assistance 

i. Search and seizure without a specific purpose (i.e. a search 

warrant), usually applied to suspected smugglers  

ii. Upset the Founding Fathers so much that they are specifically 

forbidden by the Fourth Amendment  
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b. Admiralty courts  

i. Used to prosecute violators of the Navigation Acts and other 

British mercantilist policies  

ii. No juries- basically military tribunals in Halifax, Nova Scotia 

(Canada) 

iii. Violated the colonists cherished views of trial by jury and a jury of 

one’s peers in the community  

iv. One had to prove themselves innocent rather than the Court 

proving the defendant’s guilt  

c. Royal veto  

i. The King could nullify acts passed by colonial legislatures 

ii. Ex: prohibited the colonies from printing money 

iii. Not done often  

B. The Commonwealth Tradition 

1. Even some in Britain were concerned about the power of the government 

a. Ex: John Trenchard 

2. Fears that King George III was becoming too powerful  

C. In short, the colonists were increasingly feeling that their rights as Englishmen were being 

violated  

 

IV. The Stamp Act (1765) 

A. Tax designed to cover the costs of stationing troops in America  

B. Required a stamp (a tax) to be affixed to a variety of goods 

1. Playing cards, newspapers, diplomas, marriage licenses, mortgages, contracts, wills, 

almanacs, etc. 

2. This made the colonists extremely angry because it directly affected everyone and it 

was a very visible tax  

3. Violators would be tried in vice admiralty courts 

C. Unfortunately for the British the Stamp Act negatively impacted very vocal and influential 

groups (ex: newspaper editors)   

D. Stamp Act Congress 

1. 27 delegates from 9 colonies met to draw up grievances to send the King 

2. Non-importation agreements (boycott of British goods) 

3. Emphasized homespun garments instead of clothing made in England 

a. Ex: spinning bees  

b. Helped involve women in the protest  

E. Other forms of protest 

1. The Sons and Daughters of Liberty were established  

a. Founded by Samuel Adams 

b. Chapters later spread throughout the colonists 

2. Burning in effigy and tarring and feathering of stamp tax collectors 

3. The home of Lieutenant Governor Thomas Hutchinson (Massachusetts) was 

destroyed  

4. Rise of colonial leaders 

a. Samuel and John Adams 

b. Patrick Henry 

i. Virginia Resolves: Virginians alone had the right to tax Virginia   

F. Repealed by Lord Rockingham who had replaced Grenville 

1. British merchants were hurting and this was the primary reason the Stamp Act was 

repealed  

2. Parliament passed the Declaratory Act (1766): reasserted Parliament’s authority “in 

all cases whatsoever” 

 

V. The Townshend Acts (1767) 

A. Charles Townshend  
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1. Took over for Lord Rockingham as prime minister who had briefly taken over for 

Grenville  

2. Known as “Champaign Charley” for his fondness of drink and delivering speeches to 

Parliament while drunk  

3. Understood the necessity of raising revenue from the colonies; this had not changed 

after the Stamp Act crisis   

B. Tax on a variety of goods: glass, tea, paint, paper and lead 

1. Townshend did not feel like these taxes would be a big deal because they were 

external taxes, meaning they were import duties and not nearly as visible as the 

Stamp Act  

2. Done to pay for judges and other British officials  

3. Colonial opposition to the taxes 

a. The colonists were still opposed to the taxes because of the lack of 

representation 

b. Many colonists also saw the Townshend duties for what they were- a 

tightening of British control over trade  

c. Really did not like the fact this money was going to fund the salaries of 

judges and other officials in America  

C. Protest 

1. Revival of the nonimportation agreements (boycotts) 

2. The Circular Letter 

a. The Massachusetts House of Representatives declared the Townshend Acts 

unconstitutional  

b. In response, the royal governor dissolved the assembly  

3. John Dickinson’s Letters From an American Farmer in Pennsylvania (1768) 

a. Widely published in colonial newspapers  

b. “We are taxed without our consent…We are therefore SLAVES!”  

D. Repeal 

1. Again, the impact of the boycott helped end the Townshend duties  

2. Lord North took power and repealed the Townshend Acts in April 1770 except for 

tea as a symbol of Parliament’s authority  

 

VI. The Boston Massacre (5 March 1770) 

A. Increasing number of British troops led to increased tensions in Boston 

1. By 1770 there were 4,000 troops stationed in Boston 

2. Roughly one soldier for every four citizens 

3. Tensions were mounting  

B. The incident  

1. An angry mob of Bostonians hurled snowballs, rocks, and insults at British soldiers 

who were on guard duty  

2. British troops fired into a crowd killing five Bostonians and wounded several others  

C. Fueled Patriot propaganda 

1. Pamphleteers labeled the incident the “Boston Massacre”, especially Samuel Adams  

2. Paul Revere’s famous engraving depicting the event  

D. John Adams defended the soldiers in trial 

1. He wanted to ensure these men received a fair trial and demonstrate Bostonians 

respected the law  

2. All but two of the men were acquitted 

3. The two were found guilty of manslaughter and branded on the thumbs  

 

VII. The Committees of Correspondence 

A. Established in 1772 by Samuel Adams in Massachusetts to publicize grievances against 

British policy  

1. Effectively acted as propaganda machines  

2. Argued British policy was to enslave Americans  

3. Later other colonies were included  
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a. Ex: the Virginia Committee included prominent members such as Patrick 

Henry, Richard Henry Lee, and Thomas Jefferson  

B. Yet another step toward colonial unity and helped foster the idea that there was a common 

threat to all 13 colonies- British tyranny  

 

VIII. The Boston Tea Party and the Intolerable Acts 

A. Increasing number of incidents against the British 

1. Ex: the Gaspėe, a British ship, was burned in Rhode Island  

2. Prohibiting ships carrying tea or unload their cargos  

B. The British East India Company was going bankrupt 

1. Had about £17 million worth of unsold tea 

2. The Crown guaranteed a monopoly on the American tea market to ensure they did 

not go bankrupt 

3. In short, it was another form of “no taxation without representation” to the colonists  

4. The Americans were accustomed to smuggling cheap Dutch tea 

C. Why were the Americans so angry about having to buy cheaper tea? 

1. Saw it as yet another example of Parliament overextending its bounds 

2. If Parliament claimed the right to create a tea monopoly on the colonies, what other 

commodities could they monopolize? 

3. Royal governor Thomas Hutchinson in Boston inflamed the situation  

D. The Tea Party (16 December 1773)  

1. Bostonians dressed as Indians dumped 342 chests of tea into Boston Harbor 

2. Citizens on the wharves cheered the protestors on  

3. £10,000 worth of tea was destroyed (approximately 45 tons)  

4. Samuel Adams was likely involved  

5. Many colonists did not like this destruction of property but were even more 

concerned about Parliament’s response  

E. Parliament responded with the Coercive Acts (1774) 

1. The British government realized it must act with purpose 

a. King George III: “We must master them or totally leave them to themselves 

and treat them as aliens.”  

2. Known in the colonies as the “Intolerable Acts” 

3. Royal officials charged of crimes would be tried in Britain, not in the colonies  

4. Boston Port Act 

a. The port of Boston would be closed until damages were paid 

b. Placed Boston under martial law 

5. Restrictions on self-government 

a. Ex: town meetings were prohibited  

b. Increasing power of colonial governors (appointed by the King)  

6. Increasing number of crimes being tried in admiralty courts (no trial by jury) 

F. Quebec Act (1774) 

1. Terrible timing 

a. Passed roughly the same time as the Coercive Acts  

b. The colonists incorrectly associated the Quebec Act as one of the 

Intolerable Acts  

2. Provisions 

a. The French Canadians were allowed to retain their Catholic faith 

b. Allows Quebec to retain old practices such as no representative assembly or 

trial by jury in civil cases- practices the colonists believed essential to 

liberty  

c. The boundaries of Quebec were extended to the Ohio Valley  

3. Troubling to colonists  

a. Strong anti-Catholic sentiments  

b. Fear their own rights will be taken away (ex: representative assemblies and 

trial-by-jury) 



 57 

c. Wasn’t the purpose of the French and Indian Wars to acquire the Ohio 

Valley?  

d. Especially troubling to Virginia planters who had designs on this lands  

G. It is becoming increasing clear that war clouds are forming on the horizon 

1. King George III: “The New England governments are in a state of rebellion, blows 

must decide whether they (the colonies) are subject to this country or independent.” 

2. John Adams: “the die is cast”  

3. Suffolk Resolves (Massachusetts): called for armed resistance against the Coercive 

Acts  

4. The other colonies came to rally around the cause in Boston because of the 

Intolerable Acts  

5. 23 March 1775: Patrick Henry delivered his “Give me liberty or give me death” 

speech to the Virginia House of Burgesses  

6. Some in Parliament were starting to be sympathetic to the colonies 

a. Ex: William Pitt 

b. Edmund Burke: “An Englishman is the unfittest person on earth to argue 

another Englishmen into slavery.” 

7. Yet others saw the colonists as spoiled brats and hypocritical 

a. Dr. Samuel Johnson: “How is it that we hear the loudest yelps for liberty 

from drivers of Negroes?” 

8. Growing idea among some colonists there is a British plot to destroy American 

liberty  

 

IX. The First Continental Congress 

A. Met in Philadelphia in September-October 1774 

B. 55 delegates 

1. All colonies were represented except Georgia 

2. Included many prominent delegates 

a. John Adams 

b. Silas Deane 

c. Paul Revere 

d. George Washington 

e. Richard Henry Lee 

f. John Jay 

g. Patrick Henry 

h. Samuel Chase  

C. More of a convention than a Congress 

D. Fairly conservative in that they wanted to avoid war  

E. Five grievances/acts 

1. Rejected a plan for colonial union similar to the Albany Plan 

2. Statement of grievances sent to the King over the head of Parliament  

3. Military preparations in case of an attack from the British 

4. Created the Association  

a. Colonial-wide nonimportation agreement 

b. Called for the complete boycott of British goods until the Intolerable Acts 

were repealed 

5. Agreed to meet next year in May 

F. British response 

1. Declared the Continental Congress was an illegal assembly  

2. The British realized they needed to be even more vigilant on keeping their hold on 

the colonies, especially in the Boston area  

 

X. Lexington and Concord (April 19, 1775) 

A. Increasing number of British troops stationed in Boston  

B. Colonists had been stockpiling supplies such as gunpowder  
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C. British troops under General Thomas Gage sent troops from Boston on an expedition to 

Concord in order to: 

1. Capture Sam Adams and John Hancock at Lexington (just outside of Boston) 

2. Capture an arsenal (stockpile of arms and ammunition) 

D. Paul Revere and William Dawes warned that the “British are coming” 

E. “Minutemen” 

1. Colonial militia- were assembled to meet the British threat  

2. Known as such because of their ability to be ready to defend their homes in a 

moment’s notice  

F. Skirmish at Lexington  

1. Tensions mounted as 268 British troops faced 68 militia on Lexington commons 

2. Eight Minutemen were killed 

3. Unclear who fired the first shots  

4. The colonial militia dispersed and the British continued to Concord  

G. Concord  

1. The alarm rang and militia converged on Concord   

2. The British were driven away after a skirmish with Minutemen  

H. Running battle between the British and the Minutemen on the 18-mile retreat back to Boston 

1. Guerilla tactics by the Minutemen (ex: hiding and shooting behind trees instead of 

engaging in a standing battle) 

2. The British suffered three times as many casualties as the militia 

a. British casualties: 73 killed, 174 wounded 

b. Colonial casualties: 49 killed, 39 wounded  

I. “The shot heard ‘round the world” 

1. The first major rebellion in the British Empire 

2. But yet it was unclear whether this was the beginning of a full-fledged war between 

Britain and her colonies or not  
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The War for American Independence, 1775-1783 
 

I. The Road to War 

A. Growing sense of American identity 

B. No longer need British protection 

1. Removal of France from North America in 1763 

2. The colonists felt their militias could handle the Indians on their own  

C. Increasing colonial unity 

1. Began with 13 disorganized colonies founded at different times for different 

purposes  

2. New England Confederation (1643-1684) 

a. Initially included only the two Massachusetts colonies and two Connecticut 

colonies 

b. Later incorporated all of New England and New York 

c. Primarily for defense against Indian attacks 

3. Dominion of New England (1686-1689) 

a. Attempt by King James II to assert more control over New England 

b. Headed by the unpopular Sir Edmund Andros 

c. Andros was recalled after William and Mary came to power during the 

Glorious Revolution  

4. The Great Awakening (1730s-1740s) 

5. Albany Congress (1754) 

6. The French and Indian Wars (1689-1763) 

7. Stamp Act Congress (1765) 

8. Boycotts and nonimportation agreements 

9. Committees of Correspondence (1772-1776) 

10. First Continental Congress (1774) 

11. Second Continental Congress (1775) 

D. Taxation without representation after the French and Indian Wars 

E. Growing sense that Parliament and later the King were unjust 

F. New ideas on government 

1. Emphasis on colonial assemblies 

2. See royal governors and courts as unjust 

3. More people were able to vote than in England 

4. Growing influence of Enlightenment  

 

II. Second Continental Congress 

A. Met in May 1775 after Lexington and Concord (had been scheduled to meet prior to 

Lexington and Concord) 

B. The colonists faced the problem of starting from scratch to possibly coordinate a war effort  

1. Raised the Continental Army  

2. Named George Washington as commander of the Continental Army  

a. Actually named before the army was created  

b. One of the few in the colonies who had significant military experience  

c. John Adams really pushed for Washington  

d. Important that he was a Virginian because it was the most populous colony 

and made the conflict more than simply a New England dispute  

e. Imposing stature and physical presence solidified his selection  

3. Raised money for the war effort 

a. Printed off too much money which resulted in inflation  

b. “Not worth a Continental” 

C. The difficulties of trying to coordinate 13 disorganized colonies over long distance  

D. Declaration of Causes and Taking-up Arms 

1. Drafted by John Dickinson and Jefferson  

2. Denied Americans wanted independence  

E. Olive Branch Petition 
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1. The colonists essentially asked for forgiveness after Lexington and Concord 

a. Led by moderates such as John Dickinson  

2. Rejected outright by King George III  

a. The King was afraid this example would be followed by other colonies such 

as Ireland and the West Indies  

b. Sent an additional 20,000 troops to American  

c. The King declared the colonies were in “open and avowed rebellion” and 

that the British were going to “bring the traitors to justice”  

d. The Prohibitory Act (December 1775): the British excluded trade with the 

Americans  

F. The Continental Congress during the Revolutionary War 

1. Shortages of supplies, ammunition, etc. 

2. Weak powers 

3. The Articles of Confederation, the United States’ first constitution, was not drafted 

until 1777 and not ratified until 1781 

 

III. Strengths and Weaknesses of the American Colonies and the British 

 

 Britain Colonies 

 

Advantages 

Naval supremacy 

 

Disciplined/experienced professional 

army 

 

Population: 7.5 vs. 2.5 million (20% were 

slaves)  

 

National wealth: the world’s richest 

nation  

 

Most of the Native Americans supported 

the British 

   * Ex: the Iroquois  

Do not have to win the war, just must not 

lose it 

 

Fighting a defensive war on their own soil 

 

Foreign support (France, Spain, the 

Netherlands) 

 

Leadership- both political and military  

 

Large territory that must be subdued  

 

 

 

 

Disadvantages 

Far from their base of operations: >2,000 

miles from London 

 

Underestimated the Americans  

   * “Rabble in arms”  

 

How do you win the war and still be able 

to bring these defeated peoples back into 

the Empire? 

  * Especially early in the war 

 

Incompetent leadership (both political 

and military) 

  * King George III suffered from mental 

illness  

  * Prime Minister North was no William 

Pitt 

 

The people were not totally behind the 

war, especially as it lengthened; growing 

anti-war movement  

Poorly-trained militia 

 

Problem of starting from scratch 

(government and military) 

 

Sectional jealousies 

 

The American people were not 

completely united behind the cause (ex: 

loyalists) 

 

Constant shortage of supplies 

 

Economic problems (ex: inflation) 
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IV. Bunker Hill and the Failed Invasion of Canada  

A. Battle of Bunker Hill (June 1775) 

1. Colonial forces outside Boston repealed several British attacks only to be forced off 

Breed’s Hill (the battle is misnamed) after running low on ammunition  

2. Inflicted heavy casualties on the British 

a. Approximately 40% casualties  

b. One British general commented: “It was a dear bought victory; another such 

would have ruined us.” 

B. Failed invasion of Canada 

1. Mistaken belief that Canada wanted to join the American cause  

2. Canada, like the West Indies, had little reason to oppose the Crown  

3. Despite the heroic leadership of Benedict Arnold, the invasion was a disaster 

C. Evacuation of Boston (17 March 1776) 

1. Henry Knox hauled heavy siege guns from Fort Ticonderoga 

2. The British were unable to remain and evacuated never returning for the rest of the 

war  

3. March 17
th

 is still celebrated as “Evacuation Day” in Boston  

 

V. Thomas Paine and Common Sense  

A. Common Sense (1776) 

1. Propaganda pamphlet  

2. Widely read 

a. Sold 120,000 copies in just a few months 

b. Short and easy to read 

3. Arguments  

a. Demanded immediate independence  

b. Why should an island control a continent? 

c. Anti-monarchy- for the first time really the King was blamed instead of 

Parliament  

d. Championed a republican form of government 

e. “The nearer any government approaches to a republic the less business there 

is for a king. It is somewhat difficult to find a name for the government of 

England. Sir William Meredith calls it a republic; but in its present state it is 

unworthy of the name, because of the corrupt influence of the Crown.” 

B. The American Crisis 

1. Published at a low point at the end of 1776; written with the intent of boasting 

morale  

2. “These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine 

patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of the country; but he who stands it 

now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not 

easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, 

the more glorious the triumph.” 

 

VI. Independence 

A. It took more than a year for the colonies to decide for independence  

B. Reasons for this shift 

1. War was becoming too costly to simply address old grievances 

2. King George III hiring German mercenaries to fight the colonists and support British 

troops  

a. Known as Hessians  

b. The colonists found this to be particularly disturbing because they felt it 

was bringing outsiders to a family fight  

c. The Hessians had a bad reputation for committing atrocities and 

drunkenness 

3. The King’s outright rejection of the Olive Branch Petition stung the colonists who 

had believed the King understood them better than Parliament  



 62 

4. Influence of Common Sense  

C. The Declaration of Independence 

1. 2 July 1776: Congress voted for independence  

2. Thomas Jefferson was chosen to write the Declaration of Independence, assisted by 

John Adams 

a. Jefferson was chosen because of his writing ability 

b. Adams today is somewhat underestimated as a founding father, but one 

delegate called him the “Atlas of Independence” 

c. Jefferson’s original version was eventually trimmed by ¼, especially his 

attack on slavery  

3. “That these United States, are, and of right, ought to be, free and independent states; 

that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British crown, and that all political 

connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally 

dissolved.” 

4. Influenced by John Locke and other philosophers of the Enlightenment 

a. Locke’s philosophy of natural rights of men and social contract were used 

to struggle for independence  

b. Natural rights  

i. Also known as unalienable rights, cannot be taken away no matter 

what  

ii. Locke talked of “life, liberty, and property” 

c. The Social Contract- the people have the right to break away from the 

government if it does not protect these rights  

5. Two major parts  

a. Natural rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 

i. “We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are created 

equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable rights: that among these are life, liberty, and pursuit of 

happiness.” 

b. List of charges against King George III 

i. Spells out the reasons for breaking away to legitimize 

independence  and demonstrate how the social contract was broken  

ii. Ex: “He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies 

without the Consent of our legislatures.” 
6. The contradiction of “all men created equal” and Jefferson owning slaves  

7. A message to foreign powers 

a. Showed the world, especially France, that the colonies were taking a major 

step and were legitimate 

b. Hoped to gain support  

8. Many signers sacrificed a great deal because of their act of treason  

a. The document ends with “We mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 

fortunes, and our sacred honor.” 

b. Benjamin Harrison to Elbridge Gerry on the day it was signed: “I shall have 

a great advantage over you Mr. Gerry, when we are all hung for what we 

are now doing. From the size and weight of my body, I shall die in a few 

minutes, but from the lightness of your body you will dance in the air an 

hour or two before you are dead.”  

c. John Hancock to Benjamin Franklin: “Come, come sire. We must be 

unanimous. No pulling different ways. We must all hang together.” 

Franklin- “Indeed, we must all hang together. Otherwise, we shall most 

assuredly hang separately.”  

D. The British did not understand why the colonies wanted independence so much 

1. Kept sending peace commissioners to end the war short of granting independence 

2. But the deal breaker for the colonies after July 1776 was independence  

 

VII. Patriots and Loyalists 
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A. By no means did all colonists or perhaps even a majority support the American Revolution 

B. Breakdown of sympathies 

1. John Adams estimated the breakdown of support: 

a. 1/3: Patriots 

i. But there is evidence Patriot sentiments increased during the war 

ii. There was enough Patriot support to be a deciding factor in the war  

b. 1/3: Loyalists 

c. 1/3: those on the fence  

d. This is not exactly true but a way to demonstrate the colonists were not 

unified for the Patriot cause  

2. Perhaps a better way to demonstrate the breakdown of support is a spectrum to 

account for degree of support for each cause as well as other groups such as pacifists 

(ex: Quakers and Mennonites)  

C. Some areas like New York had more Loyalists while New England had more sympathies for 

the Patriots  

D. Patriots 

1. Sometimes known as Whigs  

2. Variety of motives to support the cause  

E. Loyalists 

1. Also known as Tories 

2. As many as 50,000 served for the British 

3. Difficult to make generalizations for why they remained loyal to the King because 

they came from all walks of life 

a. Ex: wealthy New Yorkers were more likely to remain loyal than wealthy 

Virginia planters 

b. Many were born in England, Scotland, and Ireland and were recent 

immigrants  

4. After the war some 100,000 left the country and many had their property confiscated  

a. Many went to Canada, England, and West Indies 

b. The Treaty of Paris was supposed to restore confiscated property from 

loyalists but often did not happen because of a lack of government power 

and lingering tensions after the war  

F. Civil war-like situation in several places 

1. Especially and the South Carolina backcountry  

2. It wasn’t uncommon for Tories to be tarred-and-feathered by Patriot mobs  

3. Divisions of family- Benjamin Franklin and his son William became alienated from 

each other because they sat on opposite sides of the fence  

 

VIII. Women, African-Americans, and Native Americans 

A. Women 

1. Historian Ray Raphael wrote in A People’s History of the American Revolution: 

How Common People Shaped the Fight for Independence “There were few ladies of 

leisure in late colonial America. Most women worked, and worked hard. They grew 

vegetables, raised and butchered fowl, preserved food, cooked meals, tended the fire 

night and day, combed flax, carded wool, spun thread, wove and dyed cloth, sewed 

shirts and skirts, knitted socks and caps, washed and mended clothes, hauled water, 

made soap and candles, doctored the sick, gave birth to babies, tended toddlers, and 

instructed children in practical duties and moral obligations. As homemakers in the 

fullest sense, they endeavored to keep life moving along on an even keel, 

coordinating the varied activities which each household required to sustain itself.” 

2. Generalizations about war’s impact on women 

a. Women bear greater burdens at home with men away 

b. Women assume roles that typically are considered male roles 

c. Emotional demands of worrying about loved ones, grief, etc.  

d. Demand for nurses, etc. 

3. The Revolutionary Era made women more active 
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a. Ex: spinning bees to protest British taxes such as the Stamp Act and 

Townshend Duties 

b. Daughters of Liberty 

c. Some women embraced greater effort as patriotic duty  

d. Increasing political consciousness 

i. Ex: Abigail Adam’s letter to her husband John in 1776- The 

“Remember the Ladies” Letter : “By the way, in the new code of 

laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, I desire 

you would remember the ladies and be more generous and 

favorable to them than your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited 

power in the hands of the husbands.” 

4. Women and the army  

a. Women did not officially serve in the army but there are instances of 

women concealing their gender and fighting alongside men (ex: the story of 

“Molly Pitcher”) 

b. “Camp followers” 

i. Performed a variety of tasks such as cooking, laundry, nursing, and 

even prostitution 

ii. While providing valuable services on one hand, Washington 

complained they  were a burden and a distraction  

B. African-Americans  

1. Fears the slave system would be disrupted 

a. Ex: fears of rebellion and more troublesome slaves 

b. Slaves suspected of rebellion were harshly dealt with  

c. Some slaves did take the opportunity to runaway 

2. Lord Dunmore’s Proclamation (1775) 

a. Early in the war the British (Lord Dunmore was colonial governor of  

Virginia) offered freedom to slaves who fought on their side 

i. And I do hereby further declare all indentured servants, Negroes, 

or others free, that are able and willing to bear arms, they joining 

HIS MAJESTY’s Troops as soon as may be, for the more speedily 

reducing this Colony to a proper Sense of their Duty to HIS 

MAJESTY’s Crown and Dignity  

b. Some slaves did runaway and accepted the offer  

i. Known as the Ethiopia Corps 

c. Created fears of slave rebellions among Southern planters  

i. One white Southern remarked that Dunmore’s Proclamation did 

“more effectively to work an external separation between Great 

Britain and the Colonies than any other expedient, which could 

possibly have been thought of.”  

d. Many did not get freedom and died of various diseases on British ships  

3. Some African Americans served in the Continental Army or supported the Patriot 

cause 

a. Ex: Crispus Attucks was killed in the Boston Massacre  

b. Especially in the North where there were more freemen  

c. Washington eventually supported allowing black soldiers to serve to offset 

low numbers despite fears from white Southerners  

d. Some hoped to attain their freedom though there were no guarantees for 

freedom  

4. In both armies slaves supported the armies though manual labor- ex: digging ditches, 

building fortifications, laundry, cooking, etc.  

5. After the war some slaves left the country with their loyalist masters  

6. The Revolutionary spirit did inspire some Northern states to abolish slavery in the 

decades after the war  

a. 1777: Vermont was the first to prohibit slavery in its constitution  

b. 1780: Pennsylvania passed gradual emancipation  
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c. Other New England states followed in the 1780s 

d. Southern states resisted the abolitionist impulse  

C. Native Americans  

1. The Indians viewed the British as the lesser of two evils because they were less 

likely to encroach on tribal lands and generally supported the British cause 

2. Conducted raids on the frontier; lots of violence and atrocities committed by both 

sides  

3. The Iroquois led by Joseph Brant  

4. Impact of the war 

a. Some tribes had divisions that could not be reconciled 

b. Losses that could not be replenished 

i. Ex: the Iroquois lost about 1/3 of its population  

c. Removal of the British to Canada opened the way for encroaching 

Americans to take their lands in subsequent decades  

 

IX. The Indispensable Man: George Washington 

A. Historian James Flexner has called Washington the “Indispensable Man” of the Revolution  

B. Not a great military commander- lost many engagements  

1. Assumed command of the Continental Army after the Battle of Bunker Hill  

2. Narrow escape at Long Island in New York in 1776 

a. If the British had acted more aggressively his army would have been 

crushed  

b. Washington confided in his diary “I think the game is pretty near up.”  

c. Kept camp fires burning through the night while his army slipped away to 

live to fight another day  

3. Managed to lose New York City and Philadelphia to the British  

4. Defeat at Brandywine Creek  

5. Some wanted to remove Washington from command and replace him with Horatio 

Gates  

C. But he realized that the army must not be decisively beaten and he achieved that   

1. Did not resort to guerilla tactics  

2. Developed Fabian tactics or a “war of posts” 

a. Fight conventional battles but avoid becoming engaged in large costly 

major battles 

b. Understood the British could capture Philadelphia, New York City, and 

other important cities, but his army must not be crushed (the British did not 

understand this concept) because in European warfare capturing an enemy’s 

capital was the equivalent of a checkmate  

D. Victory at Trenton where he surprised the Hessians on Christmas night 1776 

1. Washington’s famous crossing of the Delaware River 

2. Raised morale because enlistments expired at the end of the month  

3. Convinced many militiamen to stick it out: 

a. “My brave fellows, you have done all I have asked you to do, and more than 

could be reasonably expected…You have worn yourselves out with fatigue 

and hardships, but we know not how to spare you. If you will consent to 

stay only one month longer, you will render that service to the course of 

liberty and to your country which you probably never can do under any 

other circumstances.”  

4. Followed up with a victory at Princeton  

E. Valley Forge 

1. Winter of 1777-1778 the Continental Army was forced to winter at Valley Forge 

while the British were nice and warm in Philadelphia  

2. The Continental Army starved and froze from a lack of supplies 

3. More than 2,500 died of disease and another thousand deserted  

4. Washington miraculously kept the army together in its most trying time and if 

anything the army came away stronger  
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F. Little things to keep the struggle going 

1. Smallpox inoculations for his troops  

2. Emphasized sanitation to reduce camp diseases 

3. Constantly urged Congress to do more to supply his army  

a. Sometimes paid his men out of his own pocket  

b. Even considered selling his beloved Mount Vernon  

G. Helped by foreign military advisers  

1. Baron von Steuben 

a. Prussian drillmaster who whipped the Continental Army into shape at 

Valley Forge 

b. His training was evident at the Battle of Monmouth which was technically a 

draw but demonstrated the improved fighting ability of the Continental 

Army  

2. Marquis de Lafayette: French aide to Washington who helped secure French support  

 

X. Saratoga and the French Alliance 

A. Fall 1777: Britain planned to isolate New England by capturing the Hudson River; a plan to 

essentially split the colonies in two  

1. Good plan but flawed in execution 

2. The three-pronged attack lacked coordination  

a. General John Burgoyne was overburdened and slowly traveled through the 

wilderness  

b. In fact, General Howe marched south to Philadelphia, not north to assist 

Burgoyne  

B. Battle of Saratoga (October 1777) 

1. General Horatio Gates’ army defeated and captured Burgoyne’s 6,000-man army 

2. The turning point of the war 

3. Showed that the Americans had a legitimate chance to defeat the British  

4. Increase in anti-war sentiments in Britain  

C. The French Alliance (1778) 

1. American diplomats worked feverously to gain foreign support 

a. Ex: Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson 

b. Secured loans from a variety of nations, especially the Netherlands  

2. Benjamin Franklin  

a. Developed a persona that made him a celebrity in France  

b. Established a good working relationship with French Foreign Minister- the 

Comte de Vergennes  

3. The French acted out of their own self-interest 

a. Wanted revenge against their old enemy, especially after the French and 

Indian War  

b. Especially wanted gains in the West Indies  

4. Before Saratoga the French were contributing greatly the American war effort 

a. By the spring of 1777 90% of all small arms, and almost all artillery and 

tents were French-made  

b. It was so vital that Benjamin Franklin seriously proposed using bows and 

arrows because of the shortage of gunpowder  

5. The French realized the Americans were legit after Saratoga so they decided to join 

an alliance with the Americans  

6. The French contributed: 

a. Troops  

b. Naval support 

c. Supplies 

d. Money  

7. The French and Americans agreed not to make a separate peace with Britain  

8. War between Britain and France official broke out in June 1778  

D. Other nations assisting the Americans 
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1. Russia and the Netherlands were pro-American  

2. Spain  

a. Sought to regain Florida  

b. 1779: entered the conflict against the British but did not fight alongside the 

Americans  

i. Declined to recognize American independence  

ii. Feared the Americans’ rapidly growing population as a threat  

c. Did contribute to the war by pinning down British troops at Gibraltar  

E. The War for American Independence expanded and it became a world war for Great Britain  

1. Ex: British troops were tied down in the Mediterranean at Gibraltar 

2. Would have to contend with the French Navy  

3. Spurred the British to make peace overtures 

a. Including a promise not to levy revenue taxes on the colonies 

b. Rejected by the Americans because of the treaty with France and 

commitment to independence  

 

XI. Britain’s Southern Campaign 

A. The British turned their attention to the Southern colonies in late 1779 and early 1780 

1. If the British were to lose the war, they at least want to be able to keep the South  

2. The southern colonies were economically more valuable than the other colonies  

3. Believe there is a great deal of loyalist support in the region 

B. Flaws of the southern strategy 

1. Threat of the French fleet moving north from the West Indies 

2. Still had to maintain an army of occupation in New York 

3. No real strategic targets in the South 

4. Relied too much on Tory support that failed to materialize  

C. British victories 

1. Captured Savannah (December 1778) 

2. Captured Charleston in 1780 

a. The largest surrender of American troops until World War II 

3. Followed up with a victory at Camden, South Carolina  

4. Benedict Arnold’s betrayal 

a. The news of Benedict Arnold’s attempted betrayal of West Point in New 

York to the British came roughly at the this low-point in the war  

b. West Point was a strategic location on the Hudson River 

c. Arnold had been a patriot hero but had always felt slighted  

d. Shocking- Washington remarked: “If we cannot trust Arnold, who can we 

trust?” 

e. Became a brigadier in the British Army but was never totally trusted  

D. Battle of Cowpens (January 1781)   

1. American victory led by General Nathaniel Greene and Daniel Morgan  

2. However the British continued to push through the Carolinas into Virginia  

a. Basically marched through Virginia unopposed 

b. Nearly captured Governor Thomas Jefferson  

E. Bitter fighting between patriots and loyalists  

1. Guerilla warfare 

2. Patriot partisan units  

a. Thomas Sumter (the “Carolina Gamecock”) 

b. Andrew Pickens (“the Green Hornet”) 

c. Francis Marion (“the Swamp Fox”) 

 

XII. Yorktown (1781) 

A. Historian Joseph Ellis described the Americans’ improbable victory at Yorktown: “It was if a 

spirited but overmatched boxer, reeling and about to collapse from exhaustion, stepped 

forward and delivered a knockout punch.” 

B. In August 1781 Lord Cornwallis stationed his army on a peninsula in Virginia to resupply  
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1. Washington saw a perfect opportunity to bottle up Cornwallis’ army 

2. The only thing is that he needed French support, and he got it 

a. The French were reluctant to put their navy out to sea because it was 

hurricane season  

b. The French Navy under Admiral de Grasse arrived from the West Indies 

and defeated the Royal Navy in the Chesapeake Bay  

c. American troops under Washington and French troops under General 

Rochambeau arrived from New York and sealed Cornwallis in Yorktown 

C. Cornwallis’ position was indefensible and so he decided to surrender 

1. The British band played “The World Turned Upside Down” as they stacked their 

arms and colors  

2. Effectively ended the war though it did not officially end until 1783 

D. British reaction 

1. This is the second major defeat the British had suffered 

a. Lord North: “Oh God! It’s all over!” 

2. The British people were tired of the war by this time 

a. See the Americans as spoiled brats and good riddance 

b. In the winter of 1781-82 the decision was made not to send another army to 

America    

 

XIII. Treaty of Paris (1783) 

A. The war dragged on for nearly two years after Yorktown  

1. French interests were still at stake (ex: securing Gibraltar for Spain) 

2. The British were not ready because they wanted to recoup some of their losses in the 

West Indies  

B. American diplomats were worried France and Spain were only looking out for themselves  

1. The Americans basically negotiated a separate peace without their French allies 

despite a promise in the originally treaty of alliance not to  

C. Provisions of the Treaty of Paris (1783) 

1. The United States was formally recognized as an independent nation  

2. The United States received all land east of the Mississippi River except: 

a. Florida (Spain)  

b. Canada (Britain) 

3. Britain would evacuate forts in the Ohio Valley “with all convenient speed”  

4. The United States would compensate Loyalist property losses 

5. The Americans acquired the rights to fish off the coast of New Foundland  

6. Nothing was said about the Indians and they were basically left out to dry  

7. Spanish gains 

a. Florida 

b. Failed to regain Gibraltar 

8. France 

a. A few sugar islands 

b. Ironically their involvement in the American Revolution would very much 

contribute to their own French Revolution in 1789 

c. The French had actually wanted to confine the United States east of the 

Appalachian Mountains  

9. Britain granted generous terms because they knew this would not be the last war 

with France and in the next one they might want the Americans to be on their side  

D. American causalities 

1. Approximately 25,000 Americans were killed during the American Revolution 

2. Only the Civil War had a greater percentage of the American population killed 

  

XIV. The End of the American Revolution? 

A. Dr. Benjamin Rush stated it best: “There is nothing so common as to confound the terms of 

the American Revolution with that of the late American War. The American War is over, but 
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this is far from being the case with the American Revolution. On the contrary nothing but the 

first act of the great drama is closed.” 

B. Though the War for Independence had been won and the United States was recognized as an 

independent nation, there was much to be done 

a. Establish a viable government 

b. Stabilize the economy which was racked by shortages and inflation 

c. Many Revolutions turn for the worst at a certain point  
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The Articles of Confederation and the Constitution 

 
I. The Revolution Continued  

A. With the American victory in the war, the Revolution was by no means over, and it was 

probably in its most precarious state in the decades immediately after the war 

1. Washington in 1786: “What astonishing changes a few years are capable of 

producing. Have we fought for this? Was it with these expectations that we launched 

into the sea of trouble, and have barely struggled through the most threatening 

dangers?” 

2. Many difficult questions and issues need to be addressed 

a. How are we going to establish a government?  

b. Who will have power? 

c. How are we going to stabilize our economy? 

d. What will be our foreign policy? etc. etc. etc.  

3. It can be argued winning the War for Independence was the easy part of the 

American Revolution  

B. Fortunately, unlike other revolutions (French, Russian, Chinese, Cambodian, etc.), the 

Founding Fathers do not turn on themselves and turn the revolution into a violent bloodbath 

 

II. American Society in the Early Republic  

A. Social Classes 

1. No titled nobility and there is a great fear of kings 

2. The Society of the Cincinnati 

a. An elitist organization of Revolutionary War officers who wanted to pass 

down titles, etc.,  

b. Scared many because they feared it would become like a hereditary 

aristocracy  

3. Primogeniture laws were abolished  

4. A fairly egalitarian (equal) society for white men  

a. Strong belief that any white man could move up the social ladder  

b. Exception of African-Americans, Native Americans, and women 

5. Not a deferential society  

a. Ex: people did not bow or address rich men in a certain way simply because 

he was rich  

b. European visitors consistently commented on this aspect of American 

society  

B. Separation of church and state 

1. One of the wiser decisions the Founding Fathers ever made because this was a 

problem for most European nations  

2. End of established (tax-supported) churches  

3. Jefferson helped write and was responsible for the passage of the Virginia Statute for 

Religious Freedom (1786) 

a. All churches are equal before the law 

b. No state-supported church  

C. Slavery  

1. Slavery still existed, but there were some questions about its future 

a. Slavery is not very compatible with the ideals of the Revolution (ex: “All 

men are created equal.”) 

b. Some of the northern states abolished slavery after the Revolution  

i. Ex: Vermont (1777), Pennsylvania (1780), and Massachusetts 

ii. Many of these plans were a gradual emancipation  

iii. This was unthinkable in the southern states of Georgia and South 

Carolina  

2. Many of the Founding Fathers hoped slavery would die a natural death  
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a. Even the Virginians such as the slaveholding Jefferson and Washington 

hoped this 

b. Ex: Washington freed many of his slaves when he died 

3. More than at any other time in antebellum America masters emancipated their slaves 

in their wills 

a. The number of free blacks in Virginia increased from 12,766 in 1790 to 

30,750 in 1800 

b. George Washington himself freed his slaves in his will  

4. The African slave trade  

a. By 1790 every state except South Carolina and Georgia had outlawed slave 

imports or taxed it heavily 

b. But 115,000 Africans were imported between 1776 and 1808  

5. The cotton gin  

a. Invented by Eli Whitney (1793) 

b. Ended the idea that slavery would soon die a natural death 

c. Enabled cotton to be grown in new areas and more profitably  

d. In 1805 Thomas Jefferson said, “I have long since given up the expectation 

of any early provisions for the extinction of slavery among us.”  

6. The future of slavery  

a. One of the great stains on the Founding Fathers’ record is they did not 

effectively deal with slavery and the issue was still unresolved for later 

generations  

b. Thomas Jefferson reflected best on the dilemma of slavery in 1820: “We 

have the wolf by the ears, and we can neither hold him nor safely let him 

go- justice is on one scale and self-preservation on the other.”  

7. Free blacks  

a. Most were in the North, especially as Southern states made it uneasy to 

remain in the South 

b. Many were seamen or had some sort of skill (ex: carpenter) 

D. Women 

1. Some women were starting to demand more rights in this egalitarian period 

a. Influence of Mary Wollstonecraft’s Vindication of the Rights of Women 

(1792)  

b. Abigail Adams to her husband, John: “By the way, in the new code of laws 

which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, I desire you would 

remember the ladies and be more generous and favorable to them than your 

ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power in the hands of the husbands.” 

c. Lucy Knox to her husband, General Henry Knox: “I hope you will not 

consider yourself as commander in chief of your own house- but be 

convinced… that there is such a thing as equal command.”    

2. But women did not reap the benefits of freedom at this time 

3. Limitations on married women 

a. Did not own property- it automatically fell under the control of her husband 

b. No legal authority over her children 

c. Could not vote 

i. Only New Jersey allowed women the right to vote and that was 

repealed in 1807 

d. Extremely difficult to obtain a divorce 

e. Often subject to domestic abuse with little repercussion to her husband  

4. Republican motherhood 

a. The concept that women had the very important responsibility of instilling 

democratic values into the children so that they would become virtuous 

citizens  

5. Ideas that women should have improved education opportunities 

a. Ex: Judith Sargent Murray’s “On the Equality of the Sexes (1790)” 

b. A dozen female academies were founded between 1790 and 1830  
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6. Decreasing number of children  

a. 1750: 8-9 average 

b. 1810: 6 with even less in port cities  

 

III. Economic Problems 

A. The economy was already hurting during the war 

1. Shortage of goods  

a. Impact of the British blockade 

b. Goods were requisitioned for the army  

2. In general, a nation’s economy takes a slight downturn after a war  

a. Because of reconversion to peacetime, etc. 

b. A good analogy is that the economy suffers a hangover after the war  

3. Inflation 

a. The inflation continued after the war  

b. People’s money depreciated (lost value)  

4. Destruction caused by the war 

a. Large areas of the 13 colonies were affected by war and occupying armies  

b. Ex: in Virginia planters had 3,800 slaves seized by the British  

5. Increasing number of debtors 

a. At this time in history, one could be imprisoned in a debtors’ prison  

6. In short, it was a depression  

B. Debts to countries like France and the Netherlands  

C. Weaknesses due to weak government  

1. Robert Morris supervised the nation’s finances 

2. Failure to levy a tariff because it would have required an amendment to the Articles 

of Confederation  

3. Many of Morris’ ideas were later successfully implements (ex: a national bank and a 

tariff) by Alexander Hamilton  

D. The 13 states are no longer reap the benefits of the British Empire  

1. Remember being part of the British Empire was not all bad taxes 

a. Ex: tobacco planters losing their monopoly in the British Empire  

2. The British shut them out of the trade with the Empire 

3. No more protection from the Royal Navy  

 

IV. Foreign Relations in the 1780s 

A. In a word, European powers DISRESPECTED the United States 

1. Foreign nations were unsure whether to deal with the central government or the 13 

state governments  

2. Many European nations expected the American experiment to fail and actively 

rooted for the demise of the United States  

a. The republican government was a threat to their monarchies  

3. The new nation was extremely weak  

B. Britain  

1. Closed off trade with the British Empire (ex: the West Indies) 

2. The British refused to evacuate forts in the Ohio Valley  

a. Stipulated in the Treaty of Paris (1783) 

b. Stated the United States was not upholding its end of the Treaty of Paris by 

not compensating Loyalist losses  

3. Were arming and supplying the Indians from Canada 

C. Spain  

1. Never liked the cause of the American Revolution and refused to truly accept the 

Treaty of Paris (1783) 

2. Controlled New Orleans (the mouth of the Mississippi River) 

3. 1784: Spain closed the Mississippi River to American traffic  

a. This is important because it is easier for western farmers to use the western 

rivers and the Mississippi than go over the mountains to market 
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b. Whoever controlled New Orleans not only controlled the Mississippi River 

itself, but the entire middle of the continent drained by the “Father of 

Waters” 

c. It was an important enough of an issue for Westerners to consider driving 

the Spanish out themselves or even seceding from the Union  

d. John Jay secured a treaty opening the river to American trade (Jay-Gardoqui 

Treaty)  

D. France 

1. Had no respect for the United States either despite being an ally during the war 

2. But because they have no possessions near the United States, they do not yet pose an 

immediate threat for the United States  

3. However, they did still expect the U.S. to be their ally against Britain  

E. Barbary Pirates 

1. City-states on the North African coast made their money through piracy and 

extortion  

a. Tripoli  

b. Algiers  

c. Tunis  

2. The British had felt it was easiest to simply buy these people off  

3. With the protection of the Royal Navy gone, American ships in the Mediterranean 

were vulnerable to these pirates 

4. The United States did not have the money or the power to build a navy to deal with 

the Barbary Pirates 

F. The Native Americans 

1. The Native Americans had been a major loser in the American Revolution  

a. The Americans could now freely move west 

2. Assimilation vs. removal 

a. Though some may have looked at Native Americans as “noble savages”- 

most thought they were inferior and this unable to completely assimilate 

and adopt white ways 

b. Thus, removal was the best solution  

3. Treaty of Fort Stanwix (1784) 

a. As a result of the Revolutionary War the Iroquois were severely weakened 

b. The U.S. government basically seized all Iroquois lands  

c. One U.S. government official: “You are mistaken in supposing that, having 

been excluded from the treaty between the United States and the King of 

England, you are become a free and independent nation and may make what 

terms you please. It is not so- you are a subdued people.” 

4. Indian Intercourse Act of 1790 

a. Treaties ratified by Congress would be the only legal means to obtain 

Indian lands 

b. Hoped to be a more humane way to obtain Native American lands 

c. The idea was prevent the states from making confusing and contradictory 

treaties  

d. The Indians were usually showered with gifts  

 

V. Constitution-making in the States 

A. Americans emphasized a written constitution unlike the British constitution which was not 

written out 

B. The development of state constitutions would be practice for the national constitution 

1. Pennsylvania State Constitution  (1777) 

a. The most democratic of the state constitutions  

b. Ex: eliminated property requirements to vote  

2. Massachusetts State Constitution (1780): had many elitist elements 

3. Some states had ratified more than one constitution- much trial and error  

4. Many did share similar characteristics  
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C. Most power is delegated to the legislature 

1. Bad experience with courts and royal governors during the colonial era 

2. Bicameral (two-house) legislature   

a. Pennsylvania and Georgia were the only state to have a unicameral 

legislature  

b. Members of the upper house (the equivalent of the Senate) were often 

elected from the lower house (the equivalent of the House)  

3. Short terms of office 

D. Voting 

1. Property requirements to vote 

a. Idea that men of property were good citizens  

b. Nearly every state had substantial property requirements to run for high 

offices such as governor  

2. Only white males could vote 

E. Some included a bill of rights to defend individual liberties such as freedom of the press  

1. Ex: George Mason’s Virginia Declaration of Rights 

2. “That all men are by nature equally free and independent, and have certain inherent 

rights, of which, when they enter into a state of society, they cannot by any compact 

deprive or divest their posterity; namely the enjoyment of life and liberty, and the 

means of acquiring and possessing property and pursing and obtaining happiness and 

safety.” 

F. Idea of special constitutional conventions to draft these documents instead of the state 

legislatures  

 

VI. The Articles of Confederation 

A. The first constitution of the United States 

B. Adopted by Congress in 1777, but not ratified till 1781 

1. Required all 13 states to ratify 

2. The key issue delaying ratification was the issue of western lands 

a. Large states such as Pennsylvania, Virginia, and New York had large claims 

to the western lands from their original colonial charters 

b. The small states feared these large states and their potential power with this 

land 

c. Maryland will be the last to ratify only after the large states surrendered 

their land claims 

d. The surrendered land claims would now be administered by the federal 

government  

e. It was not determined until the Northwest Ordinance (1787) how territories 

would become states  

C. Powers of the Articles  

1. Congress (the legislature) was the strongest of the three branches 

a. Bad experience with British admiralty courts and colonial governors  

b. Fear of a king or tyrant as president, therefore there is no chief executive 

c. No veto power over legislation  

2. The states have more power than the federal government 

a. Article II: “Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, 

and every power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this Confederation 

expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress assembled.” 

D. Weaknesses of the Articles 

1. Each state, regardless of population had equal representation (1 vote) in Congress 

2. 2/3 majority was required to pass legislation (9 states) 

3. All 13 states were required to ratify an amendment to the Articles  

a. Ex: 12 states voted for a tariff, but it did not go into effect because Rhode 

Island held out  

4. Congress had no power to regulate commerce (both foreign and interstate) 

5. No power to tax, merely had to ask the states for voluntary contributions 



 75 

6. Each state was printing its own money 

7. No Supreme Court 

8. Difficulty of drafting treaties and other foreign policy weaknesses  

9. No power r Congress to raise an army- could only request for manpower 

10. John Adams may have put it best: “A confederation is not a country.” 

E. Some such as John Dickinson’s Letters From a Pennsylvania Farmer called for a strong 

central government  

F. Yes, the Articles had many flaws, but what good came from the Articles of Confederation? 

1. Ended the Revolution  

2. Kept the nation together just long enough 

3. #1: took a major step toward solving western lands  

 

VII. Western Lands and the Northwest Ordinance (1787) 

A. One of the best contributions of the United States under the Articles of Confederation was to 

establish a policy for western lands 

B. Tensions in the early republic were more East vs. West than North vs. South  

C. Land Ordinance of 1785 

1. Problem of squatters and speculators  

2. The sales from public lands (the federal government had taken over the big states’ 

western lands) would help pay off debts 

3. The land of the Old Northwest would be surveyed into squares 

a. The area north of the Ohio River-Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, etc. 

b. Contrasted with the disorganized quilt-like patchwork of land claims in the 

South and New England 

4. Money was to be made from land sales  

D. Northwest Ordinance of 1787 

1. Established the process for territories applying for statehood 

a. Before an area could become a state, it must first go through a stage where 

it is a territory 

b. Once a territory had 60,000 inhabitants, it could apply for statehood 

c. Each of the new states would be on equal footing with the original 13 

i. VERY WISE DECISION-prevented potential conflicts between 

old and new states  

ii. Thus new states would not be similar to colonies to the original 13  

2. Slavery  

a. Slavery was prohibited in the Northwest Territory (north of the Ohio River)  

b. First major step the Founding Fathers took to deal with slavery  

c. However, fugitive slaves must be returned to their masters  

3. Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and parts of Minnesota were all carved 

out of the Northwest Territory  

 

VIII. Shays’ Rebellion and the Annapolis Convention  

A. Shays’ Rebellion (1786) 

1. The State of Massachusetts required hard money (gold and silver) to be used to pay 

taxes  

2. Many people were in debtors’ prisons 

3. A group of western Massachusetts farmers led by Revolutionary War veteran Daniel 

Shays started an insurrection demanding cheap paper money 

4. The State of Massachusetts sent the militia to quell it, and soon it was crushed 

a. Basically it was supplied and paid for by fearful Boston elites  

b. Congress had been unable to raise an army to put it down  

5. Though relatively a small affair, Shays’ Rebellion convinced many elites that 

changes were needed to the Articles of Confederation 

6. Thomas Jefferson rooted it on: “I hold it that a little rebellion now and then is a good 

thing… It is a medicine necessary for the sound health of government…God forbid 

that we should even be twenty years without such a rebellion… The tree of liberty 



 76 

must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants. It is the 

natural manure.”  

B. Annapolis Convention (1786) 

1. The Mount Vernon Conference (1785) 

a. Meeting between Virginia and Maryland  

b. Convinced James Madison a gathering of more states could be possible  

2. Spurred on by Alexander Hamilton and James Madison  

3. Only five states were represented, thus it is decided to meet the next summer in 

Philadelphia 

4. In Philadelphia they will meet “for the sole and express purpose of revising the 

Articles of Confederation.”  

 

IX. The Constitutional Convention (Summer 1787) 

A. A constitution is a written document that constrains the power of the government 

B. The delegates 

1. 55 delegates from 12 states met in Philadelphia in the summer of 1787 

a. Only Rhode Island did not send representatives  

2. Characteristics 

a. Most were from the privileged classes 

b. All were white males 

c. 34 were lawyers  

3. They fear the masses, fear of “mobocracy” 

a. Confirmed by events such as Shays’ Rebellion  

b. Alexander Hamilton: “Why had government been instituted at all? Because 

the passions of man will not conform to the dictates of reason and justice 

without restraint.” 

c. There will be many examples in which the Founding Fathers limited the 

power of the people 

4. Important delegates 

a. George Mason 

b. Edmund Randolph 

c. James Wilson 

d. Gouverneur Morris 

e. Benjamin Franklin 

f. Alexander Hamilton  

g. James Madison 

i. Known as the “Father of the Constitution” 

h. George Washington 

5. Important people not present 

a. Samuel Adams 

b. John Adams 

c. Thomas Jefferson 

i. Adams and Jefferson were both out of the country but followed the 

proceedings with great interest 

d. Thomas Paine 

e. Patrick Henry  

i. Declined to come because he “smelled a rat”  

C. Initial resolutions 

1. Oath of secrecy and guards stationed at the door 

a. Done to facilitate compromise 

b. Madison on the oath of secrecy 

i. Later said it saved “both the convention and the community from a 

thousand erroneous and perhaps mischievous reports.”  

ii. “No constitution could have ever been adopted by the convention 

if the debates had been public.”  
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c. This was especially important at a time when a man’s honor was so 

essential to their identity  

2. Named Washington president of the convention 

a. Had been reluctant to participate 

b. But Washington must be present in order to give the convention legitimacy  

3. Decide to scrap the Articles and write an entirely new constitution 

4. Establish a republican form of government instead of a direct democracy  

a. Democracy: the people exercise more power by voting for decisions 

b. Republic: elected officials make decisions  

5. Only 9/13 of the states would be required for ratification  

D. What could be generally agreed upon 

1. Republican form of government 

2. More taxation power to the federal government 

3. Federal system 

a. There is more balance between the state and federal governments 

b. Influence of the Enlightenment philosopher Montesquieu’s Spirit of Laws  

c. John Adams’ Thoughts on Government (1776)  

4. Three branches of government that are more or less balanced 

a. Legislative 

b. Executive 

c. Judicial 

5. Congressional control of interstate commerce 

6. Want to prevent another event like Shays’ Rebellion  

E. IMPORTANCE OF COMPROMISE!!! 

1. The only way for the delegates from 12 different colonies representing different 

interests to work was by compromise 

2. Urged by both Franklin and Washington 

3. Washington: “To please all is impossible, and to attempt it would be vain. The only 

way therefore is…to form such a government as will bear the eye of criticism and 

trust it to be the good sense and patriotism of the people.” 

F. The Great Compromise 

1. The issue of representation in Congress 

a. Big states vs. small states 

b. The most important issue, it threatened to break up the convention in late 

June and early July  

2. Virginia Plan (large states) 

a. Proposed by James Madison and Edmund Randolph  

b. Representation in Congress will be based on population 

c. In general more power was to be reserved to the national government 

i. Ex: the power to veto state laws  

d. This made small states fearful, Delaware threatened to leave the convention 

if enacted  

3. New Jersey Plan (small states) 

a. Proposed by William Patterson  

b. Unicameral legislature with equal representation regardless of size or 

population 

c. One vote per state like under the Articles  

d. Critics wondered whether Rhode Island’s 68,000 should have the same 

representation as Virginia’s 747,000? 

e. In general, supported by states’ rights advocates 

4. Great Compromise 

a. Idea a bicameral legislature would be best because the two houses could 

check each other  

b. The House of Representatives 

i. Each state’s number is based on population 

ii. Elected by popular vote  
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c. The Senate 

i. Each state regardless of population was to have two Senators 

ii. Until the Seventeenth Amendment (1913) U.S. Senators were 

appointed by state legislatures- an excellent example of fear of the 

masses  

G. The Presidency 

1. Clearly there was a need for a chief executive (president) 

2. The early presidency was not nearly as strong as today 

a. Again fear of a tyrant 

b. Presidential power has increased because of changing times and precedent 

3. But the delegates can rest assured because they know George Washington will be the 

first president 

4. Veto power 

a. Can veto legislation  

b. But his veto can be overridden by a 2/3 majority 

c. Interestingly the veto was seldom used until Andrew Jackson’s presidency 

because it was believed it should only be used on bills that were thought to 

be unconstitutional, not against bills the President may simply disagree with   

5. Nominates judges  

6. Would serve four-year terms and could be up for reelection  

H. The Electoral College 

1. The people do not elect the president, the Electoral College does 

a. The electors were appointed by the state legislatures 

b. An example of the fear of the masses 

c. It is possible for to win the popular vote but lose the election because there 

the candidate did not win the electoral vote (last happened in 2000) 

2. The # of each state’s electoral votes = the # of representatives + the # of Senators  

3. Initially, the second-leading vote-getter would be vice president until the Twelfth 

Amendment (1804) was ratified  

4. If no candidate received a majority the election would go to the House of 

Representatives  

I. Slavery and the Three-fifths Compromise 

1. Remember, the Founding Fathers hoped the “Peculiar Institution” would die a 

natural death  

2. The Three-fifths Compromise  

a. How are slaves going to be counted for representation purposes? 

b. The South wanted their cake and eat it too 

i. Slaves to count for their population but not for taxes 

ii. The North wanted the opposite 

c. Slaves will count as 3/5 of a person for both population and taxation 

purposes 

d. The international slave trade (shipping slaves from Africa or the West 

Indies) would not be prohibited until 1808 

3. Other than the Three-fifths Compromise slavery is not really addressed 

a. The words “slavery” or “slave” are not found in the Constitution  

i. Ex: referred to as “persons of servitude” 

b. Some northern delegates such as Gouverneur Morris wanted to abolish 

slavery  

c. The Founding Fathers could not kill slavery because it was too profitable 

for the South, and keeping all the states together was more important 

i. There was a real possibility South Carolina and Georgia would bail 

out if a harsher stance was taken on slavery  

ii. Madison: “Great as the evil is, a dismemberment of the Union 

would be worse.” 

J. The Constitution derives its power from the people 

1. “We the People” 
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2. Not the states 

K. The Necessary and Proper Clause  

1. Also known as the Elastic Clause, these actions “implied powers” 

2. “To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution 

the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the 

Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.” 

L. Major principles of the Constitution 

1. Popular sovereignty: the power ultimately rests with the people (“We the People” 

2. Federalism: power is divided between the national government and states 

3. Separation of powers: the three branches (legislative, exceptive, and judicial) are 

co-equal with checks and balances 

4. Supremacy clause: the laws passed by Congress > the authority of state and local 

laws 

5. Concurrent powers: some powers are shared by both state and local governments 

(ex: taxation) 

M. In September 1787 the document is signed by 39 delegates with no one being completely 

happy, but it worked because of compromise 

1. Franklin: “Can a perfect production be expected? Thus I consent sir, to this 

constitution, because I except no better, and because I am sure it is not the best.” 

2. Not even the most optimistic could have imagined the Constitution would still be in 

effect more than 200 years later  

 

X. The Ratification Process: Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists 

A. Special state constitutions instead of the state legislatures would be required to ratify the 

Constitution  

1. The Federalists realized the state legislatures were more likely to reject the 

Constitution  

2. 9 of 13 states required for ratification 

B. The Founding Fathers did not envision “factions” or what we call political parties 

1. They see these as bad for the republic because one was supposed to set aside 

individual or factional interests for the good of the nation  

2. But the differences over the Constitution will lay the groundwork for the first 

political parties  

C. Anti-Federalists 

1. Opposed the Constitution 

2. Included prominent Revolutionary Era leaders such as: 

a. Sam Adams 

b. Patrick Henry 

c. John Hancock  

3. Typically from the poorer classes and backcountry settlers  

4. Fearful of a powerful and potentially tyrannical central government  

5. Feared the transfer of state powers to the federal government  

6. Feared their representatives would be too distant- out of touch with the people  

7. Wanted a bill of rights to guarantee individual freedoms  

D. The Federalists 

1. Supported the Constitution  

2. Included big names such as Washington, Madison, Hamilton and Franklin  

3. Much better organized than the Anti-Federalists  

4. Found their strongest support in cities and towns  

5. Do a better job of emphasizing the United States can be great if it only had the right 

government, and the Constitution provided that government  

E. The ratification process 

1. 9 of the 13 states were required  

a. Unlike the Articles where all 13 were required 

b. The smaller states such as Delaware and Georgia will be the first to ratify 

2. The Federalists moved very quickly and skillfully gaining much-needed momentum  
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3. The Federalists promised a bill of rights to entice some Anti-Federalists to join their 

side during Virginia’s ratification process  

4. The Federalist Papers 

a. A series of editorials in newspapers by John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, and 

James Madison advocating the ratification of the Constitution in New York  

i. A total of 85 articles were written  

ii. Written anonymously using pseudonyms  

b. Explained why the Constitution would work 

i. Ex: in Federalist #10 refuted Montesquieu’s belief that a republic 

could not govern a large territory 

ii. The checks and balances would prevent the president from 

becoming a tyrant  

5. 9 states quickly ratified, but realistically it could not succeed with Virginia, New 

York, North Carolina, and Rhode Island not part of the union 

a. Virginia and New York soon came on board (both by narrow margins)  

b. North Carolina and Rhode Island would be the last holdouts  

6. A peaceful outcome 

a. The amazing thing was there was no violence  

b. The Anti-Federalists did not leave the country like the Loyalists had and 

they accepted the outcome  

7. In short, the Federalists did a better job of persuading the people that the Constitution 

was consistent with the principles of the Revolution whereas the Anti-Federalists 

failed  

 

XI. The Bill of Rights  

A. The Bill of Rights is designed to protect individual liberties  

B. Madison originally opposed a bill of rights because  

1. He believed the Constitution was itself a guarantee of liberties  

2. Madison also feared rights not specifically mentioned in the Bill of Rights would be 

neglected 

C. Twelve amendments were voted on, ten were ratified in 1789  

D. What the Bill of Rights did not address: 

1. The structure or format of the government  

2. The relationship between the states and national government  

E. The Bill of Rights 

1. First Amendment: freedom of speech, press, religion, petition, and assembly  

2. Second Amendment: the right to bear arms 

3. Third Amendment: prohibits the quartering of troops  

4. Fourth Amendment: prohibits unlawful search and seizures, and writs of assistance  

5. Fifth Amendment: the accused are afforded the rights of due process 

a. Cannot be tried for the same offense twice (double jeopardy) 

b. May not testify against oneself  (self-incrimination) 

6. Sixth Amendment: right to a fair and speedy trial 

7. Seventh Amendment: right to trial by jury 

8. Eighth Amendment: prohibits cruel and unusual punishment  

9. Ninth Amendment: the people retain the rights not enumerated (specifically stated) 

in the Constitution  

10. Tenth Amendment 

a. Powers not delegated to the federal government are reserved to the states 

b. Will be used by states’ rights advocates  

F. The rapid manner in which these amendments were ratified created a false impression that the 

Constitution could be easily amended 

1. In fact, only two more amendments were added before 1865 

2. A total of only 27 amendments with no new amendments on the horizon  

 

XII. Legacy of the Constitution 
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A. An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States (1913) by Charles Beard 

1. Argued that the Constitution was a triumph of conservative elites to protect their own 

interests 

B. The Constitution is clearly the great achievement of the period 

1. It is the oldest constitution still in use 

2. Many nations have had to draft new constitutions to deal with changing conditions 

a. The U.S. Constitution is remarkably short and thus not be too specific and 

constraining  

b. It also has the uncanny ability to adapt to the times- it is remarkably flexible 
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Washington’s Presidency and the 1790s 

 

I. American Society in the 1790s 

A. The nation’s first census was taken in 1790 

1. Census 

a. Population count 

b. Taken every 10 years 

2. Purposes 

a. Determines the # of representatives each state is allotted in the House 

b. Taxation  

3. Exceptionally useful to historians because of the demographic information they 

provide  

B. A rural/agrarian society 

1. 90% rural 

2. A majority of Americans were involved in agriculture  

3. “Major” cities were quite small 

a. Philadelphia was the largest city with only 42,000 

b. New York City: 33,000 

C. Westward expansion 

1. Americans were a very mobile people 

a. Ex: it is estimated 5-10% of households were moving per year  

b. No longer prohibited by the Proclamation of 1763 

2. Americans were pushing past the Appalachian Mountains into Tennessee and 

Kentucky 

a. Ex: the population of Kentucky exploded from 30,000 in 1785 to 74,000 in 

1790 

b. Daniel Boone was probably the most famous of these settlers  

3. In the 1790s three new states were added to the Union 

a. Vermont (1791) 

b. Kentucky (1792) 

c. Tennessee (1796) 

d. Admitted to the Union as equal footing with the original 13 colonies 

because of the Northwest Ordinance (1787) 

D. Rapid population growth  

1. 1790: 3.9 million 

2. 1800: 5.3 million  

 

II. George Washington 

A. Virginia planter 

1. Plantation at Mount Vernon on the Potomac River; near present-day Washington 

D.C.  

2. Owned more than 100 slaves 

3. Carefully cultivated the manners of a gentleman  

4. Paid diligent attention to his landholdings and even diversified away from tobacco  

5. Gained more land when he married Martha Dandridge Custis  

B. Had a presence about him 

1. Tall- 6’2, especially because men were shorter in the 1700s 

2. Powerfully built 

3. Outstanding horseman  

4. Dr. Benjamin Rush: “There is not a king in Europe that would not look like a valet 

de chamber by his side.” 

C. Initiated the French and Indian War 

D. Revolutionary War leader/hero 

E. The Newburgh Conspiracy (1783) 

1. Many army officers were disgruntled because Congress had not paid them in a while  

2. Put down a potential coup d’tat from Continental Army officers 
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a. Urged them not to resort to force because it would violate the principles of 

the Revolution  

b. “Gentlemen- permit me to put on my glasses as I have not only grown grey 

but blind in the service of my country.” 

F. Never became a tyrant or a despot though he could have easily have become one 

1. After the war he surrendered his commission to Congress (December 1783) 

a. “Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire from the great theater 

of Action, and bidding an affectionate farewell to this August body under 

whose orders I have so long acted, I here offer my commission, and take my 

leave of all the employments of public life.”  

b. If he had his way, he would have permanently retired at his plantation, 

Mount Vernon  

c. A modern-day Cincinattus  

2. King George III was astounded that he did not grab more power 

a. Because of this he called him “the greatest man in the world” 

G. Washington understood the nation’s future lay in the West  

H. Presiding officer of the Constitutional Convention (1787) 

1. Reluctant to take part  

2. Probably swayed by Shays Rebellion more than anything  

3. Also realized he must be there for the convention to be legitimate  

I. Father of his country  

1. John Marshall’s eulogy: “First in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his 

countrymen.” 

2. Without a doubt, Washington still holds the highest place on the pantheon of the 

Founding Fathers  

 

III. Washington’s Precedents  

A. Washington was really the only choice to be the first President of the United States 

1. Elected unanimously in 1788 

2. John Adams had the second-most votes and became Vice President (electors cast two 

votes) 

3. Being the first he set many precedents; he understood how important this 

responsibility was 

B. Throngs of adoring crowds greeted him as he made his way from Mount Vernon to the capitol 

in New York City  

1. He understood he needed to keep his ego in check 

2. Yet, establish a certain dignity to the office  

C. What to call the president? 

1. Adams suggested “His Excellency” 

2. Other ideas included ridiculous ideas such as “His Highness, the President of the 

United States of American and Protector of Their Liberties” 

3. Settled on the simple title of “Mr. President” 

D. Cabinet: body of advisors 

1. Not specifically created in the Constitution 

2. Reason to have a cabinet  

a. Washington realized he could not know everything so it was important to 

surround himself with talented advisors  

b. There is no coincidence that each section of the country was represented in 

the cabinet 

3. Secretary of State: Thomas Jefferson of Virginia 

a. Deals with foreign affairs 

b. Today is the most important of the cabinet positions  

4. Secretary of War: Henry Knox of Massachusetts 

a. Deals with defense and the military 

b. Today is called the Secretary of Defense 

5. Secretary of Treasury: Alexander Hamilton of New York  



 84 

a. Deals with financial matters 

b. Hamilton played the most influential role in Washington’s administration  

6. Attorney General: Edmund Randolph of Virginia 

a. Deals with legal issues 

b. Not yet a formal member of the cabinet during Washington’s 

administration, but was an advisor  

E. Veto power 

1. Used the veto only when he believed a bill to be unconstitutional  

2. Did not veto bills he believed to be poor policy as is done today  

3. This change did not occur until Andrew Jackson’s presidency (1829-1837) 

F. Two-term precedent 

1. Originally in the Constitution there were no term-limits 

2. Considered not running for reelection in 1792 but was convinced the nation still 

needed him  

3. Feared he would die in office  

a. That would be established as a precedent 

b. The office would then look more like a monarchy than a presidency  

4. Fortunately Washington had no children so there was no possibility of an heir taking 

over and establishing a dynasty  

5. History of the two-term precedent 

a. Jefferson reaffirmed the two-term precedent when he did not run for a third 

term in 1808  

b. Ended with FDR’s four terms in the 1930s and 1940s,  

c. The Twenty-second Amendment (1951) limits the president to two terms or 

a maximum of 10-years in office  

G. Isolationism in foreign policy 

1. Neutrality Proclamation 

2. Farewell Address  

 

IV. Hamilton’s Financial Program 

A. Alexander Hamilton  

1. Born in the West Indies to humble origins 

2. Brilliant young man 

3. Served on Washington’s staff during the Revolution 

a. Washington had seen the young man was very talented  

4. A nationalist because he did not have any true allegiance to a single state 

5. Though a patriot, he very much admired and wanted to model after the British 

system  

6. Wrote about 2/3 of the Federalist Papers (51 of 85) 

B. Believed the future of the country lay in the commercial classes and manufacturing  

1. Foresees the economic future of the United States 

2. Wants to end U.S. dependence on foreign goods  

3. Gathered a great deal of information on the economy and he presented his Report on 

the Public Credit to Congress in 1790 

C. Assumption of state debts  

1. The federal government should take over the responsibilities of paying state debts  

2. Some states still had large debts (ex: Massachusetts) while others like Virginia had 

paid most of theirs’ off  

3. The Constitution wisely created the idea of the District of Columbia 

a. Important because it would not be located in one state 

b. However, the capitol had floated in the 1790s 

4. Hamilton needed Virginia’s support  

a. Dinner between Jefferson/Madison and Hamilton  

b. Hamilton offered support for making the capitol’s permanent location on 

the Potomac River in exchange for support of the assumption of state debts 

c. Both sides agreed to support the other’s agenda  
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5. The capitol was officially moved to Washington D.C. in 1800 where it has been 

permanently since  

D. The national debt 

1. First Hamilton realized it could not be paid off because it was 12 times the nation’s 

budget 

2. But the national debt should be gradually reduced  

3. Foreign debts should be immediately paid 

a. By 1796 the U.S. owed France and the Netherlands $12 million  

4. Saw it as a blessing because it would bind the commercial classes, they would have a 

vested interest in the success of the republic  

E. Tariff 

1. Report on Manufacturers 

2. Tax on imports that protects native industries from foreign competition  

a. The idea is to be less dependent on foreign imports 

b. Good for fledgling industry in New England who cannot compete with 

cheaper British goods  

3. The tariff would create revenue for the government 

a. Until the 1900s it was the primary source of revenue for the federal 

government  

b. Between 1790 and 1820 it accounted for 90% 

4. Was defeated in Congress by Jefferson and Madison’s supporters  

F. Excise tax on whiskey 

1. Excise tax 

a. A “sin” tax  

i. Discourages consumption  

ii. Yet, provides revenue because people are going to purchase these 

goods anyway  

b. Still exists on goods such as alcohol, cigarettes, and pornography 

2. Opposition from Western farmers 

a. Western farmers preferred to distill their grain into alcohol 

i. It was less bulky (9 bushels  1 gallon) 

ii. Even used as a medium of exchange on the frontier  

b. Evasion of the tax and tarring and feathering of tax collectors  

c. Leads to the Whiskey Rebellion in Western Pennsylvania in 1794 

3. Washington’s response to the Whiskey Rebellion  

a. Hamilton urged Washington to crush the resistance 

b. Put down by an army commanded by Hamilton with 15,000 troops  

c. In reality, it was a rather small affair and no shots were fired  

d. Washington showed leniency toward the leaders by pardoning them  

e. Different result than Shay’s Rebellion 

G. Bank of the United States 

1. Most controversial part of Hamilton’s program  

2. Purpose of the Bank of the United States 

a. Modeled after the Bank of England 

b. Prints paper money, depository of federal funds, makes loans, sells 

government bonds, etc. 

c. Would be jointly owned by private stock holders and the national 

government  

3. Is it the Bank of the United States constitutional?  

a. Nothing in the Constitution mentions anything about a bank 

b. Hamilton 

i. Yes-it is constitutional? 

ii. Based on a loose interpretation  

iii. Justified by the “necessary and proper” clause 

c. Jefferson 

i. No-the Bank is unconstitutional 
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ii. Based on a strict interpretation 

4. Chartered in 1791 for 20 year-lease  

H. Overall, Hamilton’s program was a success 

1. It has been said Hamilton was “the man who made modern America” 

2. The United States had a much better economic standing among other nations 

3. Government revenues were largely met  

4. Did win the support of influential businessmen and established stability  

5. The credit of the United States had been established 

a. At the end of his term Washington stated: “Our public credit stands on that 

ground which three years ago it would have been considered as a species of 

madness to have foretold.”  

 

V. The First Party System: Federalists vs. Democratic-Republicans (Jeffersonians) 

A. The Founding Fathers initially were contemptuous of political parties 

1. Referred to them as “factions” 

2. Emphasis on “republican virtue” where people do not act on their own selfish 

reasons but for the greater good  

3. Inevitable development because political parties naturally represent different 

interests and constituencies  

B. Great deal of mudslinging  

1. Jefferson: “Men who have been intimate all their lives cross the street to avoid 

meeting and turn their head another way, lest they should be obliged to touch hats.” 

2. Thomas Jefferson and the Sally Hemmings Affair 

a. Sally Hemmings was one of Jefferson’s slaves and he fathered a child  

b. Made public though it was not confirmed until recently with DNA 

c. Ironically the story was broken by James Callender- a journalist who 

Jefferson used to attack the Federalists  

3. Hamilton was vilified as an adulterer (he did have a scandalous affair) 

4. Not even Washington couldn’t prevent Hamilton and Jefferson from sparring with 

each other  

5. Partisan newspapers 

a. John Fenno’s pro-Federalist Gazette of the United States  

b. Philip Freneau’s pro-Republican National Gazette 

6. “Affairs of honor” 

a. Dueling  

b. Quite common, but most often non-lethal events  

7. There were even fights on the floor of Congress  

C. First party system 

1. Jeffersonians vs. Federalists  

2. Though not officially aligned with a party, Washington tended to side more with 

Hamilton and the Federalists  

3. Ended after the War of 1812 with the death of the Federalist Party  

 

 

 

 Democratic-Republicans  The Federalists 

Regional 

support 

 

The South and West New England; coastal areas 

Prominent 

members 

Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, 

Edmund Randolph 

 

Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, John 

Adams, Washington (technically) 

Interpretation 

of the 

Constitution 

Strict construction (exception being 

Jefferson buying Louisiana) 

Loose construction (justified the “elastic 

clause” or the “necessary and proper 

clause”)  
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States rights 

vs. federalism 

States’ rights (ex: Virginia and Kentucky 

Resolutions)  

 

Power in the federal government  

Constituents Appeals more to the common man, 

especially farmers (Jefferson envisioning 

a republic of yeomen farmers) 

 

Jefferson: “Those who labor in the earth 

are the chosen people of God.”  

Wealthy, commercial classes (“Those who 

own the country ought to govern it.”) 

Atlantic seaboard 

 

“The Best people” 

Tariff (tax on 

imports) 

Anti-tariff (hurts farmers particularly)  Pro-tariff (protect fledgling American 

industries) 

 

Britain vs. 

France 

Pro-French (especially Jefferson)  

 

 

Pro-British  

Bank of the 

United States 

Despise the Bank, prefer state banks   

 

 

Hamilton believes it is essential to the 

economy and defends its constitutionality 

using the “necessary and proper clause” 

Restrictions on 

speech and 

press 

Typically free Restrictions such as the Alien and Sedition 

Acts  

Economic 

vision 

Pro-agriculture Forster business and other commercial 

enterprises  

 

Military Small navy to protect the coast (mosquito 

fleet); generally fearful of standing armies 

(one reason why we will be so unprepared 

for the War of 1812) 

Strong navy to defend commercial interests 

and a stronger standing army   

 

VI. Washington and Foreign Policy 

A. The French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars (1789-1815) 

1. The French Revolution began when an angry mob stormed the Bastille (1789) 

2. Americans initially cheered on the French as they overthrew the monarchy but then 

became repulsed at the Reign of Terror that followed  

3. The Napoleonic Wars began in 1793 as Europeans were fearful of the French 

Revolution and that it might spread to their peoples 

a. Primarily France vs. Britain 

b. France expected the United States to uphold the 1778 treaty of alliance  

4. Napoleon assumed power in France in the late 1790s 

B. Washington’s stance on alliances 

1. He realized from personal experience that the French had only assisted the United 

States out of their self-interest 

2. “It is a maxim founded on the universal experience of mankind that no nation is to be 

trusted farther than it is bound by its own self-interest.” 

C. Washington’s Neutrality Proclamation (1793) 

1. Washington realized the United States was too weak to become involved in a war 

2. As a neutral the United States had much to gain in trade and possibly much to lose if 

at war  

3. The United States declared itself officially neutral during the Napoleonic Wars 

a. Though Jefferson and Hamilton disagreed who were the good guys, they 

both agreed that war would be disastrous for the United States  

b. Effectively ended the Franco-American alliance from the War for 

Independence  

4. Citizen Genêt Affair (1793) 
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a. French foreign minister Edmund Genêt tried to stir up American public 

opinion for the French war effort  

b. Tried to finance American privateers to prey on British shipping  

c. This greatly angered Washington because he had tried to overturn the 

Neutrality Proclamation  

d. Because of his pro-French leanings, Jefferson resigned from the cabinet  

e. Genêt would be removed but ironically he would be forced to seek asylum 

in the United States because he would have had his head lopped off if he 

returned to France  

D. Britain 

1. Stirred up the Indians in the Ohio Valley by supplying them with arms  

2. Impressment of American sailors 

3. Jay’s Treaty (1795) 

a. Britain abandoned its posts in the Ohio Valley 

b. Extremely unpopular despite giving the U.S. undisputed sovereignty in the 

Old Northwest  

i. Acknowledged the right of the British to seize French property 

from American ships 

ii. No mention of Native Americans or compensation for slave losses 

during the Revolution  

c. Jay was extremely unpopular- 

i. He was burned in effigy across the United States  

ii. Outraged the Jeffersonians  

d. Made worse by the fact that Hamilton was communicating secretly with the 

British  

E. Spain 

1. Continued importance of the Mississippi River 

2. Spain still controlled Louisiana and New Orleans  

3. Pinckney’s Treaty (1795) 

a. Prompted by Spain thinking the Jay Treaty was actually a step toward an 

U.S.-British alliance  

b. The United States acquired the right to freely navigate the Mississippi River  

c. The border of Florida was established along the 31
st
 parallel  

d. Also known as the Treaty of San Lorenzo  

F. The Native Americans 

1. Increasing number of conflicts with westward-moving settlers 

2. After a couple of defeats, the U.S. stepped up its military presence  

3. Battle of Fallen Timbers (1794) 

a. Indians in the Northwest Territory  led by Little Turtle were severely 

defeated by General “Mad” Anthony Wayne 

b. Ceded land in the Treaty of Greenville (1795) 

4. Negative impact of liquor on Native American culture  

5. Some such as Henry Knox wanted a more humane approach in dealing with the 

Native Americans  

G. Both the Federalists and Republicans felt mistreated by foreign powers- the difference 

between the two was the question of who was the main culprit: Britain or France  

 

VII. Washington’s Farewell Address (1796) 

A. A written document rather than a speech  

B. Warned of becoming involved in European wars 

1. Set a precedent of isolationism 

2. Would be a major pillar of American foreign policy until after World War II  

C. Warned against the increasing influence of “factions”- political parties  

 

VIII. John Adams’ Presidency (1797-1801) 

A. John Adams 
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1. Was involved in most major events of the American Revolution 

a. Cousin of Samuel Adams 

b. Actually defended the British officer from the Boston Massacre 

c. Lobbied to get Washington command of the Continental Army  

d. Advocated independence and played a major role in assisting Thomas 

Jefferson with the Declaration of Independence  

e. Assisted Franklin in securing the French alliance 

f. First U.S. ambassador to Great Britain   

2. Washington’s vice president 

a. Called it “the most insignificant office that ever the Invention of Man 

contrived” 

b. The Vice President is the president of the Senate but can only vote if there 

is a tie  

c. But did get to cast 32 tie-breaking votes in the Senate 

B. Election of 1796 

1. The campaign 

a. The Jay Treaty was a major issue 

b. Hamilton tried to sabotage Adams’ campaign in favor of Thomas Pinckney  

c. Hamilton’s followers were known as the “High Federalists”  

2. Adams defeated Jefferson by a mere three electoral votes  

3. Thomas Jefferson became his vice president 

a. Before the Twelfth Amendment the second-leading vote getter won the vice 

presidency 

b. Curious situation having a president and vice president of different parties 

c. Though they had long collaborated, the two men will have a major falling 

out that won’t be repaired for more than a decade  

4. The unenviable task of following the legend: George Washington  

C. Though a Federalist he was attacked by Hamiltonian Federalists 

1. Adams hated Hamilton 

a. Called him “the bastard brat of a scotch peddler”  

b. He was “as ambitious as Bonaparte, though less courageous, and save for 

me would have involved us in a foreign war with France and a civil war 

with ourselves.”  

c. Hamilton’s allies constantly undercut Adams whenever possible  

2. Sometimes known as a “Party of One” because he was attacked from both sides  

D. Problems with France 

1. The French had been seizing American ships 

2. The XYZ Affair (1797) 

a. Adams were sent Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, John Marshall, and 

Elbridge Gerry to France  

b. The agents were dubbed “X”, “Y”, and “Z” 

c. American delegates in Paris were forced to pay a bribe of $250,000 to 

merely speak with French Foreign Minister Talleyrand 

d. $12 million would supposedly secure a treaty  

3. Quasi-War with France 

a. An undeclared war between the United States and France  

b. The American people wanted war: “millions for defense, not one cent for 

tribute”  

c. The 1778 treaty of alliance was repealed  

d. Adams built up the U.S. Navy- “Father of the U.S. Navy” 

e. Exaggerated fears France would invade the United States  

f. Hamilton urged for war calling for a 10,000-man army to be raised  

g. Adams realized war with France would be disastrous 

4. The end of the Quasi-War 

a. Napoleon wanted to focus on Europe  
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b. Adams secured peace right before the election, alienating many Federalists 

and effectively losing the 1800 Election  

c. France officially ended the 1778 alliance with the Convention  of 

Mortefontaine  

 

IX. The Alien and Sedition Acts (1798) 

A. The Federalists mounted a campaign to attack the Jeffersonians  

1. Were engaged in bitter partisan struggle with the Democratic-Republicans 

2. Used the Quasi-War as an excuse to pass the Alien and Sedition Acts  

B. Alien Acts 

1. Immigrants typically voted for the Jeffersonians 

2. The president could expel any foreigner with an executive order (no trial necessary) 

3. Increased the naturalization phase (the process of being a citizen) from 5 to 14 years 

C. Sedition Act 

1. Attacked First Amendment rights of freedom of speech and press  

2. More than 20 Republican editors were arrested for criticizing the Federalist-

dominated government  

D. In the long run, the Alien and Sedition Acts did much to hurt the Federalist Party  

 

X. The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions (1798) 

A. In response to the Alien and Sedition Acts the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions were 

drafted by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison  

B. Jefferson and Madison turned to the power of the states 

1. Not enough support in a Federalist-dominated Congress 

2. The judiciary was a bastion of Federalist power  

C. Based on the “compact” theory of the Union 

1. The federal government was created by the states 

2. The states interpreted the Constitution  

3. Nullification: the states could refuse to abide by federal laws they did not approve  

D. Later influenced Southern states’ rights advocates in the period before the Civil War 
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The Jeffersonian Era, 1800-1812 

 
I. Thomas Jefferson 

A. Jefferson the intellectual 

1. Well-read 

a. His personal library consisted of more than 6,000 books  

2. Extremely intelligent  

3. Studied a variety of topics from agriculture, history, architecture, to developing 

practical inventions 

B. Estate at Monticello near Charlottesville, Virginia 

1. Jefferson was a larger Virginia planter who owned approximately 100 slaves  

C. Inconsistencies, hypocrite? Or is Jefferson pragmatic?  

1. Writing the Declaration of Independence but owning nearly 100 slaves and having 

an affair with one, Sally Hemmings 

2. The Louisiana Purchase despite adhering the a strict interpretation of the 

Constitution 

3. Going to war with the Barbary pirates 

4. Called for a frugal government but he himself was very indebted by because of a 

lavish lifestyle  

D. Major beliefs  

1. Small government: the government that governs best governs least 

a. Called for “a wise and frugal government, which shall restrain men from 

injuring one another, (and) shall leave them otherwise free to regulate their 

own pursuits.” 

b. During Jefferson’s administration the executive branch had only 130 

workers in 1801  

c. As president he worked to cut the national debt  

d. His Secretary of Treasury Albert Gallatin was very able  

2. States’ rights (ex: Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions) 

3. Champions the yeomen (small) farmers as God’s chosen people 

E. The three great achievements he listed on his gravestone epitaph  

1. Author of the Declaration of Independence 

2. Author of the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom 

3. Founder of the University of Virginia  

 

II. The Election of 1800 

A. Adams (Federalist) vs. Jefferson (D-R) vs. Aaron Burr (D-R) 

B. Burr and Jefferson tied election goes to the House of Representatives 

1. Burr was supposed to be the Democratic-Republicans Vice President but did not 

back step aside 

2. Required 35 votes before the tie was broken  

3. Hamilton used his influence to throw the Federalists’ support to Jefferson and a few 

refrained from voting  

a. Jefferson is the lesser of two evils because Burr covets power 

b. Called Burr the “most unfit man in the United States for the office of 

President”  

4. Burr (second place) becomes vice president 

C. Importance of the Election of 1800 

1. Jefferson called it the “Revolution of 1800” 

2. First transfer of power in American history  

a. Federalist  Jeffersonian  

b. Done peacefully with Adams quietly leaving Washington D.C. the morning 

of the inauguration   

3. Jefferson’s inaugural address: “We are all Federalists, we are all Republicans.” 

4. Jefferson does not purge the government of Federalists  
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a. He does not even attack the hated Bank of the United States and it will 

continue to exist when its charter expires in 1814 

b. Exceptions 

i. He tried to remove the “midnight judges” 

ii. Overturned the Alien and Sedition Acts (ex: granted pardons and 

passed a new naturalization act) 

iii. Eliminated the excise tax 

iv. Reduced the size of the military  

5. Beginning of the end of the Federalist Party 

a. They will never win the presidency again  

b. Lost their majorities in both houses of Congress  

6. The Twelfth Amendment (1804) 

a. Henceforth the electoral college will cast separate ballots for the president 

and vice president 

b. Eliminates the problem of having the President of the United States and 

Vice President being from different parties  

c. However, the House still chooses the President if no candidate receives a 

majority of electoral votes  

 

III. John Marshall and Marbury v. Madison (1803) 

A. The early Supreme Court  

1. The Constitution is rather vague about various parts of the Supreme Court (ex: not a 

set number of justices)  

2. The Judiciary Act of 1789 

a. Created the federal court system  

b. Hinted at the Supreme Court having the power of judicial review  

3. John Jay: 1
st
 Chief Justice of the Supreme Court  

4. Initially only six justices 

5. Heard fear cases in its early years (till 1801 the Court heard only 87 cases)  

B. Appointing Supreme Court justices 

1. Presidents have the very important power of appointing federal judges, including 

Supreme Court justices 

2. Confirmed by the Senate by a 2/3 majority  

3. Supreme Court justices serve for life so a president’s appointment- can be among the 

longest lasting legacies of a presidency  

C. Adams and the “midnight judges” 

1. The Federalists suffered losses in the 1800 presidential and congressional elections  

2. Judiciary Act of 1801 

a. Passed in February during Adams’ lame-duck period and before the 

Jeffersonian-majority Congress took office  

b. Increased the number of federal judgeships  

c. The Federalists would have the opportunity to appoint judges with 

Federalist leanings   

3. Adams nominated several federal judges before leaving office, including Chief 

Justice John Marshall 

4. Angered the Democratic-Republicans who claimed Adams was up late until the last 

night of his presidency signing the appointments 

D. John Marshall 

1. Cousin of Thomas Jefferson but the two men’s beliefs were very different and they 

detested one another  

2. Served in the Continental Army and suffered at Valley Forge  

3. Major beliefs- wants to increase the power of:  

a. The federal government 

b. The Supreme Court 

c. Business and commercial classes  

4. Without a doubt the most important Chief Justice in our nation’s history 
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a. While serving from 1801 to 1835 many decisions of the Marshall Court 

established precedents for a stronger federal government and Supreme 

Court as well as the basis for business in modern America  

b. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes later said: “If American law were to be 

represented by a single figure… that figure could be but one alone, and that 

one- John Marshall.”  

E. Marbury v. Madison (1803) 

1. For the first time the Court declared a portion of an act of Congress (the Judiciary 

Act of 1789) to be unconstitutional 

2. Established the precedent of judicial review: the Court determines the 

constitutionality of issues 

3. Arguably the most important case in American history  

F. Jeffersonian attacks on the judiciary 

1. Removal of justices 

a. The Constitution vaguely states judges can be impeached for “treason, high 

crimes, and misdemeanors” 

b. The House would impeach (draw up charges) and the Senate would convict 

(and thus remove the judge) by a 2/3 majority  

2. Saw the judiciary as the least democratic branch of government, and worse, 

controlled by elitist Federalists 

3. Impeached and convicted Judge John Pickering of New Hampshire, who was 

mentally ill 

4. Samuel Chase 

a. Extremely partisan Federalist Supreme Court justice 

b. Impeached but not convicted 

c. Good thing he was not convicted because it would have established a 

dangerous precedent of removing justices because of their beliefs  

 

IV. The Barbary Corsairs 

A. Jefferson’s view on the military 

1. Jefferson feared a large standing army as a threat to American liberties 

2. Favors a small navy for coastal defense- the “mosquito fleet” 

3. Slashed defense spending 

4. But did establish the United States Military Academy at West Point  

B. The Barbary city-states on the North African coast 

1. Included Tripoli, Algiers, and Tunis 

2. Made their money through extortion, bribery, and piracy 

3. The British had paid them off so that they would not interfere with British trade in 

the Mediterranean 

a. The Americans no longer had the protection of the Royal Navy 

b. Nations such as the United States who did not pay the tribute had their ships 

seized and sailors sold into slavery  

4. The Washington and Adams administrations paid them off because it would be 

cheaper than war  

5. By 1800 payments to the Barbary States made up roughly 20% of the federal budget  

6. The Pasha of Tripoli symbolically declared war when he chopped down the flagpole 

at the American consulate in 1801 

C. Jefferson sent the Navy to defend American rights 

1. National honor was at stake 

a. “I am an enemy to all these decors, tributes, and humiliations.” 

b. “Tribute or war is the usual alternative of these Barbary pirates. Why not 

build a navy and declare war?”  

2. Ended in 1805 with the United States victorious and no longer needing to pay tribute 

to the Barbary states  

3. Gave the U.S. a sense of pride (ex: the Marine Corps Hymn makes reference to “the 

shores of Tripoli”) 
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4. However, the Barbary Pirates would not be vanquished once-and-for-all until after 

the War of 1812  

 

V. The Louisiana Purchase (1803) 

A. Napoleon Bonaparte 

1. Dreamed or reviving France’s New World Empire during a lull in the Napoleonic 

Wars 

2. The Treaty of San Ildefonso (1800) 

a. France acquired Louisiana from Spain  

b. Spain and France tried to keep the treaty secret 

c. Greatly concerned Americans because Spain was a declining power 

whereas France was a formidable foe  

3. Santo Domingo 

a. Valuable sugar island that is present-day Haiti 

b. Slave rebellion led by Toussaint L’Ouverture 

c. The French army was decimated because of yellow fever carried by 

mosquitoes  

d. U.S reaction 

i. Fears in the United States slaves would imitate the Haitian 

example 

ii. Did not officially recognize Haiti until after the Civil War  

e. Haiti would be the only independent state to originate from a slave revolt  

4. Napoleon abandoned his dream of New World Empire due to: 

a. Defeat in Santo Domingo 

b. The Napoleonic Wars resumed again and he needed money and could not 

guarantee the protection of Louisiana  

B. Jefferson’s desire for New Orleans 

1. Strategic position at the mouth of the Mississippi River 

2. Yeomen farmers were his primary constituency and they needed the Mississippi 

River to ship their goods  

3. Sent Robert Livingston and James Monroe to Paris to purchase New Orleans  

C. Napoleon decided to sell not just New Orleans but all of Louisiana 

1. He figured he would eventually lose it anyway either to encroaching American 

settlers or the Royal Navy  

2. He needed cash for his wars against Britain  

D. Why does Jefferson buy? 

1. Feared the French presence in Louisiana enough to remark: “The day that France 

takes possession of New Orleans, we must marry ourselves to the British fleet and 

nation.” 

2. Good for western farmers 

3. Expansion was compatible for his idea of establishing an “empire of liberty”  

4. Influenced by Thomas Malthus’ writings about the dangers of overpopulation  

5. Overcame his constitutional qualms of strict constitution because it was simply too 

good of a deal- only $15 million  

a. Nowhere in the Constitution does it say the president can purchase territory 

b. However, it also does not explicitly say he can’t  

6. A constitutional amendment would have taken too long and Napoleon might change 

his mind  

E. Results of the Louisiana Purchase 

1. The greatest real estate deal in history  

a. Millions of acres for $0.03 per acre 

b. All told, the area of Louisiana was roughly 820,000 mi
2 

 

c. Doubled the size of the United States without firing a shot 

2. Unclear the exact borders 

a. Was western Florida included? 

b. Was Texas included? 
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c. How far north did Louisiana extend? 

3. Hurt the Federalist Party because western farmers increased in power 

4. The European inhabitants in Louisiana were granted U.S. citizenship and thus 

avoided many potential problems  

F. Exploring Louisiana 

1. The Lewis and Clark Expedition 

a. Jefferson sent Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to explore the upper 

regions of the Louisiana Purchase along the Missouri and Columbia Rivers 

b. Not only collected geographic information, but it was a scientific expedition 

that brought back samples of the area’s flora and fauna as well as 

information about the Native Americans in the area   

c. Amazingly successful because only one member of the party died and only 

two Indians died  

d. Helped along the way by Sacagawea  

e. Reached the Pacific Ocean in present-day Oregon- thus giving the U.S. a 

claim to the region  

2. Zebulon Pike (1805-1806) 

a. Explored the headwaters of the Mississippi River 

b. Traveled throughout the Rocky Mountains  

 

VI. The Burr-Hamilton Duel and Burr’s Conspiracy 

A. Aaron Burr 

1. Grandson of Jonathan Edwards 

2. Prominent New York politician  

3. Jefferson’s vice president  

4. The most cunning and treacherous of the Founding Fathers 

a. Had no firm political beliefs 

b. Lacked public virtue which the Founding Fathers emphasized so much 

B. Hamilton and Burr’s war of words 

1. Both were from New York and both detested each other  

2. Hamilton believed Burr was a “dangerous man who ought not be trusted with the 

reigns of government” 

3. Hamilton made comments on Burr’s “despicable” character 

4. Burr blamed Hamilton from losing the race to become governor of New York  

C. Dueling 

1. Known as “interviews” or “affairs of honor” 

2. Importance of a gentleman defending his honor  

3. Dueling was common among “gentlemen” in antebellum America 

4. The purpose was to show up and preserve one’s honor and not to kill your opponent  

a. Perhaps only 20% ended in fatalities 

b. In fact, killing an adversary opened one to charges of blood thirstiness  

D. Burr-Hamilton Duel 

1. Burr challenged Hamilton 

a. Hamilton must attend in order to preserve his honor 

b. Ironically, Hamilton was opposed to dueling because his son had been 

killed in a duel  

2. Dueling was illegal in New York so they actually had to row out to an island in the 

middle of the river  

3. 11 July 1804: Burr killed Hamilton in their duel 

4. Burr is now a fugitive  

E. Burr’s Conspiracy 

1. Burr headed west because he was going to be charged with murder 

2. It is not clear exactly what his intentions were, but he was clearly up to no good 

a. At the minimum he was meeting with another slippery character- General 

James Wilkinson  

b. Raise an independent army? 
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c. Gain Mexico and Texas from Spain? 

d. Was he trying to create an empire in the West? 

3. Indicted on charges of treason 

F. Burr’s treason trial 

1. Jefferson was so angry that he offered a pardon to anyone who would turn state’s 

evidence  

2. Presided over by John Marshall 

a. Marshall refused to hear circumstantial evidence or hearsay  

b. Strict interpretation of treason 

i. Two or more witnesses to each overt act of treason 

ii. Important precedent because it removed the accusation of treason 

from the realm of politics  

3. There was not enough evidence to convict Burr 

 

VII. The Napoleonic Wars and the Dilemmas of Neutrality  

A. The Napoleonic Wars (1793-1815) 

1. Britain vs. France and various shifting alliances in Europe  

2. The conflict clearly effected the United States despite being two thousand miles 

away  

3. The tiger and the shark 

a. The tiger:  

i. Napoleon won control of the European continent at the Battle of 

Austerlitz (1805) 

b. The shark: 

i. Britain became master of the seas with their victory at the Battle of 

Trafalgar (1805) 

c. The tiger and the shark are both dominant in their respective spheres, but 

can’t get to each other directly to see which is the dominant power 

B. Britain and France’s attempts to limit each other’s neutral trade 

1. U.S. neutral trade 

a. Early in the war the American shippers were trading more and making lots 

of money  

b. The U.S. became a major trader  (ex: for 10 years the U.S. was trading more 

with India than all European nations combined) 

2. Britain imposed a blockade on Europe and implemented the Orders-in-Council 

a. November 1807: all neutral ships must sail to Britain so contraband can be 

seized before heading to the European continent 

b. It was actually easier to wait off the coast of important port cities and then 

seize the ships, very much angered Americans  

3. Napoleon’s Continental System  

a. His way of trying to combat Britain’s policies  

b. The Berlin Decrees (1806): no vessel coming from a British port shall be 

received in any European port of France or her allies  

c. Milan Decrees (1807): any vessel submitting to a search by a British ship, 

or paying any fee to the British government shall be considered as a British 

vessel and subject to seizure  

d. Any ship that had obeyed British policies were subject to seizure  

4. In short, the Americans were damned if they do, damned if they don’t  

C. Impressment 

1. The seizure of American sailors to man the Royal Navy 

2. The Royal Navy was the largest in the world 

a. Treated its sailors terribly and had a problem with desertion  

b. Constantly needed more manpower 

3. Many deserters worked for American ships because they were paid and treated better  

4. Even if naturalized U.S. citizens, the Royal Navy seized former British citizens 

under the idea of once a British citizen- always a British subject  
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5. The French too seized American sailors  

6. Between 1803 and 1812 approximately 1500 American ships were seized 

a. The British seized 917 

b. France seized 558 

7. The number of sailors seized by the British Navy is not known exactly but was in the 

thousands   

D. The Chesapeake Affair (1807) 

1. A British ship, the HMS Leopard, pulled alongside the Chesapeake  looking for 

deserters  

a. The Chesapeake refused to be boarded  

b. The Leopard fired, killing 4 Americans  

c. The Leopard then pulled off the deserters  

d. What made matters worse is that this incident occurred just off the coast of 

Virginia  

2. The American people were outraged and wanted war 

3. Jefferson and his administration realized war would be disastrous 

a. Secretary of the Treasury Albert Gallatin: the U.S. “will be poorer, both as a 

nation and as a government, our debt and taxes will increase, and our 

progress including respect will be interrupted.”  

b. The military was clearly not ready for war with a foe as formidable as Great 

Britain  

c. In 1807 there was one Royal Navy vessel for each cannon in the United 

States Navy 

E. America’s Response to Neutrality Violations  

1. Jefferson believed in “peaceable coercion”  

a. Jefferson cannot go to war because of the weaknesses of the United States 

and he was mindful of Washington’s precedent  

b. However, he certainly cannot do nothing 

c. The young nation’s honor was clearly being challenged and the 

Jeffersonians really resent this status  

d. Jefferson believed withholding American trade could be weapon 

i. In short, belief that Europeans need American goods/trade than 

vice versa  

2. Embargo (1807) 

a. Prohibited American ships from leaving the United States for any port 

anywhere in the world  

b. Extremely difficult to enforce 

i. No way to regulate the ultimate destination of ships  

ii. Smuggling and illegal trade  

iii. Things were so bad on the New York-Canadian border that 

Jefferson considered declaring the area in a state of rebellion  

c. Hurt New England and the commercial classes though it did inadvertently 

stimulate New England industry  

d. Declining U.S. exports 

i. 1807: $108 million 

ii. 1808: $22 million  

e. Declining imports 

i. In the same period imports decline 60% 

ii. Decline of government revenue because it relied much on import 

duties  

f. Anti-embargo poem: “O Grab Me” 

 

Our ships all in motion 

Once whiten’d the ocean 

They sail’d and return’d with a Cargo 

Now doom’d to decay 
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They are fallen a prey 

To Jefferson, worms, and EMBARGO 

 

3. Election of 1808 

a. Jefferson decided not to run for a third term and upheld Washington’s two-

term precedent  

b. Madison (Democratic-Republican) vs. Charles Cotesworth Pinckney 

(Federalist) 

c. James Madison, Jefferson’s protégé, was elected by a wide margin  

d. The Federalists did pick up a few seats in Congress though they were still a 

distinct minority 

4. Non-Intercourse Act (1809) 

a. Madison immediately repealed the Embargo when he took office but 

immediately passed the Non-Intercourse Act  

b. American ships could trade with all countries except Britain and France 

c. It too was difficult to enforce and unpopular  

5. Macon’s Bill #2 (1810) 

a. Madison sought to entice either France or Britain to lift their restrictions 

i. The United States would remove its restrictions with either Britain 

or France if they lifted theirs 

ii. The American embargo would continue on that nation’s enemy 

b. Napoleon jumped on this and duped Madison: the Kadore Letter 

c. Stated the French would repeal the Berlin and Milan Decrees 

d. In reality, France was still violating the United States’ neutral rights  

e. Managed to sour U.S.-British relations even more  

F. Despite all of these efforts to avoid war with Great Britain, war was declared by the United 

States in 1812  
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The Growth of American Nationalism:  

The War of 1812 and the Era of Good Feelings, 1812-1824 
 

I. The War of 1812 

A. Causes of the War of 1812 

1. Impressment and the Orders in Council 

a. Between 1803 and April 1806 alone, some 2,800 American seamen were 

impressed 

b. Incidents such as the Chesapeake Affair (1807) 

c. Clear violations of U.S. sovereignty and neutrality during the Napoleonic 

Wars 

2. Indian Problems 

a. Though the British evacuated the Ohio Valley (Jay’s Treaty) they continued 

to arm and supply Native Americans from Canada 

b. Americans blamed problems such as Tecumseh on the British 

3. Anti-British tradition 

a. Sense that the British were violating our honor and there needed to be a 

second war for independence  

b. “Twisting the lion’s tail” 

i. Stirring up anti-British sentiments for political gain  

ii. Especially popular among the Irish  

c. Lasted until the early 20
th

 century  

4. Failure of “peaceable coercion”  

a. The Embargo (1807) 

b. Non-Intercourse Act (1809) 

c. Macon’s Bill #2 (1810)  

5. The War Hawks 

a. New class of young, Democratic-Republican Congressmen from the South 

and the West who took office in 1811  

b. Anti-British 

c. Felt national honor was at stake  

d. Wanted to eliminate the Indian threat on the frontier  

e. Sought to obtain new territory 

i. Spanish Florida: Indian raids on the southern frontier sometimes 

originated from Florida and was a haven for runaway slaves 

ii. Canada: to end British-backed Indians and the mistaken belief 

Canadians wanted to be part of the United States  

f. Unlike the Founders’ generation, they were unconcerned about getting in a 

risky war with a European power  

g. Examples 

i. Henry Clay (Kentucky)- he was actually Speaker of the House  

ii. John C. Calhoun (South Carolina) 

iii. Felix Grundy (Tennessee) 

6. Questions to consider:  

a. Why does war break out in 1812 instead of 1807 or 1809? 

b. If both France and Britain violated the United States’ neutral rights- why 

did the United States go to war with Great Britain and not France? 

B. Declaration of War 

1. Summer 1812: President Madison asked Congress for a  declaration of war  

2. Sectional divisions 

a. The South and the West wholeheartedly supported the war, especially the 

West 

b. The commercially-oriented New England opposed the war 

3. Political divisions 

a. Most Federalists voted against war  
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b. A majority of Democratic-Republicans voted for war  

4. These differences were evident when war was declared 

a. Only passed by a 79 to 49 margin in the House, and 19 to 13 in the Senate  

b. The U.S. may have been more divided entering the War of 1812 than any 

other war  

5. War was declared on June 18, 1812 

a. Earlier in the month, the British repealed their Orders-in-Council because 

the embargo had started to hurt  

b. The news did not reach the United States in time because of slow 

communications, may or may not have made an impact on the decision to 

go to war  

6. Also known as “Mr. Madison’s War” or sometimes the Second War for 

Independence 

C. Breaking the Indians 

1. Many Americans saw the War of 1812 as an opportunity to eliminate the Indian 

menace east of the Mississippi River 

2. Tecumseh and the Prophet 

a. Tecumseh 

i. Chief of the Shawnee who were powerful in what is today Ohio 

and Indiana 

ii. Charismatic military leader 

b. The Prophet (Tenskwatawa)  

i. Half-brother of Tecumseh 

ii. Medicine man and spiritual leader  

c. Traveled from Canada to Florida spreading this message:  

i. The only way the Native Americans could defeat the westward tide 

of American settlers was to put aside their differences and unite 

ii. Reject white ways (especially alcohol) and emphasized a return to 

traditional ways  

iii. Tecumseh impressed with his vision while the Prophet seemingly 

performed miracles such as blotting out the sun and predicting the 

great New Madrid Earthquake   

d. William Henry Harrison, governor of Indiana, was wary and extremely 

impressed by Tecumseh: “The implicit obedience and respect which the 

followers of Tecumseh pay to him, is really astonishing, and more than any 

other circumstances bespeaks him one of those uncommon genius which 

springs up occasionally to produce revolutions and overturn the established 

order of things.” 

e. However, there are simply too many cultural differences to set aside to 

accomplish Tecumseh’s vision  

3. Battle of Tippecanoe (December 1811) 

a. There was a large gathering of Indians at Prophetstown on Tippecanoe 

Creek in Indiana  

b. Troops led William Henry Harrison delivered a crippling blow to the 

Indians of the Ohio Valley  

4. Tecumseh and the War of 1812 

a. The British thought so highly of Tecumseh they made him a brigadier 

general in their army  

b. Tecumseh would be killed during the Battle of the Thames (1813) in 

Canada during the War of 1812  

c. Tecumseh’s death evaporated hopes for his vision  

5. Horseshoe Bend and the destruction of the Creeks  

a. The Creeks 

i. Inhabited the Southeast (Alabama and Georgia) 

ii. A hostile band of Creeks known as the Red Sticks went on the war 

path  
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b. Massacre at Fort Mims (1813) 

i. The Red Sticks massacred 500 settlers 

ii. Inflamed the frontier and state militias mobilized to deal with the 

threat, including Tennessee militia commanded by Andrew 

Jackson  

c. Battle of Horseshoe Bend (27 March 1814) 

i. In present-day Alabama 

ii. Andrew Jackson’s forces completely destroyed a Creek village and 

effectively broke the power of the Creeks 

iii. More Native Americans were killed in this battle than any other in 

U.S. History  

iv. Ended Indian resistance in the Southeast  

v. Treaty of Fort Jackson (1814): the Indians ceded 22 million acres 

in the Southeast to the U.S. government   

6. The consequences of the defeat of the Indians  

a. The British should have had the Indians’ back after the war but basically 

left the Indians out to dry  

b. Indian fighters at this time were held in high regard and it is no coincidence 

that Andrew Jackson and William Henry Harrison (“Tippecanoe and Tyler 

too”) will become presidents 

c. Negligible resistance from Indians east of the Mississippi thereafter 

d.  Opening of new areas to white settlement (ex: Alabama and Mississippi) 

e. Ultimately Indian Removal in the 1830s  

D. A Losing War of 1812 

1. The U.S. was woefully prepared for war  

a. Small military  

i. In 1812 there were less than 7,000 regular soldiers, the rest were 

ill-trained militia 

ii. Small navy vs. the world’s best navy  

iii. Old, incompetent military leadership  

b. Small government that had difficulties in waging war  

i. Ex: Democratic-Republicans problems of raising money  

2. Invasion of Canada 

a. Naïve belief that Canada wanted to be part of the United States 

b. Three-pronged invasion of Canada is a complete disaster and ended any 

hope Canada would be part of the United States  

c. The Canadians fought back, they don’t want to be part of the United States 

d. Rise of Canadian nationalism  

i. References to the War of 1812 in Canada’s national anthem, “O’ 

Canada” 

ii. Ex: the Battle of Lundy’s Lane 

3. The Naval War 

a. The British imposed a strangling blockade on the coast of the United States 

i. Significant decrease in commerce and thus decrease in revenue  

b. More American successes than one would think against the world’s greatest 

naval power 

i. Victory at the Battle of Lake Erie where afterwards Oliver Hazzard 

Perry announced: “We have met the enemy and they are ours.” 

ii. Winning individual duals such as the Constitution (“Old 

Ironsides”) defeating the HMS Guerrierre  

iii. Success of American privateers on British shipping 

iv. However these successes are not enough and the British blockade 

was taking its toll 

4. The Burning of Washington D.C. (1814) 

a. Fresh British troops arrived from the European theater 
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i. Temporary lull in the action when Napoleon was defeated and 

banished to Elba in 1814 

ii. To the British the European theater against Napoleon was always 

the primary objective 

iii. Focus on the Chesapeake  

b. British troops easily brushed aside American opposition on the way to the 

Capitol (the so-called “Bladensburg Races”) 

c. Washington D.C. was burned to the ground after the American army fled in 

panic  

d. Battle of Fort McHenry  

i. After burning the Capitol, the British army proceeded to Baltimore 

ii. Fort McHenry held out despite a hammering British bombardment  

iii. From a British prison ship, Francis Scott Key wrote the words to 

“The Star Spangled Banner” which was put to the tune of an 

English drinking song and officially became the national anthem in 

1931 

E. The Hartford Convention (1814) 

1. New England Federalist opposition to the war 

a. As early as 1804 some New England Federalists known as the Essex Junto 

wanted to secede and form their own nation  

b. Illegal trade with British Canada 

c. Nicknamed “Blue Light Federalists” that they supposedly used to send 

messages to the British  

d. New England Governors held back their state militias  

2. Gathering of New England Federalists at Hartford, Connecticut (December 1814)  

a. Some talk of nullification of federal laws and some even hinted secession  

b. Proposed changes in the Constitution 

i. 2/3 majority requirement for declaration of war  

ii. 2/3 vote in Congress to admit new states  

iii. Wanted to overturn the 3/5 Compromise  

iv. Limiting the president to a single term and two consecutive 

presidents could not be from the same state  

3. Look extremely bad when their message arrived at Washington D.C. the same time 

as news of the victory at New Orleans  

4. Spelled the death of the Federalist Party once and for all 

F. Treaty of Ghent 

1. The Tsar of Russia promoted the peace because he needed the British to focus on the 

renewed Napoleonic Wars  

2. American diplomats were sent to negotiate a peace treaty in Ghent, Belgium  

a. John Quincy Adams 

b. Henry Clay 

c. Albert Gallatin 

3. Signed on Christmas Eve, 1814 but did not reach Washington D.C. until February 

13, 1815 

4. Status quo ante bellum 

a. “The same as before”: in short, nothing changed 

b. No mention of solving the problems that existed before the war: 

impressment, Indian problems, etc.  

c. The British abandoned the idea of an Indian buffer state- basically the 

Indians were left to fend for themselves  

d. The British were ready to end the conflict because Napoleon had escaped 

and was once again a threat  

5. The United States Senate unanimously ratified the treaty  

G. Battle of New Orleans (8 January 1815) 

1. The British sent fresh troops from Europe to conquer New Orleans in the fall of 1814 

a. Commanded by Sir Edward Pakenham 
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b. Wanted to capture New Orleans because it would be a good bargaining chip 

in a peace treaty  

2. Andrew Jackson 

a. After defeating the Creeks, Jackson headed west to defend New Orleans 

b. Assembled a motley crew of western frontiersmen, free blacks, and even 

Louisiana pirates to defend New Orleans 

c. Established defenses along a narrow strip of land between the Mississippi 

River and a cypress swamp  

3. Jackson’s troops positioned themselves behind cotton bales, entrenchments, etc.  

4. The British launch a frontal assault  

a. Bloody affair, heavy British losses (>2,000) 

b. The Americans sustained few casualties (71) 

5. Great military victory that Americans will celebrate (January 8
th

) until the Civil War  

H. Legacy of the War of 1812 

1. The United States was very fortunate not to lose land or its independence  

2. Few would have guessed this would be the last fight against Great Britain 

a. Animosity against Britain lasted till the twentieth century  (“twisting the 

lion’s tail”) 

b. Peace in Europe for the most part 99 years from the end of the Napoleonic 

Wars (1815) till World War I (1914) 

c. The U.S. would no longer have major problems with Canada 

i. Rush-Bagot Treaty (1817): provided for disarmament along the 

Great Lakes  

ii. Today our border with Canada, all 5,527 miles, is the longest 

unfortified border in the world 

3. A surge of nationalism after the War of 1812   

a. Despite the United States Capitol being burned to the ground, Americans 

will remember their glorious victory at New Orleans 

b. Secretary of Treasury Albert Gallatin wrote: “The war has revived and 

reinstated the national feelings and characters which the Revolution had 

given. The people… are more American; they feel and act more as a 

nation.”  

4. Andrew Jackson became a national hero  

a. The “Hero of New Orleans” 

b. Springboard to the presidency in 1828  

 

II. The American System  

A. The near defeat during the War of 1812 convinced many that reforms were needed to make 

the United States more self-sufficient  

B. Proponents 

1. The American System was mostly proposed by Henry Clay  

2. President Madison laid these plans out in his 1815 State of the Union Address  

3. John C. Calhoun even defended the tariff  

C. Three parts of the American System 

1. Second Bank of the United States 

2. Tariff of 1816 

3. Internal improvements 

D. Second Bank of the United States  

1. The First Bank of the United States expired in 1811 

2. The Bank was clearly needed during the War of 1812 

3. Rechartered in 1816 for 20 years  

E. Tariff of 1816 

1. A tax on imported goods so that Americans would not buy cheaper British goods 

2. Need to protect fledgling American industries from British competition  

a. Ex: New England textile mills 

3. Hurt export-based regions like the South 
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a. Other countries raise their tariffs to retaliate  

b. Increased the price of manufactured goods paid by the South  

c. But the South goes along with it because of a sense of nationalism  

F. Internal improvements 

1. Transportation systems 

a. Canals 

b. Roads and turnpikes  

i. Ex: the National Road (sometimes known as the Cumberland 

Road) linking western Maryland and the Mississippi River  

c. Railroads (1830s) 

2. Overcomes the isolation of the countryside and brought the market economy into 

new areas 

3. The Bonus Bill 

a. Proposed by John C. Calhoun: “Let us, then, bind the republic together with 

a perfect system of roads and canals.”  

b. Proposed using money from the Bank of the United States to finance 

internal improvements 

c. Vetoed by President Madison because he believed in a strict interpretation 

of the Constitution and worried about how these internal improvements 

would be paid for  

4. State and local governments end up funding most of the internal improvements 

a. Ex: The Erie Canal (“Clinton’s Ditch”) in New York  

5. The number of miles of roads, canals, and railroads dramatically increased in the 40 

years after 1816 

 

III. The Era of Good Feelings (1816-1824) 

A. With the death of the Federalist after the War of 1812, there was basically no political 

competition between parties (one-party rule) 

B. Hence the term "Era of Good Feelings" 

1. James Monroe trounced the Federalist candidate Rufus King in 1816 

2. President James Monroe will be reelected easily in 1820  

3. Nearly unanimous except for one vote, unanimity was reserved only for Washington  

C. The “Virginia Dynasty” continued: four of the first five presidents were from Virginia  

1. Washington 

2. Jefferson 

3. Madison 

4. Monroe  

 

IV. The Panic of 1819 

A. First of a series of financial panics (depressions) that will plague the United States 

approximately every 20 years until the Great Depression (1930s) 

B. As the United States experienced the Market Revolution the economy was subject to a 

business cycle with booms and busts  

C. Causes 

1. The Second Bank of the U.S. was badly mismanaged during the first few years of its 

existence 

a. Loaned out too much money and overheated the economy 

b. It had to call in some of its loans and people defaulted on their loans  

c. Reformed when Nicholas Biddle was named President of the Bank of the 

United States  

d. “Wildcat” banks in the West were particularly unstable  

2. The collapse of European markets for American goods 

a. Especially agricultural goods 

b. With the defeat of Napoleon Europeans no longer depend on American 

foodstuffs 
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c. For the farmers the scapegoat is the Bank of the United States, they call it 

the “Monster” 

3. Too much western land had been bought on credit, wild speculation 

D. Contributed to the end of the Era of Good Feelings  

1. The groundwork will be laid for the second party system (Democrats vs. Whigs) 

2. Election of 1824: there will be five major candidates running for President  

 

V. Growth of the West 

A. Reasons for the growth of the west 

1. Natural westward push of settlers  

2. With the Indian threat removed, western lands were now more enticing than ever  

3. More favorable land policy such as the Land Act of 1820 made it cheaper for settlers 

to move west 

4. Improved transportation  

5. By 1820 ¼ of Americans lived west of the Appalachian Mountains  

B. Settlers tended to migrate along similar lines of latitude 

1. New England and the Mid-Atlantic  the Old Northwest and Great Lakes 

2. South  Southwest  

3. Exception of Scots-Irish backcountry people pushing down the Appalachian 

Mountains into the South and Southwest  

C. Table of admission 

1. Vermont (1791) 

2. Kentucky (1792) 

3. Tennessee (1796) 

4. Ohio (1803) 

5. Louisiana (1812) 

6. Indiana (1816) 

7. Mississippi (1817) 

8. Illinois (1818) 

9. Alabama (1819) 

10. Maine (1820) 

11. Missouri (1821) 

D. Speculation and settlers wanted cheap money  

E. The growth of the West helps spur sectionalism  

1. West, South, and Northeast 

2. Evident in the Election of 1824 where there were five candidates representing 

different regions  

 

VI. The Missouri Compromise (1820) 

A. Sectional balance of slaveholding and free states in the Senate 

1. There were 11 free states, 11 slave states 

2. Particularly important to the South because the North dominated in the House of 

Representatives because of their population advantage  

a. Representatives from free states outnumbered those from slave states 105 to 

81  

B. The problem caused by the Louisiana Purchase 

1. What is going to be the status of slavery in the Louisiana Purchase? 

2. Missouri will be the first territory to apply for statehood from the Louisiana Purchase 

3. Missouri already had 10,000 slaves 

4. Tallmadge Amendment  

a. James Tallmadge of New York  

b. Proposed no more slaves would be brought to Missouri and slave children 

would gradually be emancipated at age 25 

c. Believed it would be acceptable because it was a plan for gradual 

emancipation that had worked in the Northeast  

d. Along sectional lines it passed in the House but was defeated in the Senate  

C. The South’s argument 

1. Congress could not impose special conditions on Missouri that had not been applied 

to other states 

2. The states, not the federal government, would determine the status of slavery  

3. The right to take their property wherever they desired  
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D. Missouri Compromise 

1. Orchestrated by Henry Clay  

a. Nicknamed “the Great Pacificator”  

2. Both Maine and Missouri were admitted to the Union in a way so the sectional 

balance would be maintained  

a. Missouri entered the Union as a slave state 

b. Maine entered the Union as a free state 

3. Permits slavery in the Louisiana Purchase south of 36
0
, 30', but not above  

4. Merely placed a bandage on the increasingly controversial issue of slavery for a few 

critical decades  

E. Slavery in the territories would ultimately be the issue to drive the country apart 

 

VII. The Marshall Court (1801-1835) 

A. John Marshall is undoubtedly the greatest Chief Justice in history  

1. Elevated the importance and prestige of the Supreme Court  

2. Dedicated to the growth of: 

a. The federal government 

b. The Supreme Court 

c. Propertied and commercial classes  

3. Loose interpretation of the Constitution  

4. In 34 years as Chief Justice Marshall developed a very collegial environment and he 

was able to convince his colleagues to go along with his opinion in most cases  

B. Marbury v. Madison (1803) 

1. Established the principle of  judicial review 

a. The Supreme Court determines the constitutionality of laws 

b. Contrary to Jefferson and Madison’s position in the Virginia and Kentucky 

Resolutions  

2. This is why Supreme Court decisions today are so important because they are the 

final say except if: 

a. Another Supreme Court decision overrules the decision 

b. A constitutional amendment is passed  

C. Fletcher v. Peck (1810) 

1. The Georgia State Legislature had cancelled a deal that had been made with the 

fraudulent Yazoo Land Company  

2. The Court upheld a contract even though it was fraudulently obtained and struck 

down the Georgia State Legislature’s law  

D. Dartmouth v. Woodward (1819) 

1. Defended the rights of contracts 

2. Daniel Webster, an alum of Dartmouth, gave an impassioned speech for Dartmouth  

3. Upheld Dartmouth College’s charter even though it was issued by the King  

E. McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) 

1. The State of Maryland wanted to tax a branch of the Bank of the United States 

2. Marshall ruled, "The power to tax is the power to destroy." 

3. Upheld the constitutionality of the Bank of the United States based on the “necessary 

and proper” clause  

F. Cohens v. Virginia (1821) 

1. Upheld the power of the Supreme Court to review decisions made by state supreme 

courts  

G. Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) 

1. The State of New York wanted to grant a monopoly to a steamboat company 

carrying traffic between New York and New Jersey  

2. The Court ruled only Congress can regulate interstate commerce 

a. Interstate (between two or more states) vs. intrastate (within one state) 

b. Freed transportation systems from the restraints of the states and thus 

helped facilitated the growth of capitalism  
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H. These cases and their rulings allowed for the expansion and development of the Market 

Revolution  

 

VIII. Foreign Policy in the Era of Good Feelings 

A. John Quincy Adams  

1. Son of John Adams  

2. Great deal of diplomatic experience  

3. Like many other Americans at the time, he was both a commercial and landed 

expansionist  

4. President Monroe’s Secretary of State 

a. An excellent Secretary of State, considered one of the very best in U.S. 

history  

b. Will play an instrumental role in treaties dealing with Oregon, Florida, and 

the Monroe Doctrine  

c. Secured commercial treaties with several nations  

d. Like Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe before him, John Quincy Adams will 

parlay his experience as Secretary of State to be the sixth president of the 

United States (1825-1829) 

B. Establishing improved relations with British Canada 

1. Rush-Bagot Treaty (1817) 

a. Limited naval armaments on the Great Lakes  

b. In 1871 the land portion of the border was demilitarized  

2. Treaty of 1818 

a. Sometimes known as the Anglo-American Convention  

b. Established the border between U.S. and Canada at the 49
th

 parallel from 

west of the Great Lakes to the Pacific- basically the northern limit of the 

Louisiana Purchase was set at the 49
th

  

3. The U.S. Canadian border, more than 5,000 miles, is the longest unfortified border in 

the world today  

C. Oregon 

1. Rivalries for the Pacific Northwest 

a. The United States 

i. Claim based on Lewis and Clark’s expedition 

ii. More missionaries heading to the area  

b. Britain 

i. The United States’ #1 rival in the region 

ii. But does not want to go to war over Oregon  

c. Spain 

d. Russia  

i. Originally claims based on exploration in Alaska  

ii. 1824: Russia dropped its claims to the region and set its 

southernmost border of Alaska/Pacific Northwest at 54’,40 

2. Reasons the Pacific Northwest was coveted 

a. Fertile land (ex: the Willamette Valley in Oregon) 

b. Furs  

i. Otters, beavers, etc.  

ii. John Jacob Astor amassed a fortune  

c. Access to the Pacific  

3. Treaty of 1818 

a. The United States was granted fishing privileges off the coast of 

Newfoundland 

b. Joint occupation of Oregon (British-American) for 10 years  

D. Florida 

1. The decline of Spain as an imperial power continued and it was very obvious to both 

the United States and Spain  

2. Florida was a thorn in the underbelly of the United States  
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a. The Spanish had little control of the Creek and Seminole Indians who 

launched attacks on the United States and then fled to the safety of Spanish 

Florida 

b. Florida was also a haven for runaway slaves  

3. Jackson invaded Florida while chasing after Indians  

a. President Monroe had given him very vague instructions  

b. Hung two British subjects for allegedly aiding them  

c. Almost led to war with Britain  

d. Many within Monroe’s cabinet will be very upset with Jackson (especially 

Secretary of War Calhoun) 

e. Henry Clay gave a scathing speech on the floor of the House condemning 

Jackson: “Beware how you give a fatal sanction, in this infant period of our 

republic, scarcely yet two scores old, to military insubordination. 

Remember that Greece had her Alexander, Rome her Caesar, England her 

Cromwell, France her Bonaparte, and that if we would escape the rock on 

which they split, we must avoid their errors.” 

f. Jackson’s actions were wildly popular with the general public and many 

celebrated him as a hero  

g. The Spanish become even more convinced they will lose Florida eventually 

so they better get something for it  

4. Adams-Onís Treaty (1819) 

a. The United States received Florida for $5 million  

b. Texas 

i. The U.S. dropped claims to Texas which some believed was part 

of the Louisiana Purchase  

ii. The Louisiana-Texas border was set at the Sabine River  

c. The Spanish also dropped claims to parts of the Louisiana Purchase as the 

42
nd

 parallel was established as the northern border of California and 

Oregon  

E. The Monroe Doctrine (1823) 

1. Latin American Revolutions 

a. Many newly independent Latin American nations who had broken away 

from Spanish rule 

i. Ex: Mexico (1821), Colombia, Chile, Argentina, and Peru 

ii. Simon Bolivar: the “George Washington” of Latin America  

iii. Inspired by the example of the American Revolution  

b. Fear of European powers helping Spain regain these areas or taking over 

these infant republics themselves  

c. In addition, there were fears of Russia colonizing Oregon  

2. The British too were worried about this and were willing to back a joint statement 

opposing European intervention in Latin America  

a. Both the Americans and British looked for trade opportunities with these 

new nations 

b. The U.S. cheered these nations on as they shook off the shackles of 

colonialism  

3. The Monroe Doctrine (1823) 

a. Warned against further European colonization of the Western Hemisphere   

i. “The American colonies are henceforth not to be considered as 

objects for future colonization by any European powers.”  

ii. And European intervention was deemed “dangerous to our peace 

and safety”  

b. Spain could not transfer its Latin American colonies to other European 

nations  

c. However, the United States would not interfere in existing colonies and 

would stay out of European struggles  

d. Only worked in the beginning because of the power of the Royal Navy  
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4. A statement, not a pact, treaty, or a law 

a. Significant impact on the future of American foreign relations  

b. That the Western Hemisphere is the United States’ neighborhood is still a 

major pillar of U.S. foreign policy  

 

IX. Epilogue: The Passing of the Founding Generation 

A. Jefferson and Adams 

1. John Adams and Thomas Jefferson had a major falling out in the late 1790s due to 

the political climate of the era 

2. More than a decade later they resume their friendship through a series of letters with 

one another  

a. They talked of their Revolution and their fears they had for the nation’s 

future 

b. Of the most significant Founding Fathers, only James Madison survived 

Adams and Jefferson 

3. July 4, 1826 both men passed away within hours of one another  

a. The fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence 

b. Adams’ last words: “Jefferson lives.”  

B. Much had changed since the Revolution and a new generation of leaders was ready to lead the 

United States into the next phase of its existence  
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Jacksonian Democracy, 1824-1840 

 
I. The Corrupt Bargain: The Election of 1824 

A. A new generation of leaders 

1. The Founding Fathers’ generation was passing 

2. The “Great Triumvirate” 

a. Henry Clay (Kentucky) 

b. Daniel Webster (New Hampshire) 

c. John C. Calhoun (South Carolina) 

d. None became president, but all were very important in Congress from the 

1810s to early 1850s 

B. The Election of 1824 

1. Marked the end of the “Era of Good Feelings” 

2. Five candidates 

a. Signified increasing divisions within the Democratic-Republican Party  

b. John C. Calhoun of South Carolina 

i. Former War Hawk 

ii. Secretary of War under James Monroe 

iii. Withdrew because he had little chance of winning, but he did have 

a good chance of winning the vice presidency  

iv. Will later be known as a staunch states’ rights advoctate  

c. William Crawford of Georgia 

i. Basically an old Jefferson Republican 

ii. Suffered a stroke late in the campaign and still came in 3
rd

 place   

d. Henry Clay of Kentucky 

i. Skilled politician from Kentucky (the West) 

ii. Architect of the American System  

iii. Known for his ability to orchestrate compromises (ex: Missouri 

Compromise) 

iv. Served with John Quincy at Treaty of Ghent 

v. Ran unsuccessfully for the presidency 3 times 

e. John Quincy Adams of Massachusetts 

f. Andrew Jackson of Tennessee 

3. Jackson won a plurality but not a majority 

a. Plurality vs. majority 

i. Plurality: the most votes 

ii. Majority: >50% of votes  

iii. Plurality is not always a majority  

b. Thus, the election went to the House of Representatives 

i. Only other time this has occurred in U.S. History was the Election 

of 1800  

C. The “Corrupt Bargain” 

1. Henry Clay detested Andrew Jackson 

a. He was also Speaker of the House 

b. Used his influence to help Adams win the presidency 

2. Adams appointed Clay to be Secretary of State 

a. Generally considered the stepping stone to the presidency 

b. Several previous presidents had been Secretary of State 

i. Jefferson 

ii. Madison 

iii. Monroe  

iv. John Quincy Adams  

3. Jackson’s supporters alleged a “corrupt bargain” between Adams and Clay  

a. Likely there was no formal backroom deal, perhaps an implicit 

understanding  
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b. Clay and Adams both disliked Jackson and shared common beliefs (ex: the 

American System)  

4. Cemented Jackson’s hatred of Clay who he referred to as the “Judas of the West” 

 

II. John Quincy Adams’ Presidency (1825-1829) 

A. John Quincy Adams 

1. Son of John Adams 

a. The only other father-son combination until the Bushes early in the 21
st
 

century  

2. Excellent Secretary of State under James Monroe  

a. Improved relations with Great Britain 

i. Ex: joint occupation of Oregon 

ii. Ex: the Rush-Bagot Treaty (1817) which demilitarized the Great 

Lakes  

b. Adams-Onís Treaty (1819) 

c. Architect of the Monroe Doctrine (1823) 

3. However, had a personality that was ill-suited for the presidency- especially at a time 

with increasing mass democracy  

4. The National Republicans 

a. Not a major party like the Federalists or the Whigs later but a bit of a bridge 

group like the activist heritage of the Federalists with that of the Whigs  

b. John Quincy Adams is the only President we can consider to be a National 

Republican  

B. A nationalist 

1. Supported a stronger version of the American System  

a. Favored tariffs such as the 1828 “Tariff of Abominations” 

b. Federally built roads and canals 

2. Also supported a national university and observatories  

C. A rocky presidency  

1. Difficult time passing legislation because: 

a. Congress was dominated by Jackson supporters and Adams lacked political 

skills  

b. Some thought he was an illegitimate president due to the “Corrupt Bargain” 

2. Destined to be a one-term president  

D. Post-presidency 

1. Highly respected tenure in the House of Representatives 

2. Championed abolitionist causes (ex: the Amistad)  

 

III. Andrew Jackson 

A. Humble origins 

1. Born in the Carolina backcountry in 1767, orphaned at an early age 

2. Rough and tumble Scots-Irish background  

B. Revolutionary War 

1. The British had come through that part of the Carolinas late in the war  

2. Was slashed on the cheek by a British officer when he refused to shine his boots 

3. He was just a boy during the Revolution- translated in to a strong lifelong hatred of 

the British 

4. Contracted smallpox while in a British prison  

C. Self-made man 

1. Headed west to Tennessee to start anew as many young men did  

a. Became one of the largest landowners in Tennessee 

b. Became a lawyer and later served in Congress 

2. Large plantation- the Hermitage- near Nashville 

D. Indian fighter/war hero 

1. Because of his wealth and temperament he was given command of the Tennessee 

State Militia  
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2. Battle of Horseshoe Bend (1814): crushed the Creek Indians in Alabama  

3. Battle of New Orleans (1815): the “Hero of New Orleans” 

4. 1818: illegally crossed into Spanish Florida to kill two British subjects  Adams-

Onís Treaty  

E. Extremely tough individual 

1. Known as “Old Hickory” 

2. Survived several duels 

a. In fact he was even shot in the chest and carried the bullet inside him for the 

rest of his life  

3. Becomes entangled in highly personal battles 

a. Does not forgive nor forget 

b. He would later say “I have only two regrets- that I have not shot Henry Clay 

or hanged John C. Calhoun  

4. Loyalty was the highest of virtues to Jackson 

F. Symbol of an age 

1. Portrayed as a champion of the common man and democracy  

2. Represented the shift of power to the West 

a. Detested Eastern elites (ex: the Bank) 

b. First president from the West (Tennessee)  

 

IV. The Rise of Mass Democracy 

A. The Founding Fathers feared the masses and full-fledged democracy 

1. Ex: property requirements to vote 

2. Senators were chosen by state legislatures until the Seventeenth Amendment in 1913 

3. The President is elected by the Electoral College 

B. Removal of property requirements  

1. The period emphasized the self-made man  

2. Western states tended to be more lenient than Eastern states  

3. Ohio was the first state to do so 

4. Move to universal manhood suffrage for white males  

5. By 1840 more than 90% of white males could vote  

6. Dorr Rebellion (1841): protesting suffrage restrictions in Rhode Island  

C. Less deference and less distinction of dress between social classes 

1. Frequently commented on by European visitors such as Alexis de Tocqueville  

D. Equality has a different connotation that it does today, it applied only to white males 

E. Increased political participation 

1. 1824: 27% of all adult white males voted 

2. 1828: 58% 

3. 1840: 80% 

4. Remained above 70% through 1860  

5. Political participation today  

a. 2000: around 50% 

b. People are participated much more in state and local elections during the 

Jacksonian Era 

6. Great deal of interest in issues such as banks, tariffs, and internal improvements  

7. Nowhere in the world were there such liberal voting requirements  

a. Ex: in England only about 10% of men could vote in 1832  

8. Women and African Americans were largely excluded 

a. In 1807 New Jersey no longer allowed women to vote 

b. Before the Civil War only five New England states allowed African-

American males to vote  

F. New styles of politicking 

1. Stump speeches 

2. Torch light parades 

3. Barbeques and free alcohol  

a. Ex: Henry Clay was known as “the Barbeque Orator” 
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4. Emphasis of name recognition and personal popularity (ex: war heroes)  

5. Candidates increasingly needed to have a common touch with the voters 

6. Helped by an increasing number of newspapers 

G. Move to national party conventions to nominate presidential candidates 

1. End of the caucus- too elitist 

2. The Anti-Masons were first to do so in 1831 

3. The Democrats followed in 1832   

4. Development of party platforms 

H. Political parties are seen as legitimate 

1. Unlike the Founding Fathers who saw them as “factions” 

a. John Adams: “The division of the republic into great parties… is to be 

dreaded as the greatest political evil under our Constitution.” 

b. Washington’s Farewell Address  

2. Many saw one-party rule (the Era of Good Feelings) as inadequate   

3. Political parties became increasingly organized 

a. Ex: Martin Van Buren’s organization of the Democratic Party  

4. Second party system: Whigs vs. Democrats  

5. Lots of straight-ticket voting  

I. European Visitors to America 

1. Europeans were fascinated by American ways and our republican experiment and 

emerging democracy  

2. Letters From an American Farmer (1782) by J. Hector St. Jean Crèvecoecur  

3. Alexis de Tocqueville 

a. Frenchman who traveled throughout the colonies and made astute 

observations of American democracy and society 

b. Democracy in America (1835) 

c. “The government of democracy brings the notion of political rights to the 

level of the humblest citizens, just as the dissemination of wealth brings the 

notion of property within the reach of all members of the community.”  

d. Especially fascinated by the lack of a titled aristocracy  

J. Jackson and democracy 

1. He was absolutely committed to the idea of democracy 

a. “Every officer should in his turn pass before the people, for their approval 

or rejection.” 

b. Advocated popular election of judges 

c. Wanted the people instead of the state assemblies to elect U.S. Senators (not 

until 1913- Seventeenth Amendment) 

2. Disliked institutions he felt were undemocratic 

a. Ex: the Electoral College 

b. Did not believe the Supreme Court had the right to determine the 

constitutionality of issues  

c. Believed U.S. Senators should be directly elected by the people instead of 

by the state legislatures (not done until the Seventeenth Amendment in 

1913) 

d. Liked the Executive Branch the most because it was elected by all the 

people  

3. Power rests with the people 

a. “The majority is to govern.” 

b. Has a belief the people are good, trustworthy, and capable of self-rule 

 

V. Election of 1828 

A. John Quincy Adams vs. Andrew Jackson 

B. Jackson and his supporters such as Amos Kendall were intent on revenge because of the 

“Corrupt Bargain” of 1824 

C. Great deal of mudslinging and vicious campaigning  

1. Adams’ accusations 
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a.  Rachel Jackson of being a “whore” for it not being exactly clear whether 

she was divorced before she married Jackson, she died soon after the 

campaign and Jackson never forgot it 

b. Jackson was an illiterate backwoodsman  

c. The “Coffin Handbill” circulated calling Jackson a common murderer for 

executing some of his own militiamen during the War of 1812 

2. Jackson’s accusations 

a. While ambassador to Russia, had procured an American woman for the 

Tsar’s sexual pleasure  

b. Painted Adams as an elitist who was out-of-touch with the people  

D. Jackson won easily  

1. Swept the West and the South 

2. Won 56% of the popular vote  

3. Martin Van Buren did a good job of bringing diverse interests to support Jackson 

4. Historians view the election of Jackson was the triumph of what Jackson 

represented: 

a. The West 

b. The common man 

c. Mass democracy  

E. Jackson’s inauguration (4 March 1829)  

1. His brief inaugural address was drowned out by cheering  

2. He allowed to common people to attend and come to the White House 

a. Drunkenness and a wild time  

b. Alcohol had to be placed outside to lure the people away  

c. They actually trashed the White House  

3. Many were horrified at what happened  

a. Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story: “The reign of King ‘Mob’ seemed 

triumphant.” 

F. Interestingly, Calhoun went from being Adams’ Vice President to being Jackson’s  

 

VI. Jackson and the Presidency 

A. Believed “The President is the direct representative of the American people” because the 

President was the only elected official chosen by the entire country  

B. Kitchen cabinet 

1. Jackson’s unofficial group of advisors, close friends  

2. They would come in through the back door and meet in the kitchen  

C. Jackson and the Spoils System 

1. Spoils system 

a. The right of officeholders to appoint loyal followers to public office; way to 

reward loyalty  

b. “To the victor go the spoils” 

c. Increased the power of his administration  

d. For a long time the post office received the most patronage appointments  

2. Rotation in office 

a. Jackson believed federal officeholders lost touch with the people when they 

were in Washington too long 

i. Today is not uncommon for a candidate to campaign that he or she 

is an outsider who has not been corrupted by Washington  

b. Jackson also believed anyone could perform the duties of government  

i. “No man has any more intrinsic claim to office than another.”  

ii. Did not want to create an elitist class of administrators/office-

holders  

c. But Jackson actually removed no more than 1/5 of federal officeholders 

during his presidency 

D. Veto power 

1. Maysville Road veto (1830) 
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a. The Maysville Road was an intrastate road in Kentucky 

b. Jackson vetoed the bill because it was an intrastate road 

c. Jackson believed the federal government had the authority to fund interstate 

roads and other internal improvements 

d. And it had the added advantage of hurting a component of Henry Clay’s 

American System and the road was entirely within Clay’s home state  

2. Jackson used the veto more than all of his predecessors combined 

a. During the first 40 years of the presidency only 10 vetoes 

b. In Jackson’s eight years, he vetoed 12 bills  

3. Different philosophy on veto  

a. Previous presidents only used the veto if they believed the law was 

unconstitutional 

b. Jackson used the veto bills he disagreed with 

4. Critics dubbed him “King Andrew I” for his expansion of executive power  

E. Actually paid the national debt off in 1835 

F. Major events during the Jackson administration 

1. Nullification Crisis 

2. Indian Removal 

3. Bank War  

 

VII. The Nullification Crisis 

A. The relationship between the states and national government was still not clearly defined  

1. Ex: Jefferson and Madison’s Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions (late 1790s) 

2. The idea of states determining the constitutionality of issues did not die among 

states’ rights advocates with Marbury v. Madison (1803) 

B. The radicalization of South Carolina  

1. South Carolina had been particularly hit hard by the Panic of 1819 

a. Blamed their troubles on the tariff 

i. Increasing price of imported goods 

ii. Even if they buy American-made goods as intended by the tariff, 

they are still paying more than they had for cheaper imports prior 

to the tariff  

iii. Their exports are taxed by retaliatory tariffs  

b. Tariff of 1828 

i. Known as the Tariff of “Abominations” 

ii. Significantly raised tariff rates  

2. Growing fears over slavery  

a. Denmark Vessey Rebellion in Charleston (1822)  

b. Nat Turner Revolt in Virginia (1831) 

c. The emerging abolitionist movement  

C. John C. Calhoun 

1. Andrew Jackson’s Vice President 

2. Extremely crafty politician from South Carolina  

3. Had once been a fervent nationalist 

a. Ex: support of the American System and internal improvements (the Bonus 

Bill) 

b. When the political winds changed in South Carolina he became the era’s 

leading states’ rights advocate 

4. Anonymously wrote the South Carolina Exposition and Protest (1828) 

a. Influenced by the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions (1798) 

b. Calhoun believed the Union to be a compact of states  

c. According to Calhoun, since the states created the Union they did not 

necessarily have to follow the federal government’s laws- the “compact 

theory of government” 

d. Urged for nullification of the tariff of 1828 

D. Calhoun’s falling out with Jackson 
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1. Remember, Jackson’s #1 virtue was loyalty 

2. Jackson found out Calhoun secretly urged President Monroe to punish him for 

raiding into Florida in 1818 

3. Jackson supposed Calhoun wrote the South Carolina Exposition and Protest 

4. Peggy Eaton Affair 

a. Peggy was a woman with an unsavory reputation, she had married Secretary 

of War John Eaton 

b. Since Jackson’s wife had died, the responsibility for organizing social 

events fell to Calhoun’s wife 

c. Mrs. Calhoun would not invite her to social events 

d. Jackson became caught up in this very petty squabble by insisting she be 

invited  

e. Thus further deteriorated the relationship between Jackson and Calhoun  

5. The Jefferson Day Dinner (13 April 1830) 

a. Jackson toasted while looking directly at Calhoun: “Our Union: It must be 

preserved.” 

b. Calhoun passive aggressively responded: “The Union, next to liberty, the 

most dear. May we always remember that it can only be preserved by 

distributing equally the benefits and burdens of the Union.” 

c. Many witnesses later recorded how angry Jackson was at Calhoun’s passive 

aggressive swipe  

6. Calhoun resigned as vice president in 1832  set the stage for Van Buren to become 

Jackson’s Vice President  

E. Webster-Hayne Debates (1830) 

1. Senator Robert Y. Hayne of South Carolina  

a. Supported Calhoun’s view of nullification 

b. Appealed to the West that the tariff hurt both the South and West; called for 

the sale of public lands  

c. Argued the Union was merely a compact of states 

2. Senator Daniel Webster of Massachusetts  

a. Delivered a passionate two-day speech defending the Union 

b. Refuted nullification  

c. “Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable.”  

F. 24 November 1832: South Carolina called for a special convention to nullify the tariffs of 

1828 and 1832 

1. Nullification passed easily 

2. Threatened secession if force was used to collect the tariff duties  

G. Jackson believed nullification was not only unconstitutional but a grave threat to the Union 

1. “Disunion by armed force is treason.” 

2. Made it very clear the states were not sovereign  

3. Force Act of 1833 

a. Authorized the president to use the military to enforce the acts of Congress 

(to collect tariffs)  

b. Jackson: “The vain threats of resistance by those (in S.C.) have raised the 

standard of rebellion showed their madness and folly…in forty days, I can 

have within the limits of South Carolina fifty thousand men. The Union will 

be preserved!” 

H. Henry Clay orchestrated a compromise to diffuse the crisis  

1. Was afraid this would lead to civil war  

2. Tariff of 1833 

3. Reduced tariff rates over a ten-year period to 1816 levels  

4. South Carolina repealed its nullification of the tariff 

a. Got the last kick in the sandbox when they nullified the Force Act 

I. Aftermath of the Nullification Crisis 

1. The rest of the South was not yet ready to follow South Carolina’s lead in defying 

the national government as they will in 1861 
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2. Both sides claimed victory  

3. In typical Jackson fashion, he lamented on his deathbed not hanging Calhoun: “My 

country, would have sustained me in the act, and his fate would have been a warning 

to traitors in all time to come.” 

4. Rise of the Whig Party in the South  

 

VIII. Indian Removal 

A. Assimilation vs. removal of the Indians 

1. Some such as Thomas Jefferson saw Indians as the “noble savage” who could be 

assimilated 

a. Attempts at assimilation had failed  

2. Many westerners such as Andrew Jackson wanted to remove the Indians because the 

Indians were not “using” land  

a. Jackson said Native Americans “have neither the intelligence, the industry, 

the moral habits, nor the desire of government”  

b. Actually argued it benefited the Indians because they would likely be 

exterminated otherwise 

3. View that the Indians either would have to be removed or exterminated- there was no 

consideration of coexistence   

4. Racism and demand for land- especially the cotton lands of the Black Belt- further 

accelerated these views  

B. The Five Civilized Tribes of the Southeast 

1. Had assimilated a good deal but occupied some of the best land in the United States 

(the Black Belt of Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi) 

2. Creek 

3. Chickasaw 

4. Choctaw 

5. Seminole 

6. Cherokee 

C. Cherokee 

1. Lots of intermarriage with Anglos and assimilation 

2. Chief John Ross  

3. Many had become small farmers, and some even owned slaves 

4. Sequoyah developed a written alphabet for the Cherokee language  

5. Even had a written constitution modeled on the U.S. Constitution  

6. Even appealed to the Supreme Court when their lands were threatened 

a. Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831): the Court ruled Indian tribes were 

neither subject to rule of the state or sovereign nations, but wards of the 

federal government (“domestic dependents”) 

b. Worcester v. Georgia (1832)  

i. Denied the rights of states to take Native American lands, ruled 

Georgia’s land laws unconstitutional; essentially the Indians were 

exempt from state law  

ii. Jackson opposed the Worcester decision so much that he stated: 

“John Marshall has made his decision, now let him enforce it.” 

7. As with other tribes in the Indian Territory, will support the Confederacy during the 

Civil War  

D. Removal  

1. Indian Removal Act of 1830 

a. Relocated the Five Civilized Tribes of the Southeast to Indian Territory 

(Oklahoma) 

b. The federal government would provide food, transportation, and some tools 

2. The Trail of Tears (1838) 

a. The Indians had removed west at various times in the 1830s  

b. Van Buren sent 7,000 troops to relocate the last remaining Indians west of 

the Mississippi River to the Indian Territory (Oklahoma) 
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c. Perhaps 1/4 died along the way 

i. Of 18,000 Cherokee who were removed, at least 4,000 died along 

the way  

E. The Black Hawk and Seminole Wars 

1. The Black Hawk War 

a. The Fox and Sauk Indians in Illinois were led by Chief Black Hawk  

b. Defeated and pushed west of the Mississippi 

2. The Seminole Wars  

a. The Seminoles lived in the swamps of Florida and were led by Chief 

Osceola 

b. Costly guerilla war that dragged on until 1842 

F. The Indian “menace” had been removed from the eastern half of the United States 

1. About 90 treaties were signed with the Indians during the Jackson administration  

2. An estimated 45,960 Indians were relocated west of the Mississippi  

 

IX. The Bank War 

A. The Second Bank of the United States 

1. Chartered in 1816 for 20 years 

2. Centrally located in Philadelphia with 29 branches 

3. Headed by Nicholas Biddle since 1824 

a. Critics nicknamed him “Czar Nicholas” 

b. Very ably managed the Bank  

4. Purpose of the Bank 

a. Federal deposits 

b. Private deposits 

c. Issued bank notes 

d. Limited state banks which were more unstable  

5. Brought financial stability to the United States  

B. Opponents of the Bank 

1. Saw it as too elitist and benefiting special interests  

2. Believed it was unconstitutional 

3. Many blamed the Bank for their economic problems 

4. Jackson himself had had a bad experience with banks as a young man  

5. 1/3 of the Bank’s holdings were controlled by foreigners   

6. Jackson and other westerners called it “the Monster” 

C. Biddle sought the support of Henry Clay and Daniel Webster 

1. Clay decided to recharter the Bank four years early in 1832 in order to make the 

Bank an issue in the that year’s upcoming election 

2. Jackson vetoed the bill to recharter the Bank  

a. First veto message that articulated beyond constitutional arguments  

D. Election of 1832 

1. Clay (Whig) vs. Jackson (Democrat) 

2. Jackson won easily 

a. 219-49 

b. Interpreted the result as a mandate to kill the Bank 

E. Jackson hastened the end of the Bank 

1. Not surprisingly, Jackson did not renew the Bank’s charter in 1836 

2. Withdrew funds and deposited them in state banks 

a. Known as “pet banks” 

b. Taking funds out of a bank severely weakens it (ex: draining oil out of a 

car) 

3. It was personal for Jackson 

a. Detested both Clay and Biddle 

b. To Martin Van Buren: “The Bank…is trying to kill me, but I will kill it.”  

4. When the Bank did formally expire in 1836, it was a mere shell of its former self  

F. The absence of the Bank of the United States would destabilize the American banking system  
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G. The Bank War contributed to the second party system: Whigs vs. Democrats  

 

X. The Second Party System: Whigs vs. Democrats 

A. Changing views of political parties 

1. Political parties were now seen as a positive good 

2. Martin Van Buren was instrumental in the development of the new party system  

3. Increasingly seen as a new form of checks and balances  

B. In the late 1820s and early 1830s there came to be different branches of the old Democratic-

Republican Party  

1. Democrats 

a. Those such as Andrew Jackson 

2. National Republicans  

a. Ex: John Quincy Adams 

C. Rise of the Whigs 

1. By 1836 the National Republicans identified themselves as Whigs, if not as early as 

1834 

2. Advocated the “positive liberal state”: government will be more active to promote 

general prosperity and economic growth  

3. The name was taken from the pre-Revolutionary War party that opposed the actions 

of King George III 

a. There will be no coincidence the Whigs called Jackson “King Andrew I”  

 

 Democrats Whigs 

Important Leaders 

 

 

Andrew Jackson, Martin Van 

Buren, James K. Polk 

Henry Clay, William Henry Harrison, 

John Tyler, Daniel Webster, John C. 

Calhoun  

Constituents Catholics and immigrants in 

Northern cities, common folks, 

yeomen farmers, artisans 

 

Especially strong in the West 

Southern states’ rights advocates, 

commercial classes, evangelical 

Protestants  

Market Revolution Opposed to the market revolution, 

afraid of it. Helps the few, believe it 

helps special interests that influence 

government. New form of social 

oppression where white men do not 

control their own affairs  

Support and endorse the social and 

economic changes brought by the 

market revolution. Instrument of social 

mobility  

American System Opposed to it in general; against 

tariffs, the Bank, and federally-

funded improvements  

The Whigs favor all aspects of the 

American System  

Interpretation of the 

Constitution 

A more strict interpretation 

 Ex: Jackson’s veto of the 

Maysville Road Bill 

Loose interpretation, like Alexander 

Hamilton. "Necessary and proper" 

clause  

Locus of Government State and local levels. Like states' 

rights Like the executive office 

being the people's branch of 

government, champion of the 

people. This is how Jackson can feel 

justified in using the veto so often 

Federal government and the power of 

the national government. Pro-Congress 

as the most important branch of the 

national government  

Liberty and Equality Liberty: autonomy for white men. 

Liberty was a result of the American 

Revolution: freedom from authority 

restraints  

See liberty and equality as something 

that one must earn to achieve. Believe 

in trickle down economics.  

 

In short, Democrats value democracy more than capitalism; Whigs value capitalism more than democracy 
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D. The Anti-Masons 

1. The 1
st
 third party in our nation’s history  

a. Third parties 

i. Not one of the two-main dominant parties (ex: Democrats vs. 

Whigs or Democrats vs. Republicans)  

b. Characteristics of third parties 

i. Often short-lived because they focus on one or a narrow range of 

issues 

ii. More successful at the local and state levels of government 

iii. Due to the structure of the Electoral College it is virtually 

impossible for a third party to win the presidency (has never 

happened- not even close)  

2. Disliked the secrecy of the Free Masons and thought they went against American 

ideals 

3. William Morgan Affair (1826) 

a. William Morgan, a defector from the Masons in New York, threatened to 

publish secrets of the Free Masons 

b. Morgan was kidnapped and presumed killed by Masons who wanted him 

silenced; no one was prosecuted  

c. Led to the rise of the Anti-Masons  

4. Did well in many Northern states such as New York and Pennsylvania  

5. The Anti-Masons faded and many became Whigs (ex: William Seward, Thaddeus 

Stevens, Millard Fillmore)  

 

XI. Martin Van Buren’s Presidency (1837-1841) 

A. Martin Van Buren  

1. Very skilled politician  

a. Known as the “Little Magician” 

b. Did a masterful job of organizing the Democratic Party around Jackson 

2. Unfortunately had to follow Jackson and had unfortunate circumstances fall in his 

lap  

B. Election of 1836 

1. Van Buren was hand-picked by Jackson to succeed him  

2. Van Buren (D) defeated a collection of Whig candidates 

3. The Whigs planned to throw the election to the House of Representatives where they 

would seize victory like 1824 

C. The Panic of 1837 

1. Devastated Van Buren’s presidency 

a. Killed his reelection chances 

b. Nicknamed Martin “Van Ruin”  

2. Causes 

a. Worldwide economic depression 

b. The Bank of England called in American loans  

c. Jackson’s Specie Circular policy (1836) 

i. Specie: gold and silver (hard money) 

ii. Payment for public lands could only be in gold and silver 

iii. The idea was to stop inflation  

iv. Soft money advocates want paper money in order to create 

inflation to pay off debts  

d. Over speculation of western lands  

e. Absence of the Bank of the United States- rise of unstable “wildcat banks” 

i. 1834: 506 

ii. 1837: 788 

3. The United States was mired deep in depression  

a. Bank failures, falling prices, and high unemployment  
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b. A second blast hit the United States in 1839 

c. The economy finally recovered in 1843 

D. The Independent Subtreasury  

1. Created in 1840 after 1840 to deal with not having a national bank  

2. “The Divorce Bill”  

 

XII. The Whig Presidents: Harrison and Tyler 

A. Election of 1840 

1. Van Buren (D) vs. William Henry Harrison (Whig) 

a. Van Buren was doomed because of a lagging economy 

b. The Whigs decided to run William Henry Harrison rather than Henry Clay  

2. William Henry Harrison 

a. The “Log Cabin” campaign 

i. Portrayed Harrison’s supposedly humble origins though the reality 

was that he was from a prominent Virginia family and was the son 

of the one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence  

ii. “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too”: catchy campaign slogan to 

emphasize Harrison’s status as war hero and his running mate- 

John Tyler  

iii. The Whigs used many of the Democrats’ own tactics on them (ex: 

torchlight parades)  

3. Harrison was victorious by a wide margin and the Whigs won a majority in Congress  

4. Harrison, the oldest President-elect before Ronald Regan, died a month into office at 

age 68 making his term the shortest in U.S. History  

B. John Tyler 

1. First time a president had died and the vice president easily stepped into power 

a. Nicknamed “His Accidency” ] 

b. Tyler intended to be his own president just like any President who had been 

elected  

2. Really a Democrat in his beliefs  

a. Vetoed many Whig proposals such as increased tariffs and a new bank  

b. Prompted several cabinet officials resign in 1842 except for Secretary of 

State Daniel Webster  

3. Did get the ball rolling to annex Texas  

C. The Whigs were only able to win the Presidency one more time (1848) and again had the 

unfortunate luck of their president dying less than ½ ay through his term  
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America’s Market Revolution: The National Economy in the Antebellum Period 
 

I. Market Revolution 

A. A sudden expansion of capitalism into the interior of the United States 

1. End of barter and production of goods for home use only 

2. More selling agricultural goods on the marketplace  

a. Decline of subsistence agriculture 

3. Factories mass produce goods which are then bought by consumers  

4. In short, decline of self-sufficiency  

B. The product of three interrelated developments 

1. Transportation 

2. Commercialization 

3. Industrialization  

C. Banks, internal improvements, tariffs were important  

D. Goods could be from far-off places 

E. Some rural and isolated areas were able to delay the onset of the market revolution  

F. This changing economy is scary to many 

1. Major change, change is scary 

2. One negative outcome was a growing disparity between rich and poor  

 

II. The American Population 

A. Three themes  

1. Rapidly growing population 

2. Westward movement 

3. Move to cities and towns 

B. Rapidly growing population 

1. High natural growth + immigration = ↑ population  

2. A very young population  

3. By the Civil War it was the most fourth most populous country in the world  

C. Westward movement 

1. Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Europe stretches to the Alleghenies, America lies beyond.”  

2. Government policy encouraged westward expansion  

a. Indian removal  

b. 1820: the government decreased the price of western lands from $2.00/acre 

to $1.25 

3. Increasing number of Americans living west of the Appalachian Mountains 

a. 1810: 1 in 7  

b. 1840: 1 in 3 

4. People generally migrate to areas along similar latitudes with similar climates 

a. New England  western New York, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and 

Wisconsin 

b. Virginia and the Carolinas  Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and 

Mississippi  

5. Frontier life 

a. Squatters: a small farmer could move onto someone else’s land or 

unclaimed land and by building something (improvement) they now have 

some claim to that land  

b. Slash and burn agriculture: killing a tree by girdling a ring in it and then 

burning the area  

c. Great deal of isolation and loneliness, especially for women 

d. Not exactly the rugged individualism as idealized in American lore (ex: 

barn raisings and quilting bees) 

D. Urbanization 

1. Urban population increased as cities increase in importance  

a. 1790: only 1 in 30 lived in cities 

b. 1840: 1 in 12 
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2. Three types of cities 

a. Commercial centers 

b. Mill towns 

c. Transportation hubs  

3. Eastern cities 

a. New York City, Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore  

b. New York City was the most important city in the United States  

4. Western cities 

a. Buffalo, St. Louis, Cincinnati, and Chicago  

5. Causes 

a. Influx of immigrants 

b. Influx from rural areas searching for new opportunities  

6. Urban conditions 

a. Relatively high population density  

b. Lack municipal services such as fresh water, garbage, sewage systems, 

police and fire 

c. Subject to epidemics such as cholera, typhoid, and yellow fever  

 

III. Immigration 

A. The United States has always been a nation of immigrants 

B. Rapid increase in immigration  

1. 1820s: 700,000 came 

2. 1840s: 4.2 million  

3. Six times more immigrated to the United States between 1840 and 1860 than 1820-

1840 

a. ¾ came from Ireland or Germany  

C. Most headed to northern cities 

1. Especially to cities such as New York, Boston, and Philadelphia  

2. More opportunities such as factory work  

3. Few went to the South  

a. Immigrants could not compete with slaves 

b. Few urban areas and industrial jobs available  

c. Southern slave owners would often hire immigrants to do work that was too 

dangerous for their slaves (ex: draining swamps) 

D. Two basic reasons for people to migrate: push and pull factors 

1. Push factors 

a. Religious persecution 

b. Political persecution 

c. Crop failures 

d. War 

e. Natural disasters 

f. Etc., etc. etc.  

2. Pull factors 

a. Lure of economic opportunity 

b. Religious and political freedom  

c. Rejoining family or friends who have paved the way (chain migration) 

d. Etc., etc. etc.  

3. Push/pull factors are often a double-sided coin 

a. Ex: push of economic hardship  pull of good competitive economic 

environment  

E. The Irish 

1. The Potato Famine of the 1840s 

a. Ireland’s primary food source literally turned to mush as the potato blight (a 

fungus- Phytophthera infestans) ruined corps  

b. Approximately 1.5 million perished 

c. English prejudice of the Irish caused them to offer little relief  
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d. At least 2 million others left Ireland 

e. Ireland’s population has yet to return to the pre-famine numbers  

2. Attracted to northeastern cities such as Boston and New York City 

a. 250,000 alone came in 1851 

b. So many died en route that the ships were often known as “coffin ships”  

c. Poor people with few resources  slums such as the Five Points in New 

York City  

d. Become powerful constituents in urban political machines- especially for 

the Democratic Party  

e. Formed gangs such as the Bowery Boys, the Plug Uglies, and the Dead 

Rabbits  

f. Only 1/12 were “birds of passage” (immigrants who returned home) 

compared to the 1/3 of the New Immigrants of the 1880s and 1920s 

3. Strong anti-Irish sentiments 

a. Catholic 

i. Only 700 Catholic churches in 1840 

ii. 2,500 in 1860  

iii. Did not fit with the larger White Anglo-Saxon Protestant (WASP) 

nation  

b. Lived in slums and seemed dirty 

c. Willing to work for lower wages 

i. Provided cheap labor to build railroads, canals, etc.  

d. “No Irish Need Apply” signs  

e. Fond of drinking 

f. Cartoons often depicted the Irish as ape-like creatures  

4. In 1850 the Irish already made up 45% of the foreign born population  

5. Millions of Irish descendants with names such as: 

a. Any that has the prefix “Mc” or “O” 

b. Murphy, Scanlan, Riley, Flannigan, etc.  

F. The Germans 

1. Reasons for migrating 

a. Failed revolutions of 1848 

b. Deteriorating farming conditions 

2. More well-off than the Irish and faced less discrimination  

3. Few went to the South or Northeast  

4. Tended to push to the Midwest 

a. Establish farms 

b. Strong German communities in Milwaukee, Cincinnati, and St. Louis 

5. German communities in the Hill Country of Texas  

a. Ex: Fredericksburg  

6. In 1850 the Germans made up 20% of the foreign-born population  

G. Other immigrant groups included an assortment of Dutch, Scandinavian, Swiss, French, and 

other western Europeans  

H. Development of ethnic neighborhoods in cities (enclaves)  

I. Anti-immigrant sentiments (nativism) 

1. Supporters of immigration 

a. Industrialists who see a pool of cheap labor 

b. Urban political machines who see a potential voting bloc  

2. Reasons for anti-immigrant sentiments  

a. Fear of being flooded with “un-American” people 

b. Anti-Catholic sentiments 

i. Belief that Catholicism was incompatible with American ideals 

ii. Went as far as destroying Catholic churches and convents  

c. Fear of jobs being taken away by immigrants who were willing to work for 

lower wages  

d. The drinking of German and Irish immigrants 
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e. Do not conform with the larger WASP culture  

3. The Native American Association (1835) 

4. The Know Nothing Party (1840s and 1850s) 

a. Known as the Supreme Order of the Star Spangled Banner or the American 

Party  

b. Very secretive, hence the name  

c. Anti-Catholic  

i. Emphasized Catholicism as un-American  

ii. Wanted to prevent Catholics and immigrants from holding office  

d. Called for immigration restrictions 

e. Strong in the Northeast 

f. Appealed to native-born workers who were worried immigrants would 

undercut them and take their jobs  

g. Declined significantly after 1856 when they were absorbed by the newly 

created Republican Party  

 

IV. Social Mobility 

A. Rags to riches stories 

1. Emphasis on the “self-made man” 

2. Much rarer than advertised 

3. But the idea that it was possible for one to advance gave people hope 

B. Paupers: the homeless 

C. The middle-class and the wealthy were beginning to develop distinct cultures 

D. Geographic mobility 

1. People could pick up their stakes and move west 

2. The West served as a safety valve even though the extent of this is debated by 

historians   

 

V. Women and the Family  

A. Women had few legal rights 

1. Ex: it was legal in many places to beat your wife 

2. Women lost control of their property when they married 

3. Difficult to obtain a divorce  

B. Feminization of teaching and nursing 

C. The “cult of domesticity” 

1. Also known as the “cult of true womanhood” 

2. Glorified the woman’s role as homemaker 

3. Society emphasized separate spheres for men and women  

4. Ex: cooking, sewing, and taking care of the kids 

D. Fewer arranged marriages 

1. Shift to marriages based on love 

2. Women were increasingly viewed a partners within the relationship 

3. Declining grip of patriarchal power 

E. Declining birth rate 

1. 1800: 7.04 children per family 

2. 1850: 5.42  

3. An urban and industrial society does not provide incentives to have as many children  

4. Contraceptives and widespread abortions  

F. Children 

1. Childhood was increasingly seen as a distinct phase of life 

2. “Child-centered” rearing practices 

a. More emphasis on affection 

b. Declining use of corporal punishment 

3. Each child came to be seen as unique  

a. Ex: end of the practice of naming a child after a deceased sibling 
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VI. The Industrial Revolution  

A. Began in Britain in the mid-1700s 

B. Textiles 

1. The making of cloth and clothes  

2. Generally the first industry to industrialize because it is cheap and easy  

3. Ex: many of the clothes you wear today come from Third World countries  

C. Shift toward producing goods in factories instead of at home 

1. “Putting-out” system 

a. Production of goods at home but a merchant provided the raw materials and 

then he paid them per piece and sold them on his own  

b. 1820: approximately 2/3 of clothing was produced at home 

2. Factories 

a. Putting the entire operation under one roof 

b. Power-driven machinery to produce goods once made by hand  

c. Division of labor 

i. Assignment of specific and repetitive tasks to each worker 

ii. First done with shoes 

iii. The advantage is that it does not necessarily require skilled 

workers  

d. Needed to be located next to rivers in order to harness water power  

e. Much more efficient  

D. Requirements for an industrial revolution 

1. Natural resources 

2. Population to serve as a work force (labor) 

3. Transportation network  

4. Technology 

5. New systems of business organization 

E. Different lifestyle than rural/agrarian   

F. Slow to take hold in America 

1. Lots of land but little labor  

a. The opposite of Europe 

b. Much easier to invest in land than industry  

2. Lack of a large domestic market because of an inadequate transportation system 

3. Early domination by the British made it tough to compete  

a. Passed several laws to try to protect their monopolies 

b. Ex: even prohibited the immigration of skilled workers  

G. The emergence of industrialization in New England  

1. Limited large-scale farming 

2. Swift rivers to generate water-power 

3. Ports 

4. High education levels  

5. Already a diversified economy  

H. Samuel Slater 

1. “Father of the American Factory System” 

2. Memorized plans from an English textile mill and brought them to America  

I. Eli Whitney 

1. Invented the cotton gin (1793) 

a. Sped up the tedious process of removing the seeds from the boll of cotton  

b. Obviously helped the South and led to an expansion of both cotton 

production and slavery  

c. Also benefited New England because it produced a large supply of cotton 

for New England textile mills 

2. Improved upon the idea of interchangeable parts 

a. First applied to the production of muskets 

b. Enabled mass production and division of labor  

c. Perfected by Simeon North and John Hall  
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J. Americans began to support the idea of industrialization 

1. Emphasis on buying American goods 

2. Tariffs 

3. Internal improvements (roads, canals, railroads, bridges, etc.) 

K. Boom of inventions 

1. Americans took pride in being practical, mechanical-minded people  

2. Various improvements in textiles, leather-making, etc.  

3. Cyrus McCormick and the mechanical reaper  

4. Elias Howe and Isaac Singer developed the sewing machine 

5. Charles Goodyear and vulcanization of rubber 

6. Samuel Colt and the revolver  

7. Increasing number of patents 

a. 1800: 306 

b. 1830: 544 

c. 1860: 4,778 

d. 1850s: 28,000  

e. Most of these inventions originated in the North, particularly New England  

8. Europeans came to the United States to learn about American industrial technology  

L. Valued of manufactured goods increased 

1. 1840: $483 million 

2. 1860: $2 billion  

 

VII. Workers 

A. The overwhelming majority of the population was involved in agriculture  

B. Artisans 

1. Replaced by more efficient factory-made goods 

2. Ex: boots and barrels 

3. Troubling to them- seek safety in the National Trades’ Union  

C. Workers 

1. Worked long hours 

a. 12-14 hours 

b. Industrialists found loopholes around maximum hour and child labor laws 

c. Thus people did not have much leisure time  

2. Dangerous working conditions  

3. Not well organized yet- unions have yet to take off 

4. Many workers struggled to adapt from an agricultural to an industrial lifestyle  

D. Unions 

1. 1820s: rise of the Workingmen’s Party  

2. The legality of unions 

a. Commonwealth v. Hunt (1842): the Massachusetts Supreme Court upheld 

the legality of unions  

b. Many other states took similar positions  

3. President Van Buren mandated there be more than a 10-hour workday on federal 

public works projects  

4. Weaknesses 

a. Too many immigrants undercut the goals of unions (ex: higher wages) 

b. Capitalists were too powerful  

c. Ethnic grievances and tensions  

E. Strikes 

1. Ex: the Amoskeag Strike in New Hampshire  

2. Not as common as later in U.S. History  

F. Factories initially recruited families to work side by side 

G. Women and children workers 

1. Initially the primary labor supply, especially native-born farm girls from the area  

2. Advantages 

a. Cheap, could pay them less than white male workers  
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b. Easier to control and less likely to strike  

3. Lowell factory in Massachusetts  

a. Francis Cabot Lowell and other members of the “Boston Associates” too 

had copied plans from an English factory  

b. Sought to be the ideal factory town to avoid the abuses of labor that 

occurred in England  

i. This idealization ended with increasingly competitive industrial 

environment were maximizing profits was key  

c. Understood larger firms were more efficient- size mattered 

d. Recruited New England farm girls 

i. Typically adolescents or early twenties before marriage  

ii. Carefully supervised the girls on and off the job 

iii. The women lived in on-site boarding houses with a curfew and 

mandatory church attendance  

iv. By 1830 70% of the workforce was women  

4. Expected to return home when they married  

H. Immigrant workers 

1. Provided cheap labor that could easily be controlled  

2. Ex: Lowell factory  

a. 1836: 3.7% of the workforce was foreign-born 

b. 1860: 61.7%  

 

VIII. The Transportation Revolution   

A. Transportation had been slow 

1. Examples 

a. When Washington died in 1799 it took five days for the news to reach 

Philadelphia, only 140 miles away   

b. In 1813 it took 75 days for a wagon of goods to travel from Worcester, 

Massachusetts to Charleston, South Carolina  

c. Henry Clay’s trip from his home in Lexington, Kentucky to Washington 

D.C.  

i. 1806: 3 weeks by roads 

ii. 1846: 4 days via train  

2. Transportation was only as fast as sail or horsepower 

3. Discouraged people from looking beyond their local community  

B. Sense that internal improvements must be improved in order to benefit the nation 

1. Major component of Henry Clay’s American System  

2. Westerners especially supported internal improvements while the East was more 

reluctant because it mean the loss of population  

3. John C. Calhoun: “Let us then, bind the nation together with a perfect system of 

roads and canals. Let us conquer space.” 

4. Who should pay for these internal improvements? 

a. Private, local, state, national? 

b. Ex: Madison and Monroe had vetoed internal improvements  bills because 

of their strict interpretation of the Constitution  

5. Other examples of internal improvements besides transportation 

a. Lighthouses 

b. Dredging rivers and harbors  

C. Roads 

1. Dominated overland travel through the 1820s but was too slow to compete with 

water travel  

2. Rough conditions 

a. Often very rugged 

b. Subject to being either very muddy or dusty  

c. Slow going  

3. Turnpikes 
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a. Privately financed toll roads 

b. Ex: the Lancaster Turnpike in Pennsylvania 

4. The National Road 

a. Financed by the federal government (1806) 

b. Also known as the Cumberland Road 

c. When completed in 1839 it covered 591 miles- connected Cumberland, 

Maryland and Vandalia, Illinois  

5. Roads were simply not enough to meet the nation’s needs  

a. Still too slow and arduous for bulky goods 

b. Fraud such as bypassing toll stations  

c. Water travel was preferred  

D. Steamboats 

1. Flatboats  

2. Development of the steamboat 

a. 1787: John Fitch initially tinkered with steamboats 

b. 1807: Robert Fulton developed and patented the first functional steamboat- 

the Clermont 

c. Nicholas Roosevelt improved Fulton’s design so that steamboats could 

better navigate shallow waters  

3. Advantages of the steamboat 

a. Steamboats had the advantage of being able to travel upstream and against 

the wind 

i. Prior to the steamboat trips on the Mississippi were often one-way 

trips down river where the flat boats would be sold for lumber  

b. Cut down travel times dramatically  

i. The shipping time between Louisville and New Orleans had been 

cut from 4 months to 17 days 

c. Could haul bulking freight up and downstream  

4. Increased importance of western rivers 

a. 1820: only 60 steamboats on the Mississippi and its tributaries 

b. 1860: 1,000 

c. Cities such as St. Louis, Memphis, Natchez, Cincinnati, and New Orleans 

benefited greatly  

5. Sometimes prone to explosions and other accidents  

E. Canals 

1. Slow but dramatically lowered the cost of shipping bulky goods 

2. The Erie Canal 

a. Financed entirely by the State of New York 

b. Known as “Clinton’s Ditch” after Governor DeWitt Clinton of New York  

c. Construction began in 1817 and was completed in 1825 

d. Opened up in stages so that it could help finance its own construction  

e. The 363 miles connected the Hudson River (Albany) and the Great Lakes 

(Buffalo, New York)  

i. The previous longest canal in the United States was 26 miles  

f. Increased the importance of New York City and cities on the Great Lakes 

such as Cleveland, Chicago, and Buffalo 

g. Brought prosperity and the market revolution to the region  

3. Other canals connected the Ohio River and the Great Lakes 

a. Ex: the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal  

b. There was only one canal in the South  

4. Disadvantages 

a. Canals were expensive to build 

b. Froze in winter 

c. Later could not compete with railroads  

F. Railroads 

1. First appeared in the United States in 1828 after originating in England 
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2. Advantages of railroads 

a. Direct routes 

b. Reliable schedules 

c. Can open up areas not directly located on bodies of water  

d. Are not impeded by weather (ex: frozen rivers and low river levels) 

e. Can be built almost anywhere  

3. Increasing mileage 

a. 1840: 2,818 miles 

b. 1850: 9,021 

c. 1860: 20,000 

d. ¾ of the mileage on the eve of the Civil War was in the North  

e. Consolidation of short (trunk) lines- ex: the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad  

4. Financing: state and local governments 

a. State and local governments were eager to court railroads 

b. Ex: Jefferson, Texas did not and it was bypassed and withered away 

5. Financing: federal government  

a. The federal government contributed generous subsidies and land 

b. By 1860, 30 million acres of land had been granted by the federal 

government to railroads 

c. During the Civil War it is decided the federal government will assist with a 

transcontinental railroad to the Pacific Coast 

6. Early problems 

a. Different gauges (the width between tracks)- not yet standardized  

b. Inadequate brakes 

c. Uncoordinated schedules (later solved with the development of time zones) 

d. Fires and other accidents such as derailments  

7. Stimulated the growth of other industries 

a. Ex: iron and the telegraph 

b. Facilitated new types to business organizations to operate these massive 

enterprises 

c. The forerunners of the modern corporation  

8. Most mileage was built in the North  

9. Railroads supplanted canals and were the dominant form of transportation until the 

highway system was developed  

G. Clippers 

1. Fast ocean-going ships 

2. Made overseas trade, especially with Asia, more profitable  

3. Later replaced by larger and more efficient ocean-going steamships  

H. Effects of the Transportation Revolution 

1. Accelerated the Market Revolution and the expansion of capitalism  

2. These developments in transportation facilitated the growth of industry  

3. Created a larger market for businesses to sell to  

4. Significantly decreased freight rates 

5. Allowed for regional specialization 

a. New England: industrialization  

b. South: agriculture- especially cotton 

c. West: grains and livestock  

6. Faster communication  

7. Attracted foreign investment  

8. Stimulated westward movement  

9. Spread of American culture  

10. Profound social changes (ex: the burned-over district along the Erie Canal)  

 

IX. Developments in Communication  

A. The speed of communication had been confined to the speed of travel  

B. The telegraph 
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1. Developed by Samuel F.B. Morse in 1844 

a. Using an electromagnet it sends signals over a wire  

b. Morse Code: communication through a series of dots and dashes  

c. The first message: “What Hath God Wrought” 

2. Dramatically increased the speed of communication 

a. First form of communication that could outpace a person traveling from 

point A to point B 

b. Allowed for the expansion of business because of the increased availability 

of information  

3. Increasing miles of telegraph wire strung 

a. Often ran parallel railroad lines  

b. By 1860 >500,000 miles of telegraph wire had been strung 

c. In 1861 both coasts were connected  

C. The Transatlantic Cable 

1. Laid by Cyrus Field in 1858 

2. Enabled almost instant communication between Europe and America  

D. The Pony Express 

1. Started in 1860 to transport mail to the West Coast 

2. Riders rode through a series of posts connecting St. Joseph, Missouri and 

Sacramento, California 

3. Short-lived, only lasted 18 months  

E. Journalism 

1. Newspapers could be easier produced with the cylinder rotary press and other 

technological developments  

2. Increasing number of newspapers 

a. 1810: 350 

b. 1828: >600 

c. Ex: the New York Evening Post 

3. Could reach a wide audience due to travel times being shortened  

4. The Associated Press was established to share news  

5. The “penny press” 

6. Newsmagazines emerged in the 1850s 

a. Ex: Atlantic Monthly 

b. Ex: Harper’s Magazine  

F. Expansion of the U.S. Postal Service  

G. Impact of the communications revolution  

1. Promotes business because of speed of information (ex: crop prices) 

2. Political parties, campaigns, etc. 

3. Social pamphlets and tracts (ex: temperance)  

  

X. The Transformation of Agriculture 

A. Rise of commercial farming over subsistence farming  

B. More efficiency in agriculture led to fewer people being involved in agriculture 

1. 1820: 78.8% of the workforce 

2. 1860: 52.9% 

3. Meant more people could perform different jobs such as manufacturing  

4. Increasingly specialized cash-crop agriculture  

C. Corn was an extremely important crop  

1. Could be eaten or fed to livestock 

2. Also could be distilled into hard liquor 

3. Yeomen farmers, especially in the South, who raise animals and allow them to 

forage the countryside  

D. Major improvements 

1. The steel plow  

a. Developed by John Deere (1837) 

b. Replaced wooden and cast-iron plows 
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c. Could till thicker prairie sod of the Midwest  

d. Cut plowing time in half  

2. The mechanical reaper  

a. Developed by Cyrus McCormick (1834) 

b. Dramatically increased the efficiency of harvesting wheat (12 acres/day vs. 

2 acres/day by hand) 

E. Farmers began shifting away from subsistence agriculture to market agriculture  
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Antebellum Culture and Reform, 1776-1860 
 

I. The Second Great Awakening 

A. The Second Great Awakening began in the early 1800s and lasted as late as the 1850s  

B. A shift away from rational beliefs to more emotion, evangelicalism, and fundamentalism 

(literal interpretation of the Bible) 

1. Deism 

a. A religious belief that accepts the divinity of God but the world operates 

according to natural laws 

b. Outgrowth of the Enlightenment  

c. Analogy of God as a clockmaker who created everything but allowed the 

world to operate according to natural laws (ex: gravity) 

d. Dominant during the Founding generation  

i. Ex: Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin were deists  

2. Unitarianism 

a. Belief God was a single-being  

b. Rather than the Trinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

3. Appeals to the common man  

C. Camp meetings 

1. In 1801 and estimated 25-50,000 gathered at Cane Ridge, Kentucky  

2. Often spanned several days 

3. Served social as well as religious purposes 

4. Extremely emotional 

a. Ex: speaking in tongues and spasms  

b. Anyone could achieve salvation  

D. Influential preachers 

1. Charles Grandison Finney  

a. Most important of the Second Great Awaking preachers 

b. Emphasized religious power to reform society  

c. Rejected predestination; emphasis on free will   

d. Stated all could achieve salvation  

e. New conversion techniques such as having women openly crying and 

praying for “fallen” male relatives who were sinful (ex: alcoholics) 

2. Peter Cartwright 

a. Methodist preacher  

b. Traveled extensively throughout the United States  

3. Other influential preachers 

a. Timothy Dwight  

b. John Leland 

c. Lyman Beecher  

d. Lorenzo Dow  

4. Most had very humble origins  

E. Women played major roles 

1. Paved the way for work in social reform movements 

2. Particularly appealing because women were denied other roles in society  

3. Ex: charity  

F. Missionary societies such as Samuel John Mills and the American Bible Society  

G. Very effective among African-Americans  

H. The “Burned-Over District” 

1. Region of upstate New York that was particularly effected by the Second Great 

Awakening  

a. An area that experienced a great deal of social and economic change that 

was unsettling to many (ex: the Erie Canal) 

2. Spawned numerous religious sects such as the Mormons and Millerites  
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I. Changing power of denominations 

1. The Methodists and Baptists benefited the most from the Second Great Awakening  

2. Decline of Congregationalists, Episcopalians (basically Anglicans), and 

Presbyterians  

J. The Millerites 

1. William Miller 

2. Predicted God would return October 22, 1844 

3. Later became the Seventh-Day Adventists  

K. The Mormons  

1. Founded by Joseph Smith  

2. The Book of Mormon 

a. Chronicles tales of Christ and an ancient Hebrew civilization in America 

b. The Indians were seen as descendants of lost tribes of Israel  

c. Smith claimed to have received them from an angel, Moroni  

3. Established the Church of Latter Day Saints 

4. Faced persecution  

a. Branded as heretics by mainstream Protestants  

b. Cooperative practices  

c. Forced to migrate from New York  Ohio  Missouri  Nauvoo, Illinois 

d. Smith was killed by an angry mob who stormed the jail where he was being 

held in 1844 in Carthage, Illinois 

5. Brigham Young 

a. Led the Mormons to Utah after Smith was killed  

b. Chose Utah because of its remote location  

c. Created the state of Deseret in Utah on the Great Salt Lake 

d. Emphasis on cooperative labor rather than individualism  

e. Some 12,000 made the trip in the first wave 

6. Controversial because of the practice of polygamy 

a. Having more than one wife 

b. But less than 1/5 of Mormon men practiced polygamy  

c. Utah was not admitted to the Union until 1896 because of polygamy  

7. Strict social control  

8. Intense interest in genealogy  

9. Today it is the fastest growing religion in the United States  

L. The Second Great Awakening is important because it influenced and help spawn so many of 

the reforms of the antebellum period  

 

II. Reform Movements 

A. Perfectionism  

1. Believe in the perfectibility of man and a great faith in progress by human efforts  

2. People could achieve a better life and improve society  

3. Very much inspired by the Second Great Awakening 

4. Emerson: “What is man born for but to be a Reformer?”  

B. Women played major roles 

1. Opened up new opportunities for them outside the home 

2. Women tend to have a greater sense of social justice  

C. Peace 

1. William Ladd and the American Peace Society  

2. Later had divisions within the movement 

D. Prisons and insane asylums 

1. Treatment of the mentally ill 

a. Very bleak places 

b. Ex: a jail in Connecticut was located in an abandoned mine shaft  

c. Shift to creating asylums- havens or the mentally ill so they could be treated 

in a more humane way  

d. Championed by Dorothea Dix  
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2. Growing belief that prisoners could be reformed and they could achieve penance 

a. Hence the term “penitentiary” 

b. Emphasis on rehabilitation rather than punishment  

c. A model prison was built in Auburn, New York that was followed by other 

states  

d. Moves to make prisons less harsh  

3. End of imprisoning debtors  

4. Similar efforts to create new orphanages and alms houses for the poor as well as 

reforming juvenile delinquents  

E. Temperance 

1. Heavy drinking in the early Republic 

a. In 1820 the per capita consumption of hard liquor was three times that of 

today 

b. In 1830 the average American over the age of 13 consumed an average of 9 

gallons of hard liquor per year  

c. For many western farmers it was more profitable to distill their grain into 

alcohol and it may be safer to drink than the local water  

d. Not uncommon to give children a little whiskey sweetened with some sugar  

2. Reasons to support the movement 

a. Drinking was associated with other vices such as gambling and prostitution  

b. Crime and violence related to drunkenness  

c. Decreased efficiency at work 

d. Adversely affected the family 

i. Ex: domestic abuse and squandering wages on alcohol  

ii. One reason women were so involved  

e. Immigrants such as Germans and Irish indulged too much in alcohol  

3. T.S. Arthur’s Ten Nights in a Barroom and What I Saw There (1854) 

4. American Temperance Society  

a. Founded in 1826 by Lyman Beecher  

b. Known as the “Cold Water Army” because converts took the “cold water 

pledge” 

c. Excellent at producing propaganda tracts depicting the evils of alcoholism  

d. By 1834 it had 5,000 local branches and 1 million members  

5. Washington Temperance Society  

6. Some advocated complete prohibition 

a. Ex: Neil S. Dow and Maine passed a prohibition law in 1851 that banned 

the manufacture and sale of alcoholic beverages 

b. Not until the Eighteenth Amendment (1919) was prohibition attempted on a 

national scale  

7. It worked 

a. Per capita consumption of hard liquor deceased by 50% in the 1830s  

8. Sometimes the movement worked in tandem with a movement to eliminate 

prostitution  

a. Female Moral Reform Society  

b. Lydia Finney  

F. Education 

1. Poor education  

a. Tardiness and truancy because children worked around the agricultural 

seasons  

b. Most children quit going to school by age 14 if not earlier  

i. No child labor laws 

ii. But children did receive a great deal of schooling from Sunday 

schools  

c. Most parents just wanted their children to be taught the “3 R’s” 

i. Reading 

ii. ‘Riting 
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iii. ‘Rithmetic  

d. Few went to secondary schools or colleges  

2. Advocates of free tax-supported public education 

a. Jefferson called for a “crusade against ignorance” 

b. In order for democracy to be successful the electorate needs to be educated 

c. Produce more reliable workers  

d. Way to Americanize incoming immigrants  

3. As late as 1815 no single state had a system of public education  

a. By 1856 all states had tax supported education  

b. Most highly developed in New England  

c. 1821: Boston established the first public secondary school 

4. Teachers 

a. Initially most were male, ill-trained, and often poorly educated themselves 

b. The “feminization” of teaching- it becomes dominated by women  

c. Belief that women were more compassionate and thus made better teachers  

5. Horace Mann 

a. Secretary of the Massachusetts Board of Education  

b. Championed the Common School Movement- goals  

i. Improved citizenship 

ii. Moral education  

iii. More productive citizens  

iv. Instilling patriotic virtue 

c. Called for: 

i. Compulsory attendance laws 

ii. Longer school year 

iii. Increased teacher salaries and standards (ex: the creation of normal 

schools to train teachers) 

iv. New teaching requirements 

v. Grouping students by age instead of putting students of all ages in 

the same classroom  

d. Development of teacher training schools (normal schools) 

e. “Education is the great equalizer of men.” 

6. William H. McGuffey 

a. McGuffey’s Readers: taught morals, ethics, in addition to academics  

b. Sometimes known as Eclectic Readers  

c. Generations of young people were raised on these texts  

7. Noah Webster: An American Dictionary of the English Language 

8. Higher education  

a. In 1776 there had only been 9 colleges- all with religious connections  

b. Between 1810 and 1820 the number of colleges nearly doubled  

c. Rise of small liberal arts colleges 

d. Improved state universities such as University of Virginia (founded by 

Thomas Jefferson) and University of North Carolina  

9. Women’s colleges 

a. Troy Female Seminary in New York: founded by Emma Willard in 1821 

b. Oberlin College in Ohio (1835) 

i. 1
st
 co-ed college 

ii. Provided courses similar to men’s colleges 

iii. Prominent alumni included Elizabeth Cady Stanton  

iv. Unique that it was also interracial  

c. Mount Holyoke Seminary in Massachusetts: founded by Mary Lyon in 

1837 

d. These places tended to produce many reforms 

i. Ex: Oberlin College was a station for the Underground Railroad  

10. The United States had one of the highest literacy rates in the world  

11. Parochial and Sunday Schools  



 137 

12. Most professionals were poorly trained 

a. Doctors were known as much for killing their patients than healing them  

b. Aspiring lawyers simply apprenticed themselves out until they thought they 

were ready to practice law on their own  

13. Those excluded from education 

a. Native Americans  

b. Slavers of often strictly forbidden from education  

c. Limited opportunities for free blacks  

14. Lyceums 

a. Traveling lectures and debates on a wide variety of topics 

b. Popular in the North  

c. Good way for adults to obtain knowledge and stay informed about current 

issues  

d. Ex: Ralph Waldo Emerson gave some 1,500 lectures  

 

G. Abolitionism 

1. The reform movement that overshadowed all other reforms of the time period 

2. Especially grew in the 1830s  

3. William Lloyd Garrison, the Grimké sisters, Tappan brothers, and Harriet Beecher 

Stowe  

H. Woman suffrage 

 

III. Woman Suffrage 

A. Cult of domesticity: the woman’s role was in the house to raise children, etc. 

B. Women such as Margaret Fuller questioned gender roles 

C. Limitation of women 

1. Could not vote 

2. Lost their property when they married  

D. Women were very active in other social reform movements 

1. Ex: temperance and abolitionism 

2. Abolitionism probably delayed woman suffrage  

E. Justifications to deny women the right to vote 

1. One newspaper summed it up best: “Women, generally, are neither by nature nor 

habit, nor educations, nor by their necessary condition in society fitted to perform the 

duty with credit to themselves or advantage to the public.”  

F. Important women suffragettes  

1. Lucretia Mott 

2. Susan B. Anthony 

3. Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

4. Angela and Sarah Grimké  

5. Amelia Bloomer  

a. New style of dress  

6. Lucy Stone 

a. One of the first women to refuse to give up her maiden name  

7. Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell  

a. One of the first women doctors  

G. Seneca Falls Convention (1848) 

1. The most prominent delegates were Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

a. Felt spurned by being denied access to the World Anti-Slavery Convention 

in London (1840) 

2. Declaration of Sentiments 

a. Demanded married women be freed from unjust laws granting husbands 

control of her property  

b. Demanded suffrage 

c. “All men and women were created equal…” 
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d. “The history of mankind is a history of repeated injustices and usurpations 

in the past of man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment 

of absolute tyranny over her.” 

H. The achievement of woman suffrage 

1. Frontier areas were first to grant suffrage 

a. Ex: the Wyoming Territory was the first (1869) 

2. It would not be until the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920 that all American women 

had the right to vote  

 

IV. Utopian Communities 

A. A series of communal societies arose in the antebellum period   

1. Response to the changing economic trends of the time  

2. Only a small percentage of Americans were involved 

3. Demonstrated the reach for perfection of the time  

4. Especially attractive after the Panic of 1837 

B. Religious-motivated communities 

1. The Shakers 

a. First major communal movement  

b. Known for the violent shaking and jerking of their bodies during worship  

c. Founded by Mother Ann Lee in 1774 

d. Prepared for the second coming of Christ which was to be soon  

e. Dedicated to sexual equality and celibacy  

f. Ultimately created about 20 communities  

g. Some communities actually lasted into the twentieth century 

2. The Amana Community  

a. Germans in Iowa  

b. George Rapp 

c. Communal landowning and prepared for the second-coming of Christ  

3. Other religious communities include the Amish  

C. Charles Fourier 

1. French socialist 

2. Arthur Brisbane was his disciple in America  

3. “Associationism” 

4. Called for Fourierist “phalanxes” 

a. Socialist communities based on harmonious cooperation rather than 

individualism and competition 

b. Close to 100 were established in the United States  

D. New Harmony, Indiana 

1. Founded by Robert Owen in 1825 

a. Owen was a Scottish industrialist who saw the degradation of factory work  

b. “I come to this country to introduce an entire new system of society; to 

change it from an ignorant, selfish system to an organized social system.” 

2. Communal ownership of land 

3. Survived only three years  

4. Off-shoots included short-lived Nashoba, Tennessee which was dedicated to 

abolition  

E. Brook Farm, Massachusetts 

1. Founded by George Ripley in 1841 

2. Emphasized sharing and care-free living  

3. Influenced by Transcendentalism 

a. Included Nathaniel Hawthorne for a while  

i. Satirized by Hawthorne in The Blithedale Romance (1852) 

b. Emerson, Thoreau, and Margaret Fuller were frequent visitors  

4. Folded in 1847 after a fire devastated the community and a decision not to continue  

F. Oneida Community in New York 

1. Founded by John Humphrey Noyes in 1848 
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2. “Complex marriages” 

a. Basically all the members of the community were married to each other 

b. Communal childrearing  

c. Advocated birth control  

3. Produced excellent silverware which it is still known for   

G. Almost all of these communities were short-lived 

1. These types of experiments tend to fail because they are too idealistic and people are 

naturally too greedy 

2. Americans were too individualistic to live in communal and cooperative societies  

   

V. Science and Medicine  

A. Before 1815 Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin were both well-respected scientists 

B. Americans at this time were extremely practical and many of their inventions reflected this 

practicality  

C. Prominent American scientists 

1. Benjamin Silliman: chemistr and geology 

2. Louis Agassiz: biology 

3. Asa Gray: botany 

4. John J. Audubon 

a. Naturalist who studied and painted birds 

b. Founded the Audubon Society 

c. Birds of America 

5. The Smithsonian was founded in 1846 

D. Medicine and sanitation 

1. Doctors were poorly trained 

a. Ex: the practice of bleeding (often used leeches) 

b. Phrenology 

i. The now-discredited pseudoscience of studying the shape of the 

skull to determine personality characteristics and intelligence 

ii. Often used to demonstrate the infeority of non-WASP groups  

2. Did not understand the concept of germs and proper sanitation 

a. Ex: in the 1830s and 1840s cholera epidemics struck cities because of poor 

sanitation  

3. William T.G. Morton invented anesthesia in 1842 

4. High death rates from disease and infection during the Civil War  

E. Popularity of fads 

1. Ex: hydrotherapy 

2. Sylvester Graham and nutrition  

 

VI. Art and Literature 

A. After the War of 1812 there was increasing nationalism and romanticism  emergence of a 

distinctive American art and literature  

B. Romanticism 

1. Emphasis on feelings and emotions  

2. Shift away from the reason of the Enlightenment  

3. Dominated Antebellum American art and literature  

4. Can also be seen in the creation of Central Park in New York City by Frederick Law 

Olmstead 

C. Architecture 

1. Greek and Roman influences 

a. Ex: government buildings in Washington  

b. Benjamin Latrobe 

2. By the mid 1800s there is a shift toward Gothic  

3. Thomas Jefferson 

a. Monticello 

b. University of Virginia  
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D. Art 

1. Colonial and Early Republic painters  

a. Tended to paint portraits or battle scenes 

b. Benjamin West: Death of General Wolfe (1770) 

c. John Singleton Copley  

d. Gilbert Stuart 

e. Charles Wilson Peale 

f. John Trumbull 

i. Known for his paintings of the Revolution 

ii. Washington Crossing the Delaware and The Battle of Bunker Hill 

2. The Hudson River School 

a. Idealized the natural beauty of American landscapes and nature 

b. Included Thomas Cole, George Caitlin, Frederick Edwin Church, and Asher 

B. Durand  

c. Will later influence the creation of National Parks  

E. Photography 

1. Daguerreotypes 

a. Early photographs 

b. Popular among ordinary folks because they were fairly cheap and easier to 

produce than portraits 

c. Subjects had to pose for long periods to capture the picture- thus there were 

no candid shots 

d. By 1860 the daguerreotype was replaced by more efficient technology  

2. Matthew Brady: famous for his photographs of the Civil War, especially the dead 

and aftermath of battles  

F. Literature  

1. Increasing availability  

a. The only book many people owned was a family Bible  

b. Cheaper publishing costs made books more accessible to the mass public 

2. American art and culture were not held in high regard by Europeans  

a. One British critic in 1820: “In the four quarters of the globe, who reads an 

American book? Or goes to an American play? Or looks at an American 

picture or statue? What does the world yet come to American physicians or 

surgeons? What new substances have their chemists discovered?” 

3. Knickerbocker Group in New York 

a. Washington Irving 

i. First acclaimed American writer abroad  

ii. “Rip Van Winkle” 

iii. “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” 

b. James Fenimore Cooper 

i. Leatherstocking Tales 

ii. Last of the Mohicans (1826) 

iii. The Deer Slayer (1841) 

c. William Cullen Bryant 

i. “Thanatopsis”  

4. Transcendentalism 

a. Philosophical, intellectual, and literary movement that originated in New 

England, particularly the Boston area  

b. Beliefs 

i. Truth transcends the senses- there is an Inner Truth in all of us  

ii. People can look within themselves to find truth and guidance, 

emphasis on intuition  

iii. Belief in an “over soul”- emphasis on the divinity of the soul  

iv. Emphasis on the beauty of nature 

v. Revolt against materialism   

vi. Inherent goodness of man  



 141 

vii. Rejection of established religions- more of a spiritual than 

religious movement  

c. Ralph Waldo Emerson  

i. “The American Scholar” (1837) 

a) Emphasized American cultural independence 

b) “Our day of dependence, our apprenticeship to the 

learning of other lands draws to a close.”  

ii. “Self-Reliance” (1841) 

d. Henry David Thoreau 

i. Walden- or Life in the Woods (1854) 

a) Thoreau lived in the woods near Concord, Massachusetts  

in a very simple existence and wrote about these 

experiences  

b) “I went to the woods because I wished to live 

deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and 

see if I could not learn what it had to teach me, and not, 

when I came to die, discover that I had not lived.”  

ii. On the Duty of Civil Disobedience (1848) 

a) Thoreau went to jail because he refused to pay a poll tax 

because he opposed the Mexican War which he believed 

as a big land grab for slavery  

b) When his friend Emerson visited him in jail Emerson 

asked what he was doing in jail? Thoreau responded what 

are you doing out there?  

c) Passive, nonviolent resistance- later influenced Gandhi 

and Martin Luther King Jr. 

e. Walt Whitman  

i. “The Poet Laureate of Democracy” 

ii. Leaves of Grass (1855): collection of poems 

a) Emphasized democracy and the individual  

b) Later included “O Captain My Captain”- an ode to 

Abraham Lincoln 

f. George Ripley and Bronson Alcott 

g. Margaret Fuller 

i. Edited a literary journal called The Dial  

5. The Brahmin Poets of New England 

a. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

i. “Evangeline” 

ii. “The Song of Hiawatha” 

b. John Greenleaf Whittier  

c. James Russell Lowell 

d. Oliver Wendell Holmes  

6. Other Antebellum writers 

a. Women writers 

i. Louisa May Alcott: Little Women (1868) 

ii. The poems of Emily Dickinson  

b. Southern writers 

i. Johnson J. Hooper 

ii. William Gilmore Simms 

iii. Joseph Baldwin   

c. Edgar Allen Poe 

i. Very dark poetry and short stories 

ii. “The Raven” 

iii. “The Fall of the House of Usher”  

iv. “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” 

d. Nathaniel Hawthorne 
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i. The Scarlet Letter (1850) 

ii. The House of the Seven Gables (1851) 

e. Herman Melville 

i. Moby Dick (1851) 

ii. Captain Ahab’s hunt for the elusive white whale  

G. Historians 

1. Mercy Otis Warren  

2. George Bancroft 

3. Francis Parkman 
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Cotton, Slavery, and the Old South 
 

I. Cotton 

A. In the colonial era cotton was overshadowed by tobacco, rice and even indigo 

B. Long-staple (sea island) vs. short-staple cotton 

1. Sea island cotton 

a. Easy to remove the seeds from the boll by hand 

b. Can only be grown in limited areas in coastal areas 

2. Short-staple cotton  

a. Hardier plant that could be grown in a variety of climates and soils 

b. But difficult to remove the seed by hand  

C. The cotton gin 

1. Invented by Eli Whitney in 1793 

a. The cotton is cranked through a machine with metal teeth that catch the 

seed and other debris and remove it from the boll  

b. Interestingly Whitney was from Connecticut and invented the cotton gin 

while visiting a Georgia plantation 

c. Soon improved upon   

2. Enabled cotton to spread into new areas and slavery once again became profitable 

a. The “Black Belt”  

i. Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi  

ii. “Alabama Fever” (1816-1820), massive migration into the region  

iii. Known for its rich, dark soil 

b. Other areas: Texas, Louisiana, and Arkansas  

3. Planters developed a hybrid species of cotton that produced large, fluffy bolls 

D. Supply 

1. Dramatic increase in production (# of bales) 

a. 1792: 13,000  

b. 1817: 461,000  

c. 1820: 500,000  

d. 1840: 1.35 million  

e. 1849: 2.85 million  

f. 1860: 4.8 million  

2. More people could grow cotton  

a. Required less labor and capital than tobacco, rice, and sugar 

b. Accelerated the market revolution because you can’t eat cotton  

E. Demand 

1. British textile mills and to a lesser extent, New England textile mills 

2. Britain  

a. 1787: the British only imported 22 million lbs 

b. 1840: 366 million lbs  

3. By 1860 75% of cotton to British textile mills came from the American South 

4. By the time of the Civil War, cotton made up 2/3 of the United States’ export trade 

F. “King Cotton” 

1. Not only was the crop profitable, but it very much influenced the South 

a. Economy 

b. Politics 

c. Society 

2. The South will rely on cotton too much and will not diversify its economy and will 

retard the economy 

a. Ex: little incentive to invest capital in industry like the North  

b. Slavery becomes even more essential to the South’s economy  

3. Senator James Hammond’s “King Cotton Speech” (1858) 

a. Given amidst the Panic of 1857 which was hurting the North, but not the 

South so much  
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b. “…your whole hireling class of manual laborers and ‘operatives’, as you 

call them, are essentially slaves. The difference between us is, that our 

slaves are hired for life and well-compensated; there is no starvation, no 

begging, no want of employment among our people, and not too much 

employment either. Yours are hired by the day, not cared for, and scantily 

compensated.”  

c. “But if there were no other reason why we should never have war, would 

any sane nation make war on cotton? Without firing a gun, without drawing 

a sword, should they make war on us we could bring the whole world to our 

feet. The South is perfectly competent to go on, one, two, or three years 

without planting a seed of cotton. I believe that if she was to plant but half 

her cotton, for three years to come, it would be an immense advantage to 

her. I am not so sure but that after three years' entire abstinence she would 

come out stronger than ever she was before, and better prepared to enter 

afresh upon her great career of enterprise. What would happen if no cotton 

was furnished for three years? I will not stop to depict what every one can 

imagine, but this is certain: England would topple headlong and carry the 

whole civilized world with her, save the South. No, you dare not make war 

on cotton. No power on earth dares to make war upon it. Cotton is king.” 

 

II. The Old South 

A. Why is the South the agricultural region and the North the industrial region? 

B. Major differences with the North  

1. Rural/agrarian society  

a. 1860: only 14% of Southerners lived in urban areas vs. 33% of Northerners 

b. Only 10% of the nation’s industrial workers lived in the South  

c. Few calls for industrial self-sufficiency because cotton was so profitable 

(ex: J.D.B. DeBow) 

2. Immigration 

a. Does not attract immigrants because of competition with slave labor 

b. The white population is more homogenous than the North’s white 

population 

c. In 10 of the 11 states of the Confederacy less than 10% of the population 

was foreign-born  

d. The South is less accepting of outsiders and foreign ideas    

3. Standard of living 

a. Overall, the South’s standard of living lags behind the North  

4. Education  

a. Much less invested in public education  

b. Planters either hired private tutors or sent their sons abroad to be educated  

C. The majority of white southerners own no slaves 

1. Only ¼ of white families owned slaves in 1860 

a. Gradually decreasing 

i. 1830: 36% 

ii. 1850: 31% 

b. 2/3 of those owned less than 10 slaves 

c. Only 12% had 20 or more slaves (4% of the entire white population) 

2. The myth of Margaret Mitchell’s Gone With the Wind 

a. Big plantations with happy, obedient slaves 

b. Wealthy planters who are educated and culturally refined  

D. Southern society 

1. Planters 

a. Defined as having 20 or more slaves 

b. Within the planter class there often is significant kinship ties  

c. Many had actually been self-made men in the Deep South  

d. Cavalier image 
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e. Dominated the South’s politics, economy, and society 

f. In some ways modeled themselves after the English aristocracy  

g. Some are spectacularly wealthy 

i. Ex: on the eve of the Civil War 2/3 of American men with at least 

$100,000 were Southern plantation owners  

ii. The wealthiest was probably Stephen Duncan of Mississippi who 

owned more than 1,000 slaves  

2. Yeomen farmers 

a. Mostly subsistence farmers (corn or livestock such as hogs) or at the 

opening stages of the Market Revolution  

i. Corn is actually the most commonly grown crop in the South  

ii. May grow a little bit of corn  

b. May have a few slaves whom they often worked alongside with  

c. Many are descendants of the Scots-Irish  

d. Overwhelmingly Democrats  

e. Resistant to changes such as industrialization  

f. Prosperity was limited because limited transportation  

g. Proud and self-reliant 

3. White trash and poor “crackers” 

a. Sometimes known as “dirt eaters” and “rednecks” 

b. Often very poor  

c. Lived in areas with poor soil such as sandy pine barrens or hilly areas  

4. Free blacks 

a. Face significant discrimination  

b. Many states eventually do not allow free blacks to live within their borders 

because they are seen as a bad example to the slaves  

c. Most reside in the Upper South  

d. Tended to live in urban areas and practice some sort of craft (ex: butcher, 

blacksmith, barber, etc.) 

e. Black codes regulated free blacks’ behavior  

i. Ex: could not carry firearms  

ii. Sometimes had to register with white guardian and carry papers 

iii. Forbidden from carrying firearms and having nighttime gatherings  

5. Black slaves 

a. Forms a permanent underclass 

b. In 1860, out of 9 million in the South, 4 million were slaves 

c. Only made a majority in two states: Mississippi and South Carolina  

6. Planters and yeomen farmers 

a. Widening gap between the planters and the yeomen farmers in terms of 

wealth  

b. Both planters and yeomen farmers were constantly moving west to better 

lands (ex: Texas) 

c. Often have kinship ties  

E. White supremacy  

1. The glue that bonds whites together 

2. Desire to move up the social ladder and some day own slaves 

3. Frederick Law Olmstead, a northern traveler, observed “From childhood, the one 

thing in their condition which has made life valuable to the mass of whites has been 

that the niggers are yet their inferiors.”  

F. Justifications for slavery 

1. The need to uplift “child-like” or savage peoples 

2. Historical/biblical references 

a. Ex: Ancient Greece and Rome  

b. Biblical references to slavery 

3. Racial/biological stereotypes 

4. Believe slaves are better off than northern factory workers 
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a. Ex: George Fitzhugh in Cannibals All!!!, or Slaves Without Masters 

5. Fears of miscegenation (mixing of the races)  

6. Paternalistic view of slavery 

a. Masters provides for his “people” like a kindly father  

7. The world of emancipated slaves is too horrible to contemplate  

8. Slavery- its PROFITABLE  

G. Different parts of the South can be quite different from one another 

1. The Upper South vs. the Lower (Deep South) 

a. The Upper South 

i. The Chesapeake, Kentucky, Missouri, Arkansas, North Carolina, 

and Tennessee 

ii. Did was unable to grow much cotton due to climate; therefore had 

fewer slaves 

b. The Deep South 

i. Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, South Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, 

and Texas 

ii. Cotton- large #s of slaves  

2. Ex: the mountain people of Appalachia are different from lowland planters 

3. “White counties” with very few blacks  

4. These differences and tensions will especially become evident during the Civil War  

H. Emphasis on honor and is sensitive to perceived threats to this honor 

1. Lots of dueling and the South is a violent place to begin with 

2. Tradition of vigilantism and feuds  

a. Even today the South often has higher homicide rates than the rest of the 

country  

3. Very masculine society 

a. Hunting, cockfighting, gambling, horseracing, fights 

b. Many more military academies per capita in the South than the North  

I. A more defensive South 

1. The South becomes increasingly different from the North and relishes in this 

distinctiveness  

2. Feels backed into a corner when it is perceived that the North is threatening the 

South’s “way of life”; develop a bit of a siege mentality  

3. Southerners in the Early Republic (ex: Washington and Jefferson) apologized for 

slavery or stated it was a necessary evil  

4. From the 1830s on the South is unapologetic about slavery and argues it is a positive 

good  

5. Very few abolitionists in the South, the few that were, such as Cassius Clay (KY) 

was forced to flee  

6. The “Gag Rule” 

a. Strict rule passed by pro-Southern congressmen in 1836 to prohibit the 

discussion of anti-slavery measures in the House of Representatives 

b. Lasted for nearly a decade  

 

III. The Peculiar Institution: Slavery  

A. The Middle Passage: the voyage from Africa to the New World  

B. Two ways to look at slavery 

1. As property (the masters’ point of view) 

2. As people (slaves’ perspective) 

C. Property 

1. Slaves were costly investments which increasingly became more expensive  

a. White masters would use Irish immigrants instead of slaves to perform 

dangerous tasks such as draining swamps 

b. Incentive to take care of your “people” such as providing food, shelter, 

medical care, clothing, etc. even if it is fairly rudimentary 

2. Slaves were property that could be bought and sold  
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a. Some of the most heart wrenching scenes were of families being sold off to 

different masters at the auction block  

b. Being “sold down the river”  

3. Breeding  

a. Incentive to produce more slaves who do not have to be purchased 

b. This is one reason why so many white masters had sexual relations with 

their female slaves 

c. No matter how much white blood you might have ANY black blood 

classified you as black  

d. It was extremely taboo for white women and black men to have sex  

D. Work 

1. Typically worked 6 days a week with only Sunday off  

2. Tasks varied depending on the crop: cotton, tobacco, rice, sugar, etc. 

3. For subsistence slaves would also grow corn, peas, watermelons, and other 

vegetables 

4. Distribution of slave labor in 1850 

a. 55%: cotton 

b. 15%: domestic work 

c. 10%: rice, indigo, hemp 

d. 10%: tobacco 

e. 10%: mining, lumber, industry, construction  

5. Two basic methods of assigning labor 

a. Task system 

i. Slaves would perform a specified task, and once completed, would 

have the rest of the afternoon off  

ii. Most often done with rice 

iii. Whites phased this out because a lack of control  

b. Gang system 

i. Groups of slaves (20-25) would work from sunup to sundown 

overseen by white overseers and the occasional black overseer  

ii. Ex: cotton 

iii. The average slave was expected the pick 130-150 lbs of cotton/day  

iv. More efficient and productive  

6. Field slaves vs. house slaves 

a. House slaves  

i. Usually more trusted and treated better, but had little privacy 

ii. Easier access to information from whites  

iii. Some house slaves even served as “mammies” for white children 

b. Field slaves 

i. Perform more physically-demanding tasks 

ii. But benefit working alongside their fellow slaves and generally are 

supervised less than house slaves 

c. Some jealousy existed between the two groups 

7. Hiring-out slaves  

a. It wasn’t uncommon for slave owners to hire out slaves 

b. Similar to renting  

E. Resistance 

1. Running away 

a. Many remained in the neighboring area for just a short time before 

returning or being captured  

b. Very few made it to freedom in the North or Canada  

c. Establishment of renegade communities in swamps (ex: in Florida); many 

assisted by Native Americans  

d. Slave catchers and slave patrols roamed southern roads searching for 

runaways  
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e. Stiff penalties for running away (ex: whippings or even lopping off half of a 

foot) 

2. Playing the “Sambo” stereotype 

a. The ignorant, deferential, and shuffling slave who uses his “ignorance” to 

his advantage 

b. This played into whites’ stereotypes and often had much more knowledge 

about what was going on than they let on  

c. Frederick Douglass: “As the master studies to keep the slave ignorant, the 

slave is cunning enough to make the master think he succeeds.”  

d. The stories of Brer Rabbit were particularly appealing to slaves- a smaller 

cunning animal outsmarting a larger animal  

3. Passive resistance 

a. Ex: breaking tools, slowing down the work pace, feigning sickness/injury, 

self-mutilation, etc. 

b. Most effective way of resisting the system 

c. A few cases of killing master or other whites  

d. Probably more incidents of striking masters than was probably admitted  

4. Armed insurrections 

a. Southern whites were most fearful of large rebellions such as the one on 

Haiti (1790s) 

b. Rare because they were condemned to failure from the beginning because 

of being outnumbered, outgunned, and the stiff punishments they faced 

when they failed 

c. Most will be nipped in the bud before they gain steam 

d. 1739: Stono Rebellion in South Carolina 

e. 1800: Gabriel Prosser Rebellion in Richmond 

f. 1811: insurrection in Louisiana 

g. 1822: Denmark Vessey in Charleston, South Carolina 

i. A free black 

ii. Along with the tariff, contributed to South Carolina’s radicalism in 

the 1820s 

h. 1831: Nat Turner Rebellion  

i. In rural southwestern Virginia;  

ii. Turner believed God had told him to lead an insurrection; very 

charismatic  

iii. Turner’s 100 followers killed some 60 whites 

iv. Turner was captured 2 months later and executed  

v. Resulted in the passage of more stringent slave laws and the South 

stopped debating the future of slavery 

vi. The South blamed it on outside agitation and the abolitionist 

movement  

F. Punishment 

1. Black Codes regulated every part of the slave’s life 

a. Ex: requiring slaves to carry a pass when running errands outside the 

plantation  

b. Alcohol was prohibited  

2. Master had absolute control and there were really no legal limits to his authority over 

his “people” 

3. Whippings were the most common form of punishment and were often used to set an 

example to the other slaves 

4. Overseers 

a. Typically came from the dregs of white society (as did slave catchers) 

b. Had less of an incentive than master to be fair and merciful  

5. Masters always had the threat of selling off relatives or close friends 

G. Religion 

1. Sometimes called the “invisible institution” 
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2. Influence of the Second Great Awakening  

3. Slaves were taught Christianity by their masters in order to uplift them and make 

them more obedient slaves  

4. Especially strong in the Methodist and Baptist faiths 

5. Particularly related to the story of Moses and the exodus from Egypt 

a. Deliverance  

b. During emancipation it struck many white observers that it seemed 

preordained to blacks  

6. Very emotional and active church services, singing, etc. 

7. Whites and blacks often worshipped together, though in segregated seating 

8. Preachers were (and to some extent) are still some of the most important members of 

the African-American community 

9. Establishment of the African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) by Richard Allen  

H. The slave quarters and family  

1. Most preferred living on large communities were social bonds with fellow slaves 

could be more easily established  

2. Slaves lived in rudimentary cabins  

3. Typically grew a garden to supplement their diet 

4. Slave family 

a. Families were typically nuclear though there was an emphasis of 

recognition of distant kinships, ex: cousins 

b. New members were often “adopted” after their own families were broken 

up  

c. Most often lived in stable, two-parent households  

I. Slavery in the cities 

1. Industrialization and slavery 

a. Many saw slavery incompatible with urban and industrial life  

b. Disproven at Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond  

2. Blacks were not as closely supervised in cities  

3. The beginnings of a rudimentary segregation system  

J. Music 

1. Blacks used singing in the fields to pass the time and communicate messages 

2. Spirituals  

3. Contributed the banjo 

4. Dancing was a popular form of recreation 

5. Blacks are the most musically gifted group in our country and have influenced 

several genres of music (blues, jazz, rock n’ roll, hip hop, rap, etc.) 

K. How African and how American were antebellum slaves? 

L. Difficulty of understanding slavery because of the sources 

1. Ex: lack of written records from slaves 

2. During the 1930s the federal government interviewed former slaves but many were 

in their seventies or older  

 

IV. The Abolitionists 

A. The North  

1. Radical abolitionists were always a small minority in the North 

2. Northerners’ racism often prevailed  

3. Ex: the lynching of abolitionist editor Elijah Lovejoy in Illinois   

4. However, it overshadowed all other reforms of the period  

B. The Quakers: the abolitionists of the colonial era 

C. Strong belief among the Founding Fathers that slavery would die out on its own  

1. Gradual emancipation  

2. Changed with the invention of the cotton gin  

D. Combating the African slave trade  

1. Congress outlawed the African slave trade in 1808 

a. Small numbers of slaves were illegally smuggled into the United States  
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2. Webster-Ashburton Treaty (1842) 

a. The United States and Great Britain would jointly work to suppress the 

African slave trade 

E. The American Colonization Society 

1. Created in 1817 to ship blacks back to Africa  

2. Fears of a race war in the South if slaves were liberated and allowed to remain 

3. Gradual emancipation with compensation for owners  

4. British abolitionists had done something similar at Sierra Leone  

5. Established the colony of Liberia  

a. The capital Monrovia was named after President James Monroe 

6. Supported by prominent people such as Henry Clay, John Marshall, and Abraham 

Lincoln  

7. Not a feasible idea  

a. Many blacks were several generations from Africa and did not want to go  

b. Too expensive to execute  

c. Only transported 1,000 in ten years and only 12,000 between 1820 and 

1860 

d. More slaves were born each week than sent back in a year  

F. The movement really takes off in the 1830s 

1. The reform impulse of the Second Great Awakening  

2. The abolition of slavery in the British empire in 1834 

a. British abolitionists inspired many American abolitionists 

b. Hosted the World Antislavery Convention in 1840  

c. Ex: William Wilberforce  

3. Shift away from gradual emancipation  

4. 1833: creation of the Anti-Slavery Society 

a. By 1838 had 250,000 members  

5. Greatest success from small to medium towns of the upper North 

G. Important abolitionists 

1. The Grimké Sisters and various women reformers 

2. Lewis and Arthur Tappan  

3. Charles Sumner 

4. Benjamin Lundy  

5. Wendell Philips  

6. Salmon P. Chase 

7. Lyman Beecher  

8. Theodore Weld 

a. Married Angela Grimké  

b. Wrote American Slavery As It Is (1839) which sought to portray what slave 

life was really like  

9. Harriet Beecher Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) 

H. William Lloyd Garrison 

1. Editor of The Liberator 

2. Helped form the American Anti-Slavery Society with Wendell Philips  

3. Demanded immediate abolition of slavery and uncompensated emancipation  

4. Radical- alienated several abolitionists 

a. Ex: calling the Constitution “an agreement with hell”  

b. Further split the movement for pushing women’s rights  

5. “I am aware that many object to the severity of my language, but is there not a cause 

for severity? I will be as harsh as truth, and as uncompromising as justice…I am in 

earnest- I will not equivocate- I will not excuse- I will not retreat a single inch- AND 

I WILL BE HEARD!” 

6. Southern states detested him so much that had bounties on him and he was even 

almost lynched by a mob in Boston  

I. Black abolitionists  

1. Harriet Tubman 
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a. Conductor of the Underground Railroad 

b. Risked her lead blacks north to freedom  

c. Freed an estimated 60-70 slaves on 12 missions  

d. Josiah Henson  

2. Frederick Douglass 

a. Former slave who escaped to freedom 

b. Leading abolitionist  

c. The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass  

3. David Walker  

a. Free black in Boston  

b. Walker’s Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World (1829) 

c. More radical- encouraged slave rebellion  

d. Mysteriously ended up dead  

4. Sojourner Truth 

J. Many abolitionists did not believe in the equality of blacks 

1. Ex: Abraham Lincoln  

2. Most saw slavery being bad for whites and democracy in general  

K. Personal liberty laws in the North prohibited state officials from assisting in the capture of 

runaway slaves  

L. Abolitionist political parties 

1. The Liberty Party (1840) 

a. Platform 

i. Prohibit the admission of new slave states 

ii. End slavery in the District of Columbia 

iii. Abolish the interstate slave trade 

iv. Deny slaveholders from holding office  

b. Too radical for most Northern voters  

c. Not only anti-slavery, but associated the spread of slavery as a threat to 

northern ideals 

2. The Free Soil Party (1848) 

3. The Republican Party (1854) 

M. The real battle regarding slavery will not be about slavery itself, but the issue of slavery in the 

territories 

1. The South very much feels it must grow or die as an institution 

2. The North too believes that if slavery is allowed to expand, then it will thrive; if not, 

it will die 

N. The South becomes increasingly defensive of threats to its “way of life” 

1. Driven into a corner 

2. Fear of revolts such as Nat Turner’s Revolt 

3. The South stopped apologizing for slavery and started vehemently defending the 

Peculiar Institution  

O. To end slavery it would take a bloody civil war and finally the Thirteenth Amendment in 

1865 
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Manifest Destiny, Territorial Expansion, and the Mexican War 
 

I. Manifest Destiny 

A. Term coined in the 1840s by John L. O’Sullivan 

1. “The fulfillment of our manifest destiny to overspread the continent allotted by 

Providence for the free development of our yearly multiplying millions... for the 

development of the great experiment of liberty and federative self-government 

entrusted to us.” 

2. The idea of course had existed much earlier and will continue after this time period  

B. Components 

1. Belief that it was the right of the United States to spread across the North American 

continent from sea to shining sea 

2. Extending the area of freedom and democracy 

3. Provides excess population with an outlet; the frontier as a safety valve  

4. Very nationalistic 

5. Extend to the Pacific in order to have greater access to lucrative Asian markets (ex: 

China)  

6. Racial component; superiority of the White Anglo-Saxon Protestants (WASPs) 

7. Bring civilization and uplift the inferior peoples (Mexicans and Indians) who are in 

the way (progress) 

8. Most importantly, it was the God-given right to undertake this mission  

C. Excellent example of “American exceptionalism” 

D. Promoted more by the Democratic Party than the Whigs  

 

II. Review of American Expansion 

A. Treaty of Paris (1783) 

1. The United States gained most everything east of the Mississippi River  

2. Except for Florida (Spanish) and Canada (British) 

B. Louisiana Purchase (1803) 

1. Jefferson merely wanted to acquire the mouth of the Mississippi and New Orleans 

from France but doubled the size of the new nation  

2. Napoleon sold all of Louisiana for $15 million 

3. The borders would later be defined 

a. Ex: the Adams-Onís Treaty dropped any claim the United States had on 

Texas and defined the Red River as the border of Texas 

C. Florida (1819) 

1. Controlled by Spain 

2. Jackson had invaded in 1818 pursuing Indians, convinced the Spanish that they were 

destined to lose Florida 

3. In 1819 Secretary of State John Quincy Adams negotiated the Adams-Onís Treaty  

a. The Spanish gave up Florida to the United States  

b. The United States relinquished claims on Texas 

 

III. Tensions With Britain 

A. Anti-British tradition 

1. “Twisting the lion’s tail”  

a. Term for stirring up anti-British tensions to get votes 

b. Popular among Irish-Americans 

2. The United States and Britain did not become allies until the early 1900s 

3. The U.S. and Britain did collaborate for the Monroe Doctrine 

B. The Caroline incident (1837) 

1. Tensions with Britain because Americans were stirring up rebellious sentiments 

among French Canadians in Quebec 

2. The British set fire to an American ship, the Caroline, on the St. Lawrence River 

who had  been sending supplies to rebels in Canada  

3. Almost led to war 
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C. The “Aroostook War”  

1. Disputed boundary between Maine and Canada, conflict between rival lumberjacks 

in the region  

2. Webster-Ashburton Treaty (1842) 

a. Established the border between lumberjacks in Maine and Canada 

b. Also settled the border of northern Minnesota 

c. Secretary of State Daniel Webster  

d. In an unrelated but important provision, the treaty also obliged the U.S. to 

collaborate with the Royal Navy to suppress the African slave trade  

D. Eventually the U.S. and the British will come to terms and the border between the United 

States and Canada is the longest undefended border in the world due to the Rush-Bagot Treaty 

(1817)- more than 5,000 miles 

 

IV. Texas 

A. Spanish Texas 

1. Texas was sparsely populated under Spanish rule- only a few scattered settlements 

such as San Antonio and Nacogdoches  

2. Started a policy in 1820-1821 to invite American settlers to come to Texas (ex: 

Stephen F. Austin) 

3. 1821: Mexico won its independence from Spain 

B. Mexico encouraged American settlement into Texas 

1. Stephen F. Austin and other empresarios were provided with land grants  

2. Many were from the South attracted by Texas’ fertile lands and they brought their 

slaves with them  

3. By 1835 there were more than 30,000 Anglos in Texas greatly outnumbering 

Tejanos (approximately 10:1) 

4. Mexico increasingly felt there were too many settlers and that they were flaunting 

Mexican law  

a. Slavery; the Mexicans hated slavery  

b. Failing to convert to Catholicism  

5. In the eyes of white Texans, the Mexican government under Santa Anna was 

becoming increasingly tyrannical  

C. The Texas Revolution (1835-1836) 

1. Gonzalez (October 1835): the “Lexington and Concord” of the Texas Revolution  

2. Santa Anna personally led the Mexican Army north to suppress the rebellion in 

Texas  

3. Battle of the Alamo (6 March 1836) 

a. The Alamo was an old Spanish mission in San Antonio 

b. Santa Anna and his army laid a 13-day siege before attacking at dawn 

c. Santa Anna vowed to spare none of the defenders  

d. Approximately 187 Texian defenders were massacred, including Davy 

Crockett, William Barrett Travis, and Jim Bowie  

e. “Remember the Alamo” 

4. Washington-on-the-Brazos (2 March 1836): delegates officially declared 

independence from Mexico  

5. Massacre at Goliad (27 March 1836) 

a. More than 300 Texian soldiers were executed after surrendering  

6. Battle of San Jacinto (21 April 1836) 

a. Texians under Sam Houston defeated Santa Anna’s forces in a mere 18 

minutes; one of the most lopsided victories in military history  as about 650 

Mexicans were killed, 700 taken prisoner including Santa Anna  

b. Santa Anna was spared and allowed to return to Mexico, he provisionally 

granted Texas its independence  

D. The Republic of Texas (1836-1845) 

1. Andrew Jackson 

a. Had sought to purchase Texas before the Revolution 
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b. Friends with Sam Houston- both were from Tennessee and Houston had 

served under Jackson in at Horseshoe Bend 

2. Texas initially wanted to be part of the United States but Jackson refused to annex 

Texas despite his relationship with Houston  

a. The issue of slavery would anger Northerners 

b. Potential problems with Mexico  

c. It was at the end of his term and Jackson’s successor, Martin Van Buren, 

was not very aggressive in trying to annex Texas because of the Panic of 

1837 

3. Led by Sam Houston for much of its 9-year history  

4. Granted generous land grants to American settlers which many accepted during the 

Panic of 1837 

5. Problems facing the Republic of Texas 

a. Inflation, high debts, and other economic problems 

b. Continued problems with Mexico as Mexico never accepted the loss of 

Texas  

c. Do we pursue annexation or try to be our own empire?  

6. Britain desired an alliance with Texas 

a. The importance of Texas cotton 

b. British abolitionists wanted to end the peculiar institution  

c. Way to check U.S. westward expansion  

7. What is the border between Texas and Mexico? 

a. Rio Grande? 

b. Nueces River? (150 miles north of the Rio Grande)   

E. The annexation of Texas (1845) 

1. Secretary of State John C. Calhoun had attempted to pass annexation through the 

Senate but he failed because too much of his argument revolved around slavery  

2. Many Americans were worried about Texas’ growing relationship with Britain  

3. Hot issue in the Election of 1844 

4. Opposed by many Northerners and abolitionists such as John Quincy Adams  

5. John Tyler and annexation  

a. Wanted annexation and capitalized on the Polk’s victory in 1844 and his 

pro-expansion platform to annex Texas 

b. Mostly through the efforts of John Tyler to get annexation through a joint 

resolution (simple majority in both houses) versus a treaty (2/3 majority in 

the Senate) on March 1, 1845 

c. Even though Texas was its own country, a joint resolution was an 

acceptable way to annex Texas because Congress has the power to admit 

new states  

d. Democrats had a large majority in the House but Whigs had a narrow 

majority in the Senate (barely passed 27 to 25; 12 of 15 Southern Whigs 

supported annexation) 

e. By doing this during the during his lame duck period Tyler was able to steal 

some of the glory from Polk  

6. Texas had the option of dividing into five states if it chose to do so  

F. Annexation created tensions between the United States and Mexico because of the contested 

border  and Mexican fears of U.S. expansion  

 

V. Oregon 

A. Initially contested by Spain, Russia, Britain, and the United States, though Britain and the 

United States were the primary ones 

1. British claims were based on the exploration of George Vancouver 

2. American claims were based on Lewis and Clark’s expedition, missionaries in the 

region, and fur trappers  

a. Ex: John Jacob Astor and the American Fur Company  

B. Oregon Territory  
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1. Included present-day Oregon, Washington state, Idaho, and British Columbia  

2. Stretched from the 42 parallel (northern border of present-day California) to 54, 

40 

C. Nations laying claim to Oregon  

1. Britain 

a. Claims based on George Vancouver’s expedition  

b. Fur trappers, but only had a small population  

2. Russia 

a. Claimed Alaska 

b. Dropped claims in 1824-1825, 54,40 was defined as the southern boundary 

of Alaska 

3. Spain 

a. Dropped claims in the Adams-Onís Treaty (1819) when the northern border 

of California was established at the 42
nd

 parallel  

b. Mexico inherited Spain’s boundary  

4. The United States 

a. Lewis and Clark’s expedition 

b. Methodist missionaries in the region  

c. Fur trappers- ex: John Jacob Astor and the American Fur Company  

D. Treaty of 1818: joint occupation of Oregon by the United States and Great Britain  

E. “Oregon Fever” 

1. Mass migration to Oregon in the 1840s 

a. About 6,000 alone between 1843 and 1845 

b. Attracted by the fertility of the Willamette Valley  

c. Some took a southward trail to California  

2. The Oregon Trail 

a. 1843-1844: John C. Frémont mapped overland trails to Oregon and 

California  

b. 2,000 miles from Independence, Missouri to Oregon  

c. Dangerous conditions 

i. Disease and sickness 

ii. Harsh weather 

iii. Difficult terrain (mountains and deserts) 

iv. Shortage of supplies (ex: hunger) 

v. Slow travel 

vi. Hostile Indians though most other challenges posed significantly 

greater dangers 

vii. Ex: the plight of the Donner Party who got caught in the mountains 

during winter and was forced to resort to cannibalism to stay alive  

d. Settlers usually went in wagon trains for protection  

F. Contested claims between the United States and Britain 

1. President Polk made Oregon a major issue in the 1844 election  

a. The U.S. wanted the northern border to be at the 54
0
, 40’ parallel 

b. “Fifty-four Forty or Fight”: slogan for war 

2. Cooler heads prevailed in 1846 and the 49
th

 parallel was settled on as the border 

because Polk could not go to war with both Britain and Mexico at the same time  

a. Vancouver Island, which is below the 49
th

 parallel, went to Britain  

 

VI. James K. Polk and the Election of 1844 

A. James K. Polk 

1. From Tennessee, slaveholder  

2. Such a protégé of Andrew Jackson that he was sometimes known as “Young 

Hickory”  

3. Avid expansionist  

B. Election of 1844 
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1. Tyler hoped annexing Texas would secure reelection but he had alienated too many 

Whigs and the Democrats didn’t want him either  

2. James K. Polk (D) 

a. Dark horse Democratic candidate whose surprisingly won the nomination 

because of his expansionist platform  

b. Polk’s platform: “That the reoccupation of Oregon and the reannexation of 

Texas at the earliest practical period are great American measures.” 

i. Attractive to slaveholders in the South 

ii. By adding Oregon he could claim expansion was a national issue, 

not one which solely benefitted Southern slaveholders 

c. Gave lip service to the tariff to win Northern support  

d. Democrats also benefitted from growing immigrant Catholic vote in 

northern cities  

e. If elected, promised to serve only one term  

3. Henry Clay (Whig) 

a. Clay saw this as finally his chance to be President of the United States 

b. Waffled too much on the issue of annexing Texas 

i. Originally opposed annexation to supporting it half-heartedly  

ii. Led to anti-slavery supporters to vote for the Liberty Party  

4. James G. Birney (Liberty) 

a. Anti-slavery third party  

b. Actually did surprisingly well  

c. Probably pulled enough votes from Clay to cost him the election- especially 

in New York (36 electoral votes)  

d. Abraham Lincoln (Whig Congressman): “If the Whig abolitionists of New 

York had voted with us, Mr. Clay would now be president.” 

5. Polk won a narrow victory  

a. Some argue voter fraud by the Democrats getting immigrants to vote in 

New York also tipped the scales in favor of Polk 

b. Clay had probably been too overconfident vs. a little-known candidate  

C. Polk was perhaps the most successful President in accomplishing what he set out to do  

1. Diffused the Oregon controversy 

2. Finalized the annexation of Texas 

3. Got the United States into war with Mexico which resulted in the United States 

obtaining the American Southwest  

4. When he took office he vowed to serve only one term- he fulfilled his promise and 

accomplished what he set out to do in only four years  

 

VII. The Mexican War (1846-1848) 

A. Known as “Mr. Polk’s War” 

B. Deteriorating relations with Mexico 

1. Polk wanted to purchase California, but the Mexicans refused to sell 

2. Contested border in Texas 

a. The Americans wanted it to be the Rio Grande River 

b. The Mexicans wanted it to be the Nueces River  

3. The Mexicans never fully acknowledged the annexation of Texas  

4. Polk agitating the Mexicans 

a. The U.S. Government informed Americans in California it would be 

sympathetic to a revolt 

b. Polk sent instructions to the Pacific Naval Squadron to go to ready for war 

and go to California 

c. Also sent an expedition under John C. Frémont to California  

C. Beginning of the war 

1. April 1846: Zachary Taylor’s forces in the disputed area between the Rio Grande and 

Nueces Rivers provoked Mexican troops 
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2. A small skirmish killing 11 Americans troops was enough to justify war- this is what 

Polk wanted for he was about to recommend a declaration of war to Congress before 

news of this reached Washington D.C.   

D. Support of the Mexican War 

1. The South supported the war because it would open new areas to slavery 

2. The North, especially abolitionists, opposed the war 

a. Accused Polk of misleading Congress 

b. Saw it was part of a slaveholders’ conspiracy to expand slavery  

3. Several Whigs opposed the war 

4. Lincoln’s “Spot Resolutions”: demanded to know where the fighting occurred  

E. Military successes 

1. Successes in the Southwest 

a. Stephen Kearney captured the Mexican outpost at Santa Fe 

b. John C. Frémont captured California in Mexico and established the “Bear 

Flag Republic” 

2. Zachary Taylor 

a. Northern Mexico  

b. The Battles of Buena Vista, Palo Alto, and Resaca de la Palmas  

3. Winfield Scott  

a. Invaded central Mexico 

b. Captured Vera Cruz  

c. Defeat of the Mexicans at Chapultepec led to the fall of Mexico City  

4. Reasons for U.S. victory 

a. Superior technology (ex: firepower) 

b. Weak Mexican economy and political divisions 

c. Failure of Mexico to gain foreign support 

d. Low morale in the Mexican Army, poor supplies, etc.  

F. Many future leaders of the Civil War were baptized by fire in the Mexican War 

1. Ex: Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant, Jefferson Davis, Stonewall Jackson, etc.  

2. Many officers serving together in the Mexican War would be squaring off against 

each other in the Civil War  

 

VIII. Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848) 

A. Nicholas P. Trist negotiated the treaty  

1. Angered Polk and Polk actually had him recalled 

2. But Trist pulled the trigger on the treaty gaining less territory than Polk wanted  

B. Provisions 

1. The United States paid $15 million for the entire southwestern part of the present-

day United States 

a. Ex: California, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Utah 

b. Actually greater in area than the Louisiana Purchase- 500,000 mi
2
 

2. The southern border of Texas was established at the Rio Grande  

C. The United States could have taken more of Mexico  

1. Did not because it would have had to police unruly Mexican populations  

2. Northerners may have killed the treaty if it had been so ambitious  

3. Mexico already lost 1/3 of its territory  

4. How would you govern so many Mexicans?  

a. Ex: How would you given them citizenship? 

b. There were far fewer Mexicans to worry about in the sparsely-populated 

territory gained by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 

D. The Gadsden Purchase (1853) 

1. The United States bought southern Arizona and New Mexico from Mexico because 

the terrain was more suitable for building a transcontinental railroad 

2. Rounded out what would be the continental United States (the 48 states) 

 

IX. What About Slavery in the Mexican Cession? 
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A. Ralph Waldo Emerson put it best: “The United States will conquer Mexico, but it will be as 

the man swallows the arsenic, which brings him down in turn. Mexico will poison us.” 

B. The question of slavery in the territories was reopened in a major way 

C. It is not merely the question of slavery, but slavery in the territories is ripping the country 

apart 

1. “Grow or die” idea in the South  

2. Northerners wanted to stop the spread of slavery  

D. Wilmot Proviso (1846) 

1. Congressman David Wilmot of Pennsylvania proposed that territory gained from 

Mexico would be free 

2. Wilmot was not an abolitionist but espoused a free soil- free labor position  

a. “…preserve for free white labor a fair country, a rich territory, where the 

sons of toil, of my own race and own color can live without the disgrace 

which the association with Negro slavery brings upon free labor.” 

3. Passed in the House repeatedly but defeated in the Senate  

a. Excellent example of why the sectional balance was so important to the 

South  

4. Sectional divisions 

a. The vote was by sectional lines- not party lines 

b. Southern Whigs split from their party to defeat the measure- an ominous 

sign of the future of the Whig Party  

E. The Compromise of 1850 would attempt to settle the issue of slavery in the Mexican Cession  
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Sectionalism and the Coming of the Civil War, 1840s-1861 
 

I. Slavery in the Territories 

A. The big issue that was polarizing the North and the South was slavery in the territories, not 

merely slavery itself 

1. Many northerners had no problem with slavery where it already existed 

2. This is why the Mexican War created so many sectional tensions that contributed to 

the Civil War 

B. Many examples of trying to solve this problem in the past 

1. 1787: the Northwest Ordinance prohibited slavery in the Old Northwest 

2. 1820: the Missouri Compromise dealt with slavery in the Louisiana Purchase 

3. 1840s-1850s: What do we do about slavery in the newly acquired Mexican Cession? 

a. Ex: Wilmot Proviso (1846) 

 

II. Ideology: North vs. South  

A. The South 

1. Slavery must be able to expand into the territories or the institution will eventually 

die out (GROW OR DIE) 

2. Since slaves are property, they should be able to bring them anywhere they wish 

3. The balance in the Senate must be maintained or the North will have an advantage 

because the South is quickly becoming outnumbered in the House of Representatives 

(population) 

4. The South was increasingly felt as if the institution of slavery were under attack and 

the felt backed into a corner, a siege mentality  

5. Supported the “Gag Rule” 

a. For almost a decade starting in 1836 slavery could not be discussed on the 

floor of the House of Representatives  

6. The South is no longer apologizing for slavery but defending it  

a. John C. Calhoun: “Instead of an evil, slavery is a positive good…the most 

safe and stable basis for free institutions in the world.” 

B. The North 

1. Relatively few in the North were radical abolitionists though popular opinion was 

starting to believe in the evils of slavery  

2. Free soil, free labor ideology  

a. Believe that slavery corrupts society and that white wage laborers were the 

real losers of slavery 

b. Slavery societies were inherently antidemocratic  

c. The South is backwards and has no social mobility  

d. See the South as a society corrupted by slavery, it is not industrious and 

lazy, whereas the North benefits from having no slavery 

e. In short, many northerners fear the Union will come to look like Mississippi  

3. Some see a “slaveholders’ conspiracy” 

a. Ex: the Dred Scott Case 

b. Before the Civil War southerners were particularly strong in the federal 

government  

c. 9 of the first 15 presidents were from the South  

d. The South did seem to have a disproportionate amount of power and 

unashamedly sough the expansion of slavery  

4. Like the South, the North realizes that if slavery is unable to expand, it will 

eventually die 

C. In short, the two regions were becoming increasingly polarized  

 

III. Popular Sovereignty 

A. The people of the territory should be able to determine the status of slavery in their territory  

1. The idea was proposed by Lewis Cass 

2. Clearly the most democratic option 
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B. One problem was that it did not establish when the voters would decide 

1. Territorial stage? 

a. Northerners favored the first meeting of the territorial legislature so that 

slavery could be prohibited before it became entrenched in that territory  

2. When drafting the state constitution? 

a. The South favored this period because slavery would hopefully be well-

established already  

C. But it was the middle path with the increasingly polarized sections and thus it would be 

unacceptable 

1. To the North, since it is such a despicable practice, slavery should not even have the 

opportunity to flourish 

2. The South is a little more supportive of popular sovereignty  

a. But they believe they should not be prohibited from bringing their property 

wherever they wish 

b. In fact, it was the duty of the federal government to protect property rights  

 

IV. Election of 1848 

A. Polk decides not to run for reelection because of ailing health 

B. Lewis Cass (D) vs. Zachary Taylor (Whig) vs. Martin Van Buren (Free Soil Party) 

1. The Free Soilers 

a. Anti-slavery 

b. Slogan of “Free soil, free speech, free labor, and free men.” 

c. Supported the Wilmot Proviso  

d. Much stronger than its predecessor- the Liberty Party (1840) 

e. But only 10% voted with the Liberty Party  

2. The Whigs  

a. Chose Taylor because he was a war hero 

b. Clay had made too many enemies 

3. Taylor won by a narrow margin, primarily because he was a war hero from the 

Mexican War and the Free Soilers took enough votes away from Cass  

C. Taylor would prove to be a short-lived an ineffective president  

1. Taylor was a war hero with no political experience 

2. Died in 1850 

3. Though Taylor was a slaveholder from the South, many southerners felt he did not 

do enough to defend slavery and in fact some believed he was a traitor to his region  

 

V. The California Gold Rush 

A. Pre-gold rush California  

1. Californios (Mexicans) 

2. Native Americans  

3. Anglo-Americans 

a. A few Anglos had started trickling in  

b. But Mexico did not have an open door policy as they had in Texas  

B. Discovery of gold 

1. 1848: gold is discovered at Sutter’s Mill in California near San Francisco  

2. Despite trying to keep the news a secret, the news of gold sparks one of the great 

migrations in U.S. history 

C. “California or Bust”  

1. The Forty-Niners 

2. Primarily young men who are trying to strike it rich  California is a very lawless, 

and wild place 

3. Few were successful in finding gold  

4. Attracted a great deal of diversity  

a. 80% were Anglo-Americans  

b. Chinese laborers 

i. Faced lots of discrimination 
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ii. Chinatowns  

c. Mexican and Latin Americans 

d. Europeans  

D. The population of California dramatically increased 

1. 80,000 alone came in 1849 

2. 1848: only 14,000 non-Indians  1852: 220,000 

3. San Francisco’s population exploded  

4. Since California gains population so quickly, they are the first of the Mexican 

Cession to seek statehood 

E. What to do about slavery in the Mexican Cession? 

1. Some such as Polk wanted 36,30’ to be extended to the Pacific 

2. Others wanted slavery completely banned  

 

VI. The Compromise of 1850 

A. There is the need to resolve the problem of California and the problem of fugitive slaves 

B. Twilight of the leaders of the first half of the nineteenth century (the “Great Triumvirate”) 

1. Daniel Webster 

a. Spoke out on the evil of slavery but urged for compromise in his “Seventh 

of March” address  

b. “I have heard something said about allegiance to the South. I know no 

North, no South, no East, no West to which I owe allegiance. The Union, 

Sir, is my country.” 

2. John C. Calhoun 

a. Spoke out passionately in favor of states’ rights while dying 

b. Literally was rolled into Congress on a cot  

3. Henry Clay 

a. Came through again with a compromise 

b. Wisely packaged the provisions of the compromise so that they would more 

likely be accepted  

C. A new generation of leaders emerged  

1. Many of whom will be leaders in the Civil War 

2. William H. Seward of New York  

a. “Higher Law Speech”: speaks out on the horrors of slavery 

3. Jefferson Davis of Mississippi  

a. Future president of the Confederate States of America 

4. Stephen Douglas of Illinois played a major role in passing the compromise  

D. The situation was very tense and civil war was a real possibility 

1. Southerners suggested secession though most were just bluffing at this point  

2. Taylor had a national view from serving in the military and stood tough threatening 

to use force  

E. Then in the summer of 1850, President Taylor died suddenly and this helped stimulate a spirit 

of compromise  Millard Fillmore became president  

F. Provisions of the Compromise of 1850 

1. California entered the Union as a free state 

2. The status of slavery in the rest of the Mexican Cession will be determined by 

popular sovereignty 

3. A border dispute between Texas and New Mexico will be resolved by Texas ceding 

their land claims and the federal government will assume the debts from the 

Republic of Texas 

4. The abolition of the slave trade in the District of Columbia 

5. A stronger fugitive slave law  

a. Remember the South is having a difficult time with the Underground 

Railroad  

b. Personal Liberty laws in the North were sympathetic to runaway slaves 

c. The Fugitive Slave Law required the North to assist slave catchers return 

runaway slaves or face stiffer penalties for assisting runaways  
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G. The Compromise of 1850 merely delayed the Civil War 

1. It provided no long term solutions, and probably no agreement could not have 

resolved the issue that polarized the two sections 

2. Unfortunate for the South because they would have more likely won the Civil War in 

1850 rather than 1861 

3. Salmon P. Chase: “The question of slavery in the territories has been avoided. It has 

not been settled.” 

 

VII. The End of the Whigs and the Rise of the Republican Party 

A. End of the Whig Party 

1. The Whigs were already fracturing into northern and southern wings  

2. Election of 1852  

a. Franklin Pierce (D) vs. Winfield Scott (Whig) 

b. Pierce won despite being a lackluster candidate  

c. Pierce was from New Hampshire but was known as a “Doughface” (a 

northerner sympathetic to southern causes)  

d. This initiates the beginning of the end of the Whig Party 

3. The Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) will be the nail in the coffin for the Whigs 

B. There will be no Era of Good Feelings, the Republican Party was quickly formed to fill the 

void left by the Whigs 

C. The Republican Party 

1. Attract many diverse interests 

a. Former Whigs 

b. Free Soilers 

c. Know Nothings 

d. A few northern Democrats who opposed slavery 

2. Adopt the free soil, free labor ideology and are thus detested in the South  

3. Attracted extremely effective politicians  

a. William Seward 

b. Salmon P. Chase 

c. Charles Sumner 

d. Abraham Lincoln 

4. Rapidly grew in the second half of the 1850s 

5. Believe in a more active federal government 

a. Expansion of capitalism 

b. Tariffs 

 

VIII. Expanding Outside the Continental United States  

A. Remember, Manifest Destiny does not merely deal with stretching from sea to shining sea; it 

is about the extension of American virtues  

B. “Young America” Movement: Democrats who wanted further expansion outside the 

continental United States 

C. Many in the South are especially eager to expand into the Caribbean and Latin America in 

order to expand slavery 

1. Cuba 

a. The United States attempted to purchase Cuba from Spain  

b. Ostend Manifesto 

i. A secret document that proposed seizing Cuba by force if Spain 

refused to sell  

ii. Confirmed to many northerners the existence of a slaveholders’ 

conspiracy  

2. Filibusters such as William Walker in Nicaragua 

3. Proposals to purchase Hawaii  

D. Opening of Japan to trade 

1. For about 200 years Japan had closed itself off to the world  

2. 1854: Commodore Matthew Perry opened Japan to trade, basically at gunpoint 
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IX. The Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) 

A. The Need for a Transcontinental Railroad 

1. With population increases in Oregon and California, it became necessarily to connect 

east and west with a railroad for economic (trade), political, and military reasons 

2. Where to put the eastern terminus of the railroad? 

a. Clearly the city that gains this plum will benefit greatly  

b. Chicago, Memphis, St. Louis, or New Orleans? 

3. Gadsden Purchase (1853) 

a. Southern congressmen are instrumental in acquiring southern Arizona and 

New Mexico 

b. Would make the southern route more appealing because the land is less 

rugged in the Gadsden Purchase 

B. Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois  

1. Known as the “Little Giant” 

2. Desperately wants the terminus to be in his home state 

3. Needed support from the South in order to get this 

4. Orchestrated the Kansas-Nebraska Act 

C. The Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) 

1. Chicago will be the eastern terminal  

2. The Kansas and Nebraska territories will be determined by popular sovereignty  

a. The assumption is that Kansas will become a slave state and that Nebraska 

will be a free state, thus sectional balance will not be disturbed  

3. The South can go along with this 

a. It invalidated the Missouri Compromise (1820) 

b. The Kansas and Nebraska territories can now have slavery even though they 

are north of 36’30 

D. Political implications 

1. Ended the Whigs and marked the rise of the Republicans 

a. The remaining Southern Whigs broke away  

b. Northern Whigs saw compromise as impossible and a slaveholders’ 

conspiracy lurking  

2. Douglas unintentionally divided the Democratic Party along sectional lines  

a. Lost 60 of 91 seats in Congress in the 1854 mid-term elections 

b. The Democratic Party came to be associated with states’ rights and slavery  

 

X. “Bleeding Kansas” (1855-1857) 

A. Since Kansas was open to popular sovereignty, free-slavery and anti-slavery forces converged 

to influence the status of slavery in the Kansas 

1. Pro-slavery ruffians from Missouri 

2. Northerners encourage free soilers to migrate to Kansas 

a. Ex: the New England Emigrant Aid Society  

3. Many see Kansas as the testing ground for popular sovereignty  

B. A mini-civil war erupted in Kansas 

1. Pro-slavery forces attacked the free forces at Lawrence and burned it to the ground  

2. John Brown and his sons massacred pro-slavery settlers at Pottawatomie Creek  

3. Lots of guerilla warfare  

C. Lecompton Constitution  

1. In 1857 the pro-slavery people propose the Lecompton Constitution  

2. Supported by President Buchanan who was trying to pander to the South  

3. It was invalidated because it was illegally obtained  

D. Presidents Pierce and Buchanan exerted little leadership during the crisis 

 

XI. Election of 1856 

A. John C. Frémont (R) vs. James Buchanan (D) vs. Millard Filmore (Know-Nothing) 
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B. At this time it is unclear whether the Republicans or Know-Nothings will emerge as the 

dominant second party  

1. This was the Republican’s first presidential campaign and are successful considering 

that fact 

2. The Republicans won 11 of 16 free states  

3. The Know-Nothings only captured Maryland and failed to run again 

C. The Democrats promoted popular sovereignty 

D. Buchanan wins but will be a weak president 

1. Will not provide the necessary leadership during this time of crisis  

2. During the campaign he was packaged as a “northern man with southern principles” 

 

XII. Uncle Tom’s Cabin and The Impending Crisis of the South  

A. Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) by Harriet Beecher Stowe 

1. Portrayed the horrors of slavery 

2. Will be one of the most influential novels in American history 

a. Many in the North read and are influenced by it, sold 300,000 copies in a 

year 

b. Lincoln: “So you’re the little woman who wrote the book that made this 

great war.” 

3. Inspired many northern states to pass personal liberty laws  

4. The South’s reaction 

a. The South was naturally angered because of the attacks on its way of life, 

b. Also they argued that since Stowe had never even been to the South she did 

not know what she is talking about- it was not an accurate portrayal of 

slavery   

B. The Impending Crisis of the South (1857) by Hinton Helper 

1. Helper was a white southerner  

2. Argued that non-slaveholding whites are the real losers of slavery  

3. “Slavery lies at the root of all the shame, poverty, ignorance, tyranny, and imbecility 

of the South.”  

C. Both books were banned and even burned in the South 

D. The Baptists and Methodists both split along sectional lines   

1. The Baptists today remain split 

E. Tensions in Congress 

1. Many came to Congress armed  

a. A Congressman from Mississippi even drew a pistol on a colleague from 

the North  

2. The Brooks-Sumner Beating (1856) 

a. Congressman Preston Brooks of South Carolina savagely beat Senator 

Charles Sumner after he talked bad about Brooks’ uncle, Andrew Butler 

b. Brooks came a hero in the South (hundreds of canes were mailed to him to 

replace the one he broke on Sumner) 

 

XIII. Panic of 1857 

A. Causes 

1. Too much gold from California 

2. End of the Crimean War (grain exports) 

B. The North is hurt much more by the depression than the South 

1. The South will be relatively well-off as the 1850s in general are a decade of great 

prosperity because of high cotton prices  

2. Will mistakenly convince the South of the supposed superiority of their economy 

and “King Cotton” 

3. No coincidence it is in 1858 when Senator Hammond delivered his “King Cotton” 

Speech  

C. By early 1859 the economy was on the rebound  
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XIV. Dred Scott Case (1857) 

A. Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) 

B. Dred Scott 

1. A slave, Scott sued for his freedom when his master died 

2. He had lived in free territory for a considerable amount of time  

C. Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, a slaveholder from Maryland, ruled: 

1. Scott’s travels to free areas did not make him free  

2. Since Dred Scott was a slave, he was not a citizen, therefore he could not sue 

a. The case should have ended there 

3. The Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional 

4. The federal government could not stop the movement of property throughout the 

territories   

D. The ruling polarize the two sections even more 

1. The South rejoiced with the decision 

2. The North was angry 

a. Feared a second Dred Scott case where slavery could be brought into free 

states 

b. Confirmed many northerners belief of a “slaveholders’ conspiracy” 

c. Some called it the “greatest crime in the annals of the republic” 

d. Strengthened the Republican Party  

 

XV. Lincoln-Douglas Debates (1858) 

A. Abraham Lincoln (R) vs. Stephen Douglas (D) battle for an Illinois Senate seat 

1. Illinois was an interesting state because it was a northern free state but had strong 

southern sentiments in the southern counties 

2. Travel throughout the state debating 

3. Seven debates in different cities  

4. Thousands attended to see these two great debates square off  

5. National attention turns to these debates because of the quality of these debates and 

the national name-recognition of Douglas 

B. Lincoln  

1. Opposed the spread of slavery based on free soil, free labor ideology  

2. “A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure 

permanently half slave and half free.” 

C. Douglas 

1.  “Freeport Doctrine” 

a. A territorial legislature can prohibit slavery no matter what the Supreme 

Court ruled  

b. Alienated the South who was already upset with Douglas’ role in rejecting 

the Lecompton Constitution  

2. Came across badly as having a moral indifference to slavery  

3. Painted the Republicans as the “Black Republicans”  

D. Douglas won the battle but lost the war 

1. Douglas won the Senate seat in 1858 

2. Lincoln will win the presidency in 1860 and Douglas will lose primarily because of 

the Freeport Doctrine 

3. The Republicans received enough positive publicity to win a majority in the House 

of Representatives  

 

XVI. John Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry (1859) 

A. The same John Brown who massacred pro-slavery forces at Pottawatomie Creek in Kansas 

wanted to lead a massive slave insurrection by seizing the federal arsenal at Harper’s Ferry 

(present-day West Virginia) 

B. Botched rebellion 

1. 16 October 1859: Brown and his followers were able to seize Harper’s Ferry but his 

plans then fall apart 
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a. Had not even informed slaves of his plans 

b. Did not seem to even have a plan for once Harper’s Ferry was captured  

2. Federal troops led by Robert E. Lee (future general of the Confederate armies) 

retook Harper’s Ferry  

3. Brown and his followers were captured and charged with treason 

C. Brown’s trial: Brown is convicted of treason and executed 

1. Many in the North treated Brown as a martyr 

a. Emerson: “He will make the gallows as holy as the cross.”  

2. The South is outraged that the North would treat such a lunatic as a martyr, and he 

wants to do what is the South’s greatest fear-a massive slave rebellion 

3. Historian James McPherson: “They (the South) identified Brown with the 

abolitionists, the abolitionists with the Republicans, and the Republicans with the 

North.” 

 

XVII.  The Election of 1860  

A. The country is clearly polarized after the turbulence of the 1850s 

B. The South’s fear of the Republicans 

1. See them as a bunch of radical abolitionists (not really true) and are very fearful 

2. In reality, the Republicans, especially Lincoln, were not radical abolitionists 

C. The Republicans 

1. In only their second presidential election, nominated Abraham Lincoln because he is 

seen as a moderate 

2. Passed over more experienced but more radical candidates (ex: William Seward of 

New York) 

3. Expanded the party’s platform to be more than stopping the spread of slavery  

a. Ex: building a transcontinental railroad  

D. The Democrats split at their convention in Charleston  

1. Stephen Douglas was the party’s nominee 

2. The South  

a. Did not trust Stephen Douglas because of the Freeport Doctrine 

b. The Southern wing broke away and nominated John C. Breckinridge of 

Kentucky  

3. The Northern wing of the Democratic Party stayed with Stephen Douglas 

E. A compromise candidate, John Bell of the Constitutional Union Party, tried to maintain the 

middle path 

F. Lincoln won 

1. Won only 40% of the popular vote 

2. Won easily in the Electoral College despite not winning a single southern state 

a. He did not even campaigned in the South  

b. Lincoln was not even on the ballot in 10 of 15 southern states  

G. The South’s conclusion: they have lost their political power at the national level and the evil 

Republicans will end slavery, if not now, eventually in the near future  

 

XVIII. Secession 

A. Why stick around when your political power is gone? 

B. “Fire eaters”: southern radicals 

C. 20 December 1860: South Carolina is the first to secede from the Union  

1. No coincidence that South Carolina was first  

2. The states of the Lower South follow through February: Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 

Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas 

D. February 1861: these seven states meet in Montgomery, Alabama to form the Confederate 

States of America  

1. The constitution of the C.S.A. is very similar to the U.S. Constitution except it makes 

a provision for slavery  

2. George Washington is on the seal of the C.S.A. 
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3. Very much belief that King Cotton will be their trump card because foreign nations 

depend on it so much 

4. Really, how different is the South from the North? 

E. President Buchanan exerted no leadership in the lame duck period as the country was 

breaking apart  

1. Lame duck period: between the election and the inauguration of the new president 

a. Then: November-March 

b. Now: November-January  

2. Declared secession illegal but denied the right of the federal government to restore 

the Union by force 

3. Walked the halls of the White House looking at the portraits of former presidents 

muttering to himself: “I am the last President of the United States.”  

F. Failure of the Crittenden Compromise 

1. Senator John Crittenden of Kentucky 

2. Advocated extending the line of the Missouri Compromise (36
o
 30’) to the Pacific 

Ocean 

3. Proposed a constitutional amendment prohibiting the federal government from 

abolishing or regulating slavery  

4. Opposed by Lincoln  

G. Lincoln 

1. He is not a radical abolitionist, he merely wants to stop the spread of slavery 

a. He has not intent on attacking slavery where it already exists 

b. This is not good enough for the South  

2. He will fight the Civil War to preserve the Union no matter what  

a. Believed the Union is perpetual and the South has no right to secede  

b. “If I can preserve the Union free all of the slaves, I would. If I could 

preserve the Union by freeing none of the slaves, I would.” 
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The Civil War, 1861-1865 
 

I. Brother Against Brother  

A. Greatest of all wars fought by Americans 

1. Casualties 

a. > 600,000 dead 

i. The equivalent today would be 13 million  

b. Another 400,000 were wounded  

i. Into the 1920s it was not uncommon to see old men with empty 

sleeves and pant legs  

ii. Untold # of psychiatric casualties that were poorly diagnosed and 

treated  

2. More than all American wars through most of Vietnam combined 

3. Brother vs. brother 

a. Very popular metaphor to describe the Civil War 

b. Particularly evident in border states such as Missouri and Kentucky 

c. Many officers fought against former classmates from West Point  

4. Four years of agony, 1861-1865 

B. It was amazing considering the two sides shared many common characteristics 

1. History 

a. Both sides cherished the Revolutionary Era  

b. Ex: the Confederacy had George Washington on its official seal  

2. Cultural background 

a. These were not two different ethnic groups that despised each other 

b. Basically share an Anglo-Saxon heritage  

3. Language 

4. Religious beliefs  

5. Belief in a republican government   

C. Yet the country was able to unite after all of this and emerge stronger than ever  

1. Unlike other nations’ civil wars, we have not had a series of civil wars 

2. Slavery was abolished  

3. The dominance of the federal government over the states was asserted 

a. No state has seriously considered seceding from the Union since the Civil 

War  

b. Before the Civil War the United States was often referred to in the plural 

(ex: the United States are) and after it became singular (the United States is) 

c. Not only was the Union preserved but the sense of union was strengthened  

d. Precedents for more active federal government  

4. But the South was devastated and lagged behind for decades, the North was 

propelled forward- especially industrialization  

D. The conflict has captivated Americans’ interest for the last 150 years  

 

II. Secession and the Confederate States of America 

A. The North and the South were simply too polarized to continue to coexist together 

1. A Southern slaveholder: “These (Northern) people hate us, annoy us, and would 

have us assassinated by our slaves if they dared. They are a different people from us, 

whether better or for worse, and there is no love between us- why continue 

together?” 

2. Ralph Waldo Emerson: “I do not see how a barbarous community and a civilized 

community can continue to live together.” 

B. Election of 1860: Lincoln (R) wins  

C. The Lower South secedes 

1. 20 December 1860: South Carolina was first 

2. Six other states of the Deep South followed by mid-February 1861 

a. Mississippi (January 9) 

b. Florida (January 10) 
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c. Alabama (January 11) 

d. Georgia (January 19) 

e. Louisiana (January 26) 

f. Texas (February 1) 

D. Creation of the Confederate States of America 

1. Met in Montgomery, Alabama in February 1861 

2. Relative moderates, no fire eaters  

3. Drafted a constitution similar to the U.S. Constitution except that it specifically 

permitted slavery  

4. Named Jefferson Davis of Mississippi to be president and Alexander Stephens of 

Georgia as vice president  

E. Jefferson Davis 

1. Davis was a Mississippi planter with impeccable credentials 

a. War hero from the Mexican War 

b. Former Secretary of War 

c. Seemingly there was no one more qualified to lead the Confederacy; on 

paper he was more qualified to be commander-in-chief during wartime than 

Lincoln  

d. But Davis was moody and inflexible at times, a micromanager; and he had 

the herculean task of leading a war effort that faced so many daunting 

challenges  

2. Davis was careful to appoint cabinet members representing all 7 states of the 

Confederacy  

F. The Upper South  

1. Initially reluctant to secede- followed only after Fort Sumter (April 1861) 

2. Virginia (April 17) 

a. Virginia was particularly important because of the wealth and resources it 

brought the Confederacy and its historical significance  

b. The Confederate capital was moved from Montgomery to Richmond, 

Virginia (only 100 miles from Washington D.C.) 

3. Arkansas (May 6) 

4. North Carolina (May 20) 

5. Tennessee (June 8) 

6. These states were important because they had the 3 most populous states in the 

Confederacy and possessed many of the breadbasket regions, lots of horses, etc.  

7. The yeomen farmers in the upper South believed it best to secede rather than 

participate in Lincoln’s army 

G. The case of Robert E. Lee 

1. Lee was a high ranking officer in the United States Army 

a. He was offered command of the Union’s army  

2. But he was from Virginia and Virginia was where his loyalties ultimately lay 

a. “If the Union is dissolve, I shall return to my native state and share in the 

miseries of my people. Save in her defense, I will draw my sword no more.”  

H. Why not simply allow the South to secede? 

1. Some Northerners were content with the South leaving but the majority were 

committed to preserving the Union  

2. Strong belief in the sanctity of the Union and the South did not have the right to 

secede  

a. Boston Daily Traveler: No state can legally leave the Union. What is called 

"the right of secession" has no existence. It means the right of revolution, 

which belongs to every people....If the revolution succeeds, history justifies 

them; if they fail, it condemns them, even while not condemning their 

motives of action....If South Carolina should rebel,--and secession is 

rebellion,--and if other states should join her, it would be the duty of the 

general government to compel them to observe the law.... 

b. The Constitution neither specifically allows or forbids the right of secession  
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3. Many more problems would have arose if the federal government had permitted the 

Confederate states to go on their own way 

 

III. Fort Sumter and Lincoln’s War Aims 

A. The Confederate government seized all federal property, forts, and arsenals across the South 

with the exception of: 

1. Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina 

2. Fort Pickens in Pensacola, Florida 

3. Two insignificant forts in the Florida Keys  

B. Lincoln stated he would do nothing about federal property already confiscated by the 

Confederates but would protect federal property still in federal hands 

C. Fort Sumter 

1. Located at a strategic location in the middle of Charleston Harbor 

2. The fort was running low on supplies 

3. Lincoln stated he would resupply the fort but not reinforce it with troops 

4. The ball was now in the Confederacy’s court and it decided it needed to bombard the 

fort 

5. Confederate bombardment of Ft. Sumter (12-13 April 1861) 

a. Miraculously no one was killed even though the fort was reduced to rubble  

b. Fort Sumter surrendered and remained in Confederate hands for much of 

the rest of the war 

c. The official start of the Civil War 

6. Very wise move by Lincoln because he had maneuvered to make the Confederacy 

look like the aggressor 

D. On April 15
th

 Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers to put down the insurrection  

1. Enlistment offices were so swamped that volunteers had to be turned away  

2. Did result in the secession of the Upper South  

E. Lincoln’s war aims 

1. Remember, Lincoln did not take office wanting to free the South’s slaves; he merely 

wants to stop the spread of slavery  

2. Lincoln’s #1 priority was to PRESERVE THE UNION  

a. “If I could save the Union without freeing any slaves, I would do it; and if I 

could save it by freeing all the slaves, I would do it; and if I could do it by 

freeing some and leave others alone, I would also do that.” 

 

IV. Lincoln’s Measures to Keep the Border States 

A. Four slaveholding border states who had not seceded from the Union 

1. Delaware 

a. Its location controlled access to Philadelphia  

b. Less than 0.6% of the population was slave- its loyalty was never in doubt 

2. Missouri 

a. Large pro-Union German immigrant population, especially in St. Louis  

b. But if it had seceded it would have considerably helped the Confederacy in 

the West 

c. Nasty battles between pro and anti-slavery forces during the Civil War; 

carry over from some of the Bleeding Kansas conflicts  

3. Kentucky 

a. Very important because of its location on the Ohio River  

b. Lincoln: “I hope God is on our side, but we must have Kentucky.” 

4. Maryland 

a. Washington D.C. would have been completely surrounded by Confederate 

territory if it had seceded 

b. Strong southern sentiments in parts of the state 

i. Lincoln was so concerned for his safety that on the way to his 

inauguration to D.C. he travelled through Baltimore incognito  
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c. Pro-Confederate mob in Baltimore even attacked Union troops at the 

beginning of the war  

5. If Missouri, Maryland, and Kentucky had seceded, they would have added to the 

Confederate States of America: 

a. 45% of white population  

b. 80% of its manufacturing capacity 

c. 40% of mules and horses  

d. The Confederacy will attempt unsuccessfully to invade Missouri, Kentucky, 

and Maryland early in the war and brings these states into the Confederate 

fold  

B. Lincoln’s measures to prevent secession  

1. Martial law declared in Maryland 

2. Suspension of the writ of habeas corpus 

a. Writ of habeas corpus: prevents unjust arrests and imprisonments  

b. Lincoln did this in violation of a Court decision because he argued the 

Constitution stated it could be suspended “when in cases of Rebellion or 

Invasion the public Safety may require it.”  

3. Intimidation of voters by stationing troops at polling places  

4. Imprisonment of several key Maryland secessionists  

5. Lincoln: “The people do not have the democratic right to be wrong.” 

C. Lincoln did not even declare war because it would have meant recognizing the Confederacy 

as an independent nation; makes it easier to restore the Union  

1. Imposed a blockade without Congressional approval 

2. Raised an army without officially declaring war  

D. Was Lincoln justified in using perhaps unconstitutional means to keep these states loyal to the 

Union?  

 

V. Advantages/Disadvantages 

 

 Confederacy Union 

 

Winning the War 

Defensive war- must avoid defeat but 

can win without actually scoring a 

decisive victory  

Must forcibly bring the Confederate states 

into the Union; a draw may not result in 

the preservation of the Union  

 

Military leaders 

Strong- ex: Lee, Stonewall Jackson, 

J.E.B. Stuart, etc.; stronger military 

tradition in the South  

Fumbled through a series of commanders 

early in the war before finding two very 

capable commanders- Ulysses S. Grant 

and William Tecumseh Sherman  

 

Political leaders 

Problem of creating a government from 

scratch; Jefferson Davis was a 

micromanager who bungled the 

Confederate war effort  

Lincoln proved to be a very effective 

leader and had exceptional vision of how 

the war should be conducted; effective 

cabinet members such as William Seward 

and Salmon P. Chase  

 

Average Soldier 

Typically better because of 

rural/agrarian background (ex: shooting, 

riding horses, living off the land, etc.) 

Did have tough fighters from the Midwest, 

but also had lots of city boys and 

immigrants who were not quite as good as 

the average Southern soldier  

 

 

Population 

9 million (approximately 4 million were 

slaves) 

 

The South fielded and equipped 800,000 

troops 

22 million  

 

The North fielded and equipped 2 million 

troops  

 

National 

wealth/industry 

Limited industrial base, but did a fairly 

good job of producing goods; defeated 

as war ravaged Southern territory  

¾ of the nation’s national wealth  

 

9 times the industrial capacity of the South  

 

Strengthened as the war progressed  
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Railroads 

Limited and rickety railroad network- 

the South actually had difficulty feeding 

itself because it could not transport 

crops. Ex: different railroad gauges and 

had difficulty maintaining what they did 

have  

Extensive rail network (71% of the 

nation’s mileage) 

 

Played a major role in Union victory  

 

Diplomacy 

Unable to convince Britain or France to 

join the war- failure of “King Cotton 

Diplomacy” 

Successfully kept Britain and France out 

of the war despite leaning in favor of the 

Confederacy  

 

 

Moral cause 

Both sides were initially high, but the 

South’s morale deteriorated because of 

shortages and Union penetration into the 

South  

Strong belief in preserving the Union and 

the Emancipation Proclamation added 

another dynamic  

 

Ex: Gettysburg Address articulated what 

the North was fighting for  

 

 

Naval power 

Have virtually no navy in the beginning, 

but do build the Merrimack and even the 

world’s first functioning submarine- the 

CSA Hunley. Blockade runners like the 

Alabama are sometimes successful and 

privateers preying on Union shipping  

Strong navy that can impose a blockade 

and conduct operations on southern rivers 

in tandem with the Army 

 

Eventually had 671 ships 

 

VI. Northern Strategy 

A. The Anaconda Plan 

1. Developed by the aging Mexican War hero Winfield Scott 

2. Two parts 

a. Blockade the Confederate coast 

b. Divided the Confederacy by taking control of Southern rivers, especially the 

Mississippi  

c. These two parts would contribute to the ultimate checkmate: the capture of 

Richmond  

3. Effective 

a. The blockade restricted the flow of exports and imports and contributed to 

shortages in the South  

i. Reduced Confederate seaborne trade to less than 1/3 of prewar 

levels 

ii. Ex: by the end of the war wallpaper was being used to write letters  

iii. And it was implemented with only 5% of the Union’s military 

personnel 

b. Combined army/navy operations played a huge role in winning the war  

c. Maximized several Union advantages and increased the odds of the North 

winning a war of attrition  

B. War of attrition 

1. Who can last the longest? 

a. As the war lengthens which side is going to get stronger? Who is going to 

wear down? 

2. Obviously, the North has advantages which make victory more likely as the war 

progressed  

3. Lincoln and Generals Ulysses S. Grant and William Tecumseh Sherman realized in 

1864 the South would wear down; implemented a strategy to wage this type of war  

a. Simultaneous attacks on the Confederacy on several different fronts 

b. Lincoln put it best: “If you ain’t skinning, at least you can hold a leg.”  

 

VII. The Failure of “King Cotton Diplomacy” 

A. A divided United States was to Britain and France’s advantage 
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1. Britain especially was wary of the growing power of the United States and the threat 

it posed  

2. The upper classes in Britain generally favored the Confederacy whereas the working 

class were more likely to support the North  

3. France was able to temporarily control Mexico while the United States was tied up 

due to the Civil War  

B. The Confederacy relied on cotton to bring foreign support from France and Britain  

1. In 1860 Great Britain received ¾ of its cotton from the South 

C. How Britain would have changed the nature of the Civil War 

1. Britain would have neutralized Union naval superiority  

2. The North would have been forced to fight a two-front war (Canada) 

D. Union diplomats played major roles in keeping Britain on the sidelines 

1. Secretary of State William Seward 

2. Ambassador to Britain Charles Francis Adams 

E. The Trent Affair (1861) 

1. A blockading Union ship, the U.S.S. San Jacinto, seized two Confederate diplomats, 

James M. Mason and John Sliddell, from a British ship- the Trent 

2. The British were irate but the crisis was diffused when the United States apologized 

and Mason and Sliddell were released  

3. Probably the closest Britain came to entering the war 

F. The British did help build Confederate privateers such as the Alabama which wrecked havoc 

on Union shipping and sold arms to the Confederacy (ex: Einfield rifles)  

G. So why did the Europeans fail to join the Confederacy? 

1. They were reluctant to declare war to begin with, needed a really good reason 

2. Relied heavily on northern wheat, more than anyone had realized   

3. Cotton 

a. The South actually hurt itself by producing surpluses in the late 1850s 

b. Britain acquired cotton from new sources such as India and Egypt 

c. The North was increasingly shipping seized cotton abroad 

4. Failure of a decisive Confederate victory- there was no Saratoga 

5. Emancipation Proclamation 

a. Britain could not fight for a slaveholding country against one that was 

fighting for the abolition of slavery 

b. Slavery was such a touchy issue that the Confederacy had a provision in its 

constitution prohibiting the import of slaves to avoid alienating Britain  

H. French intervention in Mexico  

1. The U.S. was too preoccupied to enforce the Monroe Doctrine 

2. The Mexicans eventually took care of things on their own (the events that lead to 

today’s celebration of Cinco de Mayo) 

 

VIII. The Emancipation Proclamation and African-Americans 

A. Blacks in the South 

1. Supporting the Confederate war effort 

a. A few followed their masters to the army where they performed menial 

duties (ex: taking care of horses, cooking, etc.) 

b. Were able to perform work behind the lines freeing up a larger percentage 

of white males to serve in the Confederate military (ex: teamsters, digging 

ditches, etc.) 

2. Slaves on the home front 

a. There were fewer white males in the countryside so in many instances the 

mistress ran the farms and plantations 

b. Slaves were not ignorant they had a much greater grasp of what was going 

on through the “grapevine telegraph” than their masters appreciated 

c. Lots of passive resistance 

i. One planter complained “We have a terrible state of affairs here of 

Negroes refusing to work.” 
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ii. Running away and acting insolent  

d. Slaves close to Union lines made the most of the opportunity to runaway 

i. Perhaps ¼ of the Confederacy’s slaves fled to Union lines during 

the war  

B. Union acts regarding slavery prior to the Emancipation Proclamation 

1. Lincoln wanted to abolish slavery but realized he must act cautiously 

a. Four slave states remained in the Union 

b. Did not want to alienate conservatives 

c. Lots of racism in the North 

d. Promoted various schemes to relocate blacks to Haiti or Panama  

e. While he came around to the need to abolish slavery, Lincoln needed an 

ideal opportunity- did not want to look desperate  

2. 1861: Congress voted almost unanimously that the Civil War was to be fought to 

preserve slavery- not abolish slavery  

3. Slaves who fled to Union lines were declared to be “contraband” of war by General 

Benjamin Butler in Virginia and the precedent was soon followed elsewhere 

a. Since slaves would benefit the Confederate war-effort they would not be 

returned  

b. The Fugitive Slave Law was no longer in effect 

4. March 1862: slavery was abolished in the District of Columbia 

5. June 1862: outlawed slavery in the territories  

6. Second Confiscation Act (1862) 

a. Liberated slaves who resided in Union-occupied territory if their master was 

disloyal  

b. Slaves who were captured were set free 

C. The Emancipation Proclamation 

1. After the Union victory at Antietam (September 1862) Lincoln decided to issue the 

Emancipation Proclamation 

2. Went into effect January 1, 1863 

3. Slaves in areas under Confederate control “shall be henceforward, and forever free” 

4. Did not apply to the border states who remained loyal or areas controlled by Union 

forces  

5. So really, the Emancipation Proclamation freed no one  

6. The success of the Emancipation Proclamation 

a. Accelerated the number of slaves who ran away  

b. Committed the Union to the eventual abolition of slavery 

c. France and Britain would never support a slaveholding society versus one 

that was trying to abolish slavery; a smashing diplomatic success  

7. Slavery was not permanently abolished across the United States until the ratification 

of the Thirteenth Amendment (1865) 

D. Black troops 

1. The push to use black soldiers 

a. Black troops were only used after the Emancipation Proclamation  

b. Abolitionists like Frederick Douglass saw military service as a vehicle for 

social advancement 

i. “Once we let the black man get upon his person the brass letter 

U.S., let him get an eagle on his button, and a musket on his 

shoulder and bullets in his pocket, there is no power on earth that 

can deny that he has earned the right to citizenship.”  

c. Military necessity  

i. The lengthening and ever-increasingly bloody war created the need 

to seek more man power 

ii. It was a way to weaken the Confederacy  

2. Approximately 200,000 served in the Union army 

a. Commanded by white officers 

b. Racist assumptions that blacks made poor soldiers  
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c. Were a highly motivated and effective fighting force when adequately 

trained and led (ex: the 54
th

 Massachusetts) 

d. Often performed menial duties such as digging trenches, etc.  

e. Faced discrimination 

i. Ex: being paid less than white soldiers  

f. 37,000 died during the course of the war  

g. Targets of violence and retribution by Confederate troops 

i. Ex: massacre of black soldiers who surrendered at Fort Pillow 

ii. Because of this the Union suspended all prisoner exchanges  

3. The South was in a difficult position: should we arm the slaves? 

a. Some sort of incentive would have to be given- such as freedom 

b. If that is the case- what are we fighting for? 

c. One Southern Congressman put it best: “If slaves make good soldiers our 

whole theory of slavery is wrong.” 

d. At the very end of the war the Confederate Congress decided in a desperate 

move to arm blacks but none actually saw combat before the war ended  

 

IX. The Home Front and Total War 

A. Raising an army 

1. Both sides had little to start with when the war began 

a. The pre-Civil War U.S. Army consisted of only 16,000 men, most of whom 

served on the frontier 

b. The Confederates of course had to create an army from scratch  

2. Both sides initially used volunteers, but as the war dragged on and the casualties 

mounted this was no longer feasible 

3. Conscription: draft 

a. April 1862: the Confederacy was already forced to resort to a draft 

b. Union army began drafting in mid-1863 

4. Opposition to the draft 

a. On both sides the wealthy could hire substitutes  

b. In the South planters owning 20 or more slaves were exempt- the “twenty 

nigger law”  

c. Some Confederate states refused to fulfill their allotments  

d. “A rich man’s war, a poor man’s fight” 

e. New York City Draft Riots (July 1863) 

i. Predominantly Irish laborers who resented the Emancipation 

Proclamation and the burden they bore during the war  

ii. Recent immigrants, especially the Irish, were prone to be 

conscripted  

iii. Blacks were terrorized, the Colored Orphanage was even destroyed  

iv. The largest civil disturbance in our nation’s history  

v. Lasted five days and more than 128 were killed 

vi. Highlighted class and racial tensions in the North  

B. Financing the War  

1. The Union 

a. Imposed an income tax for the first time (the income tax as we know it 

didn’t come about until the Sixteenth Amendment in 1913) 

b. Issuing of “greenbacks”- paper money 

c. Increased tariffs  

d. Excise and sales taxes  

e. Selling of bonds 

f. Did not have major problems with inflation because of the variety of ways 

the government raised money  

2. The Confederacy  

a. Borrowed from foreign nations but was fairly limited 

b. Resistant to raising taxes  
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c. Printed paper money-resulted in skyrocketing inflation 

i. Confederate currency became so worthless that it was used as 

wallpaper  

ii. People stopped accepting Confederate currency and bonds  

iii. At the end of the war a barrel of flour in Richmond cost $250 

iv. By 1865 prices had risen 92 times of their 1861 levels  

v. Bread riots in Southern cities such as Richmond because 

commodity prices increased so much  

C. Agriculture 

1. The Union  

a. Increasing mechanization of agriculture (ex: McCormick reapers)  

b. Wheat became an extremely valuable commodity, especially abroad  

c. Ex: in 1863 the North produced more wheat than the entire country did in 

1859  

2. The Confederacy  

a. Production decreased due to manpower shortages and the ruin of war 

b. The Confederacy lost some its most important breadbasket regions early in 

the war 

c. Still too dependent on cotton  

D. Industry  

1. The Union 

a. The economy and industry boomed and the stage was set for the industrial 

explosion of the post-Civil War era 

b. Ex: in 1864 iron production was 29% higher than the previous high of 1856 

c. Increased traffic on canals and railroads 

d. Railroad building increased  

e. The North’s economy boomed and created a new millionaire class  

f. Struggles of the working class  

2. The Confederacy 

a. Actually did a better job than expected under the leadership of Josiah 

Gorgas 

b. Ironically it would be agriculture that failed the Confederacy  

E. Women 

1. Increased role in the workforce 

a. As in all wars women were forced to fulfill roles traditionally filled by men 

b. Worked as clerks and fulfilled other roles in the bureaucracy  

c. Some industrial jobs  

2. Nurses 

a. Ex: Clara Barton who later founded the Red Cross 

b. The war made nursing a respectable profession for middle-class women  

3. The U.S. Sanitary Commission  

a. Led by Dorothea Dix and Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell  

b. Promoted health in army camps 

c. Despite these efforts Union soldiers were twice as likely to die from disease 

than battlefield casualties  

4. Women in the South  

a. Faced particularly taxing roles 

b. Forced to manage farms and plantations, and occasionally unruly slaves 

with a shortage of men 

 

X. The Curse of States’ Rights and the Failure of Confederate Nationalism  

A. Modern wars require a strong central government to coordinate and mobilize the war effort 

B. States’ rights would prove to hurt the Confederate cause 

1. Specific examples of states undermining the Confederate war effort 
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a. Governor Zebulon Vance of North Carolina would not permit warehouses 

of shoes to go to non-North Carolinian troops while Confederate armies 

were largely barefoot 

b. Governor Brown of Georgia would not permit Georgia troops to fight 

outside the states 

2. West Virginia seceded from Virginia and Georgia threatened to secede from the 

Confederacy  

3. The Confederacy failed to develop a nationalism that transcended state loyalties  

C. Opposition to the war 

1. Mountainous areas  

2. Confederate officials complained of bands of deserters roaming the countryside, 

farmers refusing to provide supplies. Etc. 

3. Some areas are in a state of open rebellion (ex: Jones County, Mississippi)  

D. Since there were no political parties all blame, fairly and unfairly, was heaped on Jefferson 

Davis 

E. Desertion was a major problem for Confederate armies from late 1863 to the end of the war  

 

XI. Politics in the North During the Civil War  

A. Opposition to the War 

1. Butternut region 

a. Southern Ohio, Illinois, Indian 

b. Strong Southern sentiments; opposed an antislavery war 

2. Copperheads 

a. Anti-war Democrats who were also known as the Peace Democrats  

b. Led by Clement L. Vallandigham, exiled to Canada 

c. 13,000 were arrested and imprisoned  

3. Suppression of dissent like in the border states 

a. Ex: the press was suppressed in a few areas  

B. A Republican-dominated Congress passed several important pieces of legislation 

1. Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase 

2. Railroad subsidies and the construction of the transcontinental railroad (Pacific 

Railroad Act) 

3. Tariffs doubled during the Civil War  

4. Morrill Land Grant Act of 1862 

a. Provided for the establishment of agricultural and mechanical colleges 

b. Had been blocked by the South before the war  

c. Ex: Texas A&M  

5. Homestead Act of 1862 

a. Provided 160 acres of free land in exchange for improving the land within 

five years 

b. Done to promote settlement of the West  

c. This had been blocked by the South before the war  

6. Banking and currency reform (National Banking Act) 

7. Other measures to help industry  

C. Election of 1864 

1. There were questions of whether to have an election during war time but it 

occurred as scheduled and the U.S. has never missed a regularly scheduled 

election  

2. Lincoln (R) vs. George McClellan (D)  

3. McClellan, though a former general, was committed to ending the war 

4. The Democrats played on racial fears (ex: miscegenation) and the bloody war 

(“Abe the Widow Maker”) 

5. Lincoln chose Andrew Johnson, a War Democrat from Tennessee, as Vice 

President  

6. 78% of Union soldiers voted for Lincoln  



 178 

7. Lincoln won largely due to Union successes in the fall of 1864, especially 

Sherman’s successes in Georgia (Atlanta) 

8. Crushing blow to the morale of the South because the election demonstrated the 

North’s resolve to finish the game  

 

XII. Major Battles and Campaigns 

A. Extremely bloody battles 

1. Military technology made Civil War battles very bloody 

a. Rifles and minié balls increased range and accuracy  

b. Improved artillery 

2. Tactics lagged behind the technology 

a. Ex: both sides fought in rows of standing men blazing away at one another  

3. Despite this disease was still the #1 cause of death for Civil War soldiers 

a. Contagious diseases swept through camps (ex: measles) 

b. Poor sanitation in camps (ex: dysentery) 

c. Do not yet understand the germ theory of disease so lack of sanitation (ex: 

sterilization of surgical instruments) and infection often made nonlethal 

wounds fatal  

B. Bull Run  

1. 21 July 1861 

2. First major battle of the war 

3. Both sides anticipated a quick decisive battle ending the war 

4. Northerners even came to picnic and watch the battle before the war was over 

5. The Union Army advanced from Washington D.C. and marched South to try to 

capture Richmond  

6. The Union advance was stopped by Thomas J. Jackson’s men 

a. Hence earned the nickname “Stonewall” 

7. The Union army retreated in chaos to Washington D.C.  

a. The Confederates were unable to capitalize on their victory  

8. Increased Southern overconfidence  

C. Peninsular Campaign 

1. Spring 1862 

2. “On to Richmond” 

a. Belief that capturing Richmond will force the Confederacy to fold 

b. This time instead of coming from the North, this time the Union army 

would advance from the east up one of Virginia’s peninsulas  

3. From here on the two major armies in the Eastern Theater (Virginia area) will be: 

a. Army of Northern Virginia (Confederate) 

b. Army of the Potomac (Union)  

4. Union advance led by General George B. McClellan- extremely slow and cautious 

despite having overwhelming numbers  

5. Robert E. Lee took over the Army of Northern Virginia for the Confederacy  

6. The Army of the Potomac was only miles from Richmond but were driven out of 

Eastern Virginia  

7. Made Lincoln realize more of a total war was necessary for victors  

D. The naval war 

1. Union Navy successes 

a. Successfully imposed a blockade on Confederate ports  

i. Despite having to cover 3,500 miles of coastline  

ii. In 1862 were only intercepting 1 in 8 Confederate blockade 

runners 

iii. In 1865 half were captured  

b. Captured ports such as New Orleans, Mobile, and Wilmington 

c. Naval operations on rivers such as the Mississippi  

2. The Monitor vs. the Merrimack 

a. 9 March 1862 
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b. The Merrimack ,  

i. Ironclad ship built by the Confederates was sinking wooden Union 

ships left and right 

ii. Sometimes known as the Virginia  

c. The Union brought out the Monitor to duel the Merrimack  

d. First battle in history between ironclad rather than wooden ships 

e. The duel itself was ultimately inconclusive but the Confederates had to 

scuttle the Merrimack  

3. Confederate privateers such as the Alabama preyed on Union shipping but only 

made a small dent  

4. Combined joint army-navy operations captured important Confederate cities such as 

Memphis, New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Vicksburg  

E. Forts Henry and Donelson  

1. February 1862 

2. Union troops under Ulysses S. Grant seized control of the Tennessee and 

Cumberland Rivers thus establishing Union control of much of Tennessee  

3. Established Grant as a rising star in the Union Army  

F. Shiloh 

1. 6-7 April 1862 in western Tennessee 

2. The Union Army was almost smashed but actually pulled out a victory from the jaws 

of defeat  

3. A very bloody battle with more than 20,000 casualties; more than the War of 1812 

and Mexican War combined  

4. Signaled that the war would not only be long, but very bloody 

G. Antietam 

1. 17 September 1862 

2. Lee was determined to take the war north by invading Maryland 

a. Relieve pressure on Virginia 

b. Sway Maryland to join the Confederacy  

c. Perhaps score a decisive victory on northern soil  

3. The Union Army accidentally stumbled upon Lee’s lost orders, thus General 

McClellan knew Lee’s plans 

4. The bloodiest single day of the Civil War 

5. McClellan was too cautious and unable to capitalize on turning a draw into a 

decisive victory- thus Lincoln relieved him of command of the Army of the Potomac 

6. Lincoln used the victory as an excuse to issue the Emancipation Proclamation  

H. Fredericksburg 

1. December 1862 

2. The Army of the Potomac under General Ambrose Burnside launched futile attacks 

on fortified Confederate positions above the town 

3. Burnside was relieved of command after the debacle  

I. Chancellorsville 

1. May 1862 

2. General Joseph Hooker, now in command of the Army of the Potomac, was routed 

by Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia despite outnumbering Lee 2:1 

3. Perhaps Lee’s greatest and most audacious victory as he divided his army in the face 

of the enemy 

4. However, Stonewall Jackson was accidentally killed by one of his own men  

J. Gettysburg 

1. 1-3 July 1863 

2. Lee’s final invasion of the North 

3. Two indecisive days of battle outside Gettysburg, Pennsylvania  

4. 3 July 1863: Lee decided to roll the dice and launched Pickett’s Charge, a complete 

disaster  

5. The turning point of the war because the Confederacy would never again have the 

capacity to launch another major offensive onto Northern soil  
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6. Gettysburg Address 

a. Dedication of the national cemetery at Gettysburg (19 November 1863) 

b. “Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent 

a new nation conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all 

men are created equal.” 

K. Vicksburg 

1. Spring-Summer of 1863 

2. Union forces under Ulysses S. Grant laid siege to the last Confederate bastion on the 

Mississippi River: Vicksburg, Mississippi  

3. 4 July 1863: Confederate forces surrendered 

4. The Confederacy was effectively cut in half; one phase of the Anaconda Plan 

complete  

L. Chattanooga and Chickamauga 

1. Fall 1863 

2. Union victories in northern Georgia and eastern Tennessee that set the stage of 

Sherman’s offensive through Georgia 

M. The Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, and Cold Harbor 

1. Spring-early summer 1864 

2. Ulysses S. Grant has taken command of the Army of the Potomac 

a. He understood the North’s advantages, especially at this stage of the war, 

could bludgeon the Confederate army to death 

b. War of attrition  

3. Three bloody battles- almost sheer butchery however Grant relentlessly continued 

after Lee  

4. The Confederacy could not afford to stand toe-to-toe with Union forces and absorb 

these losses  

N. Sherman’s March to the Sea 

1. William Tecumseh Sherman envisioned a new type of warfare: total war 

a. He understood war was that “we are not only fighting hostile armies, but a 

hostile people, and we must make old and young, rich and poor, feel the 

hard hand of war.” 

b. He must destroy the capacity of the southern people to make war (ex: 

factories, railroads, farms, etc.) and their will to fight 

2. Sherman captured Atlanta in the fall of 1864 

a. Major rail junction in the Deep South 

b. Timing contributed to Lincoln’s reelection in 1864 

3. March to the Sea  

a. Sherman left his supply trains in Atlanta as he marched to Savannah living 

off the land along the way  

b. Proceeded to cut a 60-mile-wide path across Georgia to capture Savannah, 

the army destroyed anything in its path that could be used by the enemy  

i. Cities, plantations, railroads, telegraph wires, cotton bales, etc.  

ii. Sherman vowed to “make Georgia howl” 

c. Broke the will of the people 

i. The Confederacy had nothing left to oppose Sherman as he 

marched unimpeded across Georgia  

ii. Slaves fled to the Union army in massive numbers 

4. Special Field Order No. 15 

a. Sherman was tired of runaway slaves tagging along with his army slowing 

it down 

b. Set aside large areas of land in coastal Georgia and South Carolina for 

freedmen  

5. Then pushed north into the Carolinas where the treatment was even worse  

6. Later to a class of cadets he advised them: “I am tired and sick of war. Its glory is all 

moonshine. It is only those who have neither fired a shot nor heard the shrieks and 
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groans of the wounded who cry aloud for blood, more vengeance, more destruction. 

Make no mistake about it boys, WAR IS HELL.”  

O. Petersburg  

1. Fall 1864-April 1865 

2. Lee was cornered in Petersburg, Virginia, just south of Richmond 

3. Union forces laid siege to the Confederate garrison  

4. In many ways a prelude to the trench warfare of World War I 

5. Lee’s army deteriorated due to attrition and desertion 

6. Early April 1865: Lee was forced to evacuate and Richmond quickly surrendered  

 

XIII. Appomattox and National Reconciliation  

A. When Lee was flushed out of Richmond, Grant was in hot pursuit across western Virginia 

1. The Army of Northern Virginia dwindled down to 30,000 hungry and ill-equipped 

troops 

2. Lee was finally cornered at Appomattox in western Virginia  

B. Some of Lee’s officers advocated guerilla warfare but Lee adamantly refused 

1. The Army “would become mere bands of marauders, and the enemy’s cavalry would 

pursue them and overrun many sections that they may (otherwise) have the occasion 

to visit. We would bring on a state of affairs that would take years to recover from.”  

2. Lee decided to surrender because resistance was futile- “there is nothing left for me 

to do but go and see General Grant, and I would rather die a thousand deaths.”  

C. Grant provided very lenient terms  

1. The soldiers would turn in their rifles and flags, but could go home unmolested 

2. Allowed to keep their horses for the upcoming planting season  

3. When some of his men began rejoicing the surrender of the Confederates Grant 

admonished them- “The war is over, the rebels are our countrymen again.”  

D. 14 April 1865: Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth at Ford’s Theater  

 

XIV. Aftermath: A Defeated and Devastated South 

A. Human cost 

1. >258,000 Confederate soldiers were killed 

2. Countless others came home wounded or psychologically scarred 

3. ¼ of Southern white males between 16 and 40 were killed or wounded  

4. Ex: in the post-war years the state of Mississippi spent a considerable portion of its 

budget on artificial limbs  

5. Numerous refugees  

B. Loss of national wealth 

1. Railroads, farms, plantations, factories, etc. were destroyed by invading Union 

armies 

a. 3/5 of livestock were killed 

b. 2/3 of the region’s railroads were destroyed  

c. 2/3 of the South’s wealth was destroyed  

2. Assets were lost with worthless Confederate money 

3. Capital was lost when slaves were freed 

4. In 1860 the South had 30% of the nation’s wealth, in 1870 only 12% 

5. In short, the North became the United States’ most prosperous region while the 

South became an economic backwater that lasted for decades and to some extent 

today  

C. Yet, years later a glorification of it all- the “Lost Cause” 

1. Ex: Confederate monuments in town squares across the South 

2. Glorifying leaders such as Lee and Jackson 

3. A sense that the South was not beaten due to a lack a courage or bravery, but only 

because of overwhelming Yankee numbers  

a. In reality the South had largely lost the will to continue fighting  

4. Seen even today with Confederate flags 

a. Does the Confederate flag represent heritage or hate? 
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Reconstruction, 1865-1877 

 
I. The Need for Reconstruction  

A. What Reconstruction meant: 

1. Literal reconstruction of a devastated South 

2. Reunification of the North and South 

B. The United States was entering new ground - many questions were raised  

1. This was new ground because no historical precedent and no mention of readmitting 

states in the Constitution  

2. Are the seceding states going to be punished? How much? 

3. How are these states going to be readmitted to the Union? 

4. What is to be done about ex-Confederates?  

5. What is to be done with freed blacks? 

a. Frederick Douglass: “Verily, the work does not end with the abolition of 

slavery, but only begins.” 

6. How do we accomplish these goals when so much had been expended by both sides 

and there was so much bitterness? 

a. Contradictory goals of healing and justice?  

C. Reconstruction governments had been established before the end of the Civil War where 

Union forces had sufficient control 

1. There had been some experience during the Civil War; a preview of what 

Reconstruction might look like   

2. Ex: Tennessee and Louisiana  

D. Reconstruction is a period that is grossly misunderstood by many Americans  

 

II. Presidential vs. Congressional Reconstruction 

A. Presidential Reconstruction 

1. Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson  

2. Lincoln believed the people of the South had acted foolishly and were misled; but 

Reconstruction should be lenient 

a. Wanted rapid readmittance of the Southern states into the Union  

b. 1863: offered amnesty to all Southerners other than high officials in the 

Confederate government 

c. Wanted to entice the South to quit fighting  

d. Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address (March 1865): “With malice towards 

none, charity for all. With firmness in the right as God gives us to see the 

right, let us strive to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s 

wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his orphan, 

to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among 

ourselves and with all nations.” 

3. The Ten Percent Plan 

a. Officially known as the Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction- 

issued 8 December 1863 

b. When ten percent of the state’s voters had taken an oath of loyalty they 

could established a new state government and be readmitted to the Union  

c. Their state constitutions must abolish slavery  

i. Adopt the Thirteenth Amendment 

ii. This is one of the few things the Radical Republicans and 

presidential reconstruction plans agreed upon  

d. Pardons except for some high-ranking Confederate officials  

e. Believed in restoration of property (of course with the exception of slaves) 

f. Nothing was said of black suffrage or black equality much to the dismay of 

Radicals 

i. Wendell Philips complained it “frees the slave and ignores the 

Negro” 
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c. Lincoln hoped the lenient plan would help shorten the war by convincing 

moderate southerners to quit fighting  

3. Assassination of Abraham Lincoln (14 April 1865) 

a. Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth while attending a play at 

Ford’s Theater in Washington D.C. just days after Appomattox 

b. Actually included a conspiracy to assassinate other high-ranking 

government officials such as Secretary of State William Seward and Vice 

President Andrew Johnson  

i. Seward was grievously wounded 

ii. The assassin assigned to Johnson got drunk and did not go through 

his part of the plan  

c. Booth and his co-conspirators were captured and executed 

4. Andrew Johnson 

a. Background 

i. A Southern Democrat from eastern Tennessee  

ii. At the outbreak of the war he was the only member of the U.S. 

Senate from a Confederate state to remain loyal to the Union  

iii. Not Lincoln’s initial Vice President, chosen by Lincoln in 

1864because he hoped his choice of Vice President would help 

reunite the nation 

iv. Idealized Andrew Jackson  

v. Combative and inflexible 

b. White supremacist 

i. Actually owned slaves until 1862 

ii. While military governor of Tennessee during the Civil War he 

said: “Damn the Negroes, I am fighting those traitorous aristocrats, 

their masters.” 

iii. “This is a country for white men, and by God, as long as I am 

president; it shall be government for white men.”  

iv. Opposed the enfranchisement of blacks- “white men alone must 

manage the South” 

v. Andrew Johnson to his secretary after a 1866 meeting with 

Frederick Douglass and other black leaders: “These damned sons 

of bitches thought they had me in a trap! I know that damned 

Douglass; he’s just like any nigger, and he would sooner cut a 

white man’s throat than not.” 

c. Johnson continued Lincoln’s policies  

i. Ex: wanted the states to declare ordinances of secession illegal  

d. The Radical Republicans’ view of Johnson 

i. Initially thought Johnson would have views similar to theirs 

because of his hatred for the planter class  

ii. Came to intensely dislike Johnson because of his leniency, racism, 

and his vetoes of their legislation  

e. Pardoning ex-Confederate officials 

i. Former government officials and other high-ranking Confederates 

had to personally receive the pardon from Johnson  

ii. By 1866 he had issued 7,000 pardons  

5. 1866 Congressional Elections 

a. Basically a referendum on the Fourteenth Amendment  and Reconstruction  

b. “Swing Around the Circle”  

i. Johnson’s campaign against the Radical Republicans, travelled 

throughout the North 

ii. Johnson constantly embarrassed himself by engaging with hecklers 

and called the Radicals “traitors” 

iii. Johnson even compared himself to Christ on the cross  
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c. The Radical Republicans won by such large margins in Congress that they 

became veto proof  with a 2/3 majority  

H. The Radical Republicans 

1. Prominent Radical Republicans 

a. Charles Sumner of New York 

b. Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania 

c. George Julian of Indiana 

d. Benjamin Wade of Ohio   

e. Edwin Stanton of New York  

f. Remember, Lincoln was a fairly moderate Republican  

2. Wanted to punish the South  

a. Treat the Southern states as “conquered provinces”  

b. Saw Reconstruction as an opportunity to transform and alter Southern 

society  

c. The federal government must step up to protect freedmen  

d. Called for the redistribution of planters’ lands to former slaves  

3. Saw blacks as a potentially powerful voting bloc of the Republican Party and 

thus promoted black suffrage  

4. Wade-Davis Bill of 1864 

a. Required 50% of a state’s voters to take an oath of allegiance before it could 

be readmitted 

b. Ironclad Oath: only those who could swear they had never supported the 

Confederacy could vote- thus primarily freedmen could vote  

c. Guaranteed black equality under the law but no provisions for black 

suffrage  

d. Pocket vetoed by Lincoln (the president refused to sign or veto the bill 

before Congress adjourned, thus the bill automatically was vetoed)  

5. The Civil Rights Act of 1866 

a. First civil rights bill in U.S. History  

b. Basically the forerunner of the Fourteenth Amendment 

c. Vetoed by Johnson; but overridden- a 1
st
 in U.S. history  

 

XIX. Freedmen and the Freedmen’s Bureau 

A. The abolition of slavery was extremely important because Southern society was turned on 

upside down   

B. Emancipation 

1. Was celebrated in various places across the South at different times  

a. Ex: “Juneteenth” in Texas (1865) 

b. Varied on when Union armies liberated particular locations 

c. May actually celebrate freedom several times depending on the status of the 

Civil War  

2. Jubilation and celebrations 

a. One Georgia slave recounted: “I felt like a bird out of a cage. Amen, Amen, 

Amen. I could hardly ask to feel better than I did that day.” 

b. When Lincoln came to visit Richmond in April 1865, blacks hailed him as 

modern-day Moses  

C. Many blacks left their old plantations and were on the move 

1. Looking for loved ones separated during slavery  

2. Searching for a more just employer 

3. Or simply testing their freedom to roam wherever them pleased 

4. Some moved to southern cities 

5. The “Exodusters” 

a. Migration of blacks out of the South to Kansas in the 1870s 

b. Complete failure  

D. The problem was that no one considered how these people would function once they were 

freed 
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1. No land 

a. Some talk of breaking up planters’ lands and granting “forty acres and a 

mule” to freedmen 

b. Special Field Order No. 15 

i. Issued by Sherman after he completed his “March to the Sea”  

ii. Granted 40 acre plots to blacks on the Georgia and South Carolina 

coasts 

iii. Later overturned  

c. Former slaves believed they should get at least part of master’s land 

i. “The property which they (the planters) hold was nearly all earned 

by the sweat of our brows.” 

ii. One former slave put it best: “Give us our own land and we take 

care of ourselves. But widout land, de ole massas can hire us or 

starve us, as long as dey please.” 

iii. Slaves wanted land because they associated it with economic 

independence  

d. But the notion of property rights was too sacred for northerners to support 

confiscating lands and redistributing them  

2. Slaves had no education and many lacked a skill 

3. One ex-slave summed it up best: “We were set free without a dollar, without a 

foot of land, and without the wherewithal to get the next meal even.”  

E. Creating their own institutions 

1. Families 

a. Legal marriages 

b. Choosing surnames 

i. Some adopted their master’s last name  

ii. Others were chosen for a variety of reasons (ex: biblical) 

c. Men exercised more control over their family 

i. Ex: trying to keep women from working in the fields  

2. Churches 

a. Before emancipation whites and blacks often worshipped together though 

with blacks sitting in the back or in upper galleries  

b. One historian stated the black church was “the first social institution fully 

controlled by black men in America.” 

c. Ministers became the most prominent members of the African-American 

community 

i. Continuation from slave days 

ii. Not only influential but more likely to be literate  

d. African Methodist Episcopal Church  

3. Moved out of the slave quarters for more privacy 

4. Schools 

a. In 1860 >90% of adult blacks in the South were illiterate 

b. Great desire to learn to read 

c. Stories of one-room school houses with all ages from little children to the 

elderly learning to read  

5. Other institutions included trade associations, etc. 

F. Freedmen’s Bureau 

1. Established in 1865  

a. Designed to provide services for free blacks 

b. Assisted poor whites as well 

c. Headed by Oliver O. Howard 

2. Many northern women and free blacks came to administer the programs 

a. Ex: the American Missionary Association  

3. Provided food, clothing, medical care, and education to freedmen 

a. Taught an estimated 200,000 blacks to read 
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b. In short, was doing tasks way ahead of what the federal government had 

ever attempted to undertake  

4. But the problems of the South were simply too large for the limited resources of 

the Freedmen’s Bureau to address 

a. Ex: only had 900 agents in the South at one time  

5. Expired in 1872 

G. Desire for free labor 

1. Look for better working conditions 

a. Working hours reduced by perhaps as 1/3 

b. Want to determine the work pace, etc. 

2. Complaints from whites of blacks being “insolent” and “insubordinate” 

H. Black politicians 

1. The Union League: Republican Party organization that organized freedmen 

politically  

2. Many were free blacks or exceptionally privileged slaves  

3. Between 1869 and 1901 20 blacks served in the House of Representatives and 

two in the Senate 

a. Senators Hiram Revels and Blanche K. Bruce of Mississippi  

b. Congressmen such as Robert Smalls of South Carolina and John R. Lynch 

of Mississippi  

4. No black governors  

5. Elected to state assemblies 

a. In fact were a majority of the lower house of the South Carolina state 

legislature  

6. Approximately 2,000 black elected officials  

 

XX. Black Codes and the KKK 

A. White southerners needed to control blacks and restore some semblance of the old ways 

B. Black Codes 

1. Need to get blacks back into the fields and working 

a. Ex: anti-vagrancy laws 

2. Forbid interracial marriages  

3. To Northerners it was slavery in a new guise 

C. Blacks faced a great deal of violence after the Civil War 

1. Ex: 24 blacks were hung near Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

2. Destroying black churches and schools  

D. The Ku Klux Klan 

1. The KKK, Knights of the White Camellia, and other groups formed to 

intimidate and terrorize blacks and Republicans 

2. Founded in 1866 in Pulaski, Tennessee  

a. Former Confederate general Nathan Bedford Forrest was a prominent early 

member 

3. Lots of secret rituals and mumbo jumbo 

a. Ex: dressing in sheets to pretend being ghosts of Confederate soldiers 

b. Even had an elaborate ruse for one of these “ghosts” to drink water 

4. Numerous examples of violence toward freed blacks and carpetbaggers 

a. “Night rides” to intimidate or kill blacks 

b. Colfax Massacre in Louisiana 

c. Rioting in Memphis and New Orleans in 1866 

E. The Ku Klux Klan Acts (or Force Acts) of 1870-1871 

1. First time the federal government used its power to prosecute crimes by 

individuals under federal law  

a. Ex: made it a federal crime to keep someone from voting 

b. The President was authorized to use the army and suspend the writ of 

habeas corpus to ensure safety of elections  
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2. By the mid-1870s Klan violence had significantly decreased and by the end of 

Reconstruction the Klan was virtually dead  

a. The Klan would not be revived until 1915 

3. The Department of Justice was created in 1870  

F. Economic coercion  

1. Ex: refusing to hire or sell essential goods (at a fair price)  

 

XXI. Military Reconstruction 

A. Radical Republicans had been alarmed at the end of the Civil War 

1. Southern delegates to Congress included some former high-ranking Confederate 

officials 

a. At the end of 1865 more than half of the 80 Representatives and Senators 

from states of the old Confederacy had served the government or army  

b. Ex: former vice president Alexander Stephens  

2. Wondered if they had won the war but lost the peace 

3. Feared the Democratic party would once again be too strong  

B. Military Reconstruction Acts of 1867 

1. Divided the South (except Tennessee) into five military districts to be 

commanded by army generals  

2. Vetoed by Johnson  

3. Still did not confiscate or redistribute planters’ lands 

4. Garrisoned by some 20,000 federal troops 

C. Guidelines for readmission 

1. Ratify the Fourteenth Amendment 

2. States must guarantee suffrage to blacks 

3. 1870: Mississippi was the last state to be readmitted to the Union under the 

radical plan 

D. Not until 1877 were the last federal troops withdraw from the South  

E. Good deal of corruption in Reconstruction governments 

1. But this was symptomatic of the age 

 

XXII. Impeachment of Andrew Johnson 

A. The Radical Republicans were tired of Johnson obstructing Reconstruction despite overriding 

many of his vetoes  

1. At no other time in U.S. history are there so many presidential vetoes in so little 

time  

2. They were also tired of his personal behavior  

a. Ex: his conduct during the “Swing-around-the-Circle” Campaign 

b. Being drunk at his inauguration  

B. Tenure of Office Act (1867) 

1. Forbade the president from removing cabinet officials without Senate approval 

2. Johnson removed Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton (a Radical Republican) 

without Senate approval 

3. Thus, Johnson violated the law and Congress has a reason to impeach Johnson  

4. It a bad law was soon declared unconstitutional anyway but Johnson did violate 

the law  

C. Impeachment 

1. Constitutional definition: to bring up charges for “treason, bribery, or other high 

crimes and misdemeanors  

2. Process 

a. The House draws up the impeachment charges 

b. The Senate determines whether to convict or acquit 

i. 2/3 majority is required to convict 

ii. Conviction results in removal from office  

3. Impeachment had been used only five times before (all judges)  

4. The House impeached Andrew Johnson for violating the Tenure of Office Act  
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5. The Senate fell one vote short of the 2/3 majority required to convict  

a. Probably because it was certainly not a criminal offense 

b. Fears of destabilization- especially in an election  

c. And Lincoln had appointed Stanton, not Johnson 

d. Moderate Republicans  saw it as a devious way to make Benjamin Wade 

(who was next in line for presidential succession) president who many did 

not like  

e. For his part Johnson starting behaving himself and acting with more dignity  

D. Important because in this case of impeachment it was for purely political motives, it would 

have set a truly dangerous precedent if Congress had convicted 

E. Presidents who have been impeached  

1. Andrew Johnson 

2. Richard Nixon 

a. Watergate scandal 

b. Would have been impeached  and convicted if he did not resign 

3. Bill Clinton 

a. Perjury (Monica Lewinsky affair) 

b. Was not convicted  

F. With the election of Ulysses S. Grant in 1868 the Radical Republicans were significantly 

weakened  

 

XXIII. The Reconstruction Amendments 

A. The Thirteenth Amendment (1865) 

1. Slavery was abolished  

2. “Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime 

where of the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United 

States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.” 

3. This was something both the Presidential and Congressional Reconstruction 

plans could both agree on but Radicals believed it did not do enough (ex: no 

mention of suffrage)  

B. The Fourteenth Amendment (1868) 

1. Defined citizenship 

2. States were prohibited from abridging the rights of American citizens and could 

not “deprive any person of life, liberty, nor property, without due process of law, 

nor deny to any person…equal protection of the laws.”  

3. Eliminated Confederate debts  

4. Arguably the most important amendment other than those in the Bill of Rights  

5. Weakened by a series of Supreme Court cases in the 1870s 

a. The Slaughterhouse Cases (1873) 

b. United States v. Cruikshank (1874) 

C. The Fifteenth Amendment (1870) 

1. Black males were granted suffrage 

2. States could not deny suffrage based on “race, color, or previous condition of 

servitude.” 

3. Failed to include a clause that would prohibit devices such as literacy tests, 

property requirements, grandfather clauses, or poll taxes that would be used to 

disenfranchise blacks  

4. Women’s rights advocates resented that suffrage was not extended to them 

a. Ex: Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton created the National 

Women Suffrage Association (women only) 

b. But supported by moderates such as Lucy Stone 

c. Frederick Douglass: “this hour belongs to the Negro” 

5. Significant in that it did not guarantee the right to vote, merely could not 

prohibit based on race  

 

XXIV. The End of Reconstruction: the Compromise of 1877 
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A. Reconstruction fatigue in the North  

1. Reconstruction occurred over a long period of time  

2. The North began to sour on the idea of Reconstruction  

a. New York Tribune (18 April 1870)- “Let us have done with Reconstruction. 

The country is tired and sick of it… LET US HAVE PEACE.” 

3. Death of Radical Republicans (ex: Stevens in 1868) or were no longer in office 

(ex: Charles Sumner)  

4. Great economic and social changes in the North made the region move forward-

thinking and at the very least diverted attention from Reconstruction  

a. Class and labor troubles 

b. Economic depression (Panic of 1873) 

5. Racism in the North 

a. Ex: Social Darwinism  

B. The Supreme Court’s retreat from Reconstruction  

1. Slaughterhouse Cases (1873): significantly weakened the Fourteenth 

Amendment  

2. United States v. Cruikshank (1876) 

a. Dealt with those who were indicted in the Colfax Massacre 

b. Despite 7 of 9 justices being appointed by Republicans a 9-0 decision 

basically overturned the Force Acts 

c. Basically gave the South the green light to terrorize blacks  

3. Civil Rights Cases (1883) 

a. Struck down a significant portion of the Civil Rights Act of 1875 

b. Basically stated that the Fourteenth Amendment only protected blacks 

against sate actions, private acts of racial discrimination were simply private 

wrongs that the national government was powerless to correct  

C. Election of 1876 

1. Rutherford B. Hayes (R) vs. Samuel J. Tilden (D) 

2. Very close election 

a. Tilden won the popular vote 

b. Disputed electoral results in South Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana 

i. Still under Republican rule, lots of violence 

ii. But initially they were given to Tilden and with these Tilden would 

have won; without them no candidate had a majority  

iii. Hayes’ people contested the returns from the 3 states  

3. A 15-member commission sought to break the deadlock 

a. Consisted of 5 Senators, 5 Representatives, and 5 Supreme Court justices (3 

were Republicans, 2 Democrats) 

b. The 8 Republicans sided with Hayes and the 7 Democrats with Tilden 

c. The Democrats threatened a filibuster to disrupt the inauguration 

4. Potential of violence to break the constitutional deadlock  

D. Compromise of 1877 

1. Behind the scenes a compromise averted a major constitutional crisis 

a. For the Republicans 

i. Hayes would be president because the votes from the 3 contested 

states would go to Hayes 

ii. Because of the way he won Hayes was sometimes known to his 

critics as “His Fraudulency” 

b. For the Democrats 

i. An end to Reconstruction- the last federal troops were withdrawn 

from Louisiana and South Carolina  

ii. Federal subsidies to the South to build railroads, dredge harbors, 

and rebuild infrastructure 

2. A major constitutional crisis was avoided, but blacks were left in a lurch because 

he federal government basically left them on their own  

E. Critics would refer to President Hayes as “His Fraudulency”  
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F. The South realized the North no longer cared and had little more than a decade to establish a 

society based on white supremacy  

 

XXV. The South During Reconstruction and After  

A. Resentment of those who assisted with Reconstruction 

1. Carpetbaggers 

a. Northern Republicans who came to the South to assist with Reconstruction 

b. Typically Union veterans who remained in the South or Freedmen’s Bureau 

agents; others were pretty affluent and professional  

c. Many were idealistic believing the South would prosper if only properly 

guided  

2. Scalawags 

a. White Southerners who supported Reconstruction 

b. The term comes from a term describing a runty little horse  

c. Perhaps as high as ¼ of whites in the South  

d. Most were yeomen farmer types  

e. Some saw the Republican Party was the party of modernization or were 

simply opportunistic  

f. Seen as turncoats by other white Southerners  

B. The Redeemers 

1. Those who restored Democratic rule  

2. Promised to restore “home rule” over “bayonet rule” or “Negro rule”  

3. In many cases little different than the pre-Civil War elites  

C. The South continued to depend on agriculture and cotton 

D. Sharecroppers and tenant farmers 

1. Eventually became almost like a new form of servitude 

2. By 1900 70% of farmers in the South were tenant farmers of some type  

3. Fencing laws 

a. Required livestock to be penned in rather than be allowed to roam the 

countryside 

b. Hurt yeomen farmers  

4. Decline of land ownership 

a. Before the Civil War: 80% 

b. At the end of Reconstruction: 67% 

c. In 1900 only about 25% of African American families owned land  

5. Crop lien system 

a. Falling crop prices led to increasing dependence on local creditors  

b. Lien: claim on that year’s cotton crop  

c. Tenant farmers and sharecroppers bought an credit from country stores 

(typically owned by the land owners) 

d. Perpetuated a cycle of debt 

6. The landlord provided seed, fertilizer, draft animals, etc. in return for ½ of the 

crop  

7. Both whites and blacks were caught in this cycle  

8. Many children were forced to help the family out instead of attending school  

9. Advantages for blacks 

a. Could work as you wished- it was not like the gang labor of slavery  

b. Dispersal of lodgings instead of centralized slave quarters  

c. Wage labor was not attractive to most Southerners  

10. Retarded economic development in the South  

E. The New South  

1. Henry Grady and the New South 

a. Editor of the Atlanta Journal Constitution 

b. Called for a “New South” to industrialize and modernize  

c. Feared the South would almost be like a colony to the North  

d. Pushed to standardize rail gauge to coordinate with northern railroads  
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2. Industry in the South 

a. Some textile mills 

i. Especially in the Piedmont areas of the Carolinas 

ii. “Lent-heads”: textiles workers  

iii. Augusta, Georgia: “The Lowell of the South” 

b. Steel in Birmingham, Alabama 

c. American Tobacco Company and James B. Duke  

d. Timber and turpentine became more important  

3. Economically, the South continued to lag behind the rest of the country until 

after World War II  

a. Unfortunately the South remained dependant on cotton as ever 

b. Falling prices  

i. Overproduction 

ii. Increased competition from Egypt and India 

c. In 1900 only 15% of the South’s population lived in cities versus 40% 

nationally  

d. The South’s % of the nation’s manufacturing 

i. 1860: 17% 

ii. 1904: 15%  

F. Women 

1. Women bore an especially heavy burden because of the high percentage of men 

who were killed or maimed during the Civil War  

2. Unbalanced sex ratios  

G. Late 1880s and 1890s: rise of Jim Crow 

1. Segregation laws 

2. End of northern support for blacks  

3. Spike in lynchings in the 1890s 

a. Between 1889 and 1899 an average of 187 per year  

4. Miscegenation laws: prohibited interracial marriage  

5. Convict-lease system 

a. Using prisoners to build roads, grow cotton, etc. 

b. Often resembled slavery 

c. Ex: Parchman Prison in Mississippi  

6. Upheld by the Supreme Court 

a. Parts of the Civil Rights Act of 1875 were struck down  

b. Civil Rights Cases (1883): ruled the Fourteenth Amendment prohibited state 

governments from discriminating against people because of race but did not 

prevent private organizations or individuals from doing so 

c. Plessy v. Ferguson (1896): upheld constitutionality of “separate but equal”  

7. Jim Crow continued in the South until the mid-1960s 

H. Disenfranchisement of blacks 

1. Literacy tests 

a. Upheld in Williams v. Mississippi (1898) 

b. Understanding clause 

i. A more sophisticated literacy test  

ii. Ex: potential voters would be asked to interpret a portion of the 

Mississippi state constitution for white poll officials  

c. Not eliminated until the Voting Rights Act of 1965  

2. Grandfather clause 

a. If your grandfather had been ineligible to vote- then you too were 

disqualified 

b. Not overturned until Guinn v. Oklahoma (1915) 

3. Poll taxes 

a. Paying to vote 

b. Disenfranchised poor whites as well as blacks  

c. Not abolished until the Twenty-forth Amendment (1964) 
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4. Gerrymandering 

a. Drawing voting district boundaries to one’s advantage or your rivals 

disadvantage  

5. White primary  

a. Very clever method of disenfranchising black voters 

b. The Democratic Party was considered a “private” organization and thus 

could exclude those they did not want to join 

c. Since the Democrats were so dominant in the South, the only competitive 

election was the Democratic primary  

6. The example of Louisiana 

a. 1896: 130,334 registered African-American voters 

b. 1904: 1,342  

7. With blacks disenfranchised blacks stopped being elected  

a. Ex: Mississippi did not have an African-American representing the state in 

the House of Representatives until 1987 
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The American West, 1865-1890 

 
I. The West: Place and Peoples 

A. The West 

1. The “West” had been relative  

a. Ex: the “Old Northwest” of Ohio, Michigan, Illinois  

2. There had always been a west because of abundant land  

a. Jefferson mistakenly believed it would take 400 years to settle the areas 

obtained in the Louisiana Purchase  

b. A variable that made the United States different than Europe with the 

exception of Russia  

c. The West as a “safety valve” 

B. Diversity of physical environments  

1. Mountains  

a. The Rocky Mountains  

b. The Sierra Nevadas in California  

2. The deserts of the Southwest  

3. The Great Plains 

4. The great forests of the Pacific Northwest  

5. Great deal of natural beauty- many of our early National Parks are located in the 

West 

a. Yellowstone  

b. Yosemite  

c. The Grand Canyon  

6. These different environments will impact who goes to the different parts of the West 

and what they do for a living when they get there  

C. Diversity of its people  

1. Native Americans  

a. The Pacific Coast 

i. Chinook 

ii. Modoc  

b. The Southwest  

i. Pueblos 

ii. Navajos 

iii. Hopi   

iv. Apache  

c. Plains Indians  

i. Sioux 

ii. Cheyenne 

iii. Comanche  

iv. Kiowa  

2. Hispanics  

a. Pockets of settlements left from Spanish and Mexican rule 

i. Tejanos in Texas 

ii. Santa Fe and New Mexico 

iii. Californios in California  

b. Faced discrimination and low wages when the Anglos arrived 

3. The Chinese  

a. First came in large numbers during the California Gold Rush  

b. The Central Pacific recruited them to build the transcontinental railroad 

c.  By 1881 there were more than 200,000 in California  

d. Many work menial/dangerous work  

i. Railroads (90% of the labor force on the Central Pacific Railroad)  

ii. Laundry  

iii. Mining  
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e. Chinese enclaves such as Chinatown in San Francisco  

f. Anti-Chinese sentiments  

i. The Chinese were seen as very foreign and alien 

a) Derogatory terms: “coolies”, “chinks” 

ii. Violence  

a) 1871: riots in San Francisco killed 21  

b) Attacks on miners (ex: in Wyoming) 

c) Humiliating Chinese by cutting off their queue 

iii. Fears of economic competition  

iv. The Workingman’s Party in California led by Denis Kearney  

v. Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882  

a) Banned further Chinese immigration to the United States 

b) Not repealed until 1943 when China was our allies during 

World War II   

4. African-Americans 

a. The Exodusters 

i. Blacks who migrated to the Great Plains in the 1870s-1880s 

ii. Ex: Nicodemus, Kansas 

b. Did not migrate to California and the Pacific Coast in large numbers until 

World War II  

5. European immigrants  

a. California was especially diverse  

i. Ex: in 1860 38.5% of the state was foreign-born (3 times the 

national average)  

b. Irish tended to face less discrimination than back east  

c. Northern Europeans such as Russians, Norwegians, Swedes, Germans, and 

Danes came to the northern Great Plains  

6. A wide variety of Americans moving from the East  

a. Settlers seeking new land  

b. The Mormons in Utah  

i. Most homogenous area of the West 

ii. Successfully irrigated the area 

iii. Was not admitted to the Union (1896) until the Church of Latter 

Day Saints formally renounced the practice of polygamy  

 

II. The Indian Wars 

A. Government policy toward the Indians 

1. Before the 1850s it was assumed the West itself was essentially one big reservation 

2. 1850s: the concept of reservations was developed 

a. Allowed whites to take the best land 

b. Easier to control the tribes 

c. Total alien to the Indians’ way of life that they would be confined to a 

specific plot of land  

3. 1867: two large Indian reservations were established 

a. Indian Territory (Oklahoma) 

b. The Dakotas 

4. Bureau of Indian Affairs 

a. Often corrupt and incompetent 

b. Agents often had little understanding of Native Americans and their culture 

5. Most of the small post-Civil War U.S. Army was stationed in the West  

B. The Plains Indian Wars 

1. The Plains Indians  

a. Nomadic and warlike 

b. The buffalo: everything to their existence  

i. Food (pemmican- like a jerky) 

ii. Hides could be used for clothes  
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iii. Tools and weapons from the bones 

iv. The sinews and tendons could be used for a variety of functions 

v. The stomach could be used to carry water like a canteen  

vi. Buffalo chips were used for fuel 

c. The horse  

i. Brought by the Spanish and adopted by the Indians  

ii. Revolutionized their society  

a) Ex: hunting buffalo- before they drove them off cliffs 

b) Warfare 

c) Made them even more nomadic  

d. Different bands of a specific tribe (ex: Sioux) often acted independently  

i. Made it difficult for the U.S. government to subdue and negotiate 

with them  

ii. But it also made it difficult to unite their resources and manpower  

2. Sand Creek Massacre (1864) 

a. Growing tensions between settlers in Colorado and the Cheyenne 

b. Colonel John M. Chivington and the 3
rd

 Regiment launched a surprise 

attack on Black Kettle’s Cheyenne camp at Sand Creek   

i. Order to his men: “Kill all the Indians you come across, nits make 

lice.” 

ii. Killed 133 Indians, 105 of whom were women and children- most 

of the men were away  

iii. “Trophies” such as scalps and fingers were prominently sold in 

Denver  

3. The Fetterman Massacre (1866) 

a. A small number of Sioux lured about 80 cavalry troopers into an ambush 

where they were all killed 

b. Ironically Captain William Fetterman had said “With eighty men I could 

ride through the Sioux nation.”  

c. The U.S. Army got serious about subduing the Indians  

i. William Tecumseh Sherman: “We must act with vindictive 

earnestness against the Sioux, even to their extermination: men, 

women, and children… Both the Sioux and Cheyenne must die, or 

submit to our dictation.”  

ii. Philip Sheridan, Sherman’s right-hand man, famously said: “The 

only goo Indians I ever saw were dead Indians.”  

4. After 1867 there was a temporarily lull in the Indian Wars on the Plains due to the 

Treaty of Fort Laramie 

5. Revival of the Indians Wars on the northern Plains  

a. 1874: gold was discovered in the Black Hills in the Dakotas 

i. Sacred/holy space for the Plains Indians like the Sioux and 

Cheyenne  

ii. Influx of white settlers led to another war 

b. Battle of Little Big Horn (25 June 1876) 

i. Crazy Horse and medicine man Sitting Bull orchestrated possibly  

the largest gathering of Indians in the history of the Great Plains 

along the Little Big Horn River in Montana  

ii. General George A. Armstrong 

a) Civil War hero and the United States’ preeminent Indian 

fighter  

b) Cocky and arrogant who perhaps presidential aspirations  

iii. Custer and his 264-man command was massacred- “Custer’s Last 

Stand”  

iv. The last great victory for the Native Americans 

a) It was a shocking defeat that riveted the nation during its 

centennial celebration 



 196 

b) Never again were the Indians able to unite on such a 

grand scale  

c) Within a few years the Plains Indians would be subdued 

because the federal government stepped up its efforts 

6. The Comanche 

a. Arguably the world’s greatest horsemen who were a holy terror in Texas 

and the Southern Great Plains  

b. Led by Quanah Parker 

c. Finally subdued by a combination of U.S. troops and Texas Rangers  

7. Buffalo Soldiers 

a. African American cavalrymen serving in the United States Amry on the 

frontier  

b. The term came from Indians because of the soldiers’ dark skin and kinky 

hair- a term of respect  

c. Made up about 1/5 of the U.S. Cavalry in the West 

d. Experienced widespread racism 

C. The Nez Percé 

1. Led by Chief Joseph 

2. Fled when soldiers demanded they go to a reservation 

a. Traveled 1,400 miles 

b. In 1877 were caught just miles from the safety of the Canadian border 

c. Chief Joseph: “I am tired, my heart is sick and sad. From where the sun now 

stands, I will fight no more forever.”  

D. The Apache 

1. Very rough and warlike people in the deserts and mountains of Arizona, New 

Mexico and western Texas 

2. Led by a series of good chiefs 

a. Mangas Coloradas 

b. Cochise 

c. Geronimo  

3. At one point, Geronimo and a few dozen Apache managed to evade 10,000 federal 

troops for some time  

4. The last bands were finally defeated and captured in 1886 and sent to a reservation in 

Florida  

E. Wounded Knee (29 December 1890) 

1. The Ghost Dance 

a. Started by Wovoka in Nevada and spread across the West to the northern 

Great Plains  

b. Indian religious movement  

i. Called for intertribal unity, a rejection of the white man’s ways, 

and a return to traditional culture  

ii. Visions of whites leaving the Plains and the buffalo returning  

iii. Believed their “ghost shirts” would be impervious to the white 

man’s bullets  

c. Alarmed white authorities who believe the Indians on the reservations were 

on the verge of rebellion  

2. The Sioux on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota 

a. Sitting Bull was killed in a struggle when authorities tried to arrest him  

b. Troops were sent to disarm the Indians camped alongside Wounded Knee 

Creek  

3. The Wounded Knee Massacre 

a. Shots were fired as soldiers tried to disarm the Indians  

b. 128 Indians were massacred, many were women and children  

c. Many of the 31 soldiers who were killed were killed by friendly fire  

4. Basically marked the end of Indian resistance on the Great Plains and the West in 

general  
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III. The End of Tribal Life 

A. Extermination of the buffalo 

1. Whites realized the importance of the buffalo to the Indians and that their destruction 

would mean the demise of the Indians  

2. Mass slaughter  

a. Killed for sport  

b. The railroads accelerated their destruction  

c. Competition with cattle  

i. Buffalo needed to be eliminated to make room for cattle on the 

grasslands  

ii. The cattle spread diseases like brucellosis and anthrax  

d. Demand for buffalo 

i. Hides  

ii. Tanners had figured out how to cure buffalo hides into leather (ex: 

used as pulleys in factories)  

iii. Tongues were considered a delicacy 

iv. Bones were crushed into fertilizer  

e. Buffalo hunters  

i. Cheap way to make money 

ii. With improved high-power rifles a good hunter could easily kill 

50-100 animals a day 

iii. To the horror of the Indians they left much of the carcass to rot 

f. Contributed to increased intertribal conflict over dwindling herds  

3. Near-extinction of the buffalo  

a. 1865: at least 15 million on the Great Plains 

b. By 1900 they were almost extinct with only a few small herds  

c. Ex: when the government set out to produce the buffalo nickel, the designer 

had to go to the Bronx Zoo to find a buffalo as a model 

B. Attempts to assimilate the Indians  

1. Protestant missionary groups had long been active  

2. Carlisle Indian School  

a. School in Pennsylvania that immersed Indian youth in white ways to 

assimilate them  

i. Speaking English over their native language, adopted “white 

names”, and wore European clothes over tribal garb 

ii. Founder’s motto: “Kill the Indian, save the man” 

b. Several other schools like Carlisle  

3. Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 

a. Divided tribal plots into individual holdings- thus stressing individualism 

over tribalism 

b. Effectively undermined sovereignty  

c. White speculators then bought the land and they had nothing  

d. By 1921 >1/2 of the individuals in the tribes affected by the Dawes Act 

were landless, rural, and economically devastated 

4. However, Native Americans did not become citizens until 1924 

C. Reservations 

1. By the 1880s most Indians were confined to the reservation  

2. Became desolate places with high unemployment, poverty, and alcoholism rates- still 

true today 

D. Helen Hunt Jackson’s A Century of Dishonor (1881) 

1. Exposed the injustices of the white man, especially the federal government,  against 

Native Americans  

a. Ex: long line of broken treaties and promises  

b. “The great difficulty with the Indian problem is not with the Indian, but 

with the Government and people of the United States. Instead of a liberal 



 198 

and far-sighted policy looking to the education and civilization and possible 

citizenship of the Indian tribes, we have suffered these people to remain as 

savages, for whose future we have had no adequate care, and to the 

consideration of whose present state the Government has only been moved 

when pressed by some present danger. We have encroached upon their 

means of subsistence without furnishing them any proper return; we have 

shut them up on reservations often notoriously unfit for them, or, if fit, we 

have not hesitated to drive them off for our profit, without regard to 

theirs…” 

2. Ramona (1884) 

a. A fictional attempt to expose the themes of A Century of Dishonor to a 

larger audience and to tug at the emotions of readers like Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin had for slavery  

 

IV. Anglo Settlement of the West 

A. The federal government encouraged settlement of the West 

1. Homestead Act (1862) 

2. Subsidizing railroads 

a. Railroads, after the government, were the West’s largest landowners 

b. Railroad companies promoted settlement  

i. One railroad advertisement: “Why emigrate to Kansas? Because it 

is the garden spot of the world. Because it will grow anything that 

any other country will grow, and with less work. Because it rains 

here more than any other place, and just at the right time.” 

ii. Also recruited immigrants overseas  

3. Surveying expeditions 

4. Newlands Reclamation Act (1902) 

a. Federally funded irrigation projects   

B. Homestead Act (1862) 

1. The government was the #1 land owner in the West  

2. Republicans had promoted this before the Civil War only to be blocked by Southern 

Democrats  

3. 160 acres were granted to families for a small fee who would “improve” it for 5 

years  

4. Between 1862 and 1890, nearly 600,000 families were granted land 

5. Problems 

a. 160 acres of land was too small for the arid west and too small for 

mechanization  

i. Ex: in the Ohio Valley about 40-80 acres was sufficient  

b. Lots of speculation and fraud  

c. Homesteaders’ success rate was only about 50%  

6. Other government policies 

a. Timber Culture Act of 1873: granted an additional 160 acres of land if trees 

were planted   

b. Timber and Stone Act of 1878: for areas unfit for cultivation 

C. Westward migration 

1. Tended to be more frequent during good times because the poor couldn’t afford to 

move 

2. Tended to be family affairs 

3. Wagon trains 

a. Native American attacks tended to be one of the lesser dangers to natural 

disasters, disease, etc.  

b. Travelers noted the miles of discarded trash along the trails  

4. Railroads promoted and brought settlers west  

5. The Great Plains was the fastest growing area by percentage between 1860 and 1900  

D. Life on the Plains 
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1. Attracted lots of northern Europeans such as Swedes, Germans, Norwegians, and 

Russians who were comfortable with the cold  

2. Women 

a. Valuable because of the work they provided on the homestead  

b. The line became “men’s” and “women’s” work became blurred and women 

engaging in traditionally men’s work  

c. More of an egalitarian atmosphere- no coincidence it is western, frontier 

states to first grant woman suffrage (Wyoming- 1
st
 in 1869)  

3. Life was hard  

a. Loneliness 

b. Natural threats 

c. Extreme temperatures 

i. Hot summers and drought 

ii. Cold winters with blinding blizzards  

d. Grasshoppers and locust swarms 

e. Dust storms 

f. Prairie fires  

g. Shortage of wood 

i. Homes were heated burning buffalo chips 

ii. Sod houses or dugouts into hillsides 

a) Well-insulated 

b) But pests such as bugs were a major problem  

c) The settlers were sometimes known as “sodbusters”  

4. Water 

a. Though it was not the Great American Desert, it was pretty arid 

i. < 20 inches of rainfall per year 

ii. Need for irrigation projects 

iii. John Wesley Powell warned it could not sustain agriculture west of 

the 100
th

 meridian  

b. Boosters from railroads and local communities claimed “rain follows the 

plow” 

i. Idea that when you till the soil that will unlock moisture into the 

air that will return as rainfall 

ii. People mistakenly believed this because the first years of mass 

movement into the Plains rain was unusually abundant  

5. Overgrazing and reckless agriculture techniques erosion that will ultimately result 

in the “Dust Bowl” of the 1930s  

E. Oklahoma 

1. Indian Territory had been basically off-limits to white settlement  

2. Increasing calls from whites to open Oklahoma and the government agreed  

3. “The final fling” of western settlement 

a. 22 April 1889: the Indian Territory was officially opened to white 

settlement 

b. Nearly 100,000 came 

c. “Sooners” were those who cheated and crossed into the settlement before 

settlement officially began 

d. Oklahoma City literally sprang up overnight with 10,000 people  

F. Rapidly growing West 

1. In 1850 only 1% of Americans lived in the Western half of the country 

2. By 1900- 30% 

3. The population of the Great Plains tripled between 1870 and 1900  

4. During the 1880s 40,000 miles of track was laid west of the Mississippi River  

5. Statehood for western territories 

a. Nebraska (1867) 

b. Colorado (1876) 

c. Between 1888 and 1890 seven western states were admitted to the Union  
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V. The West’s Economy 

A. Farmers 

1. Fencing 

a. 1874: Joseph F. Glidden invented barbed wire 

b. “Fencing wars” between ranchers and farmers  

2. Need for water in the arid west 

a. Irrigation projects  

3. Farmers increasingly planted a single crop  

B. Mining 

1. Copper, tin, zinc, coal, gold, silver, and iron  

2. Booms 

a. California Gold Rush (1849) 

b. 1858: gold was found in Pike’s Peak, Colorado 

c. Late 1850s: the Comstock Lode was discovered in Nevada (between 1859 

and 1879 it produced $306 million)  

d. 1874: gold was found in the Black Hills 

e. California miners who headed east were known as “yonder-siders”  

f. The biggest strike was the Big Bonanza in 1873 

g. Klondike in Alaska in the late 1890s  

3. Boom towns 

a. Virginia City, Nevada 

b. Deadwood, South Dakota 

c. Many busted and eventually turned into ghost towns  

d. Men >>> women  

4. Small-scale operations were replaced by large-scale corporations 

a. Ex: Anaconda Copper Co.  

5. Environmental impact 

a. Strip-mining and hydraulic mining led to erosion  

b. Some areas never fully recovered  

C. Oil  

1. Texas 

a. Discovery of oil at Corsicana in 1894 

b. Spindletop (1901) near Beaumont  

2. California had a small oil boom 

D. Timber in the Pacific Northwest  

E. Cattle 

1. Spanish/Mexican influence on ranching 

a. Mexican vaqueros had developed many ranching techniques later adopted 

by Anglo cowboys  

b. Vocabulary 

i. vaquero  buckaroo 

ii. rancho  ranch 

iii. la riata  lariat  

2. Reasons for the growth of the cattle industry  

a. Demand for beef 

i. Before the Civil War Americans, had primarily been pork eaters 

ii. Increased demand for beef from eastern city dwellers  

b. Texas longhorns  

i. Approximately 5 million were roaming the open range of Texas 

after the Civil War 

ii. Tough, sturdy animals that were semi-feral  

iii. Basically there for the taking for returning Confederate veterans 

after the war  

iv. But did not produce the best meat 

c. Lots of cheap land for ranching  
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d. Railroads 

e. Improved meat-packing  

i. Swift and Armour in Chicago 

ii. Refrigerated railcars  

3. The cattle drives 

a. Late 1860s-1880s  

b. The longhorns were rounded up in South Texas and driven to Missouri and 

Kansas where they could then be shipped by railroad to meatpacking plants 

in Kansas City or Chicago  

c. The “Long Drive” 

d. Dangers of the drive 

i. Getting the animals moving  

a) A dominant animal would lead the herd- sometimes it 

would be brought back to Texas to do it again (the 

“Judas” bull) 

b) Made a measly 15 miles a day typically  

ii. Stampedes 

iii. Long stretches without water 

iv. Long and monotonous  

v. Cattle rustlers  

vi. Hostile farmers 

a) Worried about the cattle foraging in their fields 

b) The cattle carried a tick disease called Texas Fever that 

decimated the northern cattle because they had no 

immunity  

e. Major trails 

i. Chisholm Trail, Western Trail, and Goodnight-Loving Trail 

ii. Ended in cow towns like Abilene, Kansas and Ogallala, Nebraska  

f. By 1880 more than 6 million head were driven north  

g. Approximately 50% of cowboys were Mexican or African-Americans  

h. Joseph G. McCoy  

i. Convinced Abilene, Kansas to be a destination for cattle drives 

because it was pretty far west, railroad connection, not many local 

farmers  

ii. Built pens and creating special loading facilities to get cattle on 

trains to ship east  

4. End of the cattle drives 

a. Fencing ended the open range 

i. Joseph Glidden: invented barbed wire 

ii. Range wars between sheep vs. cattle vs. farmers  

b. The expansion of railroads into Texas made cattle drives obsolete  

c. New breeds of cattle such as Angus and Hereford were more desirable than 

the longhorn  

5. Expansion of ranching into the northern Plains (ex: Montana and the Dakotas)  

6. The severe winters of 1885-1887  

a. Winter came early and temperatures plummeting 

b. Heavy snow fall  

c. In some areas 90% of cattle were killed from the cold and/or starvation 

trying to paw through the snow for grass  

d. One account of the aftermath: “Piles of dead cattle were stacked so high the 

fences (that) succeeding waves of drift cattle could cross the other side on 

the frozen carcasses or hard-packed snow.”  

e. Resulted in more what cattle ranching is like today  

i. Shelter in case of bad weather rather than letting them fend for 

themselves 

ii. Hay  more fencing  further end of the open range  
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VI. The Closing of the Frontier 

A. The Census of 1890  

1. Declared there was no longer a discernible frontier line; it was “so broken into 

isolated bodies of settlement that there can hardly be said to be a frontier line.” 

B. Frederick Jackson Turner’s “Frontier Thesis” 

1. The Significance of the Frontier in American History (1893) 

2. Argued the frontier was what made America unique and its closing would have 

negative consequences  

a. “The existence of an area of free land, its continuous recession and the 

advance of American settlement westward, explain American development. 

And now, four centuries from the discovery of America… the frontier is 

gone, and with its going has closed the first period of American history.” 

b. “This perennial rebirth, this fluidity of American life, this expansion 

westward with its new opportunities, its continuous touch with the 

simplicity of primitive society, furnish the forces dominating American 

character. The true point of view in the history of this nation is not the 

Atlantic coast, it is the great West.” 

c. “Up to our own day American history has been in a large degree the history 

of the colonization of the Great West. The existence of an area of free land, 

continuous recession, and the advance of American settlements, westward, 

explain American development.” 

d. “From the beginning of the settlement of America, the frontier regions have 

exercised a steady influence toward democracy…American democracy is 

fundamentally the outcome of the experience of the American people in 

dealing with the West…”  

C. More a psychological threat than anything because there was still plenty of land in the 

continental United States 

 

VII. Mythology of the Old West 

A. Popular culture from contemporary times to the present has created a certain mythology for 

the West 

1. Dime novels 

a. Cheap, mass-produced books about the West 

b. Brett Hart 

c. The account of lawman Pat Garrett killing Bill the Kid was wildly popular 

in the 1880s  

2. Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show 

a. “Buffalo” Bill Cody 

i. Had been a scout for the Army  

ii. Consummate promoter and showman 

b. Toured the United States and overseas between 1883-1913 

c. Extremely popular, reinforcing the mythology of the West  

i. Live animals such as horses and buffalo 

ii. Sharpshooters like Annie Oakley 

iii. Real-life cowboys and Indians (ex: Sitting Bull) 

iv. “Historical” reenactments such as “Custer’s Last Stand” ending 

with the banner “Too Late” indicating Buffalo Bill had been o-so-

close to saving Custer and his men  

3. Film- the Western   

a. Early Hollywood found the Western to be a popular genre 

b. In the 1950s-1960s the Western was arguably the most popular genre 

i. Ex: John Wayne  

c. Contemporary films like Tombstone, Into the West, Lonesome Dove, etc.  

B. The “Wild West” 

1. Fascination with outlaws and lawmen  
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a. Outlaws 

i. Jesse James 

ii. John Wesley Hardin 

iii. Billy the Kid  

b. Famous lawmen  

i. Wyatt Earp  

ii. Wild Bill Hickok  

c. The shootout at the OK Corral in Tombstone, Arizona 

2. Wild, whooping Indians attacking stagecoaches, etc.  

3. But not nearly as wild as people would like to believe 

a. Ex: Wild West shootouts with two gunmen squaring off in the middle of the 

street were extremely rare  

C. Impact today 

1. Look at the number of sports teams who have a nickname associated with the West 

a. Ex: the Dallas Cowboys and the San Francisco 49ers  
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Politics of the Gilded Age, 1868-1896 

 
I. The Gilded Age 

A. Termed coined by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner in The Gilded Age: A Tale of 

Today (1872) 

1. Gilded: looks like gold on the outside, but it is really fake 

2. Period roughly covers the end of the Civil War to the turn of the twentieth century 

(1865-1900) 

B. Great deal of change as the United States transitions to something which resembles modern 

America 

1. Agricultural  industrial 

2. Rural  urban  

3. Isolated  integrated 

4. Localized  national  

5. Traditional  modern  

C. Decadence and extravagance displayed by the growing class of millionaires  

 

II. Characteristics of Politics in the Gilded Age 

A. Great deal of corruption and scandal 

1. Scandal and corruption at all levels of government, all regions of the country  

2. The corruption of urban political machines 

a. Ex: Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall in New York City  

3. Voter fraud 

a. The total vote sometimes exceeded the number of eligible voters 

b. No Australian (secret) ballot 

c. Voters were sometimes instructed by bosses to vote multiple times 

d. Especially common in cities dominated by powerful machines  

4. Corruption in Reconstruction governments in the South  

5. Corruption in post-Reconstruction South 

a. Ex: Jim Crow laws and intimidation of black voters 

b. One Mississippi judge acknowledged in 1890 that “Since 1875…we have 

been preserving the ascendancy of the white people by...stuffing ballot 

boxes, committing perjury, and here and there in the state carrying the 

elections by fraud and violence.”  

6. Patronage 

a. A corruption of Jackson’s “Spoils System” 

b. Especially prevalent in urban political machines (ex: providing immigrants 

jobs in return for their votes) 

B. Strong party affiliation  

1. The notion and affiliation of political parties was much stronger than today 

a. Most voters voted straight ticket (vote just for one party) 

b. Less than 5% would be considered what we call Independents today  

2. Lots of party swag (ex: buttons) 

3. With fewer forms of leisure time, politics was more of a national pastime than today  

4. Newspapers were extremely partisan  

5. Even fights between Democrats and Republicans because of party affiliation  

C. Very competitive elections between the Democrats and Republicans 

1. High voter turnout 

a. Elections were not only entertaining but voting was considered a civic duty  

b. Much higher than today  

i. The highest between 1968 and 2004 was 60% 

c. 1876: voter turnout in presidential election was >80% 

d. In 1876 it was 94% in Ohio, 95% in Indiana, and 99% in Iowa 

2. Republicans however won all but two of the presidential elections during the period, 

but were very close 
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a. Grover Cleveland would be the only Democrat to serve in the nation’s 

highest office 

b. In three of the five elections between 1876 and 1892, the popular vote was 

separated by only 7% 

3. The Democrats could win the presidency by picking up the South, New York, and 

one or two Midwestern states 

a. The Democrats solidly controlled the South  

b. This is why New York, Indiana, and Ohio were so important and a 

disproportionate number of candidates came from these two states 

i. The Democrats nominated New Yorkers 4 of 5 times between 

1872 and 1888 

ii. Hayes, Garfield, and Harrison were all Republican candidates from 

Ohio  

D. Stalemate and gridlock  

1. But only for six years for the period did the same party control the presidency, the 

House of Representatives, and the Senate  

a. Republicans 

i. 1881-1883 

ii. 1889-1891 

b. Democrats 

i. 1879-1881 

2. Created gridlock- therefore not much major legislation passed  

3. Major exception: the “Billion Dollar Congress”  during the Harrison administration 

dominated by the Republicans (1889-1891) 

E. The Republicans 

1. Also known as the “Grand Old Party” (GOP) 

2. Constituency 

a. Northern evangelical Protestants 

b. Blacks in the South (but will later be disenfranchised by Jim Crow laws) 

c. Union veterans  

3. “Waving the Bloody Shirt” 

a. Tactic of urging Union veterans to vote for the GOP 

b. 1880 poll in Indiana found 69% of Union veterans voted for the GOP, only 

25% for the Democrats  

c. Between 1868 and 1890 eight of the nine Republican nominees for 

President were Union veterans (the sole exception was James G. Blaine  

who lost in 1884) 

d. “Vote as you shot” 

e. Did a good job of associating the Democrats as the party of slavery and 

secession  

f. In 1866 one Indiana Republican claimed: “The Democratic Party may be 

described as a common sewer and loathsome receptacle into which in 

emptied every element of treason North and South.” 

g. Robert Ingersoll: “I want you to know that every man who thinks the state 

is greater than the Union is a Democrat. Every man that declared (for) 

slavery was a Democrat; every man that signed an ordinance of secession 

was a Democrat. Every man that lowered our flag from the skies was a 

Democrat…Every man that shot a Union soldier was a Democrat.”  

h. One Republican speaker described the Democrats as the party of “rum, 

Romanism, and rebellion.” 

4. Looser interpretation of the Constitution, wanted a more active federal government  

5. Platform   

a. Pro-business policies- the party of big business  

b. Emphasized tariffs  

i. Continuation from their Whig roots  

ii. Generally opposed by the Democrats 
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iii. The McKinley Tariff of 1890- extremely high tariffs  

iv. Reasons to support tariffs 

a) #1 source of revenue for the federal government  

b) Protects American manufacturers  

c. Believed in a more active federal government than the Democrats (not 

nearly as active as today though), looser interpretation of the Constitution  

i. Ex: increased pensions for Union veterans 

ii. Again, the Whig legacy  

d. More likely to be interested in moral issues such as temperance  

6. The “Billion Dollar Congress” (1889-1891) 

a. Dominated by the Republicans and at the time of a Republican President 

(Benjamin Harrison)  

b. McKinley Tariff (1890) 

c. Sherman Antitrust Act (1890) 

d. Sherman Silver Purchase Act (1890) 

e. Expansion of the navy 

f. Increased pensions for veterans  

7. Senator George F. Hoar (R-Massachusetts) summed up being a Republican in 1889: 

“The men who do the work of piety and charity in our churches; the men who 

administer our school systems; the men who own and till their own farms; the men 

who perform skilled labor in the shops; the soldiers, the men who went to war and 

stayed all through; the men who paid the debt and kept the currency sound, and 

saved the nation’s honor; the men who saved the country in war, and have made it 

worth living in peace, community, and as a rule, by the natural law of their being, 

find their place in the Republican Party; while the old slave-owner and slave-driver, 

the saloon-keeper, the ballot-box suffer, the Ku Klux, the criminal class of the great 

cities, the men who cannot read and write, commonly, and as a rule, by the natural 

law of their being, find their congenial place in the Democratic Party.”  

F. The Democrats 

1. Constituents 

a. Strong in the South after Reconstruction 

i. The “Solid South”: the South consistently voted for the Democrats 

until the 1970s-1980s 

ii. Especially after the 1890s when blacks were effectively 

disenfranchised  

iii. Emotional appeal of the “Lost Cause” 

b. Strong among immigrants 

i. Especially Catholics 

ii. German and Irish communities in the North 

iii. Stronger in urban political machines  

c. More intraparty divisions between urban and rural wings 

2. Platform 

a. More laissez-faire than the Republicans  

b. Smaller government- states’ rights  

G. Inactive presidents 

1. The presidents of the Gilded Age are largely forgettable because they left no long-

standing legacy 

a. Ulysses S. Grant (1869-1877) 

b. Rutherford B. Hayes (1877-1881) 

c. James A. Garfield (1881) 

d. Chester A. Arthur (1881-1885) 

e. Grover Cleveland (1885-1889, 1893-1897) 

f. Benjamin Harrison (1889-1893) 

2. Sandwiched between the very active Lincoln (1861-1865) and Theodore Roosevelt 

(1901-1909) presidencies 
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3. At the time Congress was considered the dominant branch and was expected to 

initiate more than today  

a. Speaker of the House Thomas B. Reed was so powerful that he was known 

as the “Czar” because of his “Reed Rules” 

b. “Uncle” Joe Cannon later became powerful as Speaker of the House  

4. Overall, government was rather laissez-faire when compared to today  

a. Ex: there were several years in which the government ran a surplus rather 

than a deficit  

H. Major issues of the Gilded Age 

1. Tariffs 

a. Tax on imports  

b. Also known as customs duties 

c. #1 source of income for the federal government before the income tax 

(1913) 

d. #1 issue of the day  

2. Civil service reform 

3. Corruption  

4. Gold standard and currency reform  

5. From our contemporary vantage point, it can be argued the two parties were not all 

that much different; however it would have been difficult to convince them of that  

 

III. Corruption in Municipal Politics  

A. Machines 

1. A network of political activists band tightly by personal loyalty to a boss or the party 

organization 

2. Committed to cultivating and mobilizing voters in the neighborhood or precinct 

3. Provided patronage and services in return for votes in the next election 

a. Ex: providing jobs, paving roads, etc.  

b. At a time when there was not welfare as we know it- they provided 

assistance to the poor  

4. Appealed especially to immigrant voters- especially the Irish  

B. Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall in New York City  

1. May have taken as much as $200 million from New York City 

a. When building a courthouse that was to cost $250,000 it end up costing > 

$13 million  

b. Bribes, kickbacks, etc.  

2. Stuffing ballot boxes 

a. Tweed: “The ballots made no results- the counters made the results.” 

b. Convincing people to vote multiple times 

i. One Tammany Hall captain put it this way: “When you’ve voted 

them with their whiskers on, you take them to a barber and scrape 

off the chin fringe. Then you vote them again with the side lilacs 

and a mustache. Then to a barber again, off comes the sides and 

you vote a third time with a mustache. If that isn’t enough and the 

box can stand a few more ballots, clean off the mustache and vote 

them plain face. That makes one of them good for four votes.”  

3. Brought down by the cartoonist Thomas Nast in the early 1870s   

a. The cartoons mocked the largesse of Tammany Hall and exposed the 

rampant fraud and corruption to the people  

b. Tweed: “I don’t care a straw for your newspaper, my constituents don’t 

know how to read, but they can’t help seeing those damned pictures.” 

c. Tweed tried to flee the country- he was apprehended when a Spanish 

customs agent recognized Tweed from Nast’s cartoons  

4. Attorney Samuel Tilden tried and convicted Tweed on multiple counts- Tweed 

ultimately died in prison  

C. Other notable bosses 
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1. “Honest” John Kelley  

2. Charles F. Murphy  

3. George Washington Plunkitt 

a. Talked of “honest graft” 

b. Defended machines by stating they provided much-needed services to the 

poor  

i. “What tells in holding your group on your district is to go right 

down among the poor families and help them in different ways 

they need help… If there’s a fire in Ninth, Tenth, or Eleventh 

Avenue, for example, any hour of the day or night. I’m usually 

there with some of my election district captains as soon as the fire 

engines. If a family is burned out, I don’t ask whether they are 

Republicans or Democrats, and I don’t refer them to the Charity 

Organization Society, which would investigate their case in a 

month or two and decide they were worthy of help aobut the time 

they are dead from starvation. I just got quarters for them, buy 

clothes for them if their clothes burned up, and fix them up until 

things get running again. It’s philanthropy but its politics too- 

mighty good politics. Who can tell me how many votes of these 

fires brings me?”  

 

IV. Ulysses S. Grant (1869-1877) 

A. Ulysses S. Grant  

1. Fought in the Mexican War  

2. Had largely been a failure before the Civil War  

3. Civil War hero 

4. Had no prior political experience   

B. Election of 1868 

1. Ulysses S. Grant (R) vs. Horatio Seymour (D) 

2. Grant’s campaign slogan- Let Us Have Peace 

3. Grant won largely because of the black vote in the South 

C. Scandals during the Grant administration 

1. Jim Fisk and Jay Gould 

a. Attempted to corner the gold market in 1869 

b. Grant’s Secretary of Treasury had acted foolishly but Grant himself did no 

wrong doing  

2. Crédit Mobilier Scandal 

a. The Crédit Mobilier was a fraudulent railroad company involved in building 

the transcontinental railroad 

b. Illegal kickbacks to investors  

c. Paid off key Republican Congressmen and Vice President Schuyler Colfax 

3. The Whiskey Ring 

a. Excise taxes were a major source of government revenue  

b. Attempt to defraud the government by filing false tax reports 

c. Grant’s personal secretary, Orville E. Babcock, was involved  

4. The “Indian Ring” 

a. Secretary of War William Belknap accepted bribes and was forced to resign  

5. Other scandals 

a. Congress voted itself a 50% pay increase  

b. Grant’s brother was paid for surveying land in Wyoming- he never set foot 

in the territory  

c. The ambassador to Great Britain was unethically promoting his mining 

interests  

6. Grant was NOT personally or directly involved in any of the scandals  

a. Problem of trusting too many “loyal” subordinates  



 209 

b. At the end of his presidency Grant admitted “mistakes had been made” but 

attributed them due to a lack of political experience 

D. Rise of the Liberal Republicans 

1. Committed to honest government 

a. “Turn the Rascals Out” 

b. Return to a more laissez-faire government and called for civil service 

reform 

2. Headed by Carl Schurz 

E. Election of 1872 

1. The Republicans renominated Grant 

2. The Liberal Republicans and Democrats both nominated Horace Greeley 

a. Editor of the New York Tribune 

b. A rather weak candidate  

3. Grant was easily victorious 

4. The Liberal Republicans did convince the Republican Party to clean house 

 

V. The Panic of 1873 

A. Post-Civil War economic slump in the mid-1870s 

1. Caused by the collapse of Jay Cooke’s bank 

2. Sharp rise in unemployment and businesses failed  

3. Increased number of people struggling and in debt  

B. “Crime of ’73” 

1. Congress ended the coinage of silver 

2. Hated by soft money advocates; debtors wanted inflation to better pay off debts  

C. The Greenbackers 

1. Greenback Labor Party  

2. Wanted more paper money in circulation 

a. Hence the name Greenbacker 

b. The idea was to create inflation to help debtors easier pay their debt 

3. Appealed to farmers in debt 

4. Conservative business interests supporter gold as a more stable form of currency  

5. 1878: elected several members in the House of Representatives 

6. 1880: nominated James B. Weaver for president  

7. Success in getting the Bland-Allison Act (1878) passed- purchase of silver  

 

VI. Rutherford B. Hayes (1877-1881) 

A. Rutherford B. Hayes 

1. Civil War veteran 

2. Proponent of sound money or “hard money” (gold rather than greenbacks) 

B. Election of 1876 

1. Rutherford B. Hayes (R) vs. Samuel Tilden (D) 

2. But disputed results in three states 

a. Louisiana 

b. South Carolina 

c. Florida 

3. A special electoral commission was unable to come up with a good solution 

a. 8-7 along partisan lines in favor of Hayes 

b. The Democrats threatened to filibuster 

c. There was a very real fear violence would erupt 

4. Resulted in the Compromise of 1877 

C. Compromise of 1877 

1. Republicans promised: 

a. End of Reconstruction and a return to “home rule” in the South by 

removing the last of the federal troops from the South  

b. Increased railroad construction in the South  

2. Hayes became president  
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D. Hayes’s domestic policies 

1. Hayes’ presidency was fairly lackluster with the exception of using federal troops to 

put down a the Great Railroad Strike 

2. Promised one-term  

 

VII. James A. Garfield (1881) and Chester A. Arthur (1881-1885) 

A. Election of 1880 

1. Garfield (R) vs. Winfield Scott Hancock (D) vs. James B. Weaver (Greenback) 

a. Weaver will later be a candidate for the Populist Party  

b. Garfield was a dark horse candidate chosen largely because of his Civil War 

experience  

c. Hancock was a Civil War hero with no political experience  

2. Garfield won a narrow popular victory but won convincingly in the Electoral 

College: 214 to 155 

B. Divisions in the Republican Party 

1. Mugwumps 

a. Opposed patronage and corruption within the Republican Party  

b. Some actually endorsed Cleveland in 1884 

c. Included people such as Thomas Nast 

2. Stalwarts 

a. Roscoe Conkling and Chester A. Arthur 

b. Believed in patronage and opposed efforts of civil service reform  

3. Half-breeds 

a. James G. Blaine  

b. Wanted the Republican Party to abandon Reconstruction and the South in 

favor of pursing pro-business policies  

C. The assassination of Garfield (2 July 1881) 

1. Assassinated by Charles J. Guiteau, a mentally-ill disgruntled office seeker  

a. After shooting Garfield he shouted “I am a Stalwart and Arthur is now 

President!” 

2. Though it looked as if Garfield was to recover, his health took a downturn and he 

became the second American president to be assassinated  

D. Chester A. Arthur (1881-1885) 

1. Arthur was a lackluster man who now found himself in the nation’s most prestigious 

office 

2. Refused to run for reelection in 1884 

E. The Pendleton Act of 1883 

1. Civil service had been a major issue 

a. Civil service is government bureaucrats who carry out the work of 

government (ex: postal service)  

b. Ex: the rise of the Civil Service Reform League  

c. 1881: >50% of federal jobs were doled out through the spoils system (#1 

being the Post Office)  

2. The “Magna Carta” of civil-service reform 

a. Required competitive exams for many government positions 

b. Creation of the Civil Service Commission 

c. The idea was to have more qualified workers rather than the products of the 

spoils system  

3. By 1901 the law applied to 44% of federal employees 

4. Many states followed with similar exams  

 

VIII. Grover Cleveland (1885-1889, 1893-1897) and Benjamin Harrison (1889-1893) 

A. Grover Cleveland 

1. The only president to serve two non-consecutive terms  

2. Also the only Democrat to be president during the Gilded Age, only one from 1860-

1912 
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B. Election of 1884 

1. Grover Cleveland (D) vs. James G. Blaine (R) 

a. Blaine had been tainted by charges of corruption 

b. Cleveland’s illegitimate child was used against him  

2. Cleveland won largely because of divisions in the Republican Party and narrowly 

winning New York’s 36 electoral votes by a mere 11,000 votes  

C. Important legislation passed during Cleveland’s first term 

1. Interstate Commerce Act of 1887 

2. Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 

D. As a Democrat, Cleveland attacked the tariffs  

1. Tariffs are a major part of the Republican program  

2. The Wilson-Gorman Tariff (1894)  

a. Cut in tariff rates 

b. Did have a clause for an income tax that was declared unconstitutional by 

Pollock v. Farmers’ Loan and Trust Co. (1895) until the Sixteenth 

Amendment (1913) 

E. Cleveland used the veto a record number of times up to that point  

1. Ex: vetoed a pension for Union veterans 

2. An example of the deadlock with a Congress dominated by Republicans  

F. Benjamin Harrison (1889-1893) 

1. Grandson of President William Henry Harrison 

2. Former Civil War General  

3. Election of 1888 

a. Harrison (R) vs. Cleveland (D) 

b. Harrison actually received fewer popular votes than Cleveland but still won 

a narrow electoral victory  

4. Domestic achievements- the Billion Dollar Congress  

a. Undertook a program for modernizing the Navy 

b. Sherman Antitrust Act of 1890 

c. Sherman Silver Purchase Act of 1890  

d. McKinley Tariff (1890): dramatic increase in tariffs  

e. But many Americans felt the government went too far  

i. The Republicans suffering stunning losses in the 1890 mid-term 

elections 

ii. The Democrats were primed to win the presidency in 1892 

G. Election of 1892 

1. Cleveland (D) vs. Harrison (R) vs. James B. Weaver (Populist)  

2. Cleveland won an unprecedented, inconsecutive term  

H. Panic of 1893 

1. Severely hurt Cleveland’s second term 

2. The most severe economic downturn in U.S. history besides the Great Depression of 

the 1930s  

3. Coxey’s March (1894) and Pullman Strike (1895) 

4. Cleveland was criticized for allowing J.P. Morgan to bail out the government  

5. Contributed to the growing power of the Populist Party  

I. Mid-term elections of 1894: the Republicans made major gains 

 

IX. William McKinley (1897-1901) 

A. Civil War veteran from Ohio 

B. Promoter of big business, pro-tariff Republican  

C. Won the Election of 1896 

D. Spanish American War 

E. Slow shift away from laissez-faire to a more activist government  

F. Increased tariff with the Dingley Tariff  

G. Assassinated in 1901- succeeded by Theodore Roosevelt 
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Post-Civil War Industrialization, 1865-1900 
 

I. Factors Required for Industrial Growth 

A. Abundance of raw materials 

1. Ex: coal, iron, etc. 

2. Coal  

a. Especially important for heating homes as well as powering mill furnaces 

b. Generates steam power (ex: railroads) 

c. Produced in Appalachia (ex: West Virginia and Pennsylvania) and the 

Rockies  

3. The United States is exceptionally blessed with an abundance of raw materials  

B. Large labor supply 

1. Initially a problem in early American history because people preferred to acquire 

abundant cheap land 

a. Remember the first factory workers were New England girls from failing 

farms  

b. In the U.S.: land > labor; in Europe: labor > land  

2. Started to occur when: 

a. Immigrants coming from abroad who were willing to work for low wages 

(ex: the Irish)  

b. People moving from rural areas to the city 

C. Technological improvements 

1. Ex: dramatic increase in the number of patents in the post-Civil War period  

2. Enabled industry to be more efficient and therefore more profitable  

D. Available capital (money) 

1. Improvements in banking and finance  

2. Rise of corporations 

3. Growing millionaire class  

E. Entrepreneurs 

1. Risk-takers who are willing to finance new enterprises 

a. Ex: the robber barons 

b. There must be a favorable business climate in order for this to occur 

2. Today, Bill Gates would be an excellent example of an entrepreneur  

F. Transportation network 

1. Improved water transportation like steamship 

2. Railroads  

G. Business-friendly government 

1. Siding with business over labor  

2. Subsidies for railroads  

3. Lack of stifling regulation (“red tape”), laissez-faire  

H. Improved transportation network  

1. Railroads 

2. Creates a larger market for industry 

I. Export-driven market  

1. The domestic market is not enough to consume all that is produced 

2. The absolute necessity of international markets  

J. All of these factors come together after the Civil War 

1. The Civil War did much to launch the post-Civil War industrialization boom  

2. Ex: industrial production grew by 75% from 1865 to 1873 

3. The U.S. became the world’s preeminent industrial power by 1900  

 

II. Railroads 

A. Rapid growth of railroads 

1. Increasing mileage 

a. 1860: 35,000 

b. 1870: 52,000 
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c. 1880: 93,000 

d. 1890: 164,000 

e. 1900: 193,000 

f. In 1900 the United States had more miles of railroads than all of Europe 

combined 

2. American railroads carried: 

a. 1865: 10 billion tons of freight/mile 

b. 1890: 90 billion tons of freight/mile  

B. Financing railroad construction  

1. Too expensive for private entrepreneurs to finance themselves 

2. The federal government provided subsidies, usually in the form of land grants 

a. Actually greater an area than Texas 

b. Ex: the Pacific Railway Act of 1862 provided generous land grants for 

building the transcontinental railroad  

c. 1862-1872: $64 million in loans and tax incentives  

d. The benefits for the government 

i. Postal service 

ii. Military  

iii. Overall, railroads benefit the economy  

3. State and local governments also provided generous subsidies  

4. The rise of the modern corporation to obtain capital  

C. Importance of railroads coming to your town  

1. Towns could wilt or thrive depending on whether the railroads decided to come 

through your town 

2. Examples 

a. North Zulch vs. Bryan, Texas 

i. They are less than 15 miles apart 

ii. The railroad decided to come through Bryan  

iii. Bryan thrived and today North Zulch is a town in name only  

b. College Station, Texas 

i. The community that emerged around Texas A&M whose location 

was chosen because the railroad was built through there 

ii. The name is taken from the train station there 

c. Jefferson, Texas  

i. Located on the Red River 

ii. Decided it wanted to rely on river trade and travel, and thus the 

railroad bypassed the community 

iii. Jefferson is nothing today  

3. Later, interstate highways in the 1950s-1970s had a comparable impact on 

communities 

4. But towns did sprout up along rail lines (ex: water and fuel) 

D. The Transcontinental Railroad 

1. The need for a transcontinental railroad to the Pacific 

a. Need to build a railroad to California 

b. The Gadsden Purchase (1853) 

c. The Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) 

2. Pacific Railway Act (1862) 

a. Generous loans and subsidies from the federal government  

b. Congress understood the need to connect the west coast to the rest of the 

country  

3. Two major railroad companies 

a. The Union Pacific  

i. Greenville M. Dodge and Thomas Durant 

ii. Built from east to west 

b. The Central Pacific 
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i. Under the “Big Four” (Charles Crocker, Leland Stanford, Collis P. 

Huntington, Mark Hopkins) 

ii. Built from west to east 

4. Largely built by Irish and Chinese laborers 

a. Very difficult labor 

b. Moving across the Great Plains workers had to worry about Indian attacks 

c. Moving from west to east, large amounts of dynamite was required to create 

tunnels, very dangerous work to build over and through the mountains  

5. Completion of the Transcontinental Railroad 

a. 10 May 1869: the two lines were connected at Promontory Point, just 

outside of Ogden, Utah  

b. A symbolic golden spike was driven  

c. Chinese laborers who contributed much of the labor were not permitted at 

the ceremony   

6. By 1900 there were 4 more transcontinental lines 

a. The Panic of 1873 had delayed the construction of the other transcontinental 

lines  

b. Northern Pacific (1883) 

c. Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe (1883) 

d. Southern Pacific (1887) 

e. Great Northern (1893) 

E. Other railroad tycoons 

1. James J. Hill 

2. Edward H. Harriman 

3. Cornelius Vanderbilt 

a. Perhaps the most famous railroad baron  

b. Known as the “Commodore” because he had initially been involved in 

steamboats 

i. Actually part of Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) 

ii. Had shipped people to California during the Gold Rush  

iii. Saw the future was in railroads and he diversified his assets  

c. Cutthroat competitor who often had little concern for the American people: 

i. Famously stated “The public be damned” 

ii. In a letter to a rival steamboat company- “Gentlemen, you have 

undertaken to cheat me. I won’t sue you for the law is too slow. I’ll 

ruin you.”  

d. When he died in 1877 he was the richest man in America; the Biltmore 

Estate outside Asheville, North Carolina is absolutely amazing  

F. Improvements in railroads  

1. Steel rails 

a. Could carry heavier loads and were more durable than iron rails 

b. By 1895 iron rails were no longer being produced and 88% of tracks were 

made of steel  

2. Standard gauge 

a. The width between tracks  

b. By 1890 a standard gauge had been established (4 ft 8.5 inches) 

3. Westinghouse airbrake 

4. Improved signaling prevented collisions  

5. Better types of railroad cars 

a. Pullman Palace Cars: luxurious, first-class cars  

b. Refrigerated cars  

6. Development of standard time zones (1883) 

a. Proposed by the American Railway Association  

b. Needed to be more efficient in an industrial society (ex: scheduling 

purposes)  

c. Four time zones in the continental United States  
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7. Trunk lines were integrated into a larger rail network  

G. Benefits to the economy 

1. Create a large domestic market 

a. Facilitated industrialization 

b. Sellers now had national rather than local or regional markets  

c. Ex: a farmer in California could purchase the newest fashions from New 

York and he could sell his citrus fruit back ease  

2. Opened the way for management of large-scale enterprises  

a. Ex: in the 1870s the Pennsylvania Railroad was the nation’s largest 

company with 20,000 employees  

3. Facilitated the growth of related industries 

a. Ex: iron, steel, and coal 

4. Reduced transportation costs dramatically  

5. Telegraphs follow railroads  

6. When railroad companies suffered, typically created large ripples in the rest of the 

economy  

H. Corruption 

1. Jay Cooke and the Northern Pacific Railroad 

2. Credit Mobilier 

3. Bribery of government officials 

4. Secret rebates to large shippers to secure their business  

5. Discriminated by charging more for short hauls than long hauls  

 

III. Technological Boom 

A. Increasing number of patents 

1. 1790-1860: 36,000 

2. 1860-1890: 440,000 

B. Americans were fascinated with technological developments 

1. The Centennial Exposition in 1876 which demonstrated the massive Corliss Engine 

2. The 1893 Chicago World’s Fair demonstrated all sorts of innovations and was a city 

of lights  

3. Scientific developments  

C. Various improvements 

1. Improvements in printing  

2. Improvements in cloth making 

3. Inventions such as the stock ticker, typewriter, and cash register  

D. The telephone 

1. Need to improve upon the telegraph 

2. Alexander Graham Bell 

a. Had taught the deaf-mute 

b. Developed the telephone in 1876 

3. Increasing number of telephones 

a. 1880: 50,000  

b. 1900: >1 million 

4. Bell Telephone Company  

E. Thomas Edison  

1. “Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.” 

2. Variety of inventions 

a. Held patents for over 1,000 inventions  

b. Phonograph (record player): was so stunning at the time that two women 

who first heard recorded sound fainted  

c. Light bulb 

d. Motion pictures 

e. Alkaline storage battery  

f. Tickertape  

3. Research laboratory at Menlo Park, New Jersey  
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a. Idea of a group of engineers, scientists, and inventors working as a team 

collaborating instead of working as lone inventors  

b. Other companies did the same by investing in research and development 

(ex: General Electric) 

F. Electricity 

1. Revolutionized society 

a. Created artificial light night and day  

b. Lighted cities 

c. Increased industrial production  

2. George Westinghouse and Nikola Tesla  

a. Pioneered developments in alternating current 

b. Ex: used alternating current to light the Columbian Exposition in Chicago 

(1893) 

c. Suggested the idea of hydroelectric power  

 

IV. The Trusts 

A. Large business corporations 

1. Bigger is generally better (“economies of scale”) 

2. Typically more efficient and therefore could drive out smaller businesses  

3. In 1900 a single firm could account for 60% of production in 50 different industries  

4. In 1910 <1% of the nation’s companies provided 45% of manufactured goods  

5. Strive to eliminate competition and create a monopoly  

6. Advantages of corporations 

a. Selling stock 

b. Limited liability 

c. Longevity  

7. Synonyms of trusts 

a. Pools 

b. Combinations 

c. Big business 

d. Monopolies  

B. Vertical vs. Horizontal integration 

1. Vertical integration 

a. A single company owns and controls the entire process from the unearthing 

of raw materials to the manufacture and sale of finished product (ex: 

advertising)  

b. More efficient and cuts costs because middle-men are eliminated 

c. Ex: U.S. Steel and to a lesser extent Standard Oil 

d. Ex: the United Fruit Company 

i. Owned the plantations 

ii. Owned the temperature-controlled shipping and storage facilities 

iii. Owned the distributed centers  

e. Relentless search for efficiency and making use of the by-products 

i. Philip Armour: “I like to turn bristle, blood, bones, and insides of 

pigs into revenue.”  

2. Horizontal integration 

a. Embracing a number of companies who engage in the same enterprise  

i. Ex: Standard Oil buying out rival companies  

ii. What today we would call a corporate merger  

b. Justified by Social Darwinism; many occurred during and shortly after 

panics when weaker companies could no longer survive   

C. Examples of powerful trusts and robber barons 

1. Robber barons 

a. The owners of these powerful monopolies- a negative term 

b. Or are they great captains of industry?  

2. The railroads  
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3. Andrew Carnegie and steel 

4. John J. Rockefeller and Standard Oil 

5. J.P. Morgan- banking and finance  

6. Gustavus Swift and Philip Armour and the meatpacking industry  

7. James B. Duke and tobacco processing (American Tobacco Company) 

a. Benefited from new cigarette rolling machines that dramatically increased 

productivity  

b. Produced 3.78 billion cigarettes in 1898  

8. McCormick Harvester Company  

9. American Sugar Company who controlled 98% of the market  

10. By 1900 there were approximately 200 trusts in all areas of life  

D. Steel 

1. Increasing importance in post-Civil War United States because it is stronger than 

iron 

a. Rails 

b. Skyscrapers 

c. Bridges (ex: Brooklyn Bridge) 

2. Bessemer Process 

a. Henry Bessemer (England) and William Kelly (United States) 

b. Improved process for steel-making by blasting air through molten iron and 

thus removing carbon and other impurities  

3. Andrew Carnegie  

a. Scottish immigrant who was a self-made millionaire 

b. Pittsburgh became the center of the steel industry because of the close 

proximity of coal and iron deposits (hence Pittsburgh Steelers) 

c. Henry Clay Fricke and Charles M. Schwab were skilled lieutenants  

d. So efficient that was actually able to increase production during the 

turbulent 1890s from 322,000 tons in 1890 to 4 million in 1900 

e. Dramatically reduced the price of steel 

i. Mid-1800s: $100/ton 

ii. 1900: $12/ton  

f. Bought out by J.P. Morgan when Carnegie wanted to retire and it became 

known as U.S. Steel  

g. Other steel companies were known as “Little Steel” 

4. By 1900 the United States out-produced Germany and Britain combined  

E. Oil 

1. Before the advent of the automobile, petroleum was used as a lubricant and for 

kerosene  

2. 1859: Edwin L. Drake discovered oil in western Pennsylvania  

a. Originally oil was derived from whale blubber before these major 

discoveries  

b. 1901 Spindletop, Texas boom 

3. John J. Rockefeller and Standard Oil 

a. By early 1880s Standard Oil controlled 95% of the nation’s oil production  

b. Focused on the refining of oil  

c. Emphasis on eliminating weaker competition Considered competition 

inefficient and wasteful 

d. Wanted to impose order by eliminating smaller and less efficient oil 

companies  

e. Great emphasis on efficiency (ex: saved money by decreasing the number 

of drops of solder on kerosene lids from 40 to 38 drops) 

f. Brutal competitor (ex: employed spies and secret rebates) 

g. Bribed government officials  

h. By 1881 there were some 40 auxiliary companies under the Standard Oil 

Corporation  
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V. The Gospel of Wealth and Philanthropy 

A. The rich did not apologize for being rich 

1. Very decadent era 

a. The rich flaunted their wealth 

b. Ex: the Vanderbilt’s Biltmore Estate outside Asheville, North Carolina 

2. Increasing number of millionaires 

3. Idea that poverty was a character flaw 

4. Thorstein Veblen in The Theory of the Leisure Class (1899) was critical of what he 

called “conspicuous consumption” 

5. But the wealthy did feel they had a great responsibility to use their wealth properly  

B. Philanthropy vs. charity  

C. The Gospel of Wealth 

1. The term comes from an article written by Andrew Carnegie and a subsequent book 

2. “This, then, is held to be the duty of the man of wealth: To set an example of modest, 

unostentatious living, shunning display or extravagance; to provide moderately for 

the legitimate wants of those dependent upon him; and, after doing so, to consider all 

surplus revenues which come to him simply as trust funds, which he is called upon to 

administer, and strictly bound as a matter of duty to administer in a manner which, in 

his judgment, is best calculated to produce the most beneficial results for the 

community-the man of wealth thus becoming the mere trustee and agent for his 

poorer brethren, bringing to their service his superior wisdom, experience, and 

ability to administer, doing for them better than they would or could do for 

themselves…” – Andrew Carnegie 

3. In particular, Andrew Carnegie donated his money to charitable causes 

a. Carnegie libraries, museums, opera houses, etc. 

b. By 1926 Carnegie had provided the funds for 2,811 libraries in the United 

States  

D. Colleges and universities founded through philanthropy  

1. Cornell 

2. Vanderbilt 

a. In Nashville, Tennessee 

b. Nickname- the Commodores 

3. University of Chicago 

a. John J. Rockefeller 

4. Tulane 

5. Duke 

6. Stanford  

E. Rockefeller also helped a major effort to eradicated hookworm in 1909 

 

VI. Government Attempts at Regulation 

A. Increasing support from the masses to regulate railroads and big business  

B. The Supreme Court and interstate commerce  

1. Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) 

2. Munn v. Illinois (1877) 

a. Upheld state railroad commissions to regulate commerce (which sometimes 

included interstate commerce) 

3. Wabash Case (1886) 

a. Ruled no state could regulate interstate commerce  

b. Basically reversed Munn v. Illinois (1877) 

C. Interstate Commerce Act (1887) 

1. First major attempt by the federal government to regulate railroads 

a. Many state railroad commissions were ineffective  

2. Prohibited pools and rebates 

a. Rebates were sometimes given in appreciation of a shippers business 

b. Strong companies sometimes demanded them so they would not go to rival 

lines (ex: Standard Oil) 
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3. Required rates to be published 

4. Specified rates be “reasonable and just” 

5. Created the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) 

6. A paper tiger; largely ineffective 

a. Between 1887 and 1905 in 15 of 16 cases, the Supreme Court ruled in favor 

of the railroads over the ICC  

D. Sherman Anti-trust Act (1890) 

1. Declared “every contract, combination in the form of trust or otherwise, or 

conspiracy, in restraint of trade or commerce among the several states, or with 

foreign nations, is hereby declared to be illegal”  

2. The United States became the first industrial nation to try to regulate trusts 

3. Paper tiger too because of many loopholes 

4. Ironically was used to prohibit boycotts by unions 

a. Danbury Hatter’s Case (1908) 

E. United States v. E.C. Knight Co. (1895) 

1. Ruled the law could not be applied to sugar manufacturing 

2. This created loopholes in the Sherman Antitrust Act   

 

VII. Workers 

A. Between 1860 and 1900 the number of workers in manufacturing quadrupled  

B. Working conditions 

1. Long hours 

a. Ex: steel workers worked 12 hours/day 

b. Many worked six-day weeks, 10-hour days 

c. Goal of an 8-hour work day 

d. No federal laws for maximum hours and overtime until the 1930s 

2. Low wages 

a. No federal minimum wage laws until the 1930s 

b. Wages were determined by supply and demand of labor  

c. Increasing number of low-skill, low-wage labor from women, children, and 

immigrants driving down wages  

d. Sometimes known as “wage slaves”  

e. The working class often had to have all members of the family work to 

make ends-meet  

3. Dangerous working conditions 

a. Few laws until the Progressive Era mandating safety regulations 

b. Mining was particularly dangerous 

i. Ex: 179 workers were killed in 1869 by a single accident  

c. Railroad workers also faced lots danger  

4. Monotonous  

a. Workers often operated the same machine or conducted the same process 

repetitively  

5. Ups and downs in the industrial cycle  

a. Ex: the Panics of 1873 and 1893 

6. Few benefits that we generally take for granted today 

a. Few vacations 

b. Lack of workmen’s compensation or benefits for injured workers  

7. Psychological loss of control and autonomy  

a. Employers increasingly became distant and aloof 

i. Ex: Frederick Winslow Taylor’s time and motion studies 

b. It was dictated when they came to work, when breaks were taken, when to 

go home, etc.  

c. Production quotas  

d. Tempo of work could be set by owners and workers could be forced to 

operate more than one machine  

e. Especially difficult for people who came from rural/agrarian backgrounds 
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i. Ex: seasonal cycles vs. working according to a time clock 

f. Demise of craftsmen and artisans 

i. Skilled  unskilled  

C. Child labor 

1. 1900: 1/10 of girls and 1/5 of boys between 10 and 15 were employed 

2. Ex: breaker boys 

a. Coal mines- would sort through treys of coal to remove rocks, etc. 

b. Old saying among miners: “Twice a boy and once a man in the poor miners 

life” because this is what many older miners were forced to do too  

3. Advocates to end child labor  

a. “Mother” Jones  

b. Passage of child labor laws during the Progressive Era (early 1900s-1920) 

D. Immigrant workers 

1. Employers realized they could pay them less 

2. Many immigrants did not have the funds to buy land  

3. 1890: 56% of the labor force in manufacturing was foreign-born or foreign parentage   

4. Employees made great attempts to assimilate and create an efficient workforce  

 

“I hear the whistle I must hurry. 

I hear the morning whistle 

It is time to go to shop… 

I change my clothes and get ready for work 

The starting whistle blows 

I eat my lunch 

I work until the whistle blows to quit 

I leave my workplace neat and clean 

I put all may clothes in the locker 

I must go home.” 

 

E. Labor unions 

1. The appeal of labor unions 

a. Purpose of unions- to organize workers to improve: 

i. Hours 

ii. Working conditions 

iii. Wages  

b. Support the closed shop 

i. Tactic where trade unions reserved all jobs only for union 

members  

ii. Way to keep low-wage workers out and maintain worker solidarity  

iii. Owners supported the open shop  

c. In addition, provided social functions for workers  

d. Can conduct a strike to ultimately achieve these goals if necessary  

e. However, only about 10% of workers were union members in the 1880s-

1890s; 4% belonged to unions in 1900 

2. The owners’ position on unions and ways to undermine labor organization  

a. Unions pose a threat 

i. Unions’ goals will cost the company and cut into their profit 

margins 

ii. Owners want to exercise control over their workers  

iii. Ex: unwilling to collectively bargain with their workers to 

negotiate owner-worker disputes  

b. A large labor supply enabled owners to treat workers poorly because they 

were expendable  

c. The practice of hiring strikebreakers, or scabs, to replace striking workers 

d. Yellow dog contracts 
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i. Upon hiring, workers signed they have not and would not join a 

union 

ii. Not made illegal until the 1930s  

e. Blacklist 

i. A list of union members, troublesome workers, etc.  

ii. Circulated among owners throughout an industry or throughout 

town to prevent these workers from finding work  

iii. It was believed if one group of workers achieved their goals, that 

would cause problems for all owners, so it was best to cooperate 

f. Employing company spies and Pinkerton Detectives to infiltrate the workers  

i. Basically a private army for business owners to be strike breakers  

g. Lockouts 

i. Closing a factory or business to break a labor movement before it 

could get organized  

h. Company towns and stores 

i. Most common for miners and done by the Pullman Palace Car 

Company  

ii. The workers lived in company-owned property and bought goods 

in company-owned stores 

iii. Sometimes workers would be paid in company scrip (money) 

which was redeemable only at company stores  

3. Government almost always sided with the owners over labor  

a. Sending in militia, troops to put down strikes  

b. In re Debs (1895) 

i. The Supreme Court upheld the use of injunctions in labor disputes, 

specifically citing the Pullman Strike  

ii. Injunctions: court orders which forbade workers from interfering 

with employers’ business  

c. Lochner v. New York (1905): struck down a law limiting bakery workers to 

a 60-hour work week 

4. Many associated union and strikes with radicalism and un-American ideas, 

especially at a time when radical ideas were spreading in Europe   

F. Prominent labor unions  

1. National Labor Union (NLU) 

a. Founded in 1866 

b. Led by William Sylvis 

c. Its views were too obsolete for the rapidly changing economy  

d. Lobbied the federal government for the first time- called for an 8-hour day  

e. End of the National Labor Union (NLU) 

i. Division of whether to allow blacks and women in the union  

ii. Hurt by the Panic of 1873 and unsuccessful strikes  

iii. Unexpected death of Sylvis  

iv. Though it was short-lived, it set the path for future labor union  

2. Molly Maguires 

a. Secretive radical Irish coal miners in Pennsylvania  

b. Violent, killed and threatened mine-owners and scabs 

c. Infiltrated by Pinkertons who used evidence of the conspiracies they 

committed to bring down the Mollies  

3. The Knights of Labor 

a. Official name, the Noble and Holy Order of the Knights of Labor, 

emphasized the importance of the working class 

b. “Injury to one is the concern to all.” 

c. Founded by Uriah S. Stephens in 1869 but will primarily be led by Terence 

V. Powderly  

d. Basically accepted all working class people  

a. Both skilled and unskilled workers 
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b. Even blacks and women  

c. Excluded “non-producers” such as bankers, lawyers, gamblers, and 

liquor dealers  

d. Excluded Chinese  

e. Goals 

a. Called for an 8-hour workday  

b. Abolition of child labor  

c. End of trusts and monopolies 

d. Calls for greater government to regulate and reform society  (ex: 

public ownership of railroads)  

f. Peaked in the mid-1880s with as many as 700,000 members 

g. End of the Knights of Labor  

a. Dramatically decreased and effectively ended after the Haymarket 

Square Riot (4 May 1886) 

b. Difficult to unionize all these groups under one organization  

4. The American Federation of Labor (AF of L) 

a. Founded in 1886 

b. Distrusted the Knights of Labor  

c. Membership included only skilled workers 

i. Sometimes known as craft unionism  

d. Headed by Samuel Gompers almost continuously until 1924 

i. Not radical- saw strikes as last resort and did not want radical, 

sweeping changes  

ii. Favored cooperation with employers and advocated mediation of 

labor disputes  

e. Advocated: 

i. Higher wages 

ii. Shorter hours 

iii. Better working conditions  

iv. Emphasis on collective bargaining: process of negotiating between 

labor unions and employers  

v. Known as “bread and butter unionism” or “pure and simple 

unionism” 

f. Resorted to strikes as a last resort  

g. 2 million members by 1914  

5. The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) 

a. Formed in 1905, also known as the “Wobblies”  

b. Membership 

i. Known as “One Big Union” because they let in all kinds of 

workers  

ii. Especially strong among Western miners and lumbermen  

c. Headed by “Big Bill” William Haywood  

d. Other leaders of the Wobblies  

i. “Mother” Jones  

ii. Frank Little 

iii. Elizabeth Gurley Flynn  

iv. Carlo Tresca  

e. Very radical- revolutionary goals of overthrowing the capitalist system  

i. Preamble of their charter: “The working class and the employing 

class have nothing in common. There can be no peace so long as 

hunger and want are found among millions of working class people 

and the few, who make up the employing class, have all the good 

things in life.”  

f. Basically ended because of World War I  

G. Strikes 

1. Increasing number 
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a. 1881-1900: 23,000 strikes 

2. Great Railroad Strike (1877) 

a. Railroads such as the Baltimore and Ohio (B&O) cut workers’ wages (10% 

decrease) in the midst of the depression of the 1870s  

b. The railroad workers went on strike  

i. Due to the nature of railroads it spread across the Midwest and 

Northeast  

ii. Sympathy strikes by other workers  

c. State militias could not put it down  

d. Widespread property damage 

i. >2,000 railroad cars and 100 engines destroyed in Pittsburg 

ii. Great deal of violence with perhaps 100 dead  

e. The end of the strike  

i. President Hayes called out federal troops to put it down- basically 

set a precedent that the federal government would use its power to 

protect companies against unions and labor strife  

i. Poorly organized  

ii. Alarms of the specter of communism and anarchy  

3. Haymarket Square Bombing (1886) 

a. Strike at the McCormick Harvester Company in Chicago created a 

backdrop of lots of violence in the city leading up to Haymarket  

b. Peaceful demonstration at Haymarket Square (May 4
th

)  

i. Socialist and Anarchist speakers, Police were present to keep the 

peace  

ii. A bomb killed 7 police and injured 70 others  

iii. Naturally blamed on the active German anarchists in Chicago like 

August Spies and Albert Parsons  

c. Results of Haymarket Square  

i. 8 anarchists were tried, seven sentenced to death  

ii. Further tainted labor unions with radicalism  

iii. Death of the Knights of Labor  

iv. It has never been conclusively determined who threw the bomb  

4. Homestead Strike (1892) 

a. Occurred at one of Carnegie’s steel mills near Pittsburgh  

b. Management determined it no longer wanted to deal with the Amalgamated 

Association of Iron and Steel Workers  

c. While Carnegie was in Scotland, his second-in-command Henry Clay Frick 

locked out the workers because he was determined to break the power of the 

union  

d. The workers then took over the factory  

e. Frick called in the Pinkertons to break up the strike  

i. Pinkerton detectives got engaged in a pitched battle with strikers, 

with members on both sides suffering killed and wounded 

ii. The Pinkertons lost and the workers were still in control  

f. Eventually the National Guard was called in to retake the factory 

g. Public opinion turned against the workers when a Russian anarchist, 

Alexander Berkman (who was not affiliated with the workers in any way), 

attempted to assassinate Frick   

h. The workers could not endure the prolonged lock out and the power of the 

union was broken  

5. Coeur d’ Alene (1892)  

a. Miners in Idaho 

b. Pinkerton infiltrators reported the union was full of anarchists (not true) 

c. The workers were radicalized by what had occurred at Homestead  

d. Soldiers and martial law defeated the strike  
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e. Philip Dray in There is Power in a Union: The Epic Story of Labor in 

America (2010) “The confrontation at both Homestead and Coeur d’ Alene 

in 1892 showed corporations willing to act with ever-greater deliberation in 

confronting labor unions- supplanting workers with new technology, 

importing scabs in large numbers, and relying on the quick insertion of 

Pinkertons and soldiers to overwhelm local opposition.”  

6. Pullman Strike (1894) 

a. George Pullman 

i. Owner of the company created a “model” community for his 

workers south of Chicago 

ii. While Pullman claimed it was benevolent, it was a way to control 

the workers  

iii. Popular saying among the workers at Pullman: “We were born in a 

Pullman house, fed from the Pullman shop, taught in the Pullman 

school, catechized in the Pullman church, and when we die shall be 

buried in the Pullman cemetery, and go to the Pullman hell.” 

b. Pullman sleeping cars, orders had really taken a downturn during the Panic 

of 1893 

c. Employers increased prices in the company town while maintaining wages  

d. Eugene V. Debs and the American Railway Union 

i. Organized the Pullman workers  

ii. Vowed not to haul any train carrying Pullman cars (which was 

most of them)  nation’s rail network ground to a halt  

iii. Fears of a general strike in sympathy with the railroad workers but 

Gompers and the AF of L refused to get involved  

e. Big business appealed to the government to intervene 

i. Government sent in troops because the mail was being disrupted 

ii. Attorney General Richard Olney, who played a major role is 

resolving the crisis, was formerly a powerful attorney for the 

railroads   

iii. Court injunction to the union to cease and desist  

iv. Applying the Sherman Anti-trust Act (1890) because the strike was 

classified as a “conspiracy in restraint of trade or commerce”  

v. The strike is broken and Debs is imprisoned  

f. This event will convert Debs to socialism  

i. “We have no power of the government behind us… no recognized 

influence in society on our side… On the other side the 

corporations are in perfect alliance; they have all of the things that 

money can command, and that means a subsidized press… the 

clearly almost steadily united in thundering their enunciations, then 

the courts, then the state militia, then the federal troops.  

ii. End of the American Railway Union (ARU)  

7. The Lawrence Strike (1912) 

a. Textile workers at Lawrence, Massachusetts- suffered a pay cut  

b. Sometimes known as the “Bread and Roses” Strike  

c. Big Bill Haywood and the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) 

organized the workers and strike  

i. Brilliant move of sending the children out of town to stay with 

sympathetic families around the region 

ii. Gained public support  

d. Workers on improvements in hours and wages  

8. The Patterson Strike (1913)  

a. Silk workers in New Jersey 

b. Once again orchestrated by the IWW 

c. Could not replicate the success at Lawrence and was poorly organized  

failed  
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9. Ludlow (1914) 

a. Mines in Colorado owned by the Rockefeller family 

b. Owners were very powerful with the power of local and state governments 

behind them  

c. Miners wanted better safety and working conditions, encouraged by the 

Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) 

d. Tent city of workers and their families 

i. Strikebreakers and National Guard fired killing several and 

burning down their tents 

ii. John Rockefeller Jr.’s reputation really took a hit  

 

VIII. Foes of Industrialization 

A. Socialists 

1. Karl Marx and Frederich Engels wrote the Communist Manifesto in 1848 

2. In socialism, the government owns most of the means of production  

3. Socialism was becoming increasingly popular in Europe  

4. The Socialist Party led by Daniel De Leon and later Eugene Debs  

B. Progress and Poverty (1879) by Henry George 

1. George acknowledged there were benefits from industrialization (ex: more leisure 

time) but the growing gap between rich and poor bothered him 

2. Felt the lower classes were the real losers of industrialization  

3. Proposed a single tax on land to equalize wealth 

C. Looking Backward, 2000-1887 (1888) by Edward Bellamy 

1. Utopian novel set in the year 2000; a socialist society but with a science fiction 

romance 

2. >500,000 copies were sold 

3. He used the word “nationalism” because “socialism” had too much of a negative 

connotation  

4. Bellamy will also emphasized unions 

a. “The individual laborer, who had been relatively important to the small 

employer, was reduced to insignificance and powerlessness against the 

great corporation, while at the same time the way upward to the grade of 

employer was closed to him. Self-defense drove him to union with his 

fellows.” 

D. Anarchism 

1. Anarchy: no government 

2. Some advocate extreme measures to obtain their goals 

a. Assassinations and bombings (dynamite had recently been invented and was 

fairly easy to make)  

b. Especially in Europe where various heads of states and government officials 

were assassinated 

c. President McKinley was assassinated by an anarchist in 1901  

d. In 1914 anarchists in New York City accidentally blew themselves up in 

their tenement while constructing bombs that were likely intended for the 

Rockefeller in family  
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Post-Civil War Urbanization, 1865-1900 
 

I. Urbanization and the American City  

A. Urban 

1. Census definition: places of >2,500 persons 

2. Slow to take hold in America 

a. Thomas Jefferson: “I view great cities as pestilential to the morals, the 

health and the liberties of man. True, they nourish some of the elegant arts, 

but the useful ones can thrive elsewhere, and less perfection in the others, 

with more health, virtue and freedom, would be my choice.” 

b. Lots of land  

3. Percentage of Americans living in urban areas 

a. 1790: < 5% 

b. 1920: 1
st
 time in American history when a majority  

c. Today: > 75% 

B. Rapid growth of urban areas 

1. The largest American cities  

a. New York City 

i. 1860: 1 million 

ii. 1890: >3 million 

iii. 1898: absorbed Brooklyn  

iv. 1900: New York City was the second largest city in the western 

world behind only London 

v. 1920: 5.6 million  

b. Chicago 

a. 1870: 300,000 

b. 1890: >1 million 

c. 1920: 2.7 million  

c. New York City, Philadelphia, and Chicago all had a population of more 

than 1 million  

d. # of Americans living in cities with more than 100,000 residents 

a. 1880: 6 million 

b. 1900: 14 million 

c. Great increase of cities this size  

2. It is easy to overlook the smaller urban areas that are sprouting up all over the 

country  

3. New arrivals to the city (each accounted for roughly ½ of the growth)  

a. Foreign immigration  

a. In1890 immigrants and their children were 3 times more likely to 

live in cities  

b. In 1900 New York, Chicago, and San Francisco each had > 40% of 

their population foreign-born  

b. Americans from the countryside  

4. Reasons for rapid population growth  

a. Industrialization created jobs  

b. Transportation hubs  

a. Railroads 

b. Cities no longer had to be ports or near rivers to be viable  

c. Cities provided exciting opportunities not available elsewhere  

C. Vertical growth: the skyscraper 

5. Louis Sullivan 

6. Steel 

a. Brick and masonry limited the height of buildings because of the weight to 

roughly five stories 
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b. Steel is stronger  

7. The elevator  

a. Elisha Otis 

b. Made living and working in skyscrapers pratical 

D. Horizontal growth of the city  

1. Improved transportation  

i. The horse-drawn omnibus  

ii. Trolleys 

iii. Streetcars 

iv. Elevated railways 

v. Subways  

2. The end of the preindustrial “walking city”  

3. Suburbanization  

i. People can live further from where they work and shop 

ii. The appeal of suburbs 

1. More space 

2. Cheaper land  

3. Escaping the city  

4. Greater opportunities for homeownership  

iii. 1910 Census: approximately ¼ of Americans lived in suburbs  

E. The make-up of the city  

1. Rise of distinct districts within the city  

i. Ex: residential vs. commercial business districts  

ii. Ex: areas with museums vs. red light district   

2. Ethnic enclaves 

i. Areas where immigrant groups congregate 

ii. Ex: Little Italy, etc.  

iii. Defacto segregation  

3. Concentrations of slums and urban poverty  

i. Ex: New York City’s Lower East Side  

4. Areas where the wealthy live 

i. Ex: New York’s 5
th

 Avenue, Chicago’s Lake Shore Dr.  

5. Public space 

i. “City Beautiful” Movement 

ii. Development of public parks  

1. Frederick Law Olmstead and Claude Vaux designed New York 

City’s Central Park  

F. Conditions of urban life  

1. Rapid growth created strains on infracture as it was difficult to keep up 

i. Paved roads 

ii. Bridges 

iii. Waste disposal and sewage 

iv. Fresh water  

v. Utilities (ex: electricity at the end of this period) 

2. Unsanitary conditions  

i. Animal waste  

1. In 1890 horeses in New York City deposited 500,000 lbs of 

manure on a daily basis  

2. Not unusual for dead animals to rot in the street for a while before 

being dealt with  

ii. Garbage disposal, sewage, and inadequate water 

1. Not unusual to still see animals such as pigs forage the garbage 

heaps in the streets 

2. Common for people, especially in the slums, to dump garbage in 

the street or down ventilation shafts  

iii. Increased communicable diseases 
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1. Ex: cholera and typhoid fever 

2. Yellow fever was a problem in warmer cities  

3. Various dangers 

i. Crime 

1. Gangs 

2. Murder and violent crime were well beyond the national average  

3. Inadequate, unprofessional law enforcement  

ii. Fire  

1. Cities so densly packed and built largely of wood were tinderboxes 

2. New York City burned during the American Revolution  

3. The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 

a. Supposedly Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked over a lanter 

igniting a fire that destroyed the city (2,124 acres, 17,450 

buildings, and $200 million of property destroyed) 

b. Ended up being a blessing in disguise because Chicago 

essentially got to press the reset button and rebuild in a 

wiser, more planned manner  

4. Inadequate fire fighting apparatus  

4. Densely populated and congested  

i. Streets were packed, especially in warm weather  

1. Animals, traffic, street vendors  

ii. Parts of New York’s Lower East Side was the most densely populated areas 

in the world  

5. Urban poverty  

i. Slums/ghettos  

ii. Children of the street 

1. “Street Arabs” or “Street Urchins” 

2. May be selling goods (ex: newspapers) but easy to enter a life of 

crime 

iii. The dumbbell tenements 

1. Basically apartment buildings 

2. Typically 4-6 stories high  

3. Poorly lit and ventilated 

4. The dumbbell shape was intended to maximize space  

5. Not unusual for tenants to take on boarders 

a. Often were newly arrived immigrant relatives and friends 

b. Helped with the cost of rent  

6. Tenement Housing Law of 1901 was intended to reform some of 

the horrible conditions  

iv. How the Other Half Lives (1890) by Jacob Riis  

 

Percentage Urban by Region, 1860-1900 

 1860 1880 1900 

United States 19.8 28.2 39.7 

Northeast 35.7 50.8 66.1 

North Central 13.9 24.2 38.6 

South 9.6 12.2 18.0 

West 16.0 30.2 39.9 

 

Urban Growth During the Gilded Age and Progressive Era 

 % Urban % Rural Number of urban 

places 

1880 28.2 71.8 940 

1890 35.1 64.9 1,351 

1900 39.6 60.4 1,743 
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1910 45.6 54.4 2,269 

1920 51.2 48.8 2,728 

 

 

Brooklyn Bridge  

 

II. The New Immigrants 

A. “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free. The wretched 

refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the nameless, tempest-tore to me, I lift my lamp 

beside the golden door.” – The Statue of Liberty  

B. The Old Immigrants (before the 1880s) 

1. From northern and western Europe 

2. Ex: Irish, Germans, English, Scandinavians 

3. More WASP than the new immigrants (White, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant) 

C. The “new immigrants” 

1. 1880s-1920s: shift to immigrants from southern and eastern Europe 

2. Ex: Italians, Russians, Greeks, Poles, Croats, Slavs, Jews 

3. Not very WASP 

a. Large numbers of Catholics and Jews  

b. Different cultural and political history than the old immigrants  

4. 1896: first time new immigrants exceeded the old immigrants  

5. In 1907, 80% of immigrants were new immigrants  

6. Most were from rural areas (except Jew) 

D. Push and Pull factors 

1. Pogroms: attacks on Jews in Russia 

2. Agricultural changes displaced many peasants in Eastern Europe 

3. Jobs and economic opportunity in America 

4. Transportation developments made it easier for people to travel about  

5. Advertisements from steamship lines and railroads 

a. Ex: railroad companies sold cheap land in the West  

b. Padroni: labor agents who recruited immigrant workers  

E. Coming to America 

1. 2/3 were male, and most were between 15 and 40 

2. Friends and family member often pave the way 

a. Provide information about jobs, etc 

b. Chain migration  

c. Can also provide a place to stay and a sense of security  

3. Cheap shipping fares  

a. Advertisements of America being the land of milk and honey  

b. Ex: the Titanic had many immigrants onboard  

4. “Birds of passage” 

a. Many immigrants returned back to the old country  

b. Return for a variety of reasons (the original plan was simply to make money 

and return, America was simply not for them, etc.) 

c. About ¼ or even 1/3  

d. But Jews were less likely to return to the old country  

5. Many endured a great deal of hardship on the way to America 

F. Ellis Island 

1. 1892: Ellis Island opened  

2. Registration- officials took the following information 

a. Name 

b. Nationality 

c. Destination 

d. Occupation 

e. Age 

f. Sex 
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g. Marital status 

h. # in family  

i. Literacy 

j. Vessel 

k. Date  

l. Etc.  

3. Officials often felt obliged to change and “Americanize” names 

a. Ex: Cooperstein  Cooper 

b. Koch  Cook 

c. One Yiddish immigrant’s response to a barrage of questions was “Schoyin 

Vergessen.” (“I forget.”) and hence was given the name Sean Ferguson  

4. Medical examinations 

5. About 20% were detained for a variety of reasons  

6. For many it was a traumatic experience 

a. Some called Ellis Island the “Island of Tears” 

b. Intimidating with uniformed officials, iron bars, etc.  

c. During the early phases of their immigrant experience immigrants were  

easy prey to swindlers because of their naivety and language difficulties  

G. The New Immigrants were attracted to cities 

1. Major urban areas’ population had a large percentage of foreign-born or their 

children in 1890 

a. Chicago: 87% 

b. New York: 80% 

c. Milwaukee and Detroit: 84% 

2. New York had more Irish than Dublin and Chicago had more Poles than 

Warsaw  

3. Courted by municipal machines 

a. Ex: Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall 

H. Establishment of ethnic communities (enclaves) 

1. Ex: Little Italy or Chinatown  

2. Provide a sense of security 

3. Made it easier to maintain old ways 

a. Newspapers (ex: Il Progreso Italo-Americano) 

b. Food 

c. Ethnic theater  

4. Between 1884 and 1920 some 3,500 new foreign newspapers  

5. Ethnic foods 

a. Ex: goulash, bratwurst, and lasagna  

I. Nativism 

1. Racism 

a. Racial epitaphs such as “Wop”, “Dago”, and “Kike” 

b. Anti-Catholicism 

c. Anti-Semitism: hatred/discrimination of Jews  

2. Unions 

a. Opposed to immigration because immigrants were often willing to work for 

lower wages and longer hours 

b. Especially the American Federation of Labor  

3. American Society for the Suppression of Jews  

4. American Protective Association (1887) 

a. Founded by Henry Bowers 

b. Strong anti-Catholic sentiments  

c. By 1894 had 500,000 members 

5. Immigration Restriction League formed in 1894 

a. Drew from more sophisticated elements of society than the American 

Protective Association  

b. Did not want an outright ban on immigration, just major restrictions  
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6. 1882: no paupers, convicts, or mentally ill were allowed into the United States  

7. Anti-Chinese sentiments 

a. 300,000 Chinese had entered the United States since the late 1840s 

b. Chinese miners and railroad workers 

c. Faced violence 

d. Their queues were cut off  

e. Dennis Kearney and the Workingman’s Party in California 

f. Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882: prohibited the entry of all Chinese except 

teachers, students, tourists, and government officials  

8. 1917: literacy test  

J. The settlement house movement 

1. Provided variety of services for surrounding immigrant communities 

2. At times condescending and patronizing  

3. Examples 

a. Jane Addams’ Hull House in Chicago 

b. Lillian Wald’s Henry Street Settlement in New York City 

c. Florence Kelly: tackled child labor  

4. Opened up new opportunities for women  

a. One of the few areas where young, idealistic, college-educated women 

could use their talents 

b. Also opened the door for social sciences such as sociology and economics  

 

III. Religion 

A. Modernism vs. fundamentalism  

B. Dwight Lyman Moody 

1. Most popular evangelist of the period 

2. Emphasis on friendship and fellowship- not hellfire and damnation  

C. The Salvation Army 

1. Sought to spread the Gospel among the urban poor  

D. Christian Science 

1. Mary Baker Eddy 

E. The Social Gospel 

1. Washington Gladden, Walter Rauschenbusch, and Lyman Abbot 

2. Treated poverty as a social problem rather than justifying it 

3. Idea that the churches should address the economic and social problems that 

came with urbanization  

4. More of a Protestant movement  

F. Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) and Young Women’s Christian Association 

(YWCA) 

G. The threat of Darwinism  

1. The Origin of Species (1859) by Charles Darwin 

2. Fundamentalists vs. modernists 

H. Roman Catholics were the fastest growing group during the period 

I. In His Steps (1896) by Charles M. Sheldon  

J. Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll: “Why I Am an Agnostic” 

K. Industrialists who used to show material success was a sign of God’s favor  

 

IV. Education 

A. Chautauqua Movement: traveling lecture series  

B. Spread of public schooling 

1. 1900: 31 states had compulsory attendance laws 

a. Many children actually preferred work instead of school (412 out of 500 

according to one study) 

2. Increasing number of public high schools 

a. 1860: only 100 

b. 1870: 160 
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c. 1900: 6,000 

d. 1914: 12,000 

3. Rise of technical schools  

4. Shift from classical curriculum to a more practical one  

5. Rural areas, especially in the South lagged behind 

a. The South also lagged behind because it was committed to an antiquated 

system of segregation  

b. Fewer states in the South had compulsory attendance laws  

C. Segregation in the South 

1. Plessy v. Ferguson (1896): the Supreme Court ruled “separate but equal” was 

constitutional  

2. Cumming v. County Board of Education (1899): upheld the creation of separate 

schools for whites even if there were no comparable schools for blacks  

D. Higher education 

1. Increasing number of colleges and universities 

a. 1870: 583 

b. 1910: almost 1,000 

2. Morrill Land Grant Act of 1862 

a. Gave land grants to states for the establishment of agricultural and 

mechanical colleges  

b. 69 were established through 1900 

c. Ex: Texas A&M  

3. Many colleges and universities were established because of philanthropy 

a. Vanderbilt, Duke, Stanford, Cornell, Tulane, and Johns Hopkins 

4. Black colleges 

a. Ex: Howard, Morehouse, Hampton, North Carolina A&T 

b. The Tuskegee Institute headed by Booker T. Washington and George 

Washington Carver 

i. Agricultural research- especially peanuts 

ii. Encouraged crop rotation  

5. Women’s colleges 

a. Ex: Vassar, Radcliffe, Mount Holyoke, Wellesley, and Bryn Mawr  

6. Johns Hopkins 

a. Used the German model for graduate education  

b. More specialized schooling  

E. Increasing number of professional schools 

1. Increasing number of medical schools 

a. 1870: 75 medical schools 

b. 1900: 160 medical schools 

2. Will increase in importance with the Progressive Era and its emphasis on 

efficiency  

 

V. Women and Families 

A. Victorian morality  

1. Women were supposed to prudish  

2. Comstock Law 

a. Anthony Comstock and the Society for the Suppression of Vice 

b. Purity crusade which included making it illegal to send information about 

contraceptives via mail because it was obscene  

B. Families 

1. Increasing number of divorces 

2. Fathers spent more time away from their families  

3. Homemaking magazines such as Ladies’ Home Journal and Good 

Housekeeping  

4. Family size decreased because it was not economically feasible to have large 

families in an urban society 
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a. Means more mouths to feed 

b. In an agricultural society it means more hands to work on the farm 

C. Women 

1. Women and Economics (1898) by Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

a. Women needed to work in order to have worth 

b. Even advocated cooperative kitchens and child-are 

c. Argued women’s “innocence” was really ignorance  

2. Very involved in social reform movements 

a. Ex: prohibition 

b. Ex: settlement house movement  

3. The Gibson Girl  

a. Portrayed the ideal woman of the post-Civil War era- sleek, athletic, 

confident 

b. Come to symbolize women’s growing independence and assertiveness  

D. Suffrage 

1. Carrie Chapman Catt 

2. National American Woman Suffrage Association 

a. Founded in 1890 by Susan B. Anthony  

3. 1869: Wyoming Territory was the first to allow women the right to vote 

a. In general, western areas were first to grant woman suffrage 

4. Setbacks 

a. Minor v. Happersett (1875): the states could deny the right to vote to 

women 

b. Nationwide woman suffrage did not occur until the Nineteenth Amendment 

(1920) 

 

VI. Mass Consumption Society  

A. Shopping trends 

1. Women began to play a larger role in shopping 

2. Larger stores 

3. Developments such as refrigerated railroad cars 

4. New marketing techniques 

5. Consumer goods became cheaper 

6. Increased prosperity of the middle class  more money to spend  

B. Chain stores 

1. Ex: Woolworth’s and A&P 

2. Feared by local businessmen because they would be undersold  

3. These are basically the equivalent of Wal-Mart today  

C. Department stores 

1. Examples 

a. Macy’s 

b. Marshall Fields 

2. Transformed the concept of shopping 

a. Brought an array of goods under one roof  

b. Able to sell for lower prices 

c. Created an atmosphere of wonder and excitement  

D. Mail-order stores 

1. Examples 

a. Sears and Roebuck 

b. Montgomery Ward 

2. Brought goods, fashions, and trends to previously isolated areas (ex: rural America)  

3. Homogenization  

E. Advertising and marketing 

1. N.W. Alger and Son was the first advertising agency 

2. Rise of advertising  

3. Increased expenditures on advertising 
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a. 1867: $50 million 

b. 1900: $500 million  

 

VII. Social Darwinism 

A. Application of Darwin’s laws of natural selection and evolution to society- “survival of the 

fittest”  

B. Proponents 

1. Herbert Spencer 

a. English journalist and philosopher 

b. His works were very popular in the United States 

c. “If we do not like the survival of the fittest we have only one possible 

alternative, and that is survival of the unfittest. The former is the law of 

civilization; the latter is the law of anti-civilization.”  

2. William Graham Sumner  

a. Prominent faculty member at Yale  

b. “The millionaires (are the fittest)… They may fairly be regarded as the 

naturally selected agents of society. They get high wages and live in luxury, 

but the bargain is a good one for society.” 

C. Social Darwinism’s uses  

1. The poor were less deserving and in many situations deserved the situation they 

found themselves in 

a. Russell Conwell’s “Acres of Diamonds” lectures 

i. “There is not a poor person in the United States who was not made 

poor by his own shortcomings.” 

b. Government intervention (ex: welfare) would reward them and only make 

things worse  

2. Big business (Robber Barons/Captains of Industry) used Social Darwinism to justify: 

a. Laissez-faire government 

b. The size and power of their corporation  

3. Imperialism  

a. Stronger countries could take over colonies 

b. Stronger countries should take colonies as some other powerful country 

would do so 

4. Racism  

a. The heyday of Social Darwinism, the 1890’s, were among the most racist 

periods in American history (Jim Crow, lynchings, etc.)  

b. Non-WASP whites were also inferior (ex: Eastern and Southern Europeans)  

D. Stories of Horatio Alger were popular 

1. “Rags-to-riches” stories; self-improvement 

2. Wrote more than 100 stories 

a. Ex: Pluck and Luck (1869) and Tattered Tom (1871)- each was the first in a 

series to sell more than 20 million copies  

b. Titles such as “Strive to Succeed, Bound to Rise” and “Pluck and Luck” 

 

VIII. Popular Culture 

A. Increased leisure time 

1. Factory workers were working fewer hours 

a. 70 hours/week in 1860  <60/week in 1900 

b. “Eight hours for work, eight hours for rest, and eight hours for what we 

will.” 

2. The concept of leisure time becomes positive 

a. Since the Puritan era leisure time had almost had a negative connotation 

(ex: sloth)  

B. Sports 

1. Baseball  

a. Variants of the game had been played as early as the 1830s 
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b. Abner Doubleday has mistakenly been given credit for founding the game  

c. Rules became organized and standardized 

d. 1903: first World Series between Boston and Pittsburgh 

e. Great appeal to urban areas, especially among the working class  

f. Important way for people to identify with their neighborhood and city  

2. Football 

a. 1869: first college football game was played between Rutgers and Princeton 

b. Walter Camp  

c. First popular in the Ivy League before Midwest and Southern colleges and 

universities  

d. Very violent game (occasionally with some deaths) that resembled rugby 

more than modern-day football 

e. National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) founded in 1910 to 

regulate football  

3. Basketball 

a. Developed by Dr. James Naismith as an indoor activity   

b. Initially played with peach baskets for hoops  

4. Boxing 

a. John L. Sullivan: heavyweight champion 

b. Jack Johnson: black heavyweight champion who was very controversial 

because he dated white women and almost always defeated the “great white 

hope” sent to topple him  

c. Extremely popular among the working class  

C. Literature 

1. Shift from romanticism to realism  

2. Naturalism 

a. Man vs. nature 

b. Man vs. himself 

c. Man vs. environment  

3. Dime novels 

a. Sensationalistic stories about the Wild West 

b. Bret Harte  

4. Mark Twain 

a. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) 

b. Life on the Mississippi (1883) 

c. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884) 

5. Stephen Crane 

a. Maggie: A Girl of the Streets (1893) 

b. The Red Badge of Courage (1895) 

6. Kate Chopin  

a. The Awakening (1899) 

7. Henry Adams 

a. The Education of Henry Adams  

8. Henry James  

a. The American (1877) 

9. Theodore Dreiser  

a. Sister Carrie (1901) 

10. Jack London 

a. Call of the Wild   

11. Lew Wallace 

a. Ben Hur   

D. Artists 

a. Winslow Homer 

b. Frederick Remington  

c. Thomas Eakins 

d. Albert Bierstadt  
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e. Greenwhich Village in New York was a haven for various artists  

f. Ashcan School 

a. Captured the realism of urban environments 

b. Helped spur reforms 

c. George Bellows  

E. Music, dance, and theater 

a. Music 

a. Phonograph 

b. Early stages in the development of jazz and ragtime 

c. The marching music of John Philip Souza (“Stars and Stripes Forever” and 

“Semper Fidelis”) 

b. Dance 

a. Ex: Isadora Duncan  

F. Architecture 

a. Louis Sullivan 

b. The 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago held many architectural marvels  

G. Other forms of entertainment 

1. Music and theater 

a. Ethnic music and theater were particularly popular among immigrant 

neighborhoods 

b. Vaudeville shows: a variety of acts; Florenz Ziegfield  

c. Minstrel shows: whites with black face ridiculing blacks were particularly 

popular 

3. Amusement parks such as Coney Island in New York  

4. Wild West shows such as Buffalo Bill Cody’s included real Indians, buffalo, and 

western celebrities such as Annie Oakley  

5. Circus 

a. Barnum and Bailey  
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Farmers and Populism 
 

I. Rise of Commercial Agriculture  

A. The continued decline of subsistence agriculture 

B. Bigger is better- it is more efficient 

1. Massive bonanza wheat farms in the Dakotas  

a. Ex: Oliver Dalrymple’s farm had 61,000 acres 

2. Mechanization 

3. Especially large estates in California  

a. Fruits and vegetables 

b. Sunkist  

4. Increasing start-up costs (fertilizers, seed, machinery) 

5. Decline of the family farm 

6. Decreasing percentage of farmers as the work force 

a. 1800: approximately 75% 

b. 1860: approximately 50% 

c. 1900: approximately 40% 

C. Ties to the market economy 

1. Expansion of markets domestically and internationally  

a. Ex: increase of wheat exports 

i. 1867: 6 million bushels 

ii. 1900: 102 million bushels  

b. Iowa and Nebraska corn is being sold all over the country and world  

2. Dependent on railroads to bring their produce to market  

3. High global demand but increasing global production  

a. Ex: wheat production in far-away Russia and Argentina impacted Kansas 

wheat farmers  

D. Agriculture becomes more scientific 

1. Improved education 

a. Agricultural colleges created by the Morrill Land Grant Act (1862) such as 

Texas A&M and Kansas State  

b. The Hatch Act of 1887 

i. Supported agricultural experiment stations for research and to 

spread these findings/techniques to farmers  

ii. Ex: use of pesticides and fertilizers  

2. Periodicals and journals such as the works of Samuel Johnson, ex: How Crops Grow 

(1868) 

3. Dry-farming: off-set the lack rain on the Great Plains 

4. Development of hybrid and high-yielding varieties 

a. Ex: Red Wheat  

b. Imported European strains of wheat  

5. New pesticides and fertilizers  

6. Improved technology  

a. Chilled-iron plow- good with breaking prairie soil  

b. Improved reapers 

c. Forerunners of the tractor  

 

II. Problems Faced by Farmers 

A. Overproduction  falling prices 

1. Causes of overproduction 

a. Increased acreage under cultivation 

b. Higher yield per acre 

c. Increased international supply  

2. Overproduction- the example of the Dakotas’ spring wheat  

a. 1879: 1,700,000 bushels 

b. 1887: 36,000,000 bushels  
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3. Examples of falling prices  

a. Wheat prices per bushel 

i. 1867: $2.00 

ii. 1889: $0.70 

b. Corn prices per bushel  

i. 1868: $0.78 

ii. 1889: $0.23 

4. It became increasingly difficult for small farmers to break even  

5. This is why farmers want inflation to pay mounting debts  

a. Ex: support the Bland-Allison Act (1878) and Sherman Silver Purchase Act 

(1890) which both allowed limited coinage of silver  

B. Deflation- the opposite of inflation  

C. Increasing farm tenancy 

1. Especially in the South 

2. Tenant farmers and sharecroppers 

3. The crop-lien system  

4. By 1900 1/3 of all farmers in the United States were tenants on someone else’s land  

D. Natural phenomenon 

1. Drought and floods 

a. Ex: drought between 1887 and 1894 

b. Especially as farmers in the Plains more to the more arid areas west of the 

98
th

 meridian  

2. The winter of 1886-1887 was particularly severe for ranchers  

3. Insects and other parasites 

a. The boll weevil decimated cotton crops in the South  

b. Locusts and grasshoppers could devour a farmer’s crops in minutes  

E. To them there was a scary world of distant forces conspiring to keep them down 

1. Railroads 

a. Essential for farmers to get their products to market 

b. Discriminatory freight rates 

i. Charged higher rates for agricultural goods than other goods 

ii. Secret rebates (discounts) for larger industrialists who provided 

more traffic 

iii. Short hauls are just as, if not more expensive than long hauls 

a) Ex: It is cheaper for Minnesota farmers to ship to New 

York City than Minneapolis  

2. Middlemen 

a. Bankers  

i. Charged high interest rates  

ii. An enemy of the farmer because it was the bank who often 

foreclosed on their farm  

b. Warehouses called for increased prices for storing grain; often working with 

railroads  

c. There was even a jute monopoly (the material in bags used to bail cotton) 

3. Many farmers believe there is a conspiracy of railroads,  big business and Wall Street 

conspiring against them  

a. Leonidas Polk, 1887- “There is something radically wrong when our 

industrial system. There is a screw loose. The wheels have dropped out of 

balance. The railroads have never been so prosperous, and yet agriculture 

languishes. The banks have never done a better or more profitable business, 

and yet agriculture languishes. Manufacturing enterprises never made more 

money or were in a more flourishing condition, and yet agriculture 

languishes. Towns and cities flourish and ‘boom’ and grow and ‘boom’, and 

yet agriculture languishes.” 

b. Mary E. Lease in 1892- “Wall Street owns the country. It is no longer a 

government of the people, by the people, and for the people, but a 



 239 

government of Wall Street, by Wall Street and for Wall Street… Our laws 

are the output of a system which clothes rascals in robes and honesty in 

rags… the politicians said we suffered from overproduction. 

Overproduction, when 10,0000 little children… starve to death every year 

in the U.S. and over 100,000 shop girls in New York are forced to sell their 

virtue for bread…There are thirty men in the United States whose aggregate 

wealth is over one and one-half billion dollars. There are half a million 

looking for work… We want money, land and transportation. We want the 

abolition of the National Banks, and we want the power to make loans 

direct from the government. We want the accursed foreclosure system 

wiped out… We will stand by our homes and stay by our firesides by force 

if necessary, and we will not pay our debs to the loan-shark companies until 

the Government pays its debts to us.’ 

F. It is easy to see why so many small farmers are barely hanging on or failing  

 

III. Farmers Organizations 

A. The Grange 

1. Also known as the National Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry 

2. Founded in 1867 by Oliver Kelley 

3. Provided social and cultural activities for farmers  

a. Ex: picnics and county fairs 

b. Lectures and educational opportunities for the latest agricultural techniques  

4. Strongest in the South and the Midwest 

5. Dabbled in politics 

a. Actually gained the control of Midwestern states 

b. Granger laws  

i. Ex: regulation of railroads, grain elevators, and other middle men 

ii. An Illinois Granger law dealing with railroads was upheld in Munn 

v. Illinois (1877)  

6. Established cooperative stores, granaries, warehouses, and insurance companies 

7. Declined significantly by the 1880s 

B. The Greenbackers 

1. Favored inflation by printing more paper money (greenbacks) 

2. Not an exclusively farmer organization but appealed to farmers who were 

increasingly in debt  

3. James B. Weaver 

4. Unable to garner widespread support in the 1870s 

C. The Farmers’ Alliance 

1. Successor to the Grange 

2. First established in Texas in the mid-1870s 

a. 1875 in Cleburne, Texas 

b. Headed by C.W. Macune 

c. Spread to neighboring states, especially strong in Kansas  

3. Similar to the Grange 

a. Cooperative grain elevators and retail stores 

b. Social and fraternal functions 

c. More active in choosing and endorsing political candidates than the Grange  

4. Prominent leaders 

a. Tom Watson 

b. Leonidas L. Polk 

c. “Sockless” Jerry Simpson 

d. Mary E. Lease- urged Kansas farmers to “raise less corn and more hell” 

5. Colored Farmers’ Alliance for blacks 

6. By the end of the 1880s the Farmers’ Alliance had become more political  

a. The Ocala Demands (1890): the Farmers’ Alliance platform which 

foreshadowed the platform of the Populist Party  
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b. 1890 elections won: 

a. 6 governors 

b. Three seats in the Senate 

c. 50 seats in the House of Representatives 

c. Momentum led to the rise of the Populist Party in the 1890s 

 

IV. The Populist Party  

A. Also known as the People’s Party 

B. Many leaders were the same from the Farmers’ Alliance 

1. Tom Watson 

a. Georgia politician 

b. Tried to appeal to both poor whites and blacks in the South  

2. Jerry Simpson 

3. Ignatius Donnelly 

4. Mary E. Lease  

C. Constituents 

1. Small farmers 

a. Appealed to many sharecroppers and tenant farmers 

b. Generally those threatened by mechanization and modernization of 

agriculture  

c. Somewhat culturally isolated from mainstream America  

2. Miners in the Rocky Mountain states who would benefit from increased coinage of 

silver  

3. Strong in the South and Plains States of Kansas and the Dakotas  

4. The wildcard was the Eastern factory workers who also struggled against the same 

changes brought by industrialization- ultimately failed to bring them into the fold  

D. Election of 1892 

1. Populists first run for the presidency 

2. Omaha Platform (1892) 

a. Resembled the Ocala Demands 

b. Free coinage of silver at a 16:1 ratio  

c. Sub treasury system: would enable farmers to store their non-perishable 

crops in public warehouses by the government until prices increased  

d. Government ownership of railroads, telegraphs, and telephones  

e. Direct election of U.S. Senators  

f. End to protective tariffs 

g. Graduated federal income tax 

h. New national banking system regulated by the federal government  

i. Initiative, recall, referendum  

3. Nominated James B. Weaver 

4. Decent results 

a. Carried 22 electoral votes 

b. Elected governors in Kansas and North Dakota, 10 congressmen, and five 

Senators  

E. Silver was the primary issue for the Populists 

1. Wanted the free and unlimited coinage of silver at a 16:1 ratio 

2. Believed more money in circulation would benefit the economy inflation 

3. William H. Harvey’s Coin’s Financial School (1894) 

a. A fictional professor who lectures on the value of silver 

b. Put the issue of silver in layman’s term for people to better understand the 

issue of currency  

c. Best-seller of the period  

 

V. Crises of the 1890s 

A. Panic of 1893 
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1. The most severe depression experienced by the United States up to the point in U.S. 

History 

a. Ray Stannard Baker on the Panic of 1893 in Chicago- “There are thousands 

of homeless and starving men in the streets. I have seen more missing on 

this last week than I ever saw in my life before.” 

b. Kansas woman, letter to Governor Lorenzo D. Lewelling, 1894- “I take my 

pen in hand and let you know that we are starving to death. It is pretty hard 

to do without anything to eat here in this God-forsaken country…. My 

husband went away to find work and came home last night and told me that 

we would have to starve. He had been to ten counties and did not get no 

work.” 

2. About 600 banks failed 

3. Stocks plummeted 

4. 15,000 businesses folded in 1893 

5. Perhaps 20% of the workforce was unemployed, tramps, and hoboes  

6. The Federal Government was bailed out by J.P. Morgan  

B. Coxey’s March (1894) 

1. About 500 unemployed men led by Jacob S. Coxey marched from Ohio to 

Washington D.C. 

2. Became known as Coxey’s Army  

3. Demanded public works projects created by the government because it would:  

a. Provide jobs for the unemployed 

b. Improve the nation’s infrastructure 

4. Coxey was arrested for trespassing  

5. President Cleveland was criticized for the handling of the situation  

6. Brought attention to the plight of the industrial worker during the depression  

7. In many ways similar to the Bonus March of 1932 

C. Labor strife 

1. Cour d’Alene, Idaho (1892)  

2. Homestead Strike (1893) 

3. Pullman Strike (1894) 

 

VI. Election of 1896 

A. William McKinley (R) vs. William Jennings Bryan (D/P) 

1. McKinley 

a. Civil War veteran from Ohio 

b. Campaigned promoted by industrialist Mark Hanna 

c. Proponent of high tariffs and the gold standard  

2. Bryan 

a. The Democrats decided to run Bryan- major proponent of silver 

b. Dilemma of the Populists  

i. Stay separate from the Democrats to maintain their own identity  

ii. Fusionists: join ranks with the Democrats because it was their best 

chance to get their man and issue to win- this is what they did  

c. Excellent orator from Nebraska  

d. Conservative “Gold bug” Democrats (included Grover Cleveland) defected 

from the Democratic Party  

B. The issue of silver 

1. Supporters of the gold standard  

a. Conservatives such as McKinley, the Republicans, big business, and Wall 

Street favored the gold standard 

b. Would create a more stable money supply  

c. Did a good job of portraying silver as dangerous to the economy and bad 

for workers 

2. Bryan’s “Cross of Gold” speech at the Democratic National Convention (1896) 
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a. “If they dare to come out in the open and defend the gold standard as a good 

thing, we will fight them to the uttermost. Having behind us the producing 

masses of this nation and the world, supported by commercial interests, the 

laboring interests, and the toilers everywhere, we will answer their demand 

for a gold standard by saying to them: ‘You shall not press down upon the 

brow of labor this crown of thorns; you shall not crucify mankind upon a 

cross of gold.’” 

b. One of the great speeches in U.S. political history  

C. The campaign 

1. The Republican Party spent $7 million vs. only $300,000 by the Democrats because 

business interests desperately wanted to maintain the gold standard 

2. Bryan actually toured the U.S. traveling about 18,000 miles giving 600 speeches 

3. Meanwhile, McKinley campaigned from his front porch because at the time active 

campaigning was considered undignified by some  (“Front Porch Campaign”) 

D. Result 

1. McKinley won easily 

a. 271 to 176 

b. Largest victory since 1872 

2. Eastern factory workers ultimately did not join ranks with the farmers 

a. Inflation is bad for them because they are paid in fixed wages 

b. Without the more populous Eastern states, Bryan did not have a chance  

3. End of the Populist Party as a major political force 

a. They would not run again in 1900  

b. Increased prosperity with the end of the Panic of 1893 

c. Confirmation of the gold standard 

i. Discoveries of gold 

ii. Prosperity in the late 1890s made gold a non-issue   

iii. Gold Standard Act of 1900 

iv. The United States has never been on the silver standard  

4. The defeat of the Populists in the South  Democratic dominance and white 

supremacy  

a. Southern elites realized the Populists were a threat because a coalition of 

poor whites and blacks might topple them 

b. Elites uses white supremacy to unite poor whites  

c. The aftermath saw an increase of lynchings and Jim Crow laws 

d. Even Tom Watson returned to race-baiting  

5. Ushered in an era of GOP dominance 

a. 7 of 9 presidential elections 

b. 17 of 20 Congresses dominated  
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Progressivism, 1890s-1920 

 
I. Progressivism 

A. Era of reform lasting from the 1890s to about 1920; nation-wide 

1. Industrialization and urbanization caused many social problems that needed 

to be solved 

2. Included members of both parties, but more likely to be Republicans than 

Democrats  

3. Urban middle-class movement  

4. Some influences of Christianity (ex: Social Gospel), but not as much as 

antebellum America  

B. “Investigate, educate, and legislate” 

1. Exposure of problems 

a. The muckrakers 

2. Emphasis on experts 

a. Ex: the use of social sciences 

i. Economics, psychology, sociology, etc.  

ii. Ex: the use of William James’ ideas of pragmaticism that you 

should experiment until you find something that works 

b. Emphasis on efficiency and order  

3. Anti-laissez faire 

a. Believe in man’s ability to correct social problems; very optimistic 

b. Opposed to the ideas of Social Darwinism 

c. Anti-monopoly 

d. Increased the role of government to solve these problems 

e. Believed rugged individualism no longer worked in a modern, 

industrial society 

f. But they were NOT socialists 

 

II. The Muckrakers 

A. Journalists committed to exposing scandal, corruption, and other social ills 

1. Cheaper publishing technology made it more affordable 

2. The public loved muckraking pieces  

B. Major muckraking publications 

1. McClure’s 

a. Edited by S.S. McClure 

b. Often employed muckrakers such as Lincoln Steffens and Ida Tarbell  

2. Collier 

3. Everybody’s 

4. Cosmopolitan 

C. Prominent muckrakers 

1. Henry Demarest Lloyd 

a. Wealth Against Commonwealth (1894) 

b. Corruption of the oil monopoly  

2. Lincoln Steffens 

a. “The Shame of the Cities”: exposed corruption in municipal 

government  

3. Ida Tarbell 

a. “The History of Standard Oil”: exposed the corruption of Standard Oil 

b. Her father, a small oilman, had been pushed out of business by 

Rockefeller and Standard Oil  

4. David G. Philips 

a. “The Treason of the Senate”: exposed corruption in Congress 

5. Ray Stannard Baker 

a. Following the Color Line (1908) 
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b. One of the few muckraking or progressive reforms to deal with the 

problem of racism in the South  

6. John Spargo 

a. The Bitter Cry of the Children (1906): examined the problem of child 

labor  

7. Upton Sinclair 

a. The Jungle (1906): exposed the unsanitary conditions of Chicago’s 

meatpacking plants 

8. Jacob Riis 

a. How the Other Half Lives (1890): photographic essay of urban poverty  

9. Frank Norris 

a. The Octopus (1901): exposed the power and corruption of the railroads  

10. Lewis Hine 

a. Photography 

b. Pictures of industry and child labor  

 

III. Expertise and the Professions 

A. Rise of the middle-class 

1. Especially white collar jobs 

2. More people were going to college than ever before  

B. Education  

1. Influenced by pragmaticism  

2. Thomas Dewey 

a. Democracy and Education (1916) 

b. Opposed rote memorization and authoritative settings 

c. Instead valued creativity, inquiry 

d. Very student-centered approach  

3. Increasing number of schools at all levels  

C. Professional associations 

1. Raise standards in order to preserve the integrity of the profession 

2. Examples 

a. National Education Association  

b. American Medical Association (1901): called for strict, scientific 

standards in order to practice medicine  

D. Emphasis on efficiency   

1. Frederick Winslow Taylor’s The Principles of Scientific Management 

(1911)  

a. “Taylorism” 

b. Scientific management  

2. Henry Ford’s assembly line 

3. Think of the cold efficiency of the meatpacking plants in The Jungle 

E. The rise of social sciences 

1. Sociology: the study of social lives of humans, groups, societies, and social 

interactions 

a. Used by settlement houses such as Hull House 

b. Facilitated social work  

c. Lester Frank Ward  

d. Ex: Walter Wychoff worked as a unskilled laborer and wrote The 

Workers (1897) 

2. Psychology and economics also took off at this time 

3. The Brandeis Brief 

a. Louis Brandeis was a famous attorney before being the first Jew to 

serve on the Supreme Court- one of the greatest justices of all time 

b. Sociological jurisprudence: using statistical data instead of legal 

precedent  
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IV. Reforming Government 

A. Progressives want to make government more democratic 

1. Direct primary: an election held within a party to pick that party’s 

candidates for the general election rather than party insiders  

2. Initiative: process in which a certain number of voters sign a petition in 

favor of a proposal which then goes directly to the ballot  

3. Referendum: the people can approve or reject legislation printed on ballots  

a. Ex: the City of Arlington and Cowboys’ Stadium  

4. Recall: removal of an elected officer before the completion of his or her 

term  

5. Australian ballot 

a. Secret ballot 

b. By 1910 all states had the secret ballot  

6. Seventeenth Amendment (1913): direct election of U.S. Senators 

7. Nineteenth Amendment (1920): woman suffrage  

B. The city level 

1. Often influenced by the City Beautiful Movement  

a. More playgrounds, parks, museums, etc.  

2. The Progressives cracked down on urban political machines 

a. Saw them as corrupt, inefficient, and undemocratic  

b. Perhaps a way to undercut the power of immigrants  

3. Wanted to rely on experts more 

4. Commission form of government 

a. A panel of experts run the city  

b. Pioneered in Galveston after the 1900 hurricane that had killed at least 

6,000 and destroyed much of the island  

c. By 1917 500 cities used this system  

5. City-manager system 

a. A specially trained expert operates and manages the city  

b. Appointed- not elected  

6. National Municipal League 

7. Mayor Samuel M. “Golden Rule”  Jones of Toledo, Ohio 

8. Mayor Tom L. Johnson of Cleveland 

a. Public ownership of utilities and transportation 

b. 1896: <1/2 of cities owned their waterworks: by 1915 about 2/3  

C. The state level 

1. Progressives frowned down upon ineffective state legislatures 

2. Robert M. LaFollette: governor of Wisconsin 

a. Most progressive state in the Union (“laboratory of democracy”) 

b. Emphasized the direct primary and railroad regulation  

c. The Wisconsin Idea 

i. Application of academic scholarship and theory to meet the 

needs of the people (ex: used the University of Wisconsin a 

lot) 

ii. Commission to regulate factory and occupational safety 

iii. Improved education initiatives 

iv. Public control of utilities  

v. Worker compensation laws  

3. Other progressive governors 

a. Hiram Johnson (California) 

b. Woodrow Wilson (New Jersey) 

c. Charles Evans Hughes (New York) 

d. Albert Cummins (Iowa) 

D. Government needs the power to regulate and cure society’s ills 

1. Ex: state regulating commissions 

2. The Interstate Commerce Act (1887) and the Sherman Antitrust Act (1890) 
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E. Decline of party ties  

1. Remember, the Gilded Age was an extremely partisan period 

2. Rise of interest groups who lobby for specific issues  

a. Today interest groups lobby on behalf of a variety of interests such as 

the environment, specific occupations (ex: teachers), etc.  

F. Decline of political participation and voter turnout  

1. 1900: 73% 

2. 1912: 59% 

 

V. Women and the Family  

A. Like before, women spearheaded many reform movements 

1. Temperance/prohibition 

2. National Consumers League headed by Florence Kelly  

3. Women’s rights 

4. The settlement house movement  

B. Rise of women’s clubs 

C. Women in the workforce 

1. Feminized professions such as nursing, teaching, social work and clerical 

positions 

2. Between 1900 and 1910 the percentage of women in the workforce 

increased 

a. 1900: 23.5% 

b. 1910: 28.1% 

3. Margaret Dreier Robbins: the Women’s Trade Union League 

4. Triangle Shirtwaist Fire (1911) 

a. Lots of tensions between the garment workers, their unions vs. the 

bosses  

b. Employers had locked the fire exits and when a fire broke out on the 

seventh and eighth floors, many workers burned alive or plunged to 

their death 

c. 146 died 

d. Led to an investigative committee in New York that pushed for 

workforce safety  

5. Muller v. Oregon (1908) 

a. Justified discrimination in the workforce by upholding an Oregon law 

limiting women to a 10-hour work day  

D. Dr. Alice Hamilton 

1. Studied occupational diseases 

2. Led to state legislation in Illinois 

3. Had worked at Hull House for a while  

E. Higher education 

1. Proliferation of women’s colleges 

2. There were also more women in undergraduate programs at co-ed colleges 

and universities 

a. 1902: >1/2 of the undergraduates at the University of Chicago were 

women  

F. Women were starting to challenge the view that they should be submissive  

G. Women and the family 

1. Rise in divorce rate 

a. 1880: 1/21 marriages ended in divorce 

b. 1916: 1/9 

2. Women were having fewer children, especially middle class women  

3. Margaret Sanger 

a. Championed birth control  

b. Argued women should have sex without procreation purposes  

c. Founded the American Birth Control League  
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d. Jailed for violating the Comstock Act  

H. Child Labor 

1. Jane Addams: “Children are put into industry very much as we put in raw 

materials, and the product we look for is not better men and women but 

better manufactured goods.” 

2. Florence Kelley 

3. National Child Labor Committee 

4. Increasing compulsory school attendance laws 

5. Keating Owen Act: prohibited the interstate shipment of goods made by 

children under the age of 14 

I. Woman suffrage 

1. Supporters of women’s suffrage 

a. Argue the nurturing role of women and their innate sensitivity to moral 

issues would make them good voters 

b. Some in the South argued they would uphold white supremacy   

2. Opposition to women’s suffrage  

a. Will end traditional values (ex: the Catholic Church) 

b. Women do not have the intellectual or emotional capacity to handle 

these complex issues  

3. National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) 

a. Anna Howard Shaw 

b. Carrie Chapman Catt 

c. 2 million members by 1917 

d. Helped by World War I because they promoted the war effort and 

argued woman suffrage was vital to winning the war  

4. National Woman’s Party 

a. Founded in 1917, demanded an equal rights amendment  

b. More militant and radical- inspired by radical British suffragettes  

c. Alice Paul 

5. There will be divisions in the women’s rights movement during World War 

I on whether or not to support the war  

6. Granted earlier in the West 

a. 1869: Wyoming was the first territory to grant woman suffrage 

b. 1911: California approved suffrage  

7. Nineteenth Amendment (1920): the right to vote shall not be limited “on 

account of sex”  

J. Mann Act (1910): prohibited the interstate transportation of women for immoral proposes 

(ex: prostitution) 

 

VI. African-Americans 

A. Little reform was pressed for the benefit of African Americans 

B. During the 1890s-1910s: 

1. ↑ disenfranchisement 

2. ↑ Jim Crow laws and segregation 

3. ↓ educational spending  

a. Ex: 1916 the per capital expenditures in the South were $.32/year for 

blacks, $2.89/year for whites  

C. Jim Crow Laws came into effect across the South 

1. Separate facilities for blacks and whites 

2. Plessy v. Ferguson (1896): the Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality 

of “separate but equal” 

3. Disenfranchisement of black voters 

D. Booker T. Washington 

1. Called for self-improvement of African-Americans 

a. Former slave 

b. Autobiography: Up From Slavery  
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2. Whites would only respect blacks if blacks worked harder to benefit 

themselves economically and educationally  

3. The Atlanta Compromise (1895) speech articulate a lot of his views 

a. “It is the bottom of life we must begin, and not at the top. In all things 

that are purely social we can be as separate as the fingers, yet one as the 

hand in all things essential to mutual progress.” 

b. The largely white audience did something very rare at the time in the 

South: vigorously applaud a black man’s speech  

4. Important in promoting the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama  

5. Famously had dinner with President Roosevelt in the White House 

a. Urged the President to do more 

b. TR caught a lot of flak for htat  

E. W.E.B. Du Bois 

1. First African-American to graduate with a doctorate from Harvard 

2. Wrote The Souls of Black Folks (1903) 

3. Helped found the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP) 

a. The Crisis was the organization’s publication  

b. William Monroe Trotter  

c. The organization is still active promoting black causes today  

4. The Niagara Movement (1905) 

5. Called for a “talented tenth” of education blacks to lead their people  

F. Ida B. Wells 

1. Leader of the anti-lynching crusade 

2. A Red Record (1895) 

G. Marcus Garvey  

H. The Great Migration 

1. 1900: 90% of blacks lived in the South 

2. During the 1910s, largely because of World War II, blacks started to move 

to the North (ex: Chicago and Detroit) 

3. Increasing number of race riots in the North  

I. Few successes 

1. Ex: Guinn v. Oklahoma (1915)- stuck down the grandfather clause  

 

VII. Temperance and Prohibition  

A. “Demon Rum” 

B. Reasons to support prohibition 

1. Violence 

2. Domestic abuse 

3. Saloons were linked with political machines, gambling, and prostitution  

4. Stress on the family 

5. Squandered wages at saloons 

6. Inefficiency at work  

C. Temperance and prohibition organizations 

1. Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) 

a. Frances E. Willard 

b. 1.1 million members by 1911 

2. Anti-Saloon League  

a. Approach of local option laws 

3. Often involved in other activities such as homeless shelters, Sunday 

schools, prison reform, and woman suffrage 

D. Numerous states and counties became dry 

1. By 1916 19 states were dry  

2. Strong in the South  

E. World War I (1917-1918) facilitated prohibition 

1. Many breweries had German ties 
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a. Ex: Anheuser Busch in St. Louis and Pabst in Milwaukee 

2. Need to conserve grains for food instead of brewing them 

F. Eighteenth Amendment (1919): the sale or manufacture of intoxicating liquors is 

forbidden 

1. Volstead Act  

2. Prohibition turned out to be a disaster during the 1920s because it was too 

difficult to enforce  

3. Repealed with the passage of the Twenty-first Amendment in 1933 

 

VIII. TR 

A. Early life 

1. Born into a wealthy New York family 

2. Great deal of energy and enthusiasm 

a. A sickly child who would have to develop his strength 

b. Emphasized the strenuous life 

c. It was said TR accomplished more before 9 am than most did the entire 

day  

3. An expert on naval history and other subjects 

4. Stint as a cowboy in the Dakotas 

B. Assistant Secretary of the Navy under President McKinley 

C. When the Spanish-American War he resigned and took command of the Rough Riders 

D. Became governor of New York after the Spanish-American War 

E. “Kicked upstairs” to be McKinley’s vice president during his second term 

1. At the time, the governor of New York was a more prestigious position than 

the vice president of the United States  

2. Some critics correctly understood a heartbeat stood between “that madman 

and the White House” 

F. 1901: McKinley was assassinated and TR was catapulted to the presidency  

1. “That damned cowboy is President of the United States” 

G. Views on Presidency 

1. Departure from past presidents (especially from those of the Gilded Age)- 

many historians consider him to be the first modern president 

2. Active government  

a. The Government and the president should take a role 

3. “Bully pulpit”: use of the press to persuade public opinion  

4. “Steward of the people” 

5. Three Cs 

a. Control of corporations 

b. Consumer protection 

c. Conservation 

H. Reelected overwhelmingly in 1900 

 

IX. The Square Deal and Trust Busting 

A. Square Deal 

1. For capital, labor, and the public 

2. Created the Department of Commerce and Labor in 1903 

B. Anthracite Strike (1902) 

1. Anthracite: coal used for heating 

2. As winter approached and the price of coal increased TR saw a need to step 

in  

3. TR got labor leaders and owners together 

4. Actually sided with labor for the first time 

a. Resulted in better pay, shorter hours, and safer conditions for the 

workers  

C. Regulating the railroads 

1. Elkins Act (1903): forbade railroads from granting rebates to big shippers 
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2. Hepburn Act (1906): authorized the ICC to fix maximum rates and inspect 

financial records  

D. Trust busting 

1. TR made a distinction between good and bad trusts 

2. Northern Securities  

a. Railroad monopoly controlled by J.P. Morgan and James J. Hill 

b. Broken up by the Supreme Court in 1903 

3. But in 1907 TR allowed Morgan’s U.S. Steel to absorb Tennessee Iron and 

Coal Company  

4. 1910: 1% of the nation’s manufacturers accounted for 44% of the nation’s 

industrial output  

 

X. Consumer Protection 

A. A history of tainted foods and medicines 

1. Swill milk scandal of the 1850s 

a. Farmers were putting additives in the milk to increase supply to meet 

increasing demand 

b. Ex: it was a bluish color so they added plaster of Paris to make it white  

2. Patent medicines that claimed to work wonders for a variety of ailments 

were also a problem 

a. Often had a lot of opium or alcohol in them 

b. Exposed in articles by Samuel Hopkins Adams  

B. The Jungle by Upton Sinclair (1906) 

1. Exposed the horrors of the meatpacking industry 

2. Read by TR and influenced him greatly  

3. In addition TR had seen firsthand the effects of tainted beef during the 

Spanish-American War 

C. Meat Inspection Act (1906): increased federal supervision of meat processing plants 

D. Pure Food and Drug Act  (1906) 

1. Required labels to state the ingredients in products 

2. Established the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

3. For example, Coca Cola was forced to remove the cocaine from their drink  

 

XI. Conservation 

A. TR was an avid outdoorsman 

1. Increased the number of national parks 

2. Increased the amount of land set aside for forest reserves by more than 30 

million acres  

B. Gifford Pinchot 

1. Head of the Department of Forestry 

2. Advocated intelligent use of natural resources 

3. Developed Forest Rangers 

4. Tried to balance wilderness conservation and business interests  

C. Other 

1. Forest Management Act of 1897 

2. Back to Nature Movement 

a. Emphasis on hiking and other outdoor activities 

b. Ex: founding of the Boy Scouts in 1920 

3. Sierra Club was founded in 1892 by John Muir 

4. Creation of the National Park Service in 1916 

D. Newlands Act of 1902 

1. Sometimes known as the National Reclamation Act 

2. Funds from the sale of public lands could be used for irrigation and 

reclamation projects  

3. 1
st
 time the federal government took over irrigation  
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XII. William Howard Taft’s Presidency (1909-1913) 

A. William Howard Taft 

1. Former colonial governor in the Philippines 

2. His true desire was to serve on the Supreme Court  

a. His wife wanted him to be president, he was not an adept president  

b. He will be the only former president to do so  

3. Lacked to personality to replace TR, but he was a very honest and good 

man  

4. A very large man who is the only president to get stuck in the bathtub  

B. Election of 1908 

1. William Howard Taft (R) vs. William Jennings Bryan (D) 

2. Taft was handpicked by TR to be his successor  

3. Taft won with ease  

C. Alienated many Progressives 

1. Ex: supporting the Payne-Aldrich tariff 

a. Split the Republicans between conservative and progressive factions  

2. Had allied himself with the very-powerful Speaker of the House- “Uncle” 

Joe Cannon  

3. The Ballinger-Pinchot Affair 

a. Richard Ballinger: Taft’s Secretary of the Interior 

b. Ballinger’s policies conflicted with TR’s Secretary of the Interior, 

Gifford Pinchot by opening more public lands for private development  

4. Rise of anti-Taft clubs among progressive circles 

D. Taft the trust-buster 

1. Taft actually broke up more trusts than TR 

a. 90 (in only four years) vs. 57 (almost 8 years)  

b. During his administration the Supreme Court actually ordered Standard 

Oil and the American Tobacco Company to be broken up  

2. Attacked U.S. Steel in 1911 but failed  

3. 1
st
 tax on corporate profits 

4. Mann-Elkins Act (1910) 

a. Gave the ICC more power to regulate the railroads 

b. Telephone and telegraph fell under the ICC 

E. TR was upset with his former protégé  

1. TR had been in Africa on safari but had heard (especially from Pinchot) that 

Taft was alienating Progressives  

2. TR returned and was greeted by adoring crowds 

 

XIII. Election of 1912 

A. Woodrow Wilson (D) vs. William Howard Taft (R) vs. TR (Bull Moose) 

1. The Republicans decided to renominate Taft even though TR wanted to 

nomination 

a. Taft probably would not have run again if TR had not challenged him  

2. The Democrats nominated Woodrow Wilson  

a. Governor of New Jersey, progressive  

b. Talked of a “New Freedom” 

3. The Progressive Party (the Bull Moose Party) 

a. TR announced “my hat is in the ring” 

b. Nominated TR 

c. TR actually survived an assassination attempt 

d. TR’s “New Nationalism” called for increased government regulation  

a. Woman suffrage 

b. 8-hour workday 

c. Prohibition of child labor 

d. Minimum wage for women 

e. Increased regulation of corporations and trusts 
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e. A lot of internal divisions hurt 

4. Eugene V. Debs polled nearly 1 million votes for the Socialist Party (about 

6% of the popular vote) 

B. Wilson won fairly easily  

1. Benefited from a divided Republican and Progressive vote 

a. TR won only 88 electoral votes, Taft tallied a mere 8 votes  

2. Well-organized Democratic Party  

3. But only won 42% of the popular vote  

 

XIV. Woodrow Wilson’s Presidency (1913-1921) 

A. Woodrow Wilson 

1. Born in the South and lived a good deal of his younger years in the region  

2. Earned a PhD in political science from Johns Hopkins 

3. President of Princeton 

4. Progressive governor of New Jersey 

5. A very idealistic man, moralistic  

B. Foreign policy 

1. “It would be an irony of fate if my administration had to deal chiefly with 

foreign affairs.”  

2. Latin American interventionism (ex: Haiti-1915) 

3. The Punitive Expedition in Mexico (1916) 

4. World War I 

C. Domestic policy 

1. The New Freedom 

a. Wanted to limit the role of government compared with TR’s New 

Nationalism 

b. Sought to court states’ rights advocates 

c. Attacked the “Triple Wall of Privilege”- tariffs, banks, and trusts 

2. Underwood-Simmons Tariff (1913) 

a. Cut tariff rates- 1
st
 major cut in 50 years 

b. Income tax proposed to offset lost revenue  

3. Federal Reserve Act (1913) 

a. 1
st
 major reorganization of the banking system since the Civil War 

b. Created the Federal Reserve System 

c. Perhaps the most important piece of legislation passed by Wilson 

4. Federal Trade Commission Act (1913) 

a. Created the Federal Trade Commission 

b. Could prosecute “unfair trade practices” 

5. Clayton Antitrust Act (1914) 

a. Outlawed interlocking directorates 

b. A slight improvement from the Sherman Antitrust Act (1890) 

6. About 1914 Wilson retreated from New Freedom reforms 

a. Ex: segregation of the federal government  

7. Actually shift toward the philosophy of the New Nationalism 

a. Appointed reform-minded Louis Brandeis to the Supreme Court 

b. Keating-Owen Act (1916) 

i. First federal child labor law, prohibited the interstate shipment 

of goods produced by children under the age of 14 

ii. Struck down by Hammer v. Dagenhart (1918) 

c. Adamson Act (1916): imposed an eight-hour workday on interstate 

railroads and provided for time and a half  

d. Federal Workmen’s Compensation Act: established workmen’s 

compensation for government employees  

8. Opposed woman suffrage but the Nineteenth Amendment (1920) was 

ratified during his administration  
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XV. Legacy of Progressivism 

A. There will be a “return to normalcy” in the 1920s and an end to this era of reform 

B. Muckraking is still prevalent today  

1. Films such as Super Size Me 

2. Newsmagazine shows such as 20/20, 60 Minutes, and Dateline have 

muckraking segments  

C. Today we expect the government to take a more active role  

1. We would have a difficult time living in a time period such as the Gilded 

Age where laissez-faire prevailed  

D. The modern presidency is shaped by TR’s legacy  
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The United States as Imperial Power, 1898-1914 
 

I. Definition of Imperialism 

A. The extension of one nation’s power and military over other lands 

1. Social 

a. Imposing the culture of the mother country on the colony 

i. Ex: forcing indigenous peoples to adopt English as the main 

language  

ii. Ex: missionaries 

b. This is one reason why so many African nations speak a native African 

language and a European language such as English or French  

2. Economic 

a. The mother country seeks to exploit the conquered the lands (ex: stripping 

the land of raw materials such as rubber) 

b. Need for markets for finished goods  

c. Colonies became increasingly important with the Industrial Revolution  

3. Political 

a. Imposing a government and rule over the conquered land 

b. Varying degrees of allowing the locals to rule 

c. Protectorate: the mother country simply provides protection for a colony or 

another land 

d. Indirect rule: local rulers are allowed to retain some positions but are in 

many cases essentially puppets of the mother country 

e. Direct rule: local elites are replaced by a new set of officials from the 

mother country  

4. Military 

a. Some sort of control is needed to suppress the indigenous population (ex: 

revolts) 

b. May employ indigenous troops (ex: the British used Sepoys in India) 

B. Has occurred during much of modern history but there was an upsurge in the second half of 

the 1800s 

 

II. The United States: A Late Comer 

A. Many European nations had long possessed colonies 

1. Britain 

a. Had colonies all over the world so it was said: “The sun never sets on the 

British Empire” 

b. Ex: India and the 13 North American colonies 

2. France 

a. Had once had colonies in the West Indies and North America 

3. Spain 

a. Controlled Latin America 

4. The Netherlands 

a. The Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) 

b. New York  

5. Russia 

a. Had exerted control over Central Asia  

b. Obtained Alaska and was interested in Oregon  

6. In the 1880s European powers divided Africa among themselves at the Berlin 

Conference (1884) 

B. The United States remembered that at one time it had been a colony itself 

C. No need to look abroad when there is a continent to conquer 

1. The United States had been protected by two oceans that basically served as two 

large moats 

2. Many Americans remembered George Washington’s Farewell Address 
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3. However, one could argue the conquest of the Native Americans was a form of 

imperialism 

D. The acquisition of Alaska (1867) 

1. Secretary of State William Seward 

a. Orchestrated the deal 

b. Seward had larger ambitions in the Americas 

2. Russia wanted to sell Alaska because they believed it was worthless 

3. 550,000 mi
2
 for $7.2 million 

4. Many Americans too believed it was worthless and hence it was known as 

“Seward’s Folly” or “Seward’s Icebox” 

5. Little was it known that one day Alaska would be very valuable because of oil 

reserves  

E. Asserting power in Latin America 

1. The Monroe Doctrine (1823) 

2. The French in Mexico in the 1860s 

a. Napoleon III tried to put Maximilian in control of Mexico   

b. The United States was too preoccupied with the Civil War to enforce the 

Monroe Doctrine  

c. 5 May 1867: the Mexican defeated the French- hence this is why Cinco de 

May is celebrated  

d. Maximilian was executed  

3. Pan-American Conference (1889) 

a. Sought to improve relations by exchanging political, scientific, and cultural 

information among member nations  

b. Lowered tariffs among member nations 

c. Secretary of State James G. Blaine also hoped to divert trade from Europe 

to the United States  

4. Near-war with Chile in 1889 because American sailors were attacked  

5. Venezuela border dispute (1895) 

a. Gold was discovered in a contested region between Venezuela and British 

Guiana  

b. Venezuela turned to the United States for help 

c. Secretary of State Richard Olney stepped in and asserted the Monroe 

Doctrine  

d. The British backed down because they realized that with increasing tensions 

with Germany, there was no need to alienate the United States  

e. The anti-British sentiments in the United States at the time was an example 

of “twisting the lion’s tail” 

F. Treaty of Washington (1871) 

1. Secretary of State Hamilton Fish 

2. Successfully arbitrated the Alabama claims 

 

III. Reasons for the United States Became an Imperial Power 

A. Several factors came together in the 1890s to make the United States a global imperial power  

B. American Imperialism- a new Manifest Destiny? 

C. The closing of the frontier 

1. The Census of 1890 declared there was no longer a discernible frontier line; it 

was “so broken into isolated bodies of settlement that there can hardly be said to 

be a frontier line.” 

2. Frederick Jackson Turner’s “Frontier Thesis” 

a. The Significance of the Frontier in American History (1893) 

b. “The existence of an area of free land, its continuous recession and the 

advance of American settlement westward, explain American development. 

And now, four centuries from the discovery of America… the frontier is 

gone, and with its going has closed the first period of American history.” 
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3. More a psychological threat than anything because there was still plenty of land 

in the continental United States 

4. John A. Kassar: “We are rapidly utilizing the whole of our continental territory- 

we must turn our eyes abroad, or they will soon turn inward upon discontent.”  

D. Need for new markets 

1. Imperial nations often acquired raw materials from colonies in order to 

guarantee a source of markets 

2. Imperial nations often closed their colonies off to foreign trade 

3. The Industrial Revolution in the United States in the second half of the 1800s 

led to an explosion of production  

4. The United States could not consume all it produced, therefore it made securing 

exports all the more important  

a. American exports increased from $392 million in 1860 to $1.4 billion in 

1900 

b. Industrial share of exports increased from 15% in 1880 to 305 in 1900 

c. Ex: by 1900 Standard Oil was shipping 2/3 of its kerosene abroad  

d. Senator Albert J. Beveridge: “Today, we are raising more than we can 

consume. Today, we are making more than we can consume. Therefore we 

must find new markets for our produce, new occupation for our capital, and 

new work for our labor.”  

E. Competition with foreign nations 

1. Imperialism was seen as a great contest  

2. New nations were becoming very active 

a. Germany 

b. Italy 

c. Belgium: controlled the Congo in Central Africa  

3. Colonies were seen as a sign of prestige  

4. Interest in Africa 

a. Stories of exploration in Africa such as David Livingstone and Henry 

Stanley made Europeans very interested in the “Dark Continent” 

b. 1869: construction of the Suez Canal to link the Mediterranean and Red 

Seas  

c. European nations were very active in carving up Africa 

d. 1884: the Berlin Conference divided Africa among European powers, no 

Africans were present  

e. By 1900 nearly all of Africa except for Liberia and Ethiopia were under 

European control  

F. Social Darwinism and the “white man’s burden” 

1. The 1890s were extremely racist  

2. Social Darwinism 

a. Survival of the fittest 

b. Applied to the competition for colonies around the world  

c. Proponents of Social Darwinism and imperialism 

i. John Fiske argued for white Anglo-Saxon Protestant superiority  

ii. John W. Burress did the same for people of English origin  

iii. Brooks Adams- The Law of Civilization and Decay (1895)- It is 

justified for the stronger to conquer the weak  

iv. Theodore Roosevelt- “All the great masterful races have been 

fighting races.” 

3. The “white man’s burden” 

a. It was the responsibility of the United States and other Anglo-Saxon powers 

to spread civilization (democracy and Christianity) to the darker and 

uncivilized masses of the world  

b. Our Country: Its Possible Future and Present Crisis (1885) by Josiah 

Strong 
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i. Josiah Strong: “It is fully in the hands of Christians of the United 

States during the next ten or fifteen years to hasten or retard the 

coming of Christ’s kingdom in the world by hundreds or thousands 

of years.”  

ii. Strong: "It seems to me that God, with infinite wisdom and skill in 

training the Anglo-Saxon race for an hour sure to come in the 

world's future... The lands of the Earth are limited, and will soon 

be taken...Then will the world enter upon a new stage of history? 

Then this (Anglo-Saxon) race of unequalled energy, with all the 

majesty of numbers and the might of wealth behind it- the 

representative of the highest liberty, the purest Christianity, the 

highest civilization will spread itself over the world.” 

c. John Fiske: “The work which the English race began when it colonized 

North America is destined to go on until every land on the earth’s surface 

that is not already the seat of an old civilization shall become English in its 

language, in its political habits and traditions, and to a predominant extent 

in the blood of its people.” 

d. Lots of missionary work 

G. Proponents of sea power 

1. 1880s: rise of a strong group of dynamic naval officers 

a. Ex: Alfred Thayer Mahan 

b. Establishment of the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island  

2. The Influence of Sea Power Upon History (1890) by Alfred Thayer Mahan  

a. Argued a strong navy would be needed to protect colonies and trade routes 

around the world 

b. Need to establish colonies for coaling stations (ex: Hawaii) 

c. Advocated an isthmian canal to connect the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans  

d. Emphasis on building massive battleships  

e. Theodore Roosevelt and industrialists favored a strong navy  

f. Influential not only in the United States but the rest of the world (ex: the 

Kaiser ordered a copy on all of Germany’s warships) 

g. Mahan: “Whether they will or not, Americans must now begin to look 

outward.” 

3. In 1889 the United States had the world’s 12
th

 largest navy 

a. By 1900 it was third only behind Britain and Germany  

b. Influenced Secretary of the Navy Benjamin F. Tracy  

H. A need to quell increasing discontent at home 

1. The labor strife of the 1890s 

a. Ex: the Homestead Strike (1892) and the Pullman Strike (1894) 

b. Coxey’s March (1894) 

2. Rise of the Populist Party   

3. Panic of 1893: the greatest economic depression in U.S. history until the Great 

Depression  

4. Fear of socialism, communism, or anarchy  

 

IV. Hawaii and Samoa 

A. Hawaii 

1. Large presence of American missionaries and planters since 1820 

2. Considered to have a high strategic value 

a. Sometimes known as the “crossroads of the Pacific” or the “keys to the 

Pacific” 

b. Fear that the archipelago may someday fall into the hands of the Germans 

or Japanese  

3. 1887: the United States acquired the rights to build a naval base at Pearl Harbor 

4. 1893: American sugar planters revolted against Queen Liliuokalani 

a. Led by Stanford Dole  
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b. Asked for annexation but President Cleveland refused because he did not 

want to obtain a land dominated by non-Caucasians and he opposed the 

means by which Queen Liliuokalani was toppled  

5. The United States annexed Hawaii in 1898 during the Spanish-American War 

because of the imperial hysteria gripping the country 

6. Hawaii finally became the 50
th

 state in 1959  

B. Samoa 

1. 1878: the United States obtained rights to the harbor at Pago Pago 

2. 1
st
 major American outpost in the South Pacific 

3. Competition between Britain, Germany, and the United States  

4. 1889: near-war situation with Germany and it would have been a disaster for the 

United States  

 

V. Increasing Tensions With Spain 

A. Spain: a declining power 

1. In the 1820s many Latin American nations began to break away from Spanish 

control and declare their independence 

a. Simón Bolívar: the “George Washington” of Latin America 

b. Ex: Mexico declared its independence in 1821 

2. Spain had a tenuous hold over Cuba at best 

B. Cuban resistance movement  

1. Cuba had been periodically rebelling against Spanish rule since 1868 

2. 1895: José Martí led another rebellion 

3. Many Americans supported the Cuba Libre movement  

4. President Cleveland offered to mediate an end to this conflict  

C. General Valeriano Weyler’s reconcentrado policy 

1. The Spanish were frustrated with the Cubans’ guerilla tactics and them blending 

back into the larger population 

2. Forced the Cuban peasants into concentration camps 

3. Known as the “Butcher” Weyler because of atrocities 

4. Eventually Weyler was recalled due to public outrage  

D. Yellow journalism 

1. Sensationalistic reporting in order to sell newspapers; lots of jingoism  

2. Known for the cheap yellow paper they were printed on  

3. Joseph Pulitzer’s New York World vs. William Randolph Hearst’s New York 

Journal  

4. Hearst to Frederic Remington: “You furnish the pictures and I’ll furnish the 

war.” 

5. Ex: the Journal described Weyler as a “fiendish despot” and an “exterminator of 

men” 

E. The Dupuy de Lôme Letter 

1. A Spanish ambassador to the United States insulted President McKinley  

2. Published 9 February 1898 by Heart 

3. Public outrage forced De Lôme to be recalled  

F. The explosion of the USS Maine 

1. The Maine had been sent to Havana Harbor to protect American interests  

2. 15 February 1898: the Maine exploded 

a. Blamed on Spain 

b. Killed 266 men 

c. The Spanish claimed it was an internal explosion, not sabotage  

d. In 1976 it was determined it was indeed caused by an internal explosion 

rather than Spanish sabotage  

3. Created a surge of anti-Spanish hysteria 

a. The yellow press had a field day  

b. “Remember the Maine and to Hell with Spain!” 

G. President McKinley was hesitant to go to war 
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1. He had served during the Civil War and had witnessed firsthand the horrors of 

war and philosophically opposed going to war  

2. But public opinion was simply too strong in favor of war 

3. 25 April 1898: the United States officially declared war on Spain  

 

VI. The “Splendid Little War”: The Spanish-American War 

A. The U.S. was woefully unprepared for war 

1. Small regular army 

a. Before World War II (with the exception of the Civil War and World War 

I), the United States traditionally had a small military  

b. Had to rely heavily on ill-trained National Guard and volunteer units (ex: 

the Rough Riders) 

2. Winter woolen uniforms to fight in a tropical environment  

3. Smoke-emitting rifles vs. smoke-less Mausers used by the Spanish  

4. Difficulty transporting troops to Cuba  

B. Success in the Philippines  

1. Assistant Secretary of the Navy Theodore Roosevelt ordered the Pacific 

Squadron led by Commodore George Dewey to move to the Spanish-controlled 

Philippines in case of war 

2. The fall of Manila  

a. 1 May 1898: Dewey’s fleet decisively defeated the Spanish at Manila Bay  

b. 3 May 1898: Manila fell 

c. The Spanish surrendered to the Americans rather than the Filipino rebels  

3. President McKinley decided to annex them 

a. Fear of them being taken by the Japanese or the Germans  

b. "I walked the floor of the White House night after night until midnight; and 

I am not ashamed to tell you gentlemen I went down on my knees and 

prayed Almighty God for light and guidance more than one night. And one 

night late it came to me this way-I don't know how it was, but it came: 1) 

That we could not give them back to Spain-that would be cowardly and 

dishonorable; 2) that we could not turn them over to France or Germany- 

our commercial rivals in the Orient- that would be bad business and 

discreditable; 3) that we could not leave them to themselves- they were 

unfit for self-government; and 4) that there was nothing to do but take them 

all, and educate the Filipinos, and uplift and Christianize them, and by 

God's grace do the very best we could by them, as our fellow men." 

4. Thus, the United States unexpectedly acquired the Philippines 

C. Cuba 

1. American troops landed at Daiquirí 

2. Battle of Las Guasmas: first battle 

3. Theodore Roosevelt and the Rough Riders 

a. TR had resigned his post as Assistant Secretary of War in order to obtain a 

command of a volunteer regiment: the Rough Riders 

b. Wanted to prove himself in battle: “No triumph of peace is quite as great as 

the supreme triumphs of war” 

c. The Rough Riders were a strange hodgepodge of western cowboys and Ivy 

League graduates  

4. Battle of San Juan Hill 

a. The Rough Riders attacked Spanish positions 

b. TR called it his “crowded hour”; the supreme test of his manhood  

c. The Spanish were defeated and thus led to the capture of Santiago 

5. The Spanish fleet was bottled up and destroyed at Santiago Harbor 

6. Teller Amendment (1898) 

a. Banned the United States from annexing Cuba  

b. Did not apply to the Philippines  

D. The Treaty of Paris (1898) 
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1. Ended the Spanish-American War 

2. The United States paid Spain $20 million  

3. The United States had overnight obtained an overseas empire 

a. Cuba 

b. Puerto Rico 

c. Guam 

d. The Philippines 

4. Because of strong anti-imperialist sentiments it passed with only 1 vote more 

than the necessary 2/3 in the Senate 

E. A not so splendid little war 

1. Secretary of State John Hay called the conflict “a splendid little war” 

2. Ten times more died from diseases such as malaria, yellow fever, and dysentery 

than from battle wounds  

3. Men also died from rancid beef- the “tainted beef” scandal  

4. Logistical disaster 

a. Ex: transporting troops from Tampa to Cuba was a disaster  

5. Spain fortunately was an inferior foe 

 

VII. The War in the Philippines (1899-1902) 

A. Lasted much longer than the Spanish-American War and it was far deadlier and more 

destructive 

B. The Filipinos had expected to be liberated when the Spanish were defeated; they did not 

expect to be ruled by the Americans 

C. Intense guerilla war 

1. Filipino rebels led by Emilio Aguinaldo 

a. Aguinaldo actually had been brought from Hong Kong by the U.S. Navy in 

order to help defeat the Spanish  

2. Atrocities committed by both sides 

a. Ex: the Americans resorted to Weyler-like tactics to subdue the indigenous 

population and using the water torture 

b. The “water cure”: forcing a captive to drink more water than his stomach 

could hold and then pummeling his stomach 

3. In many ways the conflict was similar to the Vietnam War 

D. March 1901: Emilio Aguinaldo was captured in a trap 

1. Col. Frederick Funston essentially carried out a special operations mission  

2. The revolt soon fizzled out 

E. It was not until 4 July 1946 that the Philippines were granted independence  

 

VIII. The Anti-Imperialists 

A. Anti-imperialists included both Democrats and Republicans 

B. Reasons to oppose imperialism 

1. Unions feared a flood of cheap labor 

a. Ex: Samuel Gompers and the AF of L 

2. Like their pro-imperialism counterparts, anti-imperialists believed in racial 

stereotypes. But these stereotypes were used to justify the exclusion of these 

peoples from the American political system, rather than their inclusion 

3. Fear of being flooded with “un-American” immigrants 

4. Inconsistency with American values 

a. William Jennings Bryan: “This nation cannot endure half republic and half 

colony- half free and half vassal.”  

b. Imperialism violates the essence of the Constitution and the American form 

of government  

c. Inherent contradiction of a representative government imposing its will 

upon another people  

d. Could the United States preserve its own democracy if it denied the right of 

self-rule to others? 
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5. The military would have to be expanded to control these areas 

a. The old Jeffersonian fear of large standing armies being a threat to liberty  

6. Believe it is unnecessary to colonize in order to get that area's trade  

7. Did not want to become deeply involved in international politics, especially in 

Asia 

a. Believe it is a clear departure of the American tradition of non-

entanglement with foreign powers 

b. A departure from Washington’s Farewell Address  

C. The Anti-Imperialist League 

1. Included Andrew Carnegie, Jane Addams, Samuel Gompers, Mark Twain, E.L. 

Godkin (journalist), Charles Elliot (president of Harvard) and William Jennings 

Bryan  

D. The Election of 1900 

1. William McKinley (R) vs. William Jennings Bryan (D) 

2. Bryan hoped to make the election a referendum on imperialism 

3. McKinley won easily  

 

IX. Governing an Empire 

A. Building infrastructure 

1. Ex: roads, bridges, schools, etc. 

2. Prominent colonial governors 

a. William Howard Taft in the Philippines 

b. Leonard Wood in Cuba 

B. Puerto Rico 

1. The Foracker Act (1917) 

a. U.S. citizenship was granted to Puerto Rico  

b. Established a civil government in Puerto Rico 

2. U.S. rule was probably most warmly received in Puerto Rico than any other 

colony  

C. Cuba 

1. The Teller Amendment (1898) 

a. At the beginning of the Spanish-American War the United States declared it 

would grant Cuba its independence and not seize it as a colony 

b. Did not apply to the Philippines  

2. The Platt Amendment (1901) 

a. Granted Cuba its independence 

b. But the United States got the right to build at base at Guantanamo Bay  

D. The Insular Cases  

1. Ex: Downes v. Bidwell (1901) 

2. Question of whether Constitutional rights extended to the people of colonies 

3. The Supreme Court ruled they did not; Congress should determine the rights of 

those in territories 

E. 1917: the U.S. acquired the Virgin Islands from Denmark  

 

X. China 

A. China had been slow to adopt Western ideas and modernize 

1. Suffered a major defeat at the hands of the British in the Opium War (1839-

1842) 

2. Defeated decisively at the hands of the Japanese in the Sino-Japanese War 

(1894-1895) 

a. Japan became the dominant power in East Asia 

b. Taiwan was surrendered to Japan  

B. European nations began to seize “spheres of influence” in China 

C. The Open Door (1899) 

1. Americans feared China would suffer the same partitioning as Africa 
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2. The United States was particularly intrigued with China because they saw 500  

million potential customers 

3. Secretary of State John Hay declared adherence to “equality of treatment of all 

foreign trade throughout China” 

4. The Europeans accepted  

D. The Boxer Rebellion (1900) 

1. The Boxers 

a.  Xenophobic (anti-foreign) group dedicated to expelling westerners from 

China 

b. Laid siege to the western legation in Peking, it appeared a massacre was 

imminent  

2. A multi-national force fought its way into Peking and rescued the foreigners  

E. Hay’s Second Open Door Note (1900) 

1. Feared the Europeans would use the Boxer Rebellion as an excuse to partition 

China 

2. Wanted to preserve the “territorial integrity” of China, in other words no 

partitioning of China  

 

XI. The Rise of Japan and the Russo-Japanese War  

A. The Tokugawa Dynasty 

1. Closed Japan to foreign contact and trade  

2. Feared Christianity and other foreign influences  

3. Between 1640 and 1853 the Japanese government banned travel abroad by 

Japanese citizens and prohibited foreigners from visiting Japan  

B. Commodore Matthew Perry  

1. Sent to Japan in 1854 by President Pierce to open Japan to trade 

2. Basically did so at gun point with his “black ships” 

C. 1868: the Meiji Restoration 

1. End of the Tokugawa Shoguns 

2. The Emperor Meiji (“the Enlightened One”) 

D. Japan undertook a crash course to modernize and westernize 

1. “Japanese spirit, Western things.” 

2. More than 3,000 foreign advisors were brought in to improve Japanese 

government, agriculture, industry, education, and economy 

3. Modeled its military after European powers 

a. Prussia- army 

b. Great Britain- navy 

4. Industrial Revolution took off in Japan  

E. Rivalry with China 

1. Japan saw China as weak and did not want to experience the same fate – this 

was one reason why Japan saw it so necessary to modernize 

2. Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) 

a. Japan shocked the world by easily defeating the Chinese  

b. Ended by the Treaty of Shimonseki (1895) 

F. The Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905) 

1. Manchuria 

a. Both Russia and Japan had a rivalry in Manchuria  

b. Importance of coal and iron deposits there 

2. The Japanese launched a surprise attack and destroyed the Russian fleet at Port 

Arthur  

3. The Russians then sent their European fleet half way around the world only to 

be smashed at the Battle of Tsushima Strait 

4. For Russia the war was a disaster 

a. Too overconfident- believed they would easily handle the Japanese 

b. The Revolution of 1905: nearly resulted in the Tsar being toppled 
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c. First time in modern history where an Asian nation defeated a European 

power 

5. Treaty of Portsmouth (1905) 

a. By 1905 both sides were worn out and tired of fighting; but Japan clearly 

had the upper hand  

b. TR had initially rooted for the Japanese but was fearful a decisive victory 

by either Russia or Japan would upset the balance of power in East Asia  

c. President Roosevelt negotiated a treaty at Portsmouth, New Hampshire and 

thus won the Nobel Prize in 1906 

G. Increasing tensions with Japan and the United States 

1. Japan felt they got shortchanged by the Treaty of Portsmouth 

2. The U.S. and Japan were both expanding into the Pacific 

3. Taft-Katsura Agreement (1905) 

a. The United States would recognize Japanese dominance in Korea  

b. Japan in turn would acknowledge American interests in the Philippines 

4. The Gentlemen’s Agreement (1907) 

a. The city of San Francisco segregated Japanese school children and Japan 

was irate 

b. Fear of the “yellow peril” 

c. TR convinced San Francisco to repeal its segregation; and Japan agreed to 

limit immigration to the United States  

5. Root-Takahira Agreement (1908): the United States and Japan promised to 

maintain the status quo in the Pacific and abide by the Open Door  

6. These tensions will eventually escalate and lead to Pearl Harbor (7 December 

1941) 

 

XII. TR and the “Big Stick” 

A. “Speak softly but carry a big stick” 

1. West African proverb  

2. Characterized TR’s foreign policy  

3. TR expanded the U.S. Navy, especially battleships  

B. Voyage of the “Great White Fleet” (1907-1908) 

1. 15-month-long voyage to flex American naval muscle 

2. Made a stop at Japan to send a message  

C. The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine 

1. Fear that European nations would intervene in Latin America to collect debts  

a. Ex: the Dominican Republic  

2. The United States could intervene in the internal affairs of Latin American 

countries in order to preserve order  

3. Numerous examples of U.S. intervention in Latin America under TR and Wilson 

administrations  

4. The Lodge Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine (1912): prohibited the purchase of 

sites with military potential in the Western Hemisphere by foreign corporations 

D. Acquired the rights to building the Panama Canal  

 

XIII. The Panama Canal 

A. Need for an isthmian canal 

1. Military 

a. The voyage of the USS Oregon during the Spanish-American War which 

traveled 13,000 miles from its Pacific base to action in the Caribbean  

2. Commercial 

a. Would dramatically decrease shipping distances and thus costs  

B. Potential locations for an isthmian canal 

1. Nicaragua 

a. Wider than Panama but there was a lake in the middle 

b. Problem of a nearby volcano and an untimely explosion  
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2. Panama 

a. The most narrow point of the Americas 

b. Difficulty of rugged terrain and jungles 

c. The French had tried to build there but had failed  

C. The United States obtained the rights to build a canal 

1. Clayton-Bulwer Treaty (1850): the United States and Britain would jointly build 

an isthmian canal 

2. Hay-Pauncefote Treaty (1901): the United States can act alone and build the 

canal  

D. The problem was that Panama was not independent and controlled by Colombia 

1. Colombia was hostile to the idea of the United States building a canal  

a. Ex: shot down U.S. plan to build a canal in Panama  

2. TR supplied Panama rebels in their struggle for independence  

a. Sent a U.S. battleship to help the Panamanian rebels  

b. Hay-Buneau-Varilla Treaty (1903): the U.S. gained control of a 10-mile 

wide canal zone; Panama received independence  

E. Building the Panama Canal  

1. Series of locks to deal with the varying elevations of the isthmus  

2. Reduced the impact of yellow fever because Dr. Walter Reed discovered it was 

carried by mosquitoes  

3. Col. George Washington Goethals did much to oversee construction  

4. Completed in 1914 

F. Today the Panama Canal is one of the most strategic locations in the world  

 

XIV. Taft and “Dollar Diplomacy” 

A. Secretary of State Philander C. Knox 

B. Not only was Taft estranged from his former mentor in domestic affairs, he also shifted 

American foreign policy from TR’s “Big Stick” to “Dollar Diplomacy” 

1. Policy of investing in less developed countries 

2. Promote American financial and business interests abroad  

C. U.S. investment in Central American doubled  

1. Ex: the United Fruit Company made massive profits in Latin American  

 

XV. The Root Reforms 

A. The United States realized it must reform its military in order to face the challenges of the 20
th

 

century, especially after the Spanish-American War 

B. Secretary of War Elihu Root 

C. Creation of the Army War College 

D. Creation of a general staff 

1. Modeled after the Germans 

2. More efficient way of managing the military  

E. Increased the size of the navy  

 

XVI. Wilson and Latin America 

A. Wilson intervened in Latin America numerous times 

1. Military occupation of the Dominican Republic and Haiti 

2. Purchased the Virgin Islands from Denmark 

B. Mexico 

1. Troubled government and revolution  

a. 1910: Porfirio Diaz (pro-American) was overthrown by Francisco Madero 

b. 1913: Madero was murdered by Victoriano Huerta  

2. Wilson refused to recognize Huerta’s government  

a. His definition of recognition: “a just government based upon law, not 

arbitrary or irregular force.” 

b. Wilson then supported Venustiano Carnanza 
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3. 1914: the United States occupied Veracruz and intervened in Tampico after a 

minor assault on American sailors  

4. Pancho Villa 

a. March 1916: launched a raid across the border on Columbus, New Mexico 

killing 16 Americans 

b. Wilson sent John J. Pershing on a “punitive expedition” to try to capture 

Villa 

c. 6,000 American troops were unable to capture or even find Villa in the 

mountains of northern Mexico  

5. The U.S. and Mexico were on the brink of declared war in 1916 when World 

War I intervened  

 

XVII. The Legacy of the United States’ Imperial Past 

A. Puerto Rico is still an American protectorate- they have the best of both worlds  

B. Much resentment from Latin American to intervention  

C. The precedent of the United States being active on the world stage really began in the 1890s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 266 

The Great War: The United States and World War I, 1914-1918 
 

I. World War I: Shaping the Course of the Twentieth Century  

A. The Russian Revolution (1917) and the rise of the Soviet Union (USSR)  

1. World War I was a disaster for Russia and facilitated the fall of the Tsar and the 

Romanov Dynasty 

2. Rise of a communist state under Vladimir Lenin  

3. Mid-1920s: Joseph Stalin assumed power after Lenin’s death in 1924 

4. The Cold War: conflict between Communist nations led by the Soviet Union and free 

nations led by the United States 

B. The rise of fascism in Italy and Germany 

1. Italy  

a. Felt as if it had not received enough as a victor at the peace table at 

Versailles  

b. Rise of Benito Mussolini and fascism during the 1920s 

2. Nazi Germany 

a. Germany was defeated and worse beaten while they were down (harsh 

terms of the Treaty of Versailles) 

b. Adolf Hitler was able to capitalize on these sentiments on his rise to power  

c. Germany will want vengeance for their loss in World War I  

C. A battered France and Great Britain 

1. Like most belligerence, both nations had lost almost an entire generation of young 

men in the trenches of the Western Front 

2. Neither will be able or willing to go to war again in order to stop the rise of Adolf 

Hitler in the 1930s until it is too late  

3. Both will be smashed during the early stages of World War II 

D. An economically powerful but isolationist United States 

1. The United States became a creditor nation and economically was the real winner of 

World War I 

2. The United States retreated back into its isolationist shell 

3. A return to a foreign policy similar to that before World War I 

a. Ex: minding Washington’s advice from his farewell address 

b. The United States basically did nothing to stop an increasingly hostile and 

aggressive Japan, Germany, and Italy during the 1920s and 1930s  

c. It will be Pearl Harbor that finally drags the United States into World War 

II  

E. World War II 

1. The two opposing sides were basically the same as World War I 

2. In many ways it was a continuation of issues that were inadequately after World War I 

 

II. World War I in Europe 

A. Causes of World War I 

1. Europe had not experienced a major continent-wide war since the Napoleonic Wars 

100 years earlier, but peace rested on a very precarious balance of power  

2. The kindling 

a. Nationalism 

i. Love of country 

ii. Not only did many European countries passionately love their 

country but feared and hated other nations 

iii. The peoples of the major belligerents were remarkably eager to 

march off to war when it was declared in August 1914  

b. Colonial rivalries/imperialism  

i. Ex: Africa 

c. Naval rivalries 

i. A naval arms race between Germany vs. Britain 

ii. Construction of massive Dreadnought battleships by Britain 
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d. Militarism 

i. All the major powers (with the exception of Britain) had relatively 

large armies 

ii. Germany especially had built up its army and was well-prepared 

and had game planned for a possible European War 

e. System of alliances  

i. Triple Entente: France, Britain, and Russia 

ii. Triple Alliance: Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy 

iii. Europeans will not hesitate to go to war because they are bound to 

these alliances and other nations have their back in case of war 

3. The spark: the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand (28 June 1914) 

a. Franz Ferdinand was the heir the Austrian-Hungarian throne 

b. The Serbs 

i. Were one of many disgruntled groups in the multi-ethnic Austrian-

Hungarian Empire 

ii. Wanted to establish their own nation 

c. Gavrillo Princip 

i. A member of the Black Hand 

ii. The Black Hand was an ultranationalist organization dedicated to 

Serbia’s independence  

iii. Assassinated Franz Ferdinand and his wife in Sarajevo  

4. Spark  a chain of events that led to World War I 

a. Germany pledged to help Austria deal with the Serbs 

b. Russia decided to mobilize to help Serbia 

c. When Russia mobilized, Germany mobilized 

d. France mobilized because of its alliance with Russia 

e. When Germany invades Belgium to get to France Great Britain declares 

war on Germany because it guaranteed Belgium’s neutrality  

5. The system of alliances had spiraled out of control and by mid-August all of Europe 

was engulfed in one of the greatest wars ever fought by mankind  

6. Sir Edward Grey of Great Britain put it best: “All of the lights have gone out, never to 

come on again.” 

B. The Opposing Sides 

1. Central Powers 

a. Germany 

i. Well-organized, well-trained army 

ii. Problem of being sandwiched between two formidable enemies: 

France and Russia  

b. Austria-Hungary 

i. A declining power 

ii. Problem of tensions among the many ethnic groups in its Empire  

c. The Ottoman Empire 

i. Today it is Turkey 

ii. Known as the “sick man of Europe” 

2. The Allies 

a. France 

i. Possessed a large army 

ii. Problem that a good deal of the war was fought on French soil 

b. Britain 

i. Began the war with a mighty navy but a small army 

ii. Entered the war when the Germans invaded Belgium  

c. Russia 

i. The largest nation 

ii. Not prepared for total war because it lacked the industry to fight 

such a war (ex: entered the first battle with 1 rifle for every 20 men 

in some units) 
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iii. Teetering to begin with, will collapse during the war  

d. Italy 

i. Initially sided with the Central Powers but switched sides in 1915 

e. The United States in 1917  

C. Total War 

1. Fighting modern total wars require an unprecedented coordination of resources, 

manpower, etc. in order to fight such large wars 

2. Industrialization 

a. Who can mobilize their natural resources and labor to produce a massive 

amount of arms and munitions? 

b. The amount of war materials during World War I will be unprecedented up 

to that point in history  

3. Mobilization 

a. Who can best raise, train, and equip an effective fighting force? 

b. The Germans were particularly skilled at this  

4. Propaganda 

a. Mobilizing the people’s minds to support the government and the war 

b. Typically presents two basic messages- we are good, they are bad  

5. Conscription: the draft  

6. War of attrition 

a. Who can last the longest?  

b. Ultimately the Central Powers would be the first to wear down  

D. Stalemate on the Western Front 

1. The Schlieffen Plan 

a. Germany anticipated fighting a two-front war against France and Russia 

b. Germany would rapidly move to knockout France while holding off Russia; 

once France was defeated Germany could turn its attention to Russia  

c. The German offensive though France was stopped at the Battle of the 

Marne 

d. The war bogged down into a series of trenches that stretched from the North 

Sea to the Swiss border- an area called the Western Front  

2. Trench warfare  

a. For the next four years gains were measured in yards and not miles 

b. Commanders lacked vision or imagination to break the stalemate 

c. Futile charges across “No Man’s Land” between the opposing lines 

3. Hell on the Western Front 

a. Mud 

b. Lice, rats, and other vermin 

c. The stench of dead bodies, mud, stagnant water, residue of poison gas, etc.  

4. Extremely bloody battles 

a. Ypres 

i. Fought in Belgium 

ii. Since it was so close to the coast and the water table was so 

shallow, it quickly became an unbelievably muddy quagmire 

b. Verdun 

i. Arguably the greatest battle fought in history 

ii. The Germans planned to “bleed the French white” but in reality 

both sides did 

c. The Somme 

i. British plan in the summer of 1916 to bombard the German lines 

and launch a massive assault and finally break the stalemate  

ii. Unfortunately, the Germans were well-entrenched and they simply 

cut down the on-coming British “Tommies” 

iii. The British suffered about 60,000 casualties in a single day, most 

in just a few hours  

5. Improvements in military technology  
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a. Machine guns and rapid-firing rifles  

i. Maximized firepower at a rapid rate 

ii. Made casualties on the Western Front particularly ghastly  

iii. Improved range (ex: 1,000 yards vs. 300 yards during the Civil 

War) 

b. Improvements in artillery 

i. Artillery caused most of the casualties on the Western Front  

ii. Massive artillery barrage  

c. Poison gas 

i. Ex: mustard gas and chlorine  

ii. Developments in gas masks 

iii. Depending on the chemical weapon, the agent burned the skin, 

irritated the eyes, or damaged the respiratory system  

iv. Many during World War I were blinded and/or suffered from 

respiratory problems because of gas 

d. Tanks 

i. Initially created to try to break the stalemate 

ii. Slow and prone to mechanical problems, tanks were not the 

offensive weapon they were during World War II 

e. Airplanes 

i. First major war in which airpower was used 

ii. Did not have the capacity to bomb cities as in World War II but did 

provide reconnaissance and dog fights between rival aces 

iii. The public was fascinated with aces such as the German ace Erich 

von Richthofen (also known as the “Red Baron”) and Eddie 

Rickenbacker (American) 

f. Flamethrowers and grenades  

g. Submarines (U-boats) 

i. Could be used to attack vulnerable merchant ships 

ii. However were vulnerable when surfaced  

 

III. The United States: The Great Neutral  

A. When the war initially broke out the United States declared its neutrality  

B. Both the Allies and the Central Powers actively courted the United States 

1. The United States could easily tip the scales in the stalemate  

2. Propaganda was used by both sides to court the United States  

C. A divided American people over the war  

1. Many non-Irish Americans sided with the Allies  

a. Common heritage (ex: Britain) and sentimental ties (ex: France)  

b. Stories of German atrocities in Belgium  

i. “Belgium baby butchers” 

ii. Stories were exaggerated by British propaganda  

2. Supporters of the Central Powers 

a. Irish-Americans who were anti-British (“twisting the lion’s tail”) 

b. Large number of immigrants who had come from Austria-Hungary and 

Germany who sympathized with their home country  

c. Some Americans detested Russia so much it was difficult for them to 

support the Allies’ cause  

3. Progressives were divided 

a. Some saw the war as a great opportunity to expand the role of government 

to carry out all their reforms  

b. Others saw the war setting back their reforms 

c. Some hoped the war would “Americanize” “hyphenated-Americans” 

a. In 1914 1/3 of Americans were born abroad or  their parents were 

immigrants  

4. Peace advocates  
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a. Ex: Secretary of State William Jennings Bryan resigned as the Wilson 

administration increasingly assumed a belligerent position  

b. The League to Enforce Peace 

c. The war was opposed by many feminists and reformers such as Carrie 

Chapman Catt and Jane Addams  

d. Popular songs of the period: “Don’t Take My Darling Boy Away” and “I 

Didn’t Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier” 

D. Preparedness movement 

1. The United States historically has had a small peacetime army  

2. Dilemma of staying out of war but establishing military readiness for the inevitably 

of U.S. involvement  

3. Supporters of preparedness 

a. National Security League  

b. Theodore Roosevelt, Henry Cabot Lodge, Leonard Wood  

c. Calls for Universal Military Training (UMT)- peacetime draft  

d. Plattsburg Camps 

i. Voluntary military training in upstate New York  

e. Saw it not only as necessary for military necessity but to assimilate the 

different immigrants and ethnic groups  

4. Opponents of preparedness and Universal Military Training  

a. Speaker of the House Clark: “There is precious little difference made 

between a conscript and a convict.”  

5. Eventually endorsed by President Wilson  

a. National Defense Act (1916): doubled the size of the army and increased 

the size of the navy  

E. Election of 1916 

1. Wilson (D) vs. Charles Evans Hughes (R)  

2. Wilson’s reelection slogan: “He kept us out of war”  

3. Wilson won by a slim margin despite being the incumbent  

F. Violations of American Neutrality  

1. The British blockade 

a. The British had effectively used a blockade before (ex: the Napoleonic 

Wars) 

b. Planned to wear down the Central Powers by restricting the flow of imports 

and exports 

i. Ex: preventing the importation of nitrates (used in explosives) 

from Chile, hurt the Central Powers’ war effort  

ii. Neutral nations such as the United States were prohibited from 

trading with the Central Powers  

2. The Germans U-boat offensive  

a. The objective of the U-boats 

i. U-boats could neutralize Britain’s naval superiority and could act 

like Britain’s conventional blockade 

ii. Attempt to strangle Britain, an island, into submission by cutting 

off imports and exports 

b. The shift to unrestricted U-boat warfare  

i. Initially warned ships before sinking them, allowing the crew to 

disembark  

ii. However, British “Q-ships” would unveil guns and blast the 

vulnerable U-boats out of the war  

iii. Unrestricted U-boat warfare meant the subs would shoot on sight 

without warning to avoid the danger of the Q-ships  

c. The sinking of the Lusitania (7 May 1915) 

i. The Lusitania was a passenger liner similar to the Titanic 
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ii. The Lusitania was carrying munitions and the Germans had 

warned the American public in major newspapers such as the New 

York Times  

iii. The Lusitania was sunk just off the coast of Ireland killing 1,198 , 

including 128 Americans 

iv. The American people were outraged and called for war with 

Germany  

v. Wilson feared this would bring the United States into war: “There 

is such a thing as a man too proud to fight. There is such a thing as 

a nation being so right that it does not need to convince others by 

force that it is right.”  

d. The Sussex Pledge (1916) 

i. The U.S. warned Germany it would break off diplomatic relations 

if Germany did not abandon unrestricted u-boat warfare  

ii. The Germans ended unrestricted U-boat warfare because they were 

not ready to provoke the U.S. into war yet  

iii. Correctly worried the United States would enter the side of the 

Allies if they continued  

 

IV. The United States Joins the Allies 

A. Wartime trade 

1. Allied trade was more valuable than the Central Powers’ 

a. $2.5 billion vs. $27 million  

b. Much more was provided in loans  

2. The United States worries it will not get paid if the Allies loses  

3. Economically, the United States economy boomed during the war  

a. Increased prosperity  

b. Farmers did fantastic for a change  

B. Resumption of unrestricted U-boat warfare (February 1917) 

1. Though both nations violated American neutrality, the U-boat offensive was killing 

innocent citizens  

2. The Germans were starting to get worn down on the Western Front and saw 

unrestricted U-boat warfare as a way to deliver a knockout  

a. Erroneously calculated they could sink enough tonnage to knock Britain out 

of the War and they then could finish off France  

b. They knew it would undoubtedly bring the United States into the war but: 

i. They underestimated the ability of the United States 

ii. The United States had a small military  

iii. It would time a long time for the U.S. to mobilize and transport its 

army to the Western Front 

C. The Zimmerman Telegram (March 1917) 

1. A memo from the German government stated it would help Mexico regain some of 

the losses from the Mexican-American War (1846-1848) and Texas  

2. Intercepted by the British and delivered to the United States  

3. Completely a bonehead move because strategically it would not have benefited 

Germany and it only angered the United States  

D. Declaration of war 

1. Wilson asked Congress for a declaration of war (2 April 1917) 

a. Wilson: “It is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into war, the 

most terrible and disastrous of all wars, civilization itself seemingly to be in 

the balance. But the right is more important than the peace.” 

2. Congress declared war on the Central Powers (6 April 1917)  

a. Six Senators and 50 members of the House voted against the war  

 

V. The Home Front During World War I  

A. The federal government mobilized American society on an unprecedented scale 
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B. The Committee on Public Information (CPI) 

1. Headed by George Creel 

a. Therefore also known as the Creel Committee  

b. Creel had previously been a muckraker  

2. The government needed to convince the American people of the righteousness of the 

cause 

3. Produced 75 million pamphlets, 6,000 press releases, and 14,000 drawings 

4. 75,000 “four-minute men” 

a. Delivered speeches on street corners or while film reels were being 

switched 

b. Speeches such as “Why We Are Fighting” and “The Meaning of America” 

5. Patriotic films 

a. The Prussian Cur 

b. Pershing’s Crusaders   

c. The Kaiser, the Beast of Berlin 

d. On the other hand, The Spirit of ’76 was pulled from theaters because it 

painted our Allies the British in an unfavorable light  

6. Patriotic songs 

a. Ex: “Over There” by George M. Colson  

7. Used catchy slogans and simple, easily comprehensible visual images  

a. Ex: “I WANT YOU for the U.S. Army” 

8. Emphasis on “100% Americanism” 

C. Attacks on all-things German  

1. Vigilantism against German-Americans 

a. Ex: the lynching of Robert Praeger, a German-American, in Illinois 

b. Forcing German-Americans to kiss the flag and denounce the Kaiser  

2. Renaming sauerkraut and hamburgers to “liberty cabbage” and “liberty steak” 

respectively  

3. German language courses were removed from many schools and colleges 

4. German composers such as Bach, Beethoven, and Wagner were not longer played  

D. Stifling dissent 

1. Increase of government censorship 

a. Suppression of mail  

b. Banning of radical magazines such as the American Socialist and The 

Masses  

2. The war was an opportunity to crack down on radical groups  

a. Many radical groups such as the Socialist Party and Industrial Workers of 

the World opposed the war 

b. The government went after Eugene V. Debs (sentenced to prison) and “Big 

Bill” Haywood and the Wobblies (ex: raids on their meeting halls)  

c. President Wilson encouraged the suppression of dissent  

3. American Protective League (APL) 

a. Basically vigilantism from private citizens- ex: “slacker raids” 

b. At its height involved approximately 250,000 Americans  

4. Trading-with-the-Enemy Act of 1917 

5. The Espionage Act of 1917  

6. The Sedition Act of 1918 

a. Harsh penalties for “disloyal, profane, or scurrilous, or abusive language 

about the form of government of the United States, or the Constitution of 

the United States, or flag of the United States, or the uniform of the Army 

or Navy…”  

7. Schenck v. United States (1918) 

a. Charles Schenck, a Socialist, violated the Espionage Act by distributing 

leaflets urging men to avoid the draft 

b. The ruling  

i. Established the principle of “clear and present danger” 
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ii. The Court ruled his First Amendment rights were not protected  

E. Financing the war 

1. ↑↑↑ government spending- an astronomical $33 billion at the time  

2. Selling of Liberty Bonds  

a. Basically a loan to the government  

b. Propaganda associated buying a bond with patriotic duty  

3. Increased income taxes as a proportion of government revenue  

a. Before the war: 75% was from customs duties (tariffs) and excise taxes 

b. After the war: 75% came from income and estate taxes  

F. Government oversight of the war 

1. Overman Act (1917): authority of the President to reorganized executive 

departments without consulting Congress  

2. War Industries Board (WIB) 

a. Headed by Bernard M. Baruch 

b. Oversaw the production of all factories  

c. Ex: coordinated government purchases of military supplies  

3. Food Administration  

a. Headed by Herbert Hoover 

b. “Meatless Mondays”, “Wheatless Wednesdays”, and growing “Victory 

Gardens” were strongly encouraged  

4. Fuel Administration 

a. Headed by Harry A. Garfield 

b. Ex: developed the concept of daylight saving time  

5. War Labor Board  

a. Headed by Felix Frankfurter  

b. The government tried to form more of a partnership with labor to maximize 

production  

c. But there were concessions from workers not to strike 

6. Nationalization of the railroads   

7. Selective Service Act (the draft) 

a. Conducted by local draft boards rather than the federal government 

b. Wilson stated it was “in no sense conscription of the unwilling, but 

selection from a nation that has volunteered in mass.”  

c. Unlike the Civil War, you could not hire a substitute  

d. The draft was the primary source of manpower for the AEF  

G. Immigration  

1. The war as an opportunity to assimilate immigrants 

a. Approximately 1/5 of the military was foreign-born  

2. Nativism 

a. 100% Americanism- fear of “hyphenated Americans” 

b. Fears of being flooded by refugees from Europe   

c. Literacy Test in 1917 for incoming immigrants 

d. Immigration restrictions shortly after the war ended  

H. Labor  

1. Increase of union membership during the war 

a. Ex: the American Federation of Labor’s numbers rose from 2.7 million to 5 

million  

I. Influx of Mexican-Americans into the Southwest 

1. At least 100,000 between 1917-1920 

2. Due to demand for labor and political unrest in Mexico  

J. African Americans  

1. The Great Migration  

a. The movement of Blacks from the rural South to northern cities and later 

California 

b. Push of conditions in the South  

c. Pull of Northern factory jobs  
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2. Race riots 

a. Houston (1917) 

b. East St. Louis (1917) 

c. Chicago (1919) 

3. Military service  

a. Some black leaders saw the war as an opportunity to advance civil rights 

(ex: Du Bois)  

b. Some 367,000 African-Americans served in the military  

c. Served in segregated units commanded by white officers  

d. Higher percentage of blacks drafted than whites, but small number in 

combat because of racist stereotypes  

e. Treated well in France, the French did not have the same racial fears as the 

Americans  

4. Returning home  

a. Many blacks expected more rights when they came home 

i. Du Bois: “We return, we return from fighting, we return fighting.” 

b. Increased lynchings was Southern whites feared “uppity” blacks 

i. 1917: 38 

ii. 1918: 58 

iii. 1919: 70 

iv. Some were even lynched wearing the uniform they had served in  

5. Marcus Garvey and the United Negro Improvement Association (UNIA)- a back to 

Africa movement  

K. Women 

1. Moved into many factory jobs while men were away  

2. More likely to oppose the war than men  

3. Served in the military in noncombat roles for the first time  

4. Involved in a variety of activities such as the Red Cross, Salvation Army, and 

YMCA  

5. Many lost their jobs when the men returned 

6. Furthered the cause of the Nineteenth Amendment  

a. Wilson came to support woman suffrage as “vital to winning the war”  

L. Influenza Pandemic (1918) 

1. More than 20 million died worldwide, perhaps 50 million  

2. 675,000 died in the U.S.  

3. One thing that was startling about the disease was that it affected a disproportionate 

amount of young, healthy people  

 

VI. The American Expeditionary Force (AEF) 

A. Militarily the United States was not prepared for war 

1. Evident during the Punitive Expedition (1916) 

2. Small peacetime army 

3. Had to rely on British and French-made weapons (ex: French artillery and British 

helmets)  

4. Nicknames for American soldiers- “Doughboys”, “Yanks”  

B. Progressives saw opportunities to advance progressive reforms 

1. Ex: using the military experience making better citizens 

2. Administering IQ tests (Stanford-Binet Test)  

3. Commission on Training Camp Activities 

a. Headed by Raymond Fosdick 

b. Tried to prohibit prostitution, liquor, and venereal disease  

C. The French and British demanded American troops as soon as possible 

1. German offensive in the Spring of 1918 to attempt to win the war before the 

Americans could be a factor 

2. Amalgamation 
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a. Insisted on American soldiers be fed into British and French armies to be 

replacements  

b. French Field Marshall Joffre insisted “men, men, and more men”  

c. Had limited faith in the inexperienced Americans  

D. John J. “Black Jack” Pershing  

1. Commanded the AEF 

2. Fought Amalgamation  

a. Successfully maintained the AEF as a separate American force rather than 

American units being used as replacements for the British and French 

armies 

b. Believed it would be bad for morale and did not want American boys to be 

cannon fodder for them 

3. Brought a different approach to fighting the war  

4. Reluctant to send troops into battle without receiving at least six months of training  

5. A stern disciplinarian  

E. The AEF in battle 

1. Summer of 1917 troops began to trickle into France 

a. Received enthusiastically by the war-weary French- Vive les Americains!!! 

2. By the spring-summer of 1918 large numbers of American troops began arriving in 

France 

3. Chateau-Thierry- 1
st
 significant fighting  

4. St. Mihiel Offensive 

5. The Argonne Forest  

a. Final push of the war 

b. Alvin York became a hero by single-handedly capturing >100 German 

prisoners of war  

F. American casualties 

1. 112,000 dead 

2. 230,000 wounded  

3. These casualties were especially appalling considering how little time American 

units were actually engaged with the enemy  

G. The importance of U.S. participation has been debated 

1. But the influx of fresh men and supplies was extremely demoralizing to the Germans 

2. And in all likelihood was the main reason the stalemate was broken  

 

VII. The Russian Revolution (1917) 

A. The Russians were getting creamed during World War I 

1. Ill-equipped and unprepared for war 

2. Suffered terrible casualties 

3. Poor leadership 

B. February Revolution  

1. The Tsar was toppled and forced to abdicate  

2. The Provisional Government led by Alexander Kerensky took over 

3. The Provisional Government failed to pull Russia out of the war  

C. October Revolution  

1. The Germans sent Vladimir Lenin from his exile in Switzerland to Russia where they 

knew he would stir up trouble  

2. Lenin and the Bolsheviks overthrew the Provisional Government  

3. Established the world’s first major communist state  

D. Treaty of Brest-Litvosk (March 1918) 

1. Lenin understood Russia had to withdraw from the war   

2. Russia pulled out of World War I, losing significant areas of territory  

3. Left the Western allies in a lurch because Germany was no longer fighting a two-

front war 

a. The Germany Army shifted troops west for one final knockout attempt in 

the Spring of 1918  
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b. Made the Americans presence on the Western Front even more urgent  

E. The Russian Civil War (1918-1921) 

1. Reds  

a. Communists  

b. Led by Lenin and Trotsky  

2. Whites 

a. Hodgepodge of groups who opposed the Red 

b. No unified leader  

3. The U.S. and Britain sent troops to help the Whites to fight communism and get 

Russia back into the war  

F. U.S. response 

1. 15,000 troops sent  

2. Refusal to recognize the Soviet government  

3. Economic embargo  

 

VIII. The End of the Great War 

A. Spring of 1918: the Germans launched a major offensive 

1. To win the war before the Americans arrived in full force and tipped the scales in 

favor of the Allies  

2. The British blockade was taking its toll 

3. The attack fizzled out  

B. In the fall of 1918 the Allies were really hammering the Germans for the first time 

C. The Germans asked for an armistice  

1. Went into effect 11 November 1918 at 11 am  

2. It was very fitting and symbolic because mankind was avoiding a complete 

meltdown on the 11
th

 hour  

D. Costs of the Great War 

1. More than 10 million dead 

2. Millions more wounded, suffering from psychiatric casualties, orphans, widows, etc.  

3. Shattered the belief that humanity was progressing  

 

IX. Wilson’s Idealism 

A. Woodrow Wilson was a very idealistic and intelligent man 

1. He thought he (perhaps he alone) had the vision for the post-war world 

2. Before the United States had entered the war he urged for “peace without victors” 

from both sides 

3. 22 January 1917: Wilson urged the Europeans not to be vindictive in the peace 

process and to secure “peace without victory” 

4. The problem was that both sides had fought so long and sustained so many 

causalities, it was almost inconceivable to get nothing as a victor  

B. When the United States did enter the war 

1. He wanted it to be a war to “make the world safe for democracy”  

2. World War I to be “a war to end all wars” 

C. The Fourteen Points 

1. Wilson’s outline for the post-war world (issued 31 January 1918) 

2. The terms of the Fourteen Points 

a. Open covenants of peace openly arrived at 

b. Absolute freedom of navigation on the seas in peace and war 

c. Removal of all economic barriers to the equality of trading among nations 

d. Reduction of armaments to the level needed only for domestic safety 

e. Impartial adjustments of colonial claims 

f. Evacuation of all Russian territory; Russia to be welcomed into the society 

of free nations 

g. Evacuation and restoration of Belgium 

h. Evacuation and restoration of all French lands; return of Alsace-Lorraine to 

France 
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i. Readjustment of Italy’s frontiers along lines of Italian nationality 

j. Self-determination for the former subjects of the Austro-Hungarian Empire 

k. Evacuation of Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro; free access to the sea for 

Serbia 

l. Self-determination for the former subjects of the Ottoman Empire; secure 

sovereignty for Turkish portion 

m. Establishment of an independent Poland, with free access to the sea 

n. Establishment of a League of Nations affording mutual guarantees of 

independence and territorial integrity  

3. Three basic categories of the Fourteen Points  

a. Self-determination (the right of a people to decide on their own form of 

government) and creation of new nations 

b. General principles to govern international relations 

c. League of Nations  

 

X. The Versailles Treaty   

A. Symbolic setting: Germany was unified in 1871 in the Versailles Palace outside Paris after 

defeating France during the Franco-Prussian War 

B. The “Big Four” 

1. Vittorio Orlando of Italy 

2. Georges Clemenceau of France 

3. David Lloyd George of Britain 

4. Woodrow Wilson of the United States 

C. Wilson took the unprecedented step of personally going to France to participate in the 

negotiations 

1. Did not bring any Republicans as part of the delegation 

a. This was not a wise move because there will later be a great deal of 

resentment from the Republicans  

2. Greeted by adoring crowds when he reached Paris  

D. Wilson vs. the British and French 

1. Wilson wanted the Fourteen Points 

a. #1 goal was the League of Nations 

b. Clemenceau: “God gave us the Ten Commandments, and we broke them. 

Wilson gives us the Fourteen Points. We shall see.” 

2. The British and French wanted to punish the Germans  

a. Pressure from home because the war had been so costly  

b. Clemenceau and the French were particularly vengeful because so much of 

the war was fought on French soil  

E. A harsh treaty 

1. Created the League of Nations (Article X) 

2. War Guilt Clause: Germany alone was blamed for starting World War I 

3. Reparations: payments to the victors  

a. $33 billion 

b. Crippled Germany’s economy during the 1920s 

4. Stripped Germany of much of its military 

a. Ex: scrapped its U-boats and other offensive weapons  

b. Only 100,000-man army  

5. Germany lost territory  

a. Ex: portions to Poland and Czechoslovakia 

b. France received the Rhineland  

6. Established several new nations 

a. Created from land taken from the Russian, German, Ottoman, and Austro-

Hungarian Empires  

b. Ex: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia  

7. Inspired the rise of Adolf Hitler 

a. Created a great deal of resentment toward the Allies 
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b. Since Germany had not been invaded and its leaders told the people they 

were winning, many Germans believed they had been stabbed in the back 

by the communists and Jews (the dolchstoss legend) 

 

XI. Wilson’s Failed Ratification Campaign 

A. The Democrats had lost control of both houses of Congress in the mid-term elections in 

November 1918 

B. Republican opposition to the Versailles Treaty 

1. “Irreconcilables” 

a. Completely opposed to the Versailles Treaty on all grounds because of 

isolationism  

b. Ex: William Borah 

2. “Mild reservationists” 

a. Wanted some changes to the Versailles Treaty 

b. Ex: Frank B. Kellogg 

3. “Strong reservationists” 

a. Wanted major changes to the Treaty 

b. Ex: Henry Cabot Lodge 

C. Wilson decided to take the issue to the people 

1. The “solemn referendum” 

2. Crisscrossed the nation giving speeches in support of the Versailles Treaty and the 

League of Nations 

3. Wilson suffered a stroke 

a. Largely incapacitated as a result 

b. Made him even more unwilling to compromise  

D. The Republicans killed the treaty in the Senate because Wilson was unwilling to compromise  

1. The treaty was killed twice in the Senate  

2. Thus, the United States was still technically at war with the Central Powers until the 

early 1920s 

3. The United States (the world’s strongest economy after World War I) was not a 

member of the League of Nations 

4. Set the course for a return to isolationism in the next 20 years in American foreign 

policy  
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The Roaring Twenties: America in the Jazz Age, 1920-1929 

 
I. Themes of the 1920s  

A. Booming economy 

B. Republican dominance 

C. Alienation among intellectuals 

D. Development of a national culture 

E. Rural vs. Modern values 

F. Isolationism  

 

II. The “Red Scare” 

A. Russian Revolution (1917) 

1. Vladimir Lenin and the Bolsheviks seized power  

2. First major communist state in the world  

3. Advocated spreading radicalism and revolution throughout the world to overthrow 

capitalism  

4. Russian Civil War 

a. Reds (Communists) vs. Whites (anti-communist forces) 

b. The Reds ultimately won  

5. Russia will expand to capture Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, etc. to become the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), better known as the Soviet Union  

B. Americans feared the spread of Bolshevism and radicalism 

1. U.S. intervention in the Russian Civil War 

a. 1918-1919: American troops assisted the Whites vs. the Reds  

b. First done to try to keep Russia in World War I on the side of the Allies  

c. U.S. troops stationed in Murmansk and Archangel 

2. See communism as diametrically opposed to American values 

a. Officially atheist society vs. religious freedom  

b. Government ownership vs. private property  

c. Totalitarian society vs. democracy  

3. Especially worried about communism spreading into war ravaged Europe  

4. Emergence of super-patriotic organizations 

a. Ex: the American Legion 

b. “100% Americanism” 

C. Labor strife immediately after World War I 

1. 3,600 strikes in 1919 alone involving 4 million workers  

2. Textile strike in Lawrence, Massachusetts  

3. Seattle General Strike (1919) 

a. A general strike is where workers from various lines of work walk off the 

job as a show of working class solidarity  

b. 60,000 went on strike for four days  

4. Boston Police Strike (1919)  

a. The police commissioner fired 19 officers for union membership and the 

rest of the force retaliated by walking off the job  

b. Put down by Governor Calvin Coolidge  

i. “There is no right to strike against the public safety by anybody, 

anywhere, anytime.”  

ii. This will catapult Coolidge to the be the Republican nominee for 

Vice President in 1920  

5. Growing association of labor unions with radicalism 

a. This is one reason why the 1920s was bad for labor  

b. Ex: the recent successes of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)- 

“Wobblies”  

D. Series of bombings 

1. Wall Street (1920) 
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a. Killed 38 and wounded 143 

b. Though it was never solved, it was most likely the work of Italian anarchists  

c. The public naturally assumed it was the work of anarchists, communists, or 

some other radical group  

2. Prominent government and business leaders received mail bombs 

a. Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer  

b. John D. Rockefeller  

c. Mayor Ole Hanson of Seattle who had acted firmly to put down the General 

Strike  

d. One strike had 8 different cities bombed within an hour  

E. The “Palmer Raids”  

1. Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer 

a. Rounded up suspected communists and other radicals  

b. Deported them on the Buford   

i. Known as “the Soviet Ark” 

ii. Included prominent anarchists such as Emma Goldman and 

Alexander Berkman  

iii. Most were guilty only of having radical views  

2. Assisted by J. Edgar Hoover, later director of the FBI  

F. Sacco and Vanzetti 

1. Two Italian anarchists (Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti) were accused of  two 

counts of murder in Braintree, Massachusetts in 1920  

2. The judge and trial were obviously biased 

a. Ex: witnesses on behalf of Sacco and Vanzetti were not permitted 

b. Protests on behalf of Sacco and Vanzetti that they were not receiving a fair 

trial  

3. Executed in 1927  

4. There is still debate today whether the two were framed  

G. The end of the Red Scare 

1. It had gone too far and Palmer had exaggerated fears  

2. Prominent people, such as Warren G. Harding and Charles Evans Hughes, came out 

against it 

3. Americans started to realize it wasn’t that big of threat after all 

a. Ex: sensational claim by Palmer that there was going to be  massive 

uprising on May Day 1920 that never occurred  

b. Membership in the Communist Party and other radical organizations was 

actually quite small  

 

III. Immigration Restriction 

A. Pre-World War I nativism  

1. Resentment against the “new immigrants” of Eastern and Southern Europe 

2. 1917: a literacy test to screen immigrants was finally passed over Wilson’s veto   

B. Post-World War I nativism  

1. Nativism becomes particularly strong after World War I 

2. Association of the new immigrants with radicalism 

a. Ex: Eastern Europeans and communism 

b. Ex: Italians and anarchism  

3. Fear a flood of refugees after World War I 

4. Rural counterattack against immigrants and the urban culture they represent  

C. Eugenics  

1. The philosophy that the gene pool needs to be cleaned to reduce health risk, make 

humanity more intelligent, etc.  

2. Comes from Greek roots 

a. Eu: good 

b. Gen: birth 
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3. Growing belief in eugenics to “clean of the gene pool” and it was widely believed 

immigrants were “polluting” WASP gene pool  

4. Madison Grant 

a. The Passing of the Great Race (1915) 

b. Claimed the U.S. was committing “race suicide”  

5. In 1927 the Supreme Court upheld a Virginia law requiring the compulsory 

sterilization of mental hospital patients  

D. Emergency Quota Act of 1921 

1. Only 3% of a national group from the 1910 census could immigrant to the United 

States per year  

2. Clearly discriminated against the new immigrants from Eastern and Southern Europe  

E. National Origins Act of 1924 

1. Only 2% of a national group from the 1890 census could immigrant to the United 

States per year  

2. Banned all Asian immigrants (ex: Japanese)  

3. Did not include immigrants from the Western Hemisphere 

a. Large numbers of Mexican immigrants came to the Southwest due to 

continued political turmoil in Mexico  

4. Example:  

 

Italians 

0.03 (1910 Census) 

0.02 (1890 Census) 

 

Emergency Quota Act of 1921: 1,400,000 in census of 1910  42,000 allowed/year 

National Origins Act of 1924: 200,000 in 1890  4,000 allowed/year 

 

IV. The Second Ku Klux Klan  

A. The First Ku Klux Klan  

1. Reconstruction Era South to opposed freed slaves and Republican scalawags and 

carpetbaggers 

2. Ended by the mid-1870s because of federal intervention (ex: the Force Acts)  

B. Rebirth of the Klan  

1. D.W. Griffith’s Birth of a Nation (1915) 

a. Film that glorified the Ku Klux Klan  

b. Revolutionary in the way that it used camera angles, etc.  

c. Wilson declared it was “like writing history with lightening” 

d. Most responsible for the rise of the 2
nd

 Ku Klux Klan  

2. Revived on Thanksgiving night in 1915 

a. Stone Mountain, Georgia- very symbolic because Confederate heroes are 

etched on the side of the mountain, a Confederate Mount Rushmore of sorts  

b. Founded by William J. Simmons 

C. Appeal of the Klan  

1. A W.A.S.P. organization 

a. White, Anglo-Saxon Protestants 

b. More than simply anti-black like its predecessor during Reconstruction 

c. Anti-Jew, anti-Catholic, and anti-immigrant 

a. “100% Americanism” 

b. Opposed “hyphenated Americans”  

2. A fraternal organization 

a. Ex: meet the local “klavern” 

b. Provided members many social activities  

3. Defender of “traditional values” 

a. Ex: anti-bootlegging, anti-gambling, anti-adulterers, anti-atheists, etc.  

b. For example, the Klan would rough up men who were beating their wives  

c. Did not like the changing role of women – ex: anti-birth control  
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d. Even opposed chain stores  

4. Especially appealing because it was a period of great change  

D. Power of the Klan  

1. Effective business organization  

a. Initially headed by William J. Simmons but eventually Hiram Wesley 

Evans took over 

b. Effective advertising  

i. Edgar Clark and Elizabeth Tyler 

ii. Publications such as the Fiery Cross  

2. The Klan was very active in politics  

a. Successful in electing members at state and local levels 

b. Congressmen  

3. Almost 5 million members by 1924 

4. Very strong in areas outside the South 

a. Ex: Oregon, Colorado, and Indiana  

b. The Old Confederacy had only about 16% of the total Klan membership 

during the 1920s 

c. Most successfully in “boom” cities had experienced a great deal of change 

in a short period of time; attracted the little people (ex: Dallas)  

E. Decline of the Klan  

1. Declined drastically by the mid-1920s by scandals such as the David Stephenson 

affair 

a. Grand Dragon of the Indiana Klan 

b. Stephenson was involved in the rape and subsequent death of his 28 year-

old secretary  

2. Only about 100,000 members in 1929 

 

V. Prohibition: “The Noble Experiment”  

A. The roots of prohibition  

1. Temperance and prohibition movement had been around since the early 1800s 

a. It is estimated in 1832 that the average American consumed >7 gallons of 

distilled spirits a year  

b. Anti-Saloon League 

c. Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WTCU) headed by Frances 

Willard  

2. Need to preserve moral values 

a. Ex: saloons were associated with other vices such as gambling and 

prostitution  

b. Women especially participated because alcohol threatened the family 

3. Progressives saw prohibition as a way of improving society World War I 

a. Anti-German sentiments  

b. The need to conserve resources  

4. “Drys” 

a. Mostly native-born Protestant whites 

b. Strong in conservative, rural areas like the South  

5. By 1917 18 states had total prohibition or had local options for prohibition  

B. Eighteenth Amendment (1919) and the Volstead Act (1919) 

1. The Eighteenth Amendment (1919) 

a. “… the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors… is 

hereby prohibited.” 

b. Interestingly did not prohibit the private possession of alcohol  

c. The Volstead Act was necessary to define what these “intoxicating liquors” 

were  

2. Volstead Act (1919) 

a. Defined intoxicating liquor as having 0.5% alcohol  

b. Prohibition of manufacture, sale, or transport of intoxicating liquors  
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c. Some short-sighted measures  

i. Ex: you could keep whatever alcohol you had accumulated prior to 

prohibition going into effect (16 January 1920) 

ii. Lots of loopholes (ex: alcohol for religious and medicinal 

purposes)  

C. Resentment  

1. Immigrant and ethnic groups, such as Germans and Irish, who were found of drink 

2. Working class  

3. Upper and middle classes 

a. They felt they were above prohibition and felt it existed to control 

immigrants and the working classes  

b. Ex: Jay Gatsby in the Great Gatsby  

D. Problem enforcement 

1. Law enforcement  

a. Too few officials in the Treasury Department (home of the Bureau of 

Prohibition)  to effectively enforce the law 

i. About 3,000 Treasury Department agents were on the job  

ii. About 1 official for every 70,000 citizens  

iii. 172,000 stills were smashed in 1925 alone, but Treasury 

Department officials confessed they intercepted only about 5% of 

all alcohol into the United States  

b. State and local officials were often not enthusiastic about enforcement  

c. Become lawbreakers themselves 

i. Susceptible to bribes 

ii. Law enforcement officials often made the best bootleggers because 

they best understood the problems facing the authorities  

2. Bootlegging 

a. Alcohol consumption did decrease, however demand was still there  

b. Alcohol can be made relatively easily from a variety of products  

i. Ex: people would make it in their bathtubs 

ii. Ex: Italian immigrants made wine out of dandelions  

c. The alcohol being produced was hard liquor and on occasion dangerous 

i. In a four-day period in 1928, at least 34 people died in New York 

City from bad alcohol  

ii. It was not too unusual for people to be blinded by a bad batch  

d. “Speakeasies”: places where one could obtain alcohol 

e. Illegal liquor was easily smuggled into the country  

i. The Canadian and Mexican borders could not be effectively 

policed  

ii. The Coast Guard was powerless to stop off shore smuggling via 

speed boats   

3. Rise in organized crime to meet the demand  

a. Ex: Al Capone in Chicago  

b. Increasingly violent gang wars over turf  

c. The St. Valentine’s Day Massacre in 1929 

4. Lessons learned? How similar is prohibition of the 1920s to the war on drugs in 

today?  

E. Repeal  

1. Public opinion increasingly turned against the inability enforce and the crime sprees 

that came with Prohibition  

2. The Twenty-first Amendment (1933) 

a. Repealed the Eighteenth Amendment (1933) 

b. Only amendment to be repeal another amendment  

3. Prohibition lasted a mere 13 years 

 

VI. Protestant Fundamentalism and the Scopes Monkey Trial 
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A. Growth of Protestant Fundamentalism during the 1920s 

1. Many people, especially rural and small town folks, were fearful of a rapidly 

changing world  

2. Evangelists  

a. Billy Sunday  

b. Aimee Semple McPherson: The Old Fashioned Revival Hour- radio show 

c. Both were flamboyant and effectively used radio  

3. Large churches such as J. Frank Norris’ 6,000-seat church in Fort Worth  

4. Emphasize a literal interpretation of the Bible 

a. Ex: the Biblical account of creation: Adam and Eve 

B. The conflict between Darwinism and Evangelical Protestantism 

1. A scientific theory of man’s creation vs. the literal interpretation of the Bible, namely 

the Book of Genesis  

2. An example of traditional values vs. modernism  

3. Not a new battle- had been going on since the publication of The Origins of Species 

(1859) 

C. The Scopes Monkey Trial  

1. The Butler Law 

a. Tennessee law that prohibited the teaching of evolution in public schools  

b. Made it unlawful “to teach any theory that denies the story of the Divine 

Creation of man as taught in the Bible” and “to teach that man has 

descended from a lower order of animals.” 

2. John T. Scopes  

a. Biology teacher in the small town of Dayton, Tennessee who violated the 

law when he taught the theory of evolution  

b. The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) wanted a test case for the 

Butler Law and Scopes was a perfect candidate  

3. The trial  

a. The trial became a circus 

b. The trial brought renowned and nationally known figures  

i. The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and Clarence Darrow 

defended Scope; Darrow was a renowned defense attorney of the 

period  

ii. William Jennings Bryan assisted the prosecution who jumped at 

the chance to defend Christianity against Darwinism  

iii. “It is better to trust the Rock of Ages than the age of rocks.” 

c. Lots of national media attention descended to Dayton  

d. The proceedings  

i. The judge did not permit scientific experts to testify  

ii. Darrow tricked Bryan testifying as an expert on the Bible and into 

stating he was unsure how long each day was in the Book of 

Genesis  

4. The outcome of the trial  

a. Scopes was obviously guilty of violating the law and was forced to pay a 

fine 

b. Bryan died soon after the trial 

D. The battle today  

1. Evangelical Protestantism perhaps took a black eye, but did not go away  

2. Teaching evolution or “creationism” in public schools is a very contentious issue  

3. Epperson v. Arkansas (1968): the Supreme Court upheld the teaching of evolution in 

public schools  

 

VII. Politics of the Roaring Twenties 

A. Republican domination  

1. Warren G. Harding (1921-1923) 

2. Calvin Coolidge (1923-1929) 
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3. Herbert Hoover (1929-1933) 

4. Skilled cabinet leaders 

a. Secretary of Agriculture Henry A. Wallace 

b. Secretary of the Treasury Andrew Mellon 

c. Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover 

d. Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes 

5.  Congress was also dominated by the Republicans  

6. The Progressive Party was no longer a threat as a third party  

7. The Democrats were badly divided between urban-rural divisions 

a. Ex: rural Southerners had little in common with urban immigrants 

b. Modern vs. traditional values  

B. Laissez-faire 

1. A definite departure from the pro-active view of government during the Progressive 

Era and also very different from the U.S. government from the New Deal to the 

present 

2. Harding referred to a “return to normalcy” when he campaigned for the presidency in 

1920  

3. Few major reforms or initiatives by the federal government  

C. Pro-business 

1. Economically, the “Roaring Twenties” was a prosperous period  

2. Calvin Coolidge on business 

a. “The business of America is business”  

b. “The man who builds a factory builds a temple, and the man who works 

there, worships there” 

3. Secretary of the Treasury Andrew Mellon 

a. Most important at his position since Alexander Hamilton 

b. Championed “trickle-down” economics 

4. “Trickle-down economics” 

a. The economy will improve by benefiting the wealthy (ex: tax cuts) 

b. The idea is that these benefits will trickle-down to the rest of society  

5. Pro-business court cases and against progressive legislation  

a. Ex: Adkins v. Children’s Hospital (1923) ruled a minimum wage for women 

was unconstitutional  

D. Warren G. Harding (1921-1923) 

1. Warren G. Harding 

a. Amiable but lackluster congressman from Ohio  

b. One Senator urged one of Harding’s advisors: “Keep Warren at home. 

Don’t let him make any speeches. If he goes out on tour, somebody’s sure 

to ask him questions, and Warren’s just the sort of damn fool to try to 

answer them.”  

c. When considering tax reform: “I can’t make a damn thing out of this tax 

problem. I listen to one side and they seem right, and then- God! - I talk to 

the other side and they seem just as right.”  

d. Harding himself acknowledged “I am a man of limited talent from a small 

town, I don’t seem to grasp that I am president.” 

e. Generally considered to be one of the worst presidents in U.S. History  

2. Scandals of the Harding administration  

a. Harding surrounded himself with too many of his friends 

i. Known as the “Ohio Gang” 

ii. “I have no trouble with my enemies. I can take care of my 

enemies. But my damn friends…they’re the ones that keep me 

walking the floor at night.”  

b. Charles Forbes and corruption in the Veterans’ Bureau  

c. Attorney General Harry M. Daugherty illegally sold liquor permits and 

pardons 

d. Teapot Dome Scandal 
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i. Teapot Dome: naval oil reserves in Wyoming 

ii. Secretary of the Interior Albert B. Fall, an old friend of Harding,  

illegally leased out these reserves to old cronies while skimming 

revenue off the top for himself  

3. Harding’s death (1923) 

a. Fortunately for Harding, he died before the scandals became public  

b. He was a genuinely popular president and there was widespread national 

mourning for his death  

c. Rivaled that of Ulysses S. Grant’s administration (Crédit Mobilier, 

“Whiskey Ring”, etc.) 

4. Rivaled that of Ulysses S. Grant’s administration (Crédit Mobilier, “Whiskey Ring”, 

etc.) and similar that the President was not directly involved or actively participated 

in the scandals of his administration  

E. Calvin Coolidge (1923-1929) 

1. Had won fame in 1919 as Governor of Massachusetts when he put down a strike by 

Boston’s police force 

a. “There is not right to strike against the public safety anywhere, anytime.” 

b. This is how he came to be on Harding’s ticket  

2. Honest and frugal, a nice departure from Harding 

3. “The business of America is business.” 

4. Favored small, inactive federal government  

5. Election of 1924 

a. Coolidge (R) vs. John W. Davis (D) vs. Robert La Follette (Progressive)  

b. Coolidge easily won because the Democrats were badly divided between 

rural an urban factions 

6. Coolidge decided not to run for reelection in 1928  

F. Herbert Hoover (1929-1933) 

1. Herbert Hoover 

a. Born in Iowa, orphaned at the age of nine 

b. A rags-to-riches story 

i. Part of Stanford’s first graduating class in 1895 

ii. Became extremely successful as a mining engineer, great task 

master who became a multimillionaire 

2. Hoover the Great Humanitarian 

a. During and World War I he helped feed starving Belgians and Europeans  

b. 1921-1922: headed relief efforts that saved as many as 10 million lives as 

“the Great Famine” raged in the Soviet Union  

c. In 1927 he was instrumental in providing relief for a massive flood in the 

Mississippi Valley  

3. Political beliefs 

a. Very much believed in the power of rugged individualism and self-reliance 

b. Hated socialism, wanted a minimal role for government because he did not 

want the government create a permanent welfare class  

4. Election of 1928 

a. Herbert Hoover (R) vs. Al Smith (D)  

b. Al Smith (D) 

i. Known as the “Happy Warrior” 

ii. Grew up in New York City and rose through Tammany Hall 

iii. Governor of New York 

iv. As a “wet”, he was opposed to Prohibition  

v. Catholic 

c. Herbert Hoover (R) 

i. With Coolidge deciding not to run again, Hoover was the natural 

choice for the Republicans  
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ii. Hoover’s name was associated with success and competence, there 

was seemingly no one more qualified to be President of the United 

States  

iii. Republican slogan: “A chicken in every pot and two cars in every 

garage.”  

iv. Benefitted from the prosperity of the 1920s and the Republicans 

being associated with that prosperity  

d. Classic case of rural/traditional values vs. urban/modern values that 

characterized the 1920s  

i. Virulent and intense anti-Catholic backlash in rural areas such as 

Oklahoma  

ii. Evangelist Billy Sunday described Smith supporters as “the 

damnable whiskey politicians, the bootleggers, crooks, pimps, and 

businessmen who deal with them.”   

iii. Smith did well in very urban areas    

e. The result 

i. Hoover won easily in a landslide 

ii. Hoover won 444 electoral votes vs. Smith’s 87, Smith won only 7 

states and even lost his home state of New York  

iii. Broke the “solid South” by winning 4 states in the old Confederacy 

for the first time since the end of Reconstruction even though 

Southerners associated the Republican party with Abraham 

Lincoln and Reconstruction,  

iv. This showed the power of anti-Catholic sentiments during this time 

period, especially in the South (John F. Kennedy will be the first 

and only Catholic to be President of the United States) 

5. Hoover’s name and reputation will be tarnished by the Great Depression  

 

VIII. Booming Economy 

A. The Roaring Twenties was one of the most prosperous periods in our nation’s history  

1. Industrial output doubled  

2. The per capita income increased by 30%  

3. Between 1922 and 1929 the average unemployment did not rise above 3.7% 

4. Low inflation 

5. Productivity increased with greater mechanization  

6. Americans were more productive, worked fewer hours, and brought home more 

wages than ever before 

7. Increased standard of living and greater leisure time  

8. Outside of rural areas, almost all homes had electricity by the end of the decade  

B. Mass consumer economy 

1. Explosion of consumer goods 

a. Automobiles, radios, washing machines, etc. 

b. Ex: in 1922 100,000 radios were produced, by 1929 there were 350,000  

2. Chain stores 

a. Ex: A&P Food Stores and Woolworth’s  

3. Lots of buying on credit  

a. The stock market- buying on margin  

b. Alfred P. Sloan developed installment payment plans for automobiles  

4. Critics argued Americans increasingly became materialistic  

C. Advertising 

1. The Man Nobody Knows (1926) by Bruce Barton 

a. Argued Jesus was the world’s greatest advertising agent- his parables were 

“the most powerful advertisements of all time” 

b. “He picked up 12 men from the bottom ranks of business and forged them 

into an organization that conquered the world.”  

2. Advertising became more sophisticated 
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a. Ex: Listerine’s mouthwash to combat “halitosis” 

b. Got better at not only promoting the product itself but the experience, social 

status, happiness, etc. that came with the product  

3. Benefited from national newspapers and magazines 

a. Ex: Time, Saturday Evening Post, and Readers’ Digest  

D. Flaws 

1. Bad decade for labor 

a. Declined by a about a million members during the 1920s 

b. The radicalism of the beginning of the decade hurt labor for the rest of the 

decade 

c. “Welfare capitalism” 

i. Employers provided group life insurance, old-age pensions, stock 

options, etc. in order to stem labor strife 

ii. Growing sense of management’s responsibility for employee well-

being  

2. Growing gap between rich and poor 

3. Bad decade for farmers 

a. World War I had been very good for American farmers 

b. Boll weevils decimated cotton crops  

c. Falling prices 

i. European farmers got on their feet and were able to compete with 

American farmers 

ii. Overproduction  decreased prices  

d. Increasing mechanization proved to be a double-edged sword because it 

made agriculture more efficient but displaced many small farmers, tenant 

farmers, and sharecroppers  

e. McNaury-Haugen Bill: plan of the federal government to help farmers by 

purchasing excess crops but was vetoed by President Coolidge  

f. Many farmers left the farm for the city  

4. Over-speculation and buying on credit 

a. Ex: Stock Market  

b. Ex: Florida land boom  

E. Cities 

1. The Census of 1920 revealed for the first time in American history a majority of the 

American people did not live in rural areas (>2,500) 

2. The development of skyscrapers such as the Empire State Building (102 stories) 

3. During the 1920s New York City grew by 25% 

4. Attracted black immigrants from the South  

a. Ex: moving from Mississippi to Detroit or Chicago 

b. During the 1920s the black population of Chicago and New York City 

doubled  

 

IX. The Automobile 

A. The early automobile 

1. Benefitted from the inventions of rubber tires (John Dunlop) and internal combustion 

engine 

2. Early automobiles were expensive and a plaything of the wealthy  

a. A good indicator if you could afford one- you could also afford a chauffeur 

to go along with it  

B. Henry Ford  

1. Wanted to make the automobile more affordable for the masses  

a. “I will build a motor car for the great multitude. It will be large enough for 

the family but small enough for the individual to run and care for. It will be 

constructed with the best materials, by the best men to be hired, after the 

simplest designs that modern engineering can devise.”  

b. Applied the assembly line to production of automobiles 
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c. Also applied Frederick Winslow Taylor’s principles of “scientific 

management” 

2.  The Model T. 

a. Simple machine, no frills  

b. Henry Ford said about the Model T that the customer could have any color 

they wished as long as it was black 

c. Easy to fix and maintain  

d. Decreasing price of Model Ts 

i. 1909: $950 each 

ii. 1911: <$700 

iii. 1914: a bit more than $500 

e. Increasing speed of production, at one point was producing 1 per ever 90 

seconds 

3. Worker relations 

a. High turnover, high absentee rates, etc. from the monotonous nature of the 

assembly line  

b. Introduced the $5 work day 

i. Much more than anyone else in town 

ii. Got the pick of the litter from the labor force 

iii. His employees could afford to buy his product  

c. But very strict about preventing unions and controlling his workforce 

C. Other automotive companies 

1. General Motors 

a. Became the #2 auto producer and Ford’s chief rival  

b. Alfred P. Sloan 

i. Pioneered the concept of different models such as Cadillac and 

Chevrolet as well as colors  

ii. Payment installment plans for his customers  

2. Chrysler 

3. Studebaker 

4. Packard  

5. Ransom E. Olds  

D. Automobiles and economic boom 

1. Dramatic increase in the number of automobiles on American roads 

a. 1920: about 10 million  

b. 1930: about 30 million  

2. Facilitated the boom of other industries 

a. Ex: steel, glass, rubber, construction, petroleum, etc.  

b. Example of U.S. gasoline refining 

i. 1916: 50 million barrels 

ii. 1929: 425 million barrels  

3. Basically employed 7% of the nation’s employees  

E. Federal Roads Act of 1916 

1. Many roads were unpaved and turned into muddy morasses with heavy rains (part of 

the appeal of the Model T was its high clearance and that it did not get stuck as easy) 

2. Required states to have highway commissions before the federal government would 

help finance roads (1/2) 

3. Provided the basis for our national highway system  

F. Influenced the development of American cities 

1. Cities such as New York and Boston who emerged before the automobile tend to be 

more densely packed and grow upward 

2. Houston, Dallas, and Los Angeles all emerged during the age of the automobile, and 

thus grow outward rather than upward 

a. Rise of suburbs 

b. Shopping malls  

G. Social impact of the automobile  
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1. Americans became a more mobile people 

a. Before trains and automobiles people never ventured beyond a 50-mile 

radius of where they were born  

b. Ex: vacations  

2. Form of escapism for young people  

a. Many parents were very concerned about the what was going on once their 

sons and daughters had parked  

3. Americans are still very hooked on their automobiles because it represents so much 

about the American character (ex: independence) 

 

X. Women 

A. Nineteenth Amendment (1920) 

B. Alice Paul and the National Women’s Party 

1. Advocated an Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution  

a. “Men and women shall have equal rights throughout the United States and 

every place subject to its jurisdiction.”  

b. Ultimately failed in the early 1980s 

2. Bit too radical for some at the time  

C. Sigmund Freud’s views of sexuality  

1. Basically stated humans acted on powerful sexual desires 

2. Controversial at the time  

D. Margaret Sanger and birth control 

1. Decline in the birth rate  

2. Women were taking more control of their sexual lives  

E. Rise in the divorce rate 

1. 1900: 81/1,000 

2. 1928: 166/1,000 

F. “Flappers” 

1. Women who challenged gender norms by bobbing their hair, wearing shorter skirts, 

drinking, smoking, etc.  

2. Performed provocative dances such as the Charleston  

3. Only a minority of women were flappers  

G. Sheppard-Towner Act (1921): 1
st
 federal law to provide funds for infant and maternity care  

 

XI. Culture in the Roaring Twenties  

A. Celebrities  

1. Increased leisure time during the 1920s and changes in the media led to the creation 

of national celebrity figures  

2. Charles Lindbergh  

a. Aviation completely captured the public’s imagination  

b. First man to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean in 1927 

a. Flew 33 hours across the Atlantic from New York to Paris in his 

plane, the Spirit of St. Louis 

b. It is hard for us to understand how celebrated the is feat was and 

what a national hero this made Lindbergh  

c. 1934: the Lindbergh baby kidnapping/murder was then known as the “crime 

of the century” and it captured the headlines  

B. Hollywood 

1. Thomas Edison invented motion pictures 

2. Landmark films 

a. The Great Train Robbery (1903): 1
st
 significant film  

b. D.W. Griffith’s Birth of a Nation (1915) 

c. The Jazz Singer (1927): the first “talkie” film 

3. Actors became instant celebrities  

a. Charlie Chaplin and The Tramp (1915) 

b. Rudolf Valentino: great deal of sex appeal  



 291 

4. Hollywood 

a. Ideal location for the industry 

b. Major studios  

i. Paramount 

ii. MGM 

iii. Fox 

iv. Universal 

v. Warner Brothers 

c. Many old vaudeville stars transitioned to film  

d. In the early 1920s produced 80% of the nation’s films 

e. By the end of World War I the U.S. produced 90% of all films and U.S. 

films had growing cultural impact overseas  

5. Need to clean up the film industry 

a. Will Hays 

b. Ex: no complete nudity and morality clauses  

6. Like radio, Hollywood helped standardized American culture 

C. Radio 

1. Revolutionized marketing, news, politics, entertainment, sports, etc. 

a. Shows such as Amos n Andy,  which were similar to today’s sit-coms, were 

wildly popular  

b. Advertisers could reach a much wider audience 

c. Politicians could address people directly at the same time  

2. Radio networks  

a. KDKA in Pittsburgh was the first 

b. National Broadcasting Company (NBC) and the Columbia Broadcasting 

System (CBS) 

3. Helped standardized American culture and fostered homogenization  

a. Ex: helped break down regional differences 

b. Accelerated the decline of immigrant culture  

4. By the end of the decade most homes owned a radio  

D. Sports 

1. Baseball  

a. “Black Sox” Scandal (1919) 

i. The heavily favored Chicago White Sox (led by one of the game’s 

greats- Shoeless Joe Jackson) had collaborated with gamblers in 

order to throw (intentionally lose) the 1919 World Series 

ii. Major scandal that threatened the sanctity of the game  

iii. The Commissioner of Major League Baseball Kennesaw Mountain 

Landis cleaned up professional baseball  

b. Babe Ruth 

i. “The Sultan of Swat” or the “Bambino” 

ii. Outstanding homerun hitter and a good pitcher as well for the New 

York Yankees 

iii. Many baseball historians consider Ruth the greatest player ever  

c. Whites and blacks participated in segregated leagues (ex: Major League 

Baseball vs. the Negro Leagues) 

2. Boxing 

a. Very popular sport before World War II  

b. The “Manassas Mauler” Jack Dempsey had more than 100,000 see his 

fights 

3. College football 

a. Stars like the “Galloping Ghost” Red Grange and the great Notre Dame 

teams coached by Knute Rockne  

b. Became very popular in large universities, especially in the South and 

Midwest  

E. Music 
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1. The popularity of music benefitted from improved phonograph technology  

2. Jazz 

a. Many influences (ex: African) to form a distinct form of American music  

b. New Orleans was a hotbed of jazz 

c. Prominent musicians 

i. Louis Armstrong 

ii. “Jelly Roll” Morton 

iii. Duke Ellington  

3. The Blues  

a. Primarily originated in the delta region of Mississippi (Vicksburg to 

Memphis, Tennessee) 

b. Prominent musicians 

i. W.C. Handy 

ii. Robert Johnson 

iii. Muddy Waters  

c. Evolved as blacks moved to northern cities such as Chicago 

d. Often jazz and blues influences intermeshed 

e. Forerunner of rock n’ roll 

F. Literature of the 1920s 

1. There was a boom in American literature in the post-World War I period 

2. The “Lost Generation” 

a. Writers and artists in the post-World War I period characterized by a great 

deal of alienation and disillusionment  

b. “Here was a new generation… grown up to find all Gods dead, all wars 

fought, all faiths in man shaken.” – F. Scott Fitzgerald in This Side of 

Paradise (1920) 

c. Ernest Hemmingway 

i. The Sun Also Rises (1926) 

ii. A Farewell to Arms (1929) 

iii. For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940) 

d. F. Scott Fitzgerald 

i. This Side of Paradise (1920) 

ii. The Great Gatsby (1925) 

3. Sinclair Lewis 

a. Critic of small town America and middle class values (ex: conformity) 

b. Main Street (1920) 

i. “She gave it up. She looked at the town. She saw that in 

adventuring from Main Street Gopher Prairie to Main Street 

Joralemon, she had not stirred. There were the same two-story 

brick groceries with lodge-signs above the awnings; the same one-

story wooden military shop; the same fine-brick garages; the same 

prairie at the end of the wide street; the same people wondering 

whether they levity of eating a hot-dog sandwich would break their 

taboos.” 

c. Babbitt (1922) 

i. The main character, George Babbitt, was crass, selfish and 

materialistic 

ii. “To them, the Romantic Hero was no longer the knight, the 

wandering poet, the cowpuncher, the aviator, nor the brave young 

district attorney, but the great sales manager, who had an Analysis 

of Merchandizing Problems on his glass-topped desk, whose title 

of nobility was “Go-Getter,” and who devote himself and all his 

young samurai to the cosmic purpose of Selling- not of selling 

anything in particular, for or to anybody in particular, but pure 

Selling.” 
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iii. “All of them agreed that the working classes must be kept in their 

place; and all of them perceived that American Democracy did not 

imply any equality of wealth, but did demand a wholesome 

sameness of thought, dress, painting, morals, and vocabulary.” 

iv. The word “Babbitt” entered the American lexicon  

d. 1
st
 American author to win the Nobel Prize for Literature 

4. Other writers  

a. H.L. Mencken 

i. Satirist from the Baltimore Sun and the Mercury 

ii. Had a field day with the Scopes Monkey Trial satirizing and 

mocking rural America  

iii. Variety of witty quotes that portray his cynicism  

iv. On Puritanism: “The haunting fear that someone, somewhere may 

be happy.” 

v. On conscience: “The inner voice that warns us someone may be 

watching.”  

vi. On love: “the delusion that one woman is different than another.” 

b. William Faulkner 

i. The Sound and the Fury (1929) 

ii. Southern writer  

5. Poetry 

a. Ezra Pound 

i. “There died a myriad and of the best among them for an old bitch 

gone is the truth for a botched civilization.” 

b. T.S. Elliot: “The Waste Land”  

G. Harlem Renaissance 

1. Harlem was the black area of New York City  

2. African-American writers, musicians, artists, and intellectuals were attracted to and 

flourished in Harlem  

a. It is no coincidence W.E.B. Du Bois and Marcus Garvey lived and had a 

great deal of appeal in Harlem  

b. Jazz and the music of Duke Ellington  

c. Zora Neale Hurston: Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937) 

d. James Weldon Johnson 

i. Poet 

ii. Fifty Years and Other Poems  

e. Langston Hughes  

i. Most famous of the artists of the Harlem Renaissance  

ii. “Refugee in America” 

 
There are words like Freedom 

Sweet and wonderful to say, 

On my heart-strings freedom songs 

All day every day. 

 

There are words like Liberty 

That almost make me cry. 

If you had known what I knew 

You would know why. 
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The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1929-1941 
 

I. The Stock Market Crash (1929) 

A. What are stocks? 

1. Large corporations require investors and thus they sell “shares” of their stock  

2. Naturally, investors want the price to rise and then they can sell these shares for 

profit  

B. The Stock Market in the 1920s 

1. Though the economy of the 1920s was generally quite prosperous, it was running too 

well and an economic crash was inevitable 

a. People were overly optimistic the boom would never end  

b. Think of an engine that is running too hot- it eventually crashes 

i. Ex: the price of stocks soared 40% between May 1928 and 

September 1929  

ii. People did not heed the warning signs that it could not continue at 

this rate 

2. More ordinary people (though nowhere near a majority of Americans played the 

Stock Market) participated 

a. Thought it was easy money 

b. Easier access to information 

c. Lots of ill-informed, for example some took the advice of astrologers 

d. Feeds the speculative nature of the Stock Market 

3. Bull market 

a. Prolonged period in which investment prices rise faster than their historical 

average  

b. The opposite is a bear market  

4. Overspeculation- the Stock Market was a national obsession  

a. The number of stocks soared from 500,000 in 1925 to 1,127,000 in October 

1929 

b. Buying on margin 

i. Not paying full price for stocks, basically buying them on credit  

ii. Often just 10% down (ex: only have to pay upfront $100 for $1000 

of stock) 

5. Laissez-faire government of the 1920s did not check the excesses of the Stock 

Market through regulations  

C. “Black Thursday” (24 October 1929) 

1. The price of stocks plummeted  

2. J.P. Morgan and Company staved off a complete disaster by buying up large 

numbers of shares  

D. “Black Tuesday” (29 October 1929) 

1. Stocks once again plummeted but this time there was no saving the situation  

2. By the end of the afternoon some investors had literally lost all of their money 

3. The tales of suicides were exaggerated “Sir, is this room for sleeping or jumping.”  

4. Many people lost all their savings  

5. Unfortunately prices did not rebound  

E. The Stock Market Crash alone did not cause the Great Depression 

1. This event ignites many underlying causes and triggers the Great Depression 

2. Yet some government officials such as Andrew Mellon stated there was “nothing in 

the present situation that is either menacing or warrants pessimism.”  

 

II. Causes of the Great Depression 

A. Mistaken the 1920s was a permanent boom 

1. “We in America today are nearer to the final triumph over poverty than before in the 

history of our land. The poorhouse is vanishing from among us.” – Hebert Hoover 

(August 1928) 
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2. Irving Fischer, Yale economist, stated “Stock prices have reached what looks like a 

permanent high plateau.” (15 October 1929)  

3. Created a reckless attitude of buying on credit and speculation  

a. Ex: the Stock Market’s buying on margin 

b. Also evident in Charles Ponzi’s pyramid scheme, the Florida real estate 

boom in the mid-1920s, and the collapse of Samuel Insull’s utilities empire 

4. Even after the Stock Market Crashed many thought it was just a temporary downturn  

B. Lack of diversification in the economy (ex: automobiles) 

1. Automobile sales fell by 1/3 in the first nine months of 1929; the industry was 

simply oversaturated  

2. When the automobile industry wobbled, related industries suffered too and that 

affected a large portion of the economy  

C. Maldistribution of wealth 

1. Growing gap between rich and poor 

2. 1929: the top 5% brought home 30% of aggregate income, the bottom 50%- only 

20% 

3. The wealthy can only buy so much of all the goods being produced 

4. Importance of the middle class- they have the greatest purchasing power 

a. Ex: for washing machine producers the rich will still just buy one, a large 

middle class who can afford washing machines is needed for their success  

D. Flaws in the banking system 

1. When a bank failed, the customers generally lost all their money 

2. Accounts were not insured  

3. Problems were exacerbated when there were rumors of an impending collapse 

because customers would make a “run” on the bank to pull their money out before 

they lost it- but that inadvertently contributed to the death of the bank because a bank 

needs circulating capital in order to operate 

4. Wave of failures after the crash for the first few years of the Depression 

E. Problems in agriculture 

1. Overproduction  ↓ prices 

2. Increased competition from rebuilding Europe after World War I   

3. Farmers consisted of ¼ of the nation’s work force  

F. Problems in international trade  

1. War debts from World War I 

a. As Europe struggled to pay its debts do you let them off the hook, reduce 

their payments, or force them to pay all of? 

b. Hoover placed a lot emphasis on this as the cause of the Great Depression 

2. The Depression developed into a global depression   

a. Ex: Germany’s economy and allied debts 

b. Ex: Austria’s leading bank failed  

3. Demand for American goods declined as Europe got back on its feet 

4. High tariffs stymied international trade  

a. The Hawley-Smoot Tariff (1930) 

i. The highest tariff in U.S. history  

ii. 1000 economists signed a petition urging him to veto the bill  

iii. Several historians consider it an economic catastrophe as other 

nations retaliated  

b. Particularly bad time because international trade could have stimulated the 

economy  

G. Overproduction of consumer goods 

1. There was too much for consumers to buy  

2. Ex: automobiles  

3. Great example of why an economy cannot stay revved up for a prolonged period of 

time  

H. Too much buying on credit 

1. Created an unstable economic system  
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2. Ex: overspeculation in the Stock Market 

 

III. Hoover and the Great Depression (1929-1933) 

A. With his background of success, it seemed no one was more qualified to deal with the Great 

Depression  

B. Very much believed in self-reliance and opposed government handouts  

1. Not as laissez-faire as his predecessors but did little compared to his successor 

2. Urged for “voluntary cooperation” 

a. However, the economic crisis was too great for private charities and local 

governments to meet 

b. ¼ of the population was unemployed (7.5% is considered bad) 

c. Conferences with leading businessmen  

3. Overly optimistic: “All the evident indicates that the worst effects of the crash upon 

employment during the next sixty days.” 

C. Hoover becomes very unpopular because of his inaction 

1. Hoover the “Great Humanitarian” appeared to do nothing for his own people 

2. His name becomes synonymous with the plight of the Depression 

a. “Hoovervilles”: shanty towns 

b. “Hooverblankets”: newspapers serving as blankets for the homeless 

c. “Hoover flags”: empty pockets 

3. In short, Hoover was never able to inspire the confidence of the American people  

D. Trickle-down economics 

1. Established some public works projects such as the Boulder (Hoover) Dam and   

2. Belief that helping the wealthy will benefit the general population by “trickling 

down” 

a. Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC): provided loans to banks, 

insurance companies, etc. 

b. Also known as “priming the pump” 

3. But not much was done for the common man struggling through the Depression  

4. Critics saw it was not relief for the ordinary man but “breadline for big business” 

E. The Bonus March (1932) 

1. World War I veterans were scheduled to receive their pensions or “bonuses” in 1945 

a. With the Depression worsening, the veterans believed they should be 

granted their bonuses early 

b. In the summer of 1932 World War I veterans known as the Bonus 

Expeditionary Force or the “Bonus Army” marched on Washington D.C. to 

lobby for early payment of their “bonuses”  

2. The Bonus Bill 

a. Proposed granting pensions early  

b. President Hoover opposed granting the bonuses early as he believed the 

government could not afford it and vowed to veto if the bill passed 

c. While it passed the House, it failed to pass the Senate  

3. Hoover’s fear of the Bonus Army 

a. 20-25,000 Bonus Marchers camped out near the Capitol at Anacostia Flats 

b. Even though they were peaceful, Hoover became fearful of communist 

agitators and ordered the police and military to disperse them 

4. Dispersal of the Bonus Army (July 1932) 

a. Ironically it was led by some of our future heroes of World War II (Douglas 

MacArthur, George Patton, and Dwight D. Eisenhower) 

b. Tanks, bayonets, and tear gas were used  

c. Their “Hooverville” was burned to the ground  

d. More than 100 were injured and a baby was killed  

e. Though the real blame lay with General MacArthur who exceeded his 

orders, Hoover refused to pass the blame and bore the responsibility  

5. The effects of the Bonus March  
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a. Made Hoover look even more callous and uncaring for the plight of 

common folks in the midst of the Depression  

b. The nail in the coffin of what was already an unpopular presidency and 

eliminated any chance of reelection later that year  

 

IV. FDR and the Election of 1932 

A. Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

1. Born to the same wealthy New York family as his distant cousin, TR 

a. Married Eleanor Roosevelt- a cousin  

2. TR was an idol 

a. Traveled some of the same career path as his more famous cousin 

i. Ex: Assistant Secretary of the Navy during World War I, Governor 

of New York  

b. Believed in an expanded role of government  

c. However, FDR was a Democrat 

3. Democratic vice presidential candidate in 1920 

4. In 1921, he was contracted polio 

a. Polio is a debilitating neuromuscular disease and FDR was partially 

paralyzed 

b. Transformed him from being a bit cocky to being compassionate and 

sympathetic to the ordinary man (one historian made the analogy that it was 

his log cabin) 

c. Actually hid the effects of the disease and reporters agreed not to 

photograph him in his wheelchair 

d. He could walk short distances with heavy braces on his legs while holding 

someone’s arm  

e. In the 1990s there was a controversy of whether or not depict him in a 

wheelchair on his memorial in Washington D.C.  

B. Election of 1932 

1. Herbert Hoover (R) vs. Franklin D. Roosevelt (D) 

2. Anyone running against Hoover would have won 

3. FDR promises the people hope and some sort of action 

a. “I promise you, I promise the American people, a new deal.” 

b. The people don’t know what exactly FDR means (and he probably didn’t 

either at the time), but at least he is promising to do something  

4. FDR won easily 

a. 472 to 59 

b. A stunning reversal from Herbert Hoover’s victory in 1928 

c. Shift of blacks to the Democratic Party for the first time  

 

V. Severity of the Depression 

A. The United States’ gross national product (GNP) fell from $104 billion in 1929 to $76.4 

billion in 1932 

B. Decline of business investments 

1. 1929: $24 billion 

2. 1933: $3 billion  

C. Bank closures 

1. 9,000 banks closed between 1930 and 1933 

2. $2.5 billion in deposits were lost 

D. Unemployment 

1. Perhaps 1/3 of the workforce was unemployed; typically those numbers were at 25% 

2. Also a decrease in wages and hours for many who were unemployed 

3. Underemployment 

a. Workers working below their skill level 

b. May be working but reduced workers  

4. Transient workers  
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a. Large numbers of young men “rode the rails” across the country looking for 

work 

b. Hoboes looking for work   

E. Heavy industry was hurt  

1. Ex: steel 

2. Coal mining suffered 

3. In 1933 American automakers produced only 1/3 of the number as 1929 

F. Home foreclosures 

1. 1930: 200,000 

2. 1931: 250,000 

G. Rural Poverty was exacerbated 

1. Most of rural America lacked running water, indoor plumbing, or electricity  

2. Especially in the South 

a. Poor sharecroppers struggled even more 

b. Captured by Let Us Now Praise Famous Men by James Agee and Walker 

Evans  

3. Unrest in the countryside as banks foreclosed on farms 

a. Bankers and prospective buyers were threatened  

b. Milo Reno and the Farmers’ Holiday Association in Iowa threatened a farm 

strike  

4. But did have the benefit of growing their own food 

5. The Dust Bowl 

a. The Southern Great Plains- SE Colorado, Oklahoma, panhandle of Texas, 

Kansas 

b. Causes of the Dust Bowl 

i. Severe drought  

ii. Excessive farming and poor agricultural techniques  

iii. Excessive erosion  

c. Severity of the Dust Bowl 

i. Dust storms known as “Black Blizzards”   

ii. People suffered from “dust pneumonia” 

iii. One account: “All we could do about it was just sit in our dusty 

chairs, gaze at each other through the fog that filled the room and 

watch that fog settle slowly, silently, covering everything- 

including ourselves- in a thick, brownish-gray blanket. When we 

opened the door swirling whirlwinds of soil beat against us 

unmercifully. The door and windows all shut tightly, yet these tiny 

particles seemed to seep through the very walls. It got into 

cupboards and clothes closets; our faces were as dirty as if we had 

rolled in the dirt; our hair was gray and still and we ground dirt 

between our teeth.” 

iv. Crop failures  

d. The “Okies”  

i. Migrants from Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas, Colorado, and even 

Arkansas to California 

ii. > 1/4 million left  

iii. Faced discrimination in California 

iv. Their plight was chronicled by Dorothea Lange’s photographs (ex: 

“Migrant Mother”)  

e. Did result in government program promoting conservation  

i. Ex: planting trees as windbreaks and legumes to restore the soil  

H. The human toll 

1. Army physicians during World War II noted a general decline of health in recruits 

when conducting physicals  

2. Impact on the family 

a. ↑ divorce 
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b. ↓ marriages 

i. 1929: 10.1 marriages/1000  

ii. 1932: 7.9 marriages/1000  

c. ↓ birth rate 

3. Psychological impact 

a. Many people blamed themselves for their misfortune  

i. David Kennedy, Freedom From Fear, The American People in 

Depression and War, 1929-1945 (1999)- “Indeed, contempt for the 

Depression’s victims, ironically enough, often lodged most deeply 

in the hearts and minds of the victims themselves. Social 

investigators in the 1930s repeatedly encountered feelings of guilt 

and self-recrimination among the unemployed, despite the 

transparent reality that their plight owed to systematic economic 

breakdown, not to their own personal shortcomings. The 

Depression thus revealed one of the perverse implications of 

American society’s vaunted celebration of individualism. In a 

culture that ascribed all success to individual striving, it seemed to 

follow automatically that failure was due to individual inadequacy 

(174).” 

b. Men had a hard time accepting not being the traditional breadwinner for the 

family when unemployed 

i. Psychiatrists observing long-term unemployed workers: “They 

hung around street corners and in groups. They gave each other 

solace. They were loath to go home because they were indicted, as 

it were their fault for being unemployed. A jobless man was a lazy-

good-for-nothing. The women punished the men for not bringing 

home the bacon, by withholding themselves sexually… These men 

suffered from depression. They felt despised, they were ashamed 

of themselves. They cringed, they comforted one another. They 

avoided home.” 

c. Suicide 

i. 1929- 14/100,00 

ii. 1932- 17.4/100,000 

iii. A Houston, Texas mechanic wrote in his suicide note in 1930: 

“The depression has got me licked. There is no work to be had. I 

can’t accept charity and I am too proud to appeal to my kin or 

friends, and I am too honest to steal. So I see no other course. A 

land flowing with milk and honey and a first-class mechanic can’t 

make a honest living. I would rather take my chances with a just 

God than with unjust humanity.” 

4. Making by during the Great Depression  

a. Ex: canning, selling apples, sewing clothes  

b. Doubling up in homes  

c. Reports of children eating only blackberries and dandelions 

 

VI. The Hundred Days (1933) 

A. The Hundred Days 

1. The period immediately after FDR took office in March 1933 in which an 

unprecedented amount of legislation was passed battling the Great Depression and 

forever changing the role of the federal government. 

2. Beginning of FDR’s New Deal  

B. Philosophy of the New Deal 

1. The federal government was going to take unprecedented action to stimulate the 

economy 

a. “The country needs and, unless I mistake its temper, the country 

demands bold, persistent experimentation. It is common sense to take 
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a method and try it: If it fails, admit it frankly and try another. But 

above all, try something.” 

2. Keynesian economics 

a. British economist John Maynard Keynes 

b. Government spending, even if it is deficit spending, is the key to economic 

prosperity  

3. Get people working again 

4. FDR surrounded himself with academics and intellectuals known as the “Brain 

Trust” 

5. Most New Deal programs can be classified by the “3 R’s” as to their short-term to 

long-term effects 

a. Relief 

b. Recovery  

c. Reform 

C. FDR’s inauguration (4 March 1933) 

1. Last POTUS to be inaugurated in March as the Twentieth Amendment (ratified in 

February 1933) shortened the lame-duck period from March 4
th

 to January 20
th

 

2. Inaugural address 

a. “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” 

b. FDR requested unprecedented presidential power 

i. “I shall ask the Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet 

the crisis- broad Executive power to wage a war against the 

emergency, as great as the power that would be give to me if we 

were in fact invaded by a foreign foe.” 

ii. The 73
rd

 Congress complied and proved to be perhaps the most 

important in American history by passing an avalanche of 

legislation that increased the role of government dramatically  

D. The need to ease the people’s fears 

1. FDR’s inaugural address 

2. Fireside chats 

a. National radio addresses by FDR during his administration 

b. FDR explained to the American people in simple terms the New Deal and 

what it was doing (ex: bank holiday) 

c. Effectively used the radio throughout his administration 

i. 30 fireside chats during his presidency  

ii. Allowed direct, unfiltered access to the people  

3. There was a sense that something would be done and a sense of optimism was 

restored 

a. One Congressman: “The air suddenly changed, the wind blew through the 

corridors, a lot of old air blew out the windows. You suddenly felt ‘By God, 

the air is fresh, its moving, life is resuming.” 

E. The Bank Holiday  

1. FDR wanted to restore faith and confidence in the American banking system and this 

was the first task he immediately attacked 

2. Emergency Banking Act of 1933 

a. Closed banks for a while to stem the panic- a four-day banking “holiday” 

b. In a fireside chat: “I can assure you that it is safer put your money in a 

reopened bank than under the mattress.” 

F. Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 

1. FDR called the South the “nation’s #1 economic problem” 

2. Built a series of dams along the Tennessee River in order to provide cheap 

hydroelectric power for one of the nation’s poorest regions: northern Alabama and 

Tennessee  

a. Ex: Muscle Shoals  

b. Also provided flood control  

3. One of the most successful New Deal programs   
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4. Opponents were afraid it was a step toward socialism and that private companies 

could not compete  

G. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 

1. FDR’s favorite program- nicknamed “Roosevelt’s Tree Army” 

2. Employed men ages 17-25 

a. Earned $30 a month, but had $25 were immediately sent home  

b. Eventually more than 2.5 million in 1,500 camps 

3. Purpose 

a. Get young men back to work 

b. Restored forests, beaches, and parks, and provided flood control, and fought 

fires  

i. Ex: 2.3 billion trees were planted  

ii. 800 state parks were created (many of Texas State Parks were 

created or renovated)  

4. Camp life 

a. Lived in semi-military environment with uniforms, marching to work, etc. 

b. Most loved it because they had a job, ate well, were provided medical care, 

and even took vocational classes  

5. Long-term positive environmental impacts  

H. The Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) 

1. The number one problem facing farmers was low prices due to overproduction 

2. The idea was to reduce production and have farmers accept production quotas in 

order to stabilize prices  

a. Ex: Secretary of Agriculture Henry A. Wallace ordered 10 million acres of 

cotton taken out of production and the slaughter of 6 million baby pigs and 

200,000 sows 

b. Later expanded to other crops like barley, rye, and sugarcane 

c. Over $4.5 million in direct payments to farmers  

d. In essence, the government paid farmers not to farm  

3. Controversial 

a. This struck many people the wrong way when many Americans were going 

hungry, but the government was destroying food  

b. One farm leader remarked: “That we should have idle and hungry and ill-

clad millions on the one hand, and so much food and wool and cotton upon 

the other that we don’t know what to do with it, this is an utterly idiotic 

situation, and one which makes a laughing stock of our genius as a people.”  

c. Will be struck down by the Supreme Court in 1936 

4. Impact on sharecroppers and tenant farmers  

a. Only landowners received direct payments  

b. Most landowners bought tractors, etc. with their money and thus 

sharecroppers were pushed off farms  

c. Also during the 1930s and 1940s mechanical cotton pickers had been 

developed- displacing large numbers of sharecroppers  

d. The Farm Security Administration (FSA) was created to help tenant farmers 

and sharecroppers get on their feet  

I. National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA) 

1. Public Works Administration (PWA) 

a. Spent $3.3 billion to build highways, federal buildings, and military 

facilities 

b. Built projects like the Lincoln Tunnel and LaGuardia Airport in New York 

City  

2. National Recovery Administration (NRA) 

a. Initially headed by Hugh Johnson 

b. Symbol: the “Blue Eagle” 

c. Slogan: “We Do Our Part” 

d. Voluntary codes of production and wages  



 302 

i. Section 7(a): maximum hour and minimum wage in various 

industries  

ii. Way too complex and ineffective  

e. But critics feared it was the first step toward government planning of the 

economy  

J. Banking and Stock Market reforms 

1. Glass-Steagall Act  

a. Prohibited commercial banks from engaging in investment banking 

b. Created the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) 

i. Insured bank deposits up to $2,500 

ii. Today it is $100,000  

2. Securities Exchange Commission (SEC) 

a. Regulate trading practices and forced a full disclosure of information  

3. Truth-in-Securities Act of 1933 

a. Those selling stock were responsible for accurately reporting information 

about the company’s condition  

b. Also known as the Federal Securities Act  

4. Effective 

a. Less than 10 bank failures a year after 1933  

b. No longer did banks or depositors have to worry about runs or panics that 

could wipe out all their deposits 

c. The unregulated Stock Market came to an end and thus no crash on the 

scale of 1929 since 

K. Other important legislation early in FDR’s administration  

1. Civil Works Administration (CWA) 

a. Created more jobs on public works projects but was short-lived  

2. Took the U.S. off the gold standard despite cries from conservative  

3. Saving people from foreclosure 

a. The Emergency Farm Mortgage Act: refinanced farm mortgages to prevent 

farmers from losing their farm  

b. The Home Owners Loan Corporation (HOLC) 

c. Federal Housing Administration (FHA) 

d. Federal National Mortgage Association (Fannie Mae) 

4. Twenty-first Amendment (1933): repealed prohibition (the Eighteenth Amendment) 

5. Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA): $500 million in grants to the 

states  

 

VII. Opposition to the New Deal 

A. Conservatives 

1. Believed the New Deal was “socialistic” (ex: the TVA) and was fiscally 

irresponsible (spending way too much money) 

2. The American Liberty League was founded and supported by the Du Pont family and 

other wealthy elites who felt FDR was a “traitor to his class”  

a. Ex: higher taxes on the wealthy  

B. Radicals on the far left believed the New Deal did not do enough  

1. Slight increase in the Socialist Party headed by Norman Thomas during the Great 

Depression  

2. The Communist Party of the United States (CPUSA) led by William Z. Foster  

3. Some wanted an outright collapse of capitalism  

C. Upton Sinclair  

1. Former muckraker, author of The Jungle (1906), socialist  

2. End Poverty in California Program (EPIC) 

a. Called for confiscation of private property, and other socialist ideas  

3. Democratic gubernatorial candidate of California 

a. Defeated easily 

b. Too radical for FDR to lend support  
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D. Dr. Francis E. Townsend 

1. Proposed a plan to help the elderly by giving Americans over the age of 60 a 

monthly pension of $200 under the provision that they spend it within a month in 

order to “prime the pump” 

2. Townsend Clubs sprang up across the country  

3. Helped pave the way for Social Security  

E. Father Charles Coughlin  

1. Priest from a suburb of Detroit 

2. Initially supported the New Deal 

a. “The New Deal is Christ’s Deal”  

b. But later turned on FDR  

3. Effectively used the radio to attack FDR 

a. The Golden Hour of the Little Flower was broadcast nationally  

b. Received 80,000 letters weekly  

c. Claimed FDR presided over a “government of bankers, by the bankers, and 

for the bankers” 

4. Founded the National Union for Social Justice 

5. Called for inflation and nationalization of banks  

6. Very anti-Semitic and eventually pulled off the air 

F. Huey P. Long 

1. Flamboyant politician from Louisiana, Governor and Senator  

2. Known as the “Kingfish” 

3. Virtual dictator of Louisiana 

a. “I am the Constitution now.” 

b. FDR thought he was one of the two most dangerous men in America (the 

other being Douglas MacArthur) 

4. Share Our Wealth Program 

a. A redistribution of wealth program; there would be no personal fortunes of 

over $5 million  

b. The rich would have their fortunes confiscated and every citizen would be 

guaranteed a homestead worth $5,000 and an annual wage of $2,500 

c. Slogan: “Every Man a King” 

d. Critics were quick to point out that the math simply did not add up  

e. Perhaps 27,000 chapters nationally with 8 million members  

5. Assassinated in September 1935 removing a legitimate threat to Roosevelt in the 

1936 Election 

G. School of thought that the critics of FDR caused more meaningful reform in 1935 in the 

Second New Deal  

 

VIII. The Second New Deal (1935-1938) 

A. New flurry of legislation passed in 1935- known as the Second New Deal 

B. Emergency Relief Appropriations Bill  

1. Largest peacetime appropriations to date 

2. Breathed new life in to the CCC and PWA as well as create several of the programs 

below  

a. Ex: the Aid-to-Families With Children Act (AFDC) 

C. Labor 

1. Wagner Act (1935) 

2. Fair Labor Standards Act (1938) 

D. Rural Electrification Act (1935) 

1. Provided cheap electricity to rural areas 

2. Helped close the gaps culturally between rural and urban areas 

a. Before 1935 only 2 out of 10 farms had electricity; a decade later this 

number jumped to 9 of 10  

E. Works Progress Administration (WPA) 

1. Employed an average of 2.1 million between 1935 and 1941 
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a. Larger than the CWA or PWA 

b. Headed by Harry Hopkins  

2. Public works projects  

a. Renovated 110,000 public buildings, built 650,000 miles of roads, 800 new 

or enlarged airports and 78,000 bridges  

b. Drained swamps and upgraded urban sewage systems  

3. Created the National Youth Administration (NYA) 

a. Provided part-time jobs for some 2.5 million young people such as high 

school and college students  

b. A young Lyndon Baines Johnson (LBJ) headed the Texas NYA 

4. Flexible in that it also provided, in addition to public works projects, work for artists 

and intellectuals 

a. Federal Theater Project 

b. Federal Writers Project 

i. Published guide and tour books 

ii. Historians collected oral slave narratives and folklore  

c. Federal Music Project 

i. Ex: symphonies and recorder American music forms such as Delta 

Blues and Appalachian folk music  

d. Federal Art Project  

i. Painted murals in public buildings such as post offices (ex: 

“Confederate Soldiers from Collin County Go to War” at the 

Collin County Historical Society and Museum in downtown 

McKinney) 

ii. Ex: the art and murals of Diego Rivera 

5. Critics said it did not do much good and provide work just for work sake  

F. Social Security Act of 1935 

1. The most important piece of social welfare legislation in U.S. history 

2. The United States was the only industrialized nation not to have a pension system for 

the aged, disabled, or unemployed 

3. Three parts 

a. Retirement pension for the elderly 

b. Unemployment compensation 

c. Welfare payments to the blind, handicapped, and needy and dependent 

children  

4. Payments did not start until 1940 

5. Farmers and domestic servants were not included  

6. Will Social Security still be in place when you turn 65? 

 

IX. The Courtpacking Scheme  

A. Election of 1936 

1. FDR (D) vs. Alf Landon (R) 

2. FDR won in the largest landslide since the Era of Good Feelings 

a. Only Maine and Vermont were not picked up by FDR 

b. In addition, the Democrats won big margins in Congress and in state 

gubernatorial election  

3. The modern Democratic Party began to take shape  

a. Ex: African-Americans, immigrants, labor, urban America  

4. FDR became too overconfident in his own popularity and that of the New Deal  

B. A conservative Supreme Court 

1. 7 of the 9 had been appointed by Republicans 

a. Average age was 71 

b. FDR had yet to appoint a justice by 1937 

2. The “Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse” 

a. Conservative justices who consistently rule against New Deal measures  

b. All were over the age of 70 
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3. New Deal legislation struck down  

a. Panama Refining Co. v. Ryan (1935): ruled part of the NIRA to be 

unconstitutional  

b. Schechter Poultry Corporation v. United States (1935) 

i. Struck down the NIRA in a 9-0 decision  

ii. Known as the “sick chicken” case  

c. United States v. Butler (1936): struck down the AAA 

d. The Court struck down a New York state minimum wage law  

e. FDR was irate because he felt the Supreme Court had essentially declared 

war on the New Deal despite how popular it was  

C. FDR wanted to remedy this problem by increasing the number of Supreme Court justices 

1. The Constitution does not specify the number of justices 

a. The number has fluctuated and only since 1869 had there been 9  

2. FDR wanted to add 1 justice for each justice over the age of 70 

a. This meant he would add 6  

b. “Aged or infirm judges- a subject of delicacy… to avoid an examination of 

complicated and changed conditions. Little by little, new facts become 

blurred through old glasses filtered, as it were, for the needs of another 

generation; older men, assuming that the scene is the same as it was in the 

past, cease to explore or inquire into the present or the future.” 

D. Backlash  

1. The American people saw the court packing scheme for what it was, a power play 

that threatened the sanctity of checks and balances  

a. Members of both parties were upset 

b. Southerners were especially wary as a more activist Supreme Court would 

threaten race  

2. Worsened relations with Congress 

a. Senator Burton K. Wheeler led the fight 

b. End of momentum for the New Deal  

i. Henry Wallace: “The whole New Deal really went up in smoke as 

a result of the supreme Court plan.”  

ii. Together with greater preoccupation with foreign policy crises in 

the late 1930s, the so-called “Roosevelt Recession” in 1937,  there 

were few significant New Deal acts after the Court-packing 

scheme  

3. FDR was forced to back down as he underestimate the backlash that would come 

with his court-packing scheme  

E. A changed Supreme Court  

1. Despite FDR losing the court packing fight, the Court changed its stance and 

softened its conservative edge  

a. West Coast Hotel v. Parrish (1937) 

i. The Court upheld a minimum wage law that was almost identical 

to the New York law it ruled on the previous year 

ii. Sometimes known as the “switch in time that saved nine” 

b. In other cases the Court upheld Social Security, the National Labor 

Relations Board, and other New Deal initiatives  

2. In the next 8 years FDR would get to appoint 7 justices  

3. In the coming decades the Supreme Court would regularly uphold federal laws and 

regulations as well as become more active in civil rights cases  

 

X. Labor 

A. National Labor Relations Act of 1935 

1. Also known as the Wagner Act 

2. Created the National Labor Relations Board 

3. Guaranteed the right to organize and collective bargaining 

4. Outlawed blacklists and yellow dog contracts 
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B. Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 

1. Established a national minimum wage and 40-hour work week  

2. Opposition 

a. Unions only half-heartedly supported it because they wanted to be able to 

negotiate wages on their own 

b. Southerners feared it would threaten the low wags that brought industry to 

the South  

C. Unions 

1. Industrial unionism 

a. The idea that all workers of a single industry band together into a single 

union  regardless of skill level  

b. Ex: United Auto Workers (UAW) 

c. Vs. the craft unionism of the American Federation of Labor (AFL) 

2. Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) 

a. Created by John L. Lewis (head of the United Mine Workers), David 

Dubinksy and Sidney Hillman  

b. Favored industrial unionism  

c. Broke away from the AF of L 

3. Increasing number of union membership 

a. 1932: only 3 million 

b. 1941: 20 million  

4. Increasing number of strikes 

D. Sit-down strikes 

1. 1936: United Auto Workers led sit-down strikes in several General Motors plants 

2. Refused to work or leave 

a. Effective because it forced the employer to make the next move 

b. Relatively peaceful form of protest  

c. Good for public opinion 

3. Effective, won concessions from General Motors  

4. One lasted 44-days  

E. Political implications  

1. Because of the pro-labor measures of the New Deal, labor became more solidly 

entrenched behind the Democratic Party  

2. This also robbed the small Socialist and Communist parties of their core 

constituency groups  

 

XI. Women 

A. Women at work 

1. Most disapproved as working women because of the notion that the man is the 

breadwinner of the family  

2. Ironically, many feminine jobs were less likely to disappear 

a. “Men’s” work in heavy industries like steel and automobiles suffered big 

time 

b. However, women’s jobs such as clerical work were not effected as badly 

3. The percentage of working women over the age of 14 actually increased slightly 

a. 1930: 24.3% 

b. 1940: 25.4% 

4. Women were often barred for New Deal work programs such as the CCC  

B. The family 

1. Declining birthrates 

2. Some unemployed men deserted their families to search for work or out of shame 

3. Larger households as relatives were often taken in  

C. Women in government  

1. Frances Perkins 

a. Secretary of Labor 

b. First woman cabinet member 
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2. Hattie Carraway: first woman elected to the Senate  

3. Eleanor Roosevelt 

a. Champion of women’s rights 

b. Extremely intelligent and dynamic woman 

c. Would often serve as her husband’s eyes and ears 

d. Was the most active First Lady up to that point and one of the most active 

in all of American History  

D. Low point of the women’s rights movement in the 20
th

 century 

 

XII. Minorities and the Depression 

A. The Great Depression hit minorities especially hard 

1. Many New Deal relief programs excluded minorities 

2. State and local governments especially discriminated 

3. Often the first to lose their jobs and last to regain jobs 

a. In 1932 black unemployment was as high as 50% and those who were able 

to retain their jobs faced a reduction of wages  

b. “No jobs for niggers until every white man has a job”  

B. African-Americans 

1. A majority still lived in the South 

a. But more than 400,000 left in the 1930s 

b. Black sharecroppers and tenant farmers were displaced with increasing 

mechanization (ex: mechanical cotton pickers) 

2. The Scottsboro Boys (1931) 

a. 9 African-Americans males accused of raping a white woman in Alabama 

b. Trial received lots of national attention  

3. FDR and African-Americans 

a. Many New Deal programs such as the NRA did not benefit blacks  

b. FDR could not be more proactive because of the power of Southern 

conservatives in Congress 

i. “The Southerners by reason of the seniority rule in Congress are 

chairmen or occupy strategic places in most of the Senate and 

House committees. If I come out for the anti-lynching bill now, 

they will block every bill I ask Congress to pass to keep America 

from collapsing. I just can’t take that risk.” 

ii. Ex: the defeat of a federal antilynching law  

c. The “Black Cabinet” 

i. Informal group of advisors on race 

ii. Included William Hastie and Mary McLeod Bethune 

d. FDR did ban discrimination in the Works Progress Administration  

e. Eleanor Roosevelt was the real champion of African-Americans  

f. Robert Weaver: first African American appointed to the cabinet 

g. Miriam Anderson was allowed to sing at the Lincoln Memorial   

4. Resentment of blacks getting any New Deal aid  

C. Mexican-Americans 

1. Many were involved in agricultural jobs in California  

2. Increasingly settling in urban barrios  

3. They too faced a great deal of discrimination  

a. Ex: signs- “No Niggers, Mexicans, or Dogs Allowed” 

4. Perhaps 1/3 returned to Mexico  

D. Asian-Americans   

1. The Chinese Exclusion Act was still in effect (did not end until 1943) 

2. Increasing tensions with Japanese-Americans because of Japanese aggression and 

World War II looming on the horizon  

E. Native Americans 

1. 1924: Native Americans were granted citizenship 

2. Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 
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a. Shift toward allowing tribal autonomy; more local tribal self-government 

b. A departure from the Dawes Severalty Act (1887) 

3. John Collier 

a. Head of Bureau of Indian Affairs 

b. Emphasized Native American cultural identity and an end to forced 

assimilation  

c. Emphasis on cultural relativism: the idea that every culture should be 

accepted on its own terms and that none is inherently better than another  

 

XIII. Depression Era Culture 

A. Radio 

1. An overwhelming majority of Americans owned radios by the end of the 1930s 

2. The Hindenburg disaster was broadcast live in 1931 

3. Orson Well’s War of the Worlds 

a. A fictional broadcast of an alien invasion 

b. People went bizerk because they thought it was really happening  

B. Movies 

1. People went to movies by the droves because it was cheap entertainment and a form 

of escapism 

2. Some consider the 1930s the golden age of Hollywood 

a. Frank Capra: most famous director of the period  

b. Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939) 

c. The Wizard of Oz (1939 ) 

d. Gone With the Wind (1939) 

e. The Grapes of Wrath (1940) 

3. Disney 

a. The Three Little Pigs (1933) 

b. Snow White (1937) 

c. Mickey Mouse cartoons  

C. Sports 

1. Again- it was a form of escapism 

2. Baseball 

a. The New York Yankees 

b. Lou Gehrig  

3. Football 

D. Literature 

1. John Steinbeck 

a. Of Mice and Men (1939) 

b. The Grapes of Wrath (1940): about the plight of the Joad Family, an Okie 

family who makes its way to California  

c. The Pearl (1945) 

2. Gone With the Wind (1936) by Margaret Mitchell  

3. John Dos Passos’ trilogy U.S.A. (1930) 

4. Tobacco Road (1932) by Erskine Caldwell 

5. Native Son (1940) by Richard Wright  

 

XIV. Legacy of the Great Depression and the New Deal 

A. Rise of the new Democratic Party 

1. Coalition of blacks, urban areas, the South 

2. The Democrats held a fairly solid hold on power until the 1950s 

B. It was not the New Deal that ended the Great Depression 

1. Ultimately it would be the surge of defense spending caused by World War II that 

would pull the United States out of the Depression 

2. But the New Deal did avert radicalism that sprang up around the world in the 1930s  

a. Ex: fascism and communism 
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3. Some conservatives make the argument the New Deal actually prolonged the Great 

Depression  

C. Increased size and scope of the federal government 

1. Especially when coupled with World War II 

2. Keynesian economics and deficit spending becomes the norm 

3. End of laissez-faire- never again has the federal government returned to laissez-faire 

as it had been during the Gilded Age or the 1920s 

4. Presidents (especially Democratic presidents) are expected to have a legislative 

agenda similar to the New Deal 

a. Truman: Fair Deal 

b. JFK: New Frontier 

c. LBJ: Great Society  
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U.S. Foreign Policy Between the World Wars, 1919-1941 
 

I. World War I: The Seeds for World War II 

A. Treaty of Versailles 

1. Germany severely punished 

a. War Guilt Clause: assigned responsibility for starting the war  

b. High reparations 

c. Stripped of territory (ex: Poland and the Sudetenland)  

2. Weak League of Nations 

B. The rise of aggressive fascist states 

1. Nazi Germany led by Adolf Hitler 

2. Fascist Italy 

3. An aggressive and militaristic Japan 

C. A victorious but badly battered Britain and France 

D. The United States  

1. Return to isolationism 

a. Ex: rejecting the Treaty of Versailles because of the League of Nations  

2. But the United States became the richest country on earth  

a. The U.S. went from being a debtor nation to a creditor nation 

b. By 1930 the U.S. provided more direct investment than France, Holland, 

and Germany combined  

E. Russian Revolution (1917)  the creation of the Soviet Union  

 

II. U.S. Foreign Policy During the 1920s 

A. Isolationism 

1. Evident in the Senate’s rejection of the Treaty of Versailles and our absence from the 

League of Nations 

2. Harding on the League of Nations: “A world super-government is contrary to 

everything we cherish and can have no sanction by our Republic.”  

3. But the United States did not cut itself off completely from the world- one historian 

identified the period a one of “involvement without commitment” 

B. Disarmament 

1. A strong sense to never repeat the horrors of the First World War  

a. During this time the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was established at 

Arlington National Cemetery  

b. Other nations dedicated their own tombs of the unknown soldier (ex: 

Britain’s at Westminster Abbey)  

2. Washington Naval Conference (1921-1922) 

a. Dealt with limitation of naval tonnage, particularly battleships 

b. Five Power Treaty:  

i. Established tonnage ratios for tonnage of battleships 

ii. 5 (Britain): 5 (U.S.): 3 (Japan) 

c. Four Power Treaty: ended an Anglo-Japanese Treaty 

d. Nine Power Treaty: reaffirmed the Open Door in China  

e. Hosted and initiated by the United States, in particular, Secretary of State 

Charles Evans Hughes  

3. Kellogg-Briand Pact (1928) 

a. Outlawed offensive war as an instrument of national policy  

b. 15 nations signed it and all but one member of the Senate ratified it  

c. Very idealistic dream to prevent wars in the future  

d. However, lacked enforcement provisions  

C. Germany and reparations 

1. As stated in the Treaty of Versailles, Germany owed $33 billion in reparations to the 

Allies (Germany did not owe the U.S. because the U.S. never ratified the treaty)  

2. During the 1920s Germany’s economy experienced hyperinflation 
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a. Extreme inflation where money was so worthless that Germans literally 

carried wheelbarrows of money to the store 

b. Thus, Germany was unable to pay off its debts in a timely fashion  

3. Cycle of debts 

a. The Allies (Britain and France) owed the United States (> $10 billion) 

b. Thus the United States had a vested interest in the Germans paying the 

Allies so the Allies could pay back the Americans 

4. Dawes Plan (1924) 

a. The United States rescheduled and reduced Germany’s reparations 

b. Germany and the Allies never fully repaid the U.S. (only Finland fulfilled 

its obligations)  

D. Higher tariffs 

1. Part of a pro-business Republican strategy 

2. Fordney-McCumber Tariff (1928) 

3. Hawley-Smoot Tariff (1930) 

a. The reaction to the Great Depression was to protect U.S. businesses  

b. The highest tariff in American history  

c. The problem was that when the U.S. raised its tariffs, other countries raised 

their own tariffs in retaliation 

d. This stifled international trade and worsened the Great Depression- one 

historian called the results “catastrophic”   

E. Japan invaded Manchuria (1931) 

1. Manchuria is a resource-rich region of northwest China 

2. The League of Nations was powerless to stop this example of Japanese aggression 

3. The best the United States could do was issue the Stimson Doctrine 

a. The U.S. would not recognize any territorial gain made by force  

 

III. Post-World War I Isolationism and Pacifism  

A. There was the idea that the United States had made a major mistake by becoming involved in 

World War I  

1. The consequences of ignoring Washington’s Farewell Address Advice  

2. 1935 Gallup poll revealed 70% of Americans believed World War I was a mistake  

3. Mid-1930s: call for a constitutional amendment that would forbid a declaration of 

war unless first done by popular referendum  

B. Rejection of the League of Nations and the Treaty of Versailles 

1. Republican Senate opposition vs. Woodrow Wilson  

2. The League of Nations was severely weakened by not having the United States as a 

member nation  

3. In 1935 the United States even declined to be part of the World Court  

C. Anti-war books 

1. All Quiet on the Western Front (1930) by Erich Maria Remarque  

a. Portrayed the horrors of World War I 

b. Perhaps the greatest anti-war novel  

2. Writers of the “Lost Generation” 

a. Ex: Ernest Hemmingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, John Dos Passos etc.   

b. A Farewell to Arms (1929), For Whom the Bell Tolls, etc.  

D. Pacifism on college campuses 

1. Veterans of Future Wars 

2. “Build Schools, Not Battleships”  

E. Nye Commission (1934) 

1. Congressional committee the investigated U.S. involvement in World War I and 

alleged the major munitions manufacturers and big bankers were responsible for the 

United States’ entry into World War I 

2. Sometimes known as the “merchants of death” theory 

F. Pacifism on college campuses 

G. Small post-war military  
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1. The United States was woefully prepared for war  

2. In 1939 the United States had the 17
th

 largest army in the world behind countries like 

Romania  

H. Impact of the Great Depression on foreign policy 

1. Americans turned attention to affairs at home rather than affairs abroad  

 

IV. Good Neighbor Policy 

A. A departure from U.S. interventionism in Latin America 

1. A shift from TR’s “big stick” and Wilson’s intervention 

2. Initiated by Herbert Hoover 

a. Clark Memorandum (1930): repudiated the Roosevelt Corollary  

b. But FDR receives much credit for the policy 

B. Pan-American Conference (1933) 

1. In Montevideo, Uruguay 

2. Secretary of State Cordell Hull  

3. Renounced the right of the United States to intervene in the internal affairs of Latin 

American nations  

4. “No state has the right to interfere in the internal or external affairs of another.”  

C. Motives 

1. Promote good will in Latin America (ex: trade)  

2. Especially important with fears of fascism spreading to Latin America and the need 

for a united front during World War II  

 

V. The Rise of Totalitarian States  

A. The USSR  

1. The Russian Revolution (1917) 

a. The Bolsheviks (Communists) led by Vladimir Lenin overthrew the 

government  

b. Established the first major communist nation  

2. Russian Civil War (1918-early 1920s) 

a. The Reds vs. the Whites  

b. The United States intervened unsuccessfully on behalf of the Whites  

3. Creation of the Soviet Union 

a. Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 

b. Russia annexed various places such as Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and the 

Central Asian states (ex: Kazakhstan)  

c. Led by Joseph Stalin  

4. Death of Vladimir Lenin in 1924 

a. Power struggle: Trotsky vs. Stalin 

b. Stalin emerged triumphant 

5. Stalin’s Soviet Union  

a. Used terror to subdue the people and he eliminated rivals and other threats 

i. Purges and show trials 

ii. Eliminated many high ranking military officials 

b. Five-Year Plans to industrialize and modernize the Soviet Union 

i. Collectivization of agriculture 

ii. The Soviet Union did leap forward but at a dreadful price (ex: 

millions starved in the Ukraine in Stalin’s “Terror Famine”) 

6. Increasingly fearful of Nazi Germany and Japan  

7. U.S. policy toward the Soviet Union  

a. Non-recognition  and an embargo initially 

b. Trade with the USSR in the 1920s and hope to destabilize the USSR 

c. 1933: the United States formally recognized the Soviet Union  

B. Japan 

1. Felt slighted by the Treaty of Portsmouth, Versailles Treaty, and Washington Naval 

Conference  
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2. Became militaristic and expansionistic after World War I 

a. Interested in Manchuria and China 

b. Needed raw materials they lack on the home islands 

3. Japan invaded Manchuria (1931) 

a. Established the puppet government of Manchukuo 

b. The League of Nations did nothing to stop Japanese aggression  

c. Japan left the League of Nations  

d. Stimson Doctrine  

4. War broke out with China in 1937 

a. The official beginning of World War II in Asia 

b. December 1937-1938: the “Rape of Nanking” 

5. Leadership 

a. Increasingly military hardliners like Prime Minister Hideki Tojo  

b. Emperor Hirohito  

i. God-like status 

ii. But more a figure-head, minimal involvement in the decision-

making process  

C. Italy 

1. A second-rate power in Europe who wants more power and status  

2. Led by Benito Mussolini 

3. Invasion of Ethiopia 

4. Become allied with Germany  

D. Nazi Germany  

1. World War I and the Treaty of Versailles 

a. Had kicked Germany while they were down  

b. Much animosity among Germans; Hitler was able to exploit this in his rise 

to power (Hitler was essentially elected to power in 1933) 

2. Hitler’s appeal and message  

a. Hitler promised to return Germany to glory  

b. Dolchstoss legend  

a. Germany did not lose World War I but was “stabbed in the back”  

b. Blamed Communists and Jews  

c. Effective use of propaganda 

i. Joseph Goebbels: Minister of Propaganda 

ii. Triumph of the Will (1936): Nazi Germany’s most outstanding 

propaganda film 

d. Lebensraum: “living space” 

i. Germany would regain lost territory from the Versailles Treaty  

ii. Expand to the east to Poland and the USSR for Germany’s 

growing population  

e. Racial supremacy 

i. Aryan Germans were a superior, “master” race 

ii. Untermenchen : “sub-humans”- included Jews, homosexuals, 

Gypsies, Poles  

f. Rebuild Germany’s military 

i. Germany’s military had been stripped down in accordance with the 

Treaty of Versailles 

ii. Actually a good thing because the Germans decided to develop a 

different mindset for war (ex: blitzkrieg) 

3. Anti-Comintern Pact (1937) 

a. Japan, Germany, and Italy  

b. An alliance against the Soviet Union 

c. Will later be the Axis Powers 

4. The Jewish Question 

a. Nuremburg Laws (1935)  

i. Stripped Jews of German citizenship 
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ii. Jews were forced to wear the yellow Star of David to identify 

themselves as Jews  

b. Kristallnacht (November 1938) 

i. “Night of broken glass” 

ii. Attacks on Jewish businesses and synagogues across the Germany 

c. The “Final Solution” 

i. Elimination of Jews of other untermenschen  

ii. Many of these people are in Eastern Europe- in the lebensraum  

iii. This is why so many of the really horrible concentration camps 

were in Poland (ex: Auschwitz)  

 

VI. The Neutrality Acts 

A. Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia (1935) 

1. Hallie Sallasie  

a. Led the Ethiopian resistance 

b. Simply outgunned too much  

2. The Italians were slaughtering the Ethiopians  

3. The U.S. passed the Neutrality Acts in response  

B. The Neutrality Acts (1935-1937) 

1. Mandatory embargo on both belligerents (the aggressor and the victim nation)  

2. No American could legally sail on a belligerent ship, sell, or transport munitions or 

make loans to belligerents  

C. FDR’s “quarantine the aggressors” speech (October 1937) 

1. In response to Japanese aggression in China  

2. “The epidemic of lawlessness is spreading. When an epidemic of physical disease 

starts to spread, the community approves and joins in a quarantine of the patients in 

order to protect the health of the community against the spread of the disease…There 

must be positive endeavors to preserve peace.”  

3. Alarmed isolationists because what did the President mean?  

D. The Spanish Civil War (1936-1938)  

1. The Fascists vs. the Loyalists 

a. The Fascists 

i. Led by Francisco Franco 

ii. Supported by Germany and Italy (ex: provided airplanes) 

b. The Loyalists 

i. Lacked unity and coordination 

ii. Supported half-heartedly by the USSR 

2. The United States did nothing 

a. 2/3 of Americans had no opinion about the events in Spain 

b. Arms embargo on Spain  

c. A few American volunteers helped the Loyalists 

i. Ex: the Abraham Lincoln Brigade  

3. Ernest Hemmingway’s For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940) was written about the 

Spanish Civil War  

4. Franco and the Fascists were victorious 

5. Preview of World War II 

a. The Germans got to test new weapons and tactics 

b. Bombing of cities (ex: portrayed in Pablo Picasso’s Guernica)  

 

VII. German Aggression and Appeasement 

A. Nazi Germany’s aggression was inevitable 

1. For Hitler there was never a question of if there was going to be a war- but when  

2. To obtain lebensraum and eliminate the untermenchen living there  

3. Rebuilding the Wehrmacht (army)  

B. Invasion of the Rhineland (1936) 

1. Area between France and Germany lost to France in the Treaty of Versailles  
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2. Hitler ordered his generals to back down if the France stepped up because Germany 

was not ready to fight- yet 

3. The French did nothing to stop the Germans 

4. Hitler was emboldened and believed the Allies were not interested in his aggressive 

moves  

C. The annexation of Austria (1938) 

1. Hitler was originally from Austria 

2.  Anschluss: annexation of Austria  

3. Austria had cultural ties to Germany  

4. Once again, nothing was done to stop Germany by the League of Nations, the United 

States, or other European powers  

D. The Sudetenland and Munich Conference (1938) 

1. The Sudetenland 

a. Western portion of Czechoslovakia that had been part of Germany before 

the Treaty of Versailles (1919) 

b. Many ethnic Germans living there  

2. The German military rolled into Czechoslovakia and Hitler was again unopposed  

3. Munich Conference (September 1938) 

a. Britain and France confronted Germany over the Sudeten Crisis  

i. Britain and France permitted Germany to keep the Sudetenland 

and in return, Hitler vowed no more territorial gains 

ii. Hitler: “This is the last territorial claim I have to make in Europe.”  

b. British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain returned to London holding the 

Munich Agreement in his hand claiming to have secured “peace in our 

time” 

c. Classic case of appeasement: not acting firmly to halt aggression  

E. The rest of Czechoslovakia (March 1939) 

1. Hitler is like a little kid because he believes there are no consequences for his 

actions, after all Britain and France have allowed him to run rampant thus far 

2. Basically Czechoslovakia is again left out to dry 

3. Britain and France promised to defend the next nation attacked by Nazi Germany (it 

is pretty clear it will be Poland) 

 

VIII. World War II in Europe 

A. Poland 

1. Germany wanted to regain portions of Poland lost in the Versailles Treaty (1919) 

2.  “The Polish Corridor”: strip of Poland that separated two non-contiguous parts of 

Germany 

a. Danzig 

b. Mainland Germany 

3. Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact (August 1939) 

a. Both the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany detested one another  

b. But both sides could agree: 

i. They wanted to divide Poland between them 

ii. War needed to be delayed, Fall 1939 was not the time  

c. The USSR and Nazi Germany did NOT form an alliance but a simple 

agreement to not attack one another as they dismember Poland  

4. Invasion of Poland (1 September 1939) 

a. The Germans quickly overwhelmed the outgunned Polish from the west 

while the Soviets invaded from the east  

b. Finally, true to their word, Britain and France declared war on Germany (3 

September 1939) 

c. World War II in Europe officially began  

d. U.S. position 

i. Officially neutral 
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ii. But FDR addressed the American people and stated “I cannot ask 

that every American remain neutral in thought as well… Even a 

neutral cannot be asked to close his mind or close his conscience.”  

B. The “Phony War” 

1. In the winter of 1939-1940 there was little actual fighting between the Allies (Britain 

and France) and Germany  

2. Germany was able to turn its full attention to defeating France and Britain because 

Poland was secured and the non-aggression pact with the Soviet Union  

3. Ended in the spring of 1940 when the Germans unleashed its blitzkrieg into France  

C. Blitzkrieg 

1. “Lightening war” 

a. Emphasis on using speed to overwhelm and defeat opponents 

b. Ex: using tanks and planes 

2. The Germans had inadvertently benefited from having its military reduced because 

of the Treaty of Versailles  

a. Allowed to the development of new strategies while the British and French 

were slow to adapt  

b. Embraced new and improved technology (ex: tanks)  

3. Quickly overwhelmed smaller nations like Belgium, Norway, and Denmark  

D. The Fall of France (Spring 1940) 

1. German blitzkrieg overwhelmed French and British defenders in about six weeks 

a. France fell on June 22, 1940 

b. The Germans established the puppet Vichy government in France 

c. This was stunning and a real wake-up call for the United States  

2. Escape at Dunkirk 

a. British forces were miraculously able to escape across the English Channel 

at Dunkirk 

b. Any vessel that could float was sent the evacuate the British Army from the 

continent  

c. The Germans missed a golden opportunity to smash the British and 

potentially end the war 

d. The British lived to fight another day  

i. 338,000 troops were evacuated 

ii. But left behind loads of supplies on the beaches of Dunkirk: 

90,000 rifles, 120,000 vehicles, etc.  

3. Nazi Germany controls almost all of continental Europe east of the Soviet Union in 

the summer of 1940  

E. After the fall of France only Britain stood against the Axis  

1. The decision to keep fighting 

a. Debate among policy-makers whether to capitulate 

b. Winston Churchill 

i. Became Prime Minister May 10, 1940 

ii. Committed to fighting 

iii. Speech to Parliament:  

2. The Battle of Britain  

a. Hitler wanted to invade Britain 

i. Operation Sea Lion: plans to invade the British Isles 

ii. But first needed air supremacy to make that possible  

b. Series of aerial battles between the Royal Air Force and the German 

Luftwaffe 

i. The British benefited from radar and breaking the German code  

ii. The British won and avoided being invaded  

c. But the Germans were mercilessly bombing English cities at night  

3. U-boat offensive  

a. “Wolf packs” were preying on British shipping at an alarming rate 
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b. Very real possibility it can do what it failed to do in World War I: strangle 

Britain into submission  

4. Britain is barely hanging on alone against Nazi Germany  

a. Need help from the United States 

i. Material aid 

ii. Even a declaration of war 

b. It is crucial Britain holds out because England will be one gigantic military 

staging area for the U.S. to reconquer continental Europe  

F. The Eastern Front 

1. Germany vs. the Soviet Union 

a. Fascism vs. Communism: both are totalitarian forms of government but are 

diametrically opposed philosophically  

b. The Non-Aggression Pact merely delayed the inevitable confrontation 

between Germany and the Soviet Union  

c. The Nazis and Communists truly hated one another 

d. The Germans desired the lebensraum of the USSR 

2. Operation Barbarossa  

a. With the failure to conquer Britain (though it did not pose a threat), Hitler 

decided to turn his full attention to the Soviet Union  

b. 22 June 1941: the Germans launched a surprise attack on the Soviet Union 

c. The German blitzkrieg initially surprised and  overwhelmed the Soviet 

defenses 

d. The Soviets conducted a fighting withdrawal because they could trade space 

for time  

3. The German attack ground to a halt  

a. The offensive was launched too late- it should have begun in April instead 

of June 

b. The dreaded Russian winter set in 

c. The Soviets implemented a “scorched earth” policy destroying everything 

that the Germans could have used  

4. The Germans were on the verge of capturing Moscow in December 1941 

a. German units were a mere 10 miles from the Soviet capital  

b. By now it is December and the winter is at its worst 

 

IX. Assisting Britain Short of War  

A. Neutrality Act of 1939 

1. Aid to Britain, France, and China 

2. FDR pledged “all aid to the Allies short of war” 

B. Battle of Britain (1940) 

1. Hitler eventually wanted to invade the British Isles 

a. Operation Sea Lion: plan to invade the British Isles  

b. But first, he would have to win supremacy of the skies  

2. The British won this series of aerial battles and thus prevented a German 

invasion  

a. The British benefited from having radar  

b. Inspired by Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s leadership  

3. Important because if Britain fell then the United States would not have a base in 

striking distance of Nazi-controlled Europe 

C. Committee to Defend American by Aiding the Allies 

1. William Allen White  

2. Advocated unlimited support of Britain short of war  

D. Cash and carry  

1. The Allies would have to ship supplies themselves because Americans feared 

German U-boats would once again drag the United States into war  

2. American ships were convoying Allied ships as far as Iceland  

E. Bases for destroyers deal 
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1. The United States provided 50 destroyers to Britain to help with the U-boat 

threat  

2. In return, the United States acquired bases in the western hemisphere  

F. Lend-Lease (1941) 

1. Began December 1940 

2. Authorized the president to lend, lease war supplies to “any country the 

President deemed vital to the defense of the United States” 

3. The United States would be the “arsenal of democracy” 

4. FDR used the folksy analogy that it was just like lending a fire hose to neighbor 

whose house is on fire  

5. FDR believed it would be the best of both worlds of helping the Allies but not 

directly fighting the war 

6. Extended to the Soviet Union  

7. Opponents 

a. Robert A. Taft: “Lending war equipment is a good deal like lending 

chewing gum. You don’t want it back.” 

b. Senator Burton Wheeler called it “triple-A foreign policy; it will plow under 

every fourth American boy.”  

G. FDR geared the nation up for war 

1. Burke-Wadsworth Act (September 1940) 

a. First peacetime draft in U.S. history  

b. Actually fairly popular  

c. Limited these soldiers’ deployment to the Western Hemisphere 

2. Production of military supplies 

a. Ex: called for 50,000 planes/year  

 

X. Isolationism at Home 

A. America First Committee 

1. Most favored aid to Britain, but only 12% of Americans wanted a declaration of 

war on the Axis  

2. Prominent isolationists 

a. Charles Lindbergh 

b. Robert A. Taft  

c. Henry Ford  

3. Belief in a “Fortress America” concept 

4. Argued sending supplies to Britain would only be a lost cause and would 

hamper America’s rearmament program  

5. Peak of 850,000 members  

B. Election of 1940 

1. Wendell Willkie (R) vs. FDR (D) 

2. The two candidates’ platforms were similar  

a. Willkie had formerly been a Democrat 

b. Willkie did not offer an alternative foreign policy vision  

3. FDR won easily despite Willkie emphasizing the fact that FDR was shattering 

the two-term tradition  

C. Fear that U-boat attacks would bring the United States into war like during World War I 

1. Hitler was very aware of this and feared the United States would enter the war 

against Germany  

2. The sinking of the Greer and Reuben James 

a. The Greer was a destroyer who was actually radioing the U-boat’s position 

to the British at the time 

b. October 1941: the Reuben James was sunk by German U-boats  

 

The Greer- 4 September 1941 

Reuben James- October 31 
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XI. Tensions with the Empire of the Rising Sun 

A. Invasion of Manchuria (1931) 

1. The U.S. did not recognize this conquest 

2. Stimson Doctrine: the U.S. would not recognize any territorial acquisition by 

force  

B. Panay incident (12 December 1937) 

1. Japanese planes attacked an American ship in China 

2. The Roosevelt administration diffused the crisis by accepting an apology for the 

attack  

C. Japan expanded into Southeast Asia 

1. The U.S. imposed an oil embargo on Japan  

2. Also froze Japanese assets 

D. Early 1941: the U.S. insisted that Japan leave China 

1. Forced Japan’s hand- they were not going to evacuate China  

 

XII. Pearl Harbor (7 December 1941) 

A. The Japanese decided to launch a preemptive attack on the U.S. Pacific Fleet stationed in 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 

1. It was a Sunday morning and that added to the surprise 

2. Japanese dropped specially-made torpedoes which did great damage to the 

anchored fleet  

3. More than 2,400 Americans were killed 

B. Near simultaneous attacks on U.S. possessions on the Philippines, Guam, and Wake Island  

C. The United States declared war on Japan 

1. Roosevelt’s war message: “Yesterday, December 7, 1941- a date which will live 

in infamy- the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked 

by the naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.” 

2. Only one voted against war  

3. In turn, Germany and Italy declared war on the United States in support of their 

Axis ally 

D. The result of Pearl Harbor 

1. The U.S. Fleet was battered, but not crippled 

a. With the exception of the USS Arizona, many of the damaged ships were 

repaired and returned to actions within a year, if not six months 

b. The Japanese failed to destroy vital oil reserves 

c. The American aircraft carriers were away on maneuvers and these would 

prove essential in the naval war in the Pacific  

2. The United States was united like no other event could 

a. Isolationism immediately died  

b. The next day lines of young men wanting to enlist at recruiting depots 

stretched around city blocks  

E. Was there a conspiracy to allow Japan to attack and thus give the United States a reason to go 

to war? 

1. No real evidence to support this theory 

2. Yes, the government should have read the writing on the wall and realized an 

attack was impending, but like 9/11 it was simply a case of not connecting the 

dots  

a. The Navy had prepared for mock Japanese carrier-based aircraft attack on 

Hawaii as early as 1932 

b. The U.S. lost track of the Japanese carriers in the Pacific  

c. Japanese mini sub was sighted 1.5 hours before the attack and another was 

sunk a little more than 1 hour before the attack  
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World War II, 1941-1945 
 

I. The Greatest of All Wars 

A. In scope and destruction it completely overshadows the Great War 

B. The costs of the war  

1. Approximately 60 million will be killed 

a. The Soviet Union alone lost about 26-27 million  

b. Unprecedented number of civilians killed and cities destroyed  

2. Entire cities will be strewn in rubble 

C. The Axis vs. the Allies 

1. The Axis  

a. Germany 

b. Italy 

c. Japan 

2. The Allies  

a. France 

b. Britain 

c. USSR 

d. United States 

e. China  

D. The status of the war at the beginning of 1942 

1. The Axis were clearly winning and it the situation was dire for the Allies 

a. The Germans controlled much of Europe 

i. Controlled almost all of Western Europe, Scandinavia were 

knocking on the door of Moscow deep inside the Soviet Union  

ii. In addition, the Germans controlled North Africa, France had been 

knocked out, and the British were reeling  

b. Japan controlled the Pacific 

i. The U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor was badly damaged 

ii. The Japanese followed with victories at Singapore, the Philippines, 

and were even threatening Australia 

c. The Axis controlled about 1/3 of the peoples population and resources at 

this point  

2. Allied victory was far from inevitable and the United States would have to mobilize 

its resources to wage a total war like no other conflict had demanded 

 

II. Home Front U.S.A. 

A. Importance of the home front 

1. U.S. Government report: “War is no longer simply a battle between armed forces in 

the field. It is a struggle in which each side strives to bring against the enemy the 

coordinated power of every individual and of every material resource at its 

command. The conflict extends from the soldier in the front line to the citizens in the 

remotest hamlet.”  

2. FDR, April 1942: “One front and one battle where everyone in the United States- 

every man, woman, and child- is in action. The front is right here at home, in our 

daily lives.” 

3. The home front would be vital in mobilizing and supporting an army that was the 

17
th

 largest in September 1939 with less than 188,0000 to a military with 16 million 

that would simultaneously fight two battle-hardened enemies on opposite sides of the 

globe 

B. Increased patriotism 

1. With Pearl Harbor isolation immediately evaporated; almost everyone supports the 

war effort 

a. Army recruiting offices were filled after Pearl Harbor with volunteers 

b. The Draft had little opposition  

c. Some 16 million Americans will serve in the military  
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2. Americans believed the war was a clear case of good vs. evil 

a. Americans were very aware of this and willing to make sacrifices they made 

b. Why We Fight 

i. Series of propaganda films by Frank Capra  

c. FDR’s Four Freedoms 

i. Freedom from Fear 

ii. Freedom from Want  

iii. Freedom of Speech 

iv. Freedom of Religion  

d. This was even before American soldiers liberated the first concentration 

camps (February 1945) and did not fully understand the scope of Hitler’s 

“Final Solution” 

3. The American people did their patriotic duty to fund the war effort by purchasing 

war bonds  

a. Ex: a $18.75 bond would be valued at $25 in 10 years  

b. Celebrities such as Rita Hayworth were used to sell bonds  

4. Unlike other wars in American history, there was a negligible anti-war movement  

C. Sacrifice and volunteerism  

1. In addition to the men who served in the military, there were a variety of ways for 

ordinary Americans of all ages to help 

a. Even before Pearl Harbor, a poll found that 67% of Americans were willing 

to “spend one hour each day training for home guard, nursing, first aid 

training, and ambulance driving.”  

b. In Chicago alone, more than 23,000 block captains for the Office of 

Civilian Defense which included plane spotters and civilian air patrols  

c. Red Cross blood drives 

d. Growing victory gardens, a total acreage that was equivalent to the size of 

Rhode Island, canning became very popular as well  

e. Boy and Girl Scouts participated in scrap drives, collected rubber, fats, and 

other items that could be converted to aid the war effort  

f. Fashions even changed to wear clothes that require less material (ex: the 

end of the double-breasted suit)  

2. Rationing 

a. The government issued rationing books 

b. Examples of items that were rationed 

i. Coffee 

ii. Gasoline 

iii. Sugar 

iv. Rubber 

v. Meat  

c. 35-mph speed limit to conserve petroleum and wear-and-tear on tires  

d. While there was some black market activity, for the most part Americans 

went along with rationing because it was a sacrifice for the war effort    

3. The case of Ted Williams 

a. Williams was Major League Baseball’s best hitter (still today the last to hit 

.400 for a season), but he spent what would have been some of his prime 

years as a fighter pilot in the Pacific, and later in the Korean War.  

b. Imagine today’s professional athletes doing that today? 

D. End of the Great Depression and prosperity  

1. An end to unemployment  

a. 1938: 19% 

b. 1944: 1.2% 

c. Most New Deal work programs such as the WPA and CCC ended as they 

were no longer needed  

2. Government spending  

a. 1939: $1 billion 
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b. 1945: $100 billion  

c. Between 1941 and 1945 the federal government spent $321 billion, more 

than the previous 150 years combined 

d. National debt increased from $49 billion in 1941 to $259 billion in 1945 

3. Increased gross national product (GNP) 

a. 1939: $91 billion 

b. 1945: $166 billion 

4. The U.S. was the only nation to improve its prosperity during the war 

a. Other nations were either the setting for warring armies or were bombed out 

b. There were only six Americans killed in the continental 48 states (by a 

Japanese balloon bomb) 

5. A prosperity not seen during the Depression  

a. Historian David Kennedy in Freedom From Fear (1999): “War spending 

skyrocketed from $3.6 billion in 1940, about 2 percent of the gross national 

product, to a peace of $93.4 billion in 1944, by which date roughly half of 

the nation’s productive energy was flowing to military uses. Yet in that span 

of time, civilian purchases of goods and services managed to grow by 12 

percent. Most Americans had never had it so good. They started half a 

million new businesses. They went to movies and restaurants with un-

habitual frequency. They bought books, recordings, cosmetics, 

pharmaceuticals, jewelry, and liquor in record volumes. Racing fans 

wagered two and a half times more on the horses in 1944 than they had in 

1940. Housewives shopped at well-stocked supermarket, eleven thousand of 

them newly built during the war (645-646).” 

b. In many ways World War II set the stage for the affluence in the post-war 

years  

E. Government management of the war effort 

1. Growth of the federal government 

a. Rule of thumb: during times of war or crisis, the power of the government 

goes up  

b. The U.S. government spent 2 times more than it had than all the years prior 

to World War II 

c. Increasing number of federal employees 

i. 1940: 1 million  

ii. 1945: almost 4 million  

2. War Production Board 

a. Responsible for shifting the economy from a peacetime economy to a war 

economy  

i. Allocated raw materials 

ii. Prohibited the manufacture of certain civilian goods (ex: February 

1942 stopped production of automobiles)  

iii. Offered lots of money for facilities, research and development, 

suspended antitrust suits, generous war contracts, tax incentives  

b. Headed by Donald Nelson 

c. Later replaced by the Office of War Mobilization (OWM) headed by James 

F. Byrnes  

3. Office of Price Administration (OPA) 

a. Responsible for rationing  

b. Price controls to check inflation (ex: the price of food was frozen)  

4. National War Labor Board (NWLB) 

a. Smith-Connally Anti-Strike Act (1943): prohibited strikes in essential 

industries and the federal government would intervene to ensure continued 

production  

b. “No-strike” pledge from organized labor but yet there were still strikes  

c. The United Mine Workers led by John L. Lewis who walked off the job 

(Lewis was called the “most hated man in America”) 
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5. Office of War Information (OWI) 

a. In charge of propaganda 

b. Produced newsreels, etc.  

c. Not only promoted the American home front and fighting effort, it had to 

paint our Allies in a good light (ex: “Uncle Joe” Stalin) 

6. Office of Strategic Services (OSS) 

a. Headed by “Wild Bill” Donovan 

b. Forerunner of the CIA (created in 1947) 

7. Office of Scientific Research and Development (OSRD) 

8. Selective Service 

a. Like World War I, was administered by local draft boards 

9. Financing the war 

a. War bonds were the primary way to pay for the war and offered Americans 

a way to patriotically support the war  

b. Income taxes were increased (more people now had to pay them) 

F. The miracle of production  

1. The foundation had been laid before Pearl Harbor  

a. Despite the Great Depression, the United States had a foundation for being 

an industrial behemoth 

b. Government initiative to rearm 

i. Lend-Lease Act   

ii. “With our natural resources, our productive capacity, and the 

genius of our people for mass production, we will outstrip the Axis 

powers in munitions of war.” –FDR (10 June 1941) 

2. But it was a momentous task to convert to war production  

a. Ex: International Silver Company converted from producing silverware to 

cartridge belts, bombs, etc.  

b. General Brehon Somerville, head of the Army’s Services of Supply talking 

to a congressional subcommittee, 1942 explained “We are asking 

contractors to produce articles which have never been produced before. We 

are asking other contractors to produce articles which they have never 

produced before. We are asking sill other contractors, who have produced 

articles in small quantities, to produce them in vastly larger quantities… 

Facilities must be converted, new facilities obtained, new personnel 

employed and trained to new methods, and new sources of supply 

developed.” 

3. The U.S. produced more than the Axis Powers combined (Italy, Germany, and 

Japan); in fact it was almost 2 times as much  

a. 40 billion bullets 

b. 300,000 aircraft (Germany- 112,000  Japan-70,000) 

c. 76,000 ships (16 ships per every 1 produced by Japan) 

d. 86,000 tanks (Germany 45,000) 

e. 2.6 million machine guns 

f. It is estimated the American output per worker was double that of German 

workers and five times that of the Japanese  

4. Willow Run 

a. Ford production facility outside Detroit that produced bombers 

b. > 1 mile-long assembly line  

c. At its peak, Willow Run turned out a B-24 bomber every hour, an amazing 

feat  

5. Henry Kaiser: the production of “liberty” ships 

a. Liberty ships were massive merchant ships that hauled all troops and 

supplies across the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans  

b. Reduced the time to build from 105 to 14 days at its peak 

c. Nicknamed “Sir Launce-a-lot” 

6. Agricultural production 
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a. The U.S. not only had to feed its armies but American agriculture was 

essential to the Allies food supply 

b. In addition to mechanization, women, braceros, German POWs, etc. helped 

the farm labor supply  

G. Migration patterns 

1. A people on the move  

a. During the war 1/8 of Americans left the county they lived in before the war 

b. Soldiers being transported not only to various bases across the United States 

but to points around the world  

c. 15 million civilians moved during the war  

d. People moving to jobs  

e. The Great Migration of Blacks out of the South continued, with a new 

stream to California (ex: Los Angeles and Oakland)  

f. 40,000 Native Americans between 18 and 50 left the reservation  

2. Decline of rural areas 

a. Mechanization such as the mechanical cotton picker  

b. Decline of sharecropping in the South 

c. Pull of jobs in the city  

3. Growth of the Sunbelt  

a. The South and California 

b. California grew by 72% during the 1940s  

c. Bases and defense plants 

i. Ex: Fort Hood (Texas) and Fort Benning (Georgia) 

ii. Factories and shipyards in California  

d. FDR had long wanted to uplift the South  

 

III. Women and the Family  

A. Volunteer opportunities 

1. Ex: the Red Cross and United Service Organization (USO) 

B. “Rosie the Riveter” 

1. Nickname for women defense workers 

2. Took traditionally male jobs, especially in the defense plants 

3. Left these jobs after the war 

4. Rise in self-esteem, contributing to the war effort 

5. Most returned home after World War II 

C. Serving in the military 

1. Almost 350,000 served 

2. Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAACs)  

3. Women Accepted for Voluntary Emergency Service (WAVEs): Navy 

4. Women’s Air force Service Pilots (WASPs)  

5. Women played important roles as nurses, clerical work, etc.  

6. Paid less than men and faced sexist attitudes but there was a great deal of pride in 

their service  

D. The family  

1. Rise in divorce rates, but marriage rates skyrocketed when servicemen returned 

home  

2. Children 

a. Fear of “latchkey” children who were left alone while women were at work 

b. Establishment of day-care centers by the government  

c. >1/3 of all teenagers between 14 and 18 were employed 

 

IV. Double Victory: Minorities in World War II  

A. Double Victory 

1. Victory over the Axis and victory over racism at home 

2. Many minority groups saw the war as an opportunity to prove themselves and 

elevate their status in society  
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B. African-Americans  

1. Jobs in defense industries 

a. Some employers forbade the hiring of black workers  

b. A. Philip Randolph 

i. Head of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters) 

ii. Threatened a march on Washington D.C. if FDR did not 

desegregate defense industries  

c. Executive Order 8802 

i. The last thing wanted FDR wanted was racial issues disrupting the 

war effort  

ii. Issued 25 June 1941 

iii. Integrated defense jobs  

iv. Creation of the Fair Employment Practices Commission (FEPC) 

2. The Great Migration continued 

a. Not only did black continue to go to the North (ex: Chicago and Detroit) but 

now there was a major stream to the California (ex: Los Angeles and 

Oakland)  

b. Increased tensions with local whites, ex: over shortages in housing  

c. Race riots in Detroit (July 1943) 

i. 25 blacks and 9 whites killed  

ii. Other riots in Harlem (1943)  

3. Military service 

a. Blacks served in segregated units commanded by white officers 

b. Less pay, few opportunities for promotion 

c. Sense that blacks could not make good soldiers 

d. Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson stated “Negroes have been unable to 

master efficiently the techniques of modern weapons.”  

e. Integration of the armed forces did not occur until after World War II  

f. Jim Crow still existed and many servicemen faced discrimination at 

Southern posts  

g. Many served menial jobs 

i. Ex: Dorie Miller at Pearl Harbor 

ii. Stevedores, cooks, maintenance, etc. 

h. The Tuskegee Airmen 

i. Known as the Red Tails   

ii. Fighter squadron that had the distinction of being the only escort 

squadron to never lose a bomber 

4. Setting the stage for the post-World War II Civil Rights Movement 

a. Beginning of several civil rights organizations 

i. Ex: Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 

ii. Growth of the NAACP from only 50,000 members in 1940 to 

500,000 in 1945 

b. Positive benefits of overall better pay and new opportunities they did not 

have before the war  

c. Race was now becoming a national problem  

d. Hypocrisy of combating racism abroad but the persistence of racism at 

home  

C. Japanese-Americans 

1. The Japanese in America 

a. Issei: born in Japan 

b. Nissei: first-generation Japanese-Americans 

c. Immigration restriction with the Gentlemen’s Agreement (1907) and 

National Origins Act (1924) 

d. Hawaii 

i. Made up almost 40% of the islands’ population  

ii. Vital to the island’s economy  
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e. The mainland 

i. Approximately 117,000 Japanese-Americans lived on the West 

Coast 

ii. Mostly in California- but less than 1% of the state’s population  

iii. Resentment toward them because of race and economic rivalries 

(ex: small farmers and shopkeepers)  

2. Fears of disloyalty and sabotage 

a. At Pearl Harbor the planes had been clustered together to better guard them 

against saboteurs 

b. After Pearl Harbor these fears only increased  

c. General John L. DeWitt, commander of Western Defense Command 

(February 1942): “A Jap’s a Jap… It makes no difference whether he is an 

American citizen or not… I don’t want any of them.” 

d. Los Angeles Times, editorial, February 1942: “A viper is nonetheless a viper 

wherever the egg is hatched- so a Japanese-Americans, born of Japanese 

parents- groups up to be a Japanese, not an American.” 

3. Internment  

a. Executive Order 9066 

b. War Relocation Authority (WRA) 

c. Japanese-Americans either completely lost their property or had to sell at 

low prices (estimated to be $400 million)  

d. The camps 

i. Most were in the interior of the country (ex: Wyoming and 

Arkansas) 

ii. Guard towers, search lights, barbed wire 

iii. The camps developed their own cultures 

iv. Those deemed loyal were allowed to work outside the camps 

e. Korematsu v. United States  (1944): the Court upheld internment in this 

case on grounds of national security  

4. There were no documented cases of disloyalty or sabotage 

a. Military service 

i. Some 33,000 Nisei served in the military  

ii. The 442
nd

 Regimental Combat Team (“Go For Broke”) of 

Japanese-Americans fought in Italy and was the most decorated 

unit of its size in World War II (Purple Hearts, Silver Stars, etc.)  

b. In 1988 Congress passed an indemnity of $1.2 billion ($20,000 to each 

survivor) and the federal government issued a public apology  

5. Other Axis nationalities and Asians 

a. At the beginning of the war a small number of Italian and German-

Americans who were considered subversives were rounded up, but there 

was no major attacks on German-Americans like during World War IA 

sense the Germans are not bad, but a bad form of government (Nazism) 

imposed upon them  

b. Chinese Americans  

i. They were treated relatively well, they were our allies 

ii. The Chinese Exclusion Acts were repealed in 1943 

D. Native Americans 

1. Many Native Americans left the reservations for jobs in defense plants, military, etc. 

(ex: approximately 25,000 served in the military) 

2. Navajo “Code Talkers” 

a. The Navajo language was complex and only about three dozen non-Navajos 

knew the language  

b. Their native language was used for messages because it could not be 

deciphered by the Axis and it never was throughout the war 

c. Examples of code words 

i. “Eggs”: bombs 
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ii. “Buzzards”: bombers 

iii. “Turtles”: tanks  

3. After the war 

a. Many returned to the reservation and poverty  

b. The case of Ira Hayes 

i. A Marine who had been part of the flag-raising on Mt. Suribachi in 

Iwo Jima  

ii. Died poor and of alcoholism after the war  

E. Mexican-Americans 

1. Many come to over as agricultural laborers 

a. Braceros: contract laborers 

b. Similar to that of World War I, more than >200,000 came- mostly to the 

Western United States  

2. Zoot Suit Riots in Los Angeles (June 1943) 

a. Zoot suits 

i. Mexican-American youth subculture in California who wore long 

jackets, heavily-padded shoulders, and balloon trousers  

ii. Deemed as slackers and unpatriotic by others  

b. A mob of servicemen began beating the Zoot suiters  

F. Jewish refugees 

1. The Holocaust: the “Final Solution”  

2. The United States knew about the Holocaust but there was relatively little coverage 

and few realized its severity  

3. The St. Louis 

a. Americans were very concerned about a flood of refugees  

i. In one poll: ‘If you were a member of Congress, would you vote 

yes or no on a bill to open the doors…to a larger number of 

refugees?” 

ii. 85% of Protestants, 84% of Catholics, and even 26% of Jews 

responded no  

b. 1,000 Jews were refused entry into the United States from this passenger 

liner  

c. First denied refuge in Cuba 

d. The ship returned to Europe where many of them were eventually killed  

 

V. Wartime Alliances and Diplomacy  

A. The “Big 3” 

1. Franklin Delano Roosevelt (United States) 

2. Winston Churchill (Great Britain) 

3. Joseph Stalin (Soviet Union) 

B. Differing war aims 

1. Great Britain 

a. The Germans rolling them early in the war and the horrifying experience of 

World War I haunted Great Britain and made them more passive  

b. Advocated a peripheral strategy of retaking Nazi-occupied rather than a 

cross-English Channel invasion which they feared would be a bloodbath  

c. Needed the United States and their supplies, but grew wary of the United 

States’ growing role in the alliance  

2. The United States 

a. Initially the junior partner in the Anglo-American alliance  

b. More interested in a cross-Channel invasion into France sooner than later 

because they understand it is needed to win the war  

3. The Soviet Union 

a. The Soviet Union was bearing the brunt of the fighting  
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i. At any given time, even after opening the second front at D-Day 

(1944), the Red Army was facing at least 2/3 of the German 

military  

ii. Russians look back at the war as the “Great Patriotic War” because 

their national survival was literally at stake  

iii. Ex: the Soviet Union had some 26 million killed vs. <1/2 million 

for the United States  

b. Demanded an immediate opening of a “second front” 

i. This meant a cross-Channel invasion of France by U.S.-British 

forces to relieve pressure on the Eastern Front- anything else was 

seen as unacceptable  

ii. This was the #1 contentious issue as the Soviets felt the 

Americans/British were dragging their feet to allow the Nazis and 

Soviets to tear each other apart  

4. The natural uneasiness between capitalist Britain and United States vs. the 

communist Soviet Union  

C. Common enemy of Adolf Hitler and Nazi Germany  

1.  Despite strained relationships at time, the Allies did a remarkable job of overcoming 

their differences to defeat Nazi Germany  

2. Ex: sending Lend-Lease to the British and Soviet Union  

3. The Axis leaders proved less worthy and worse, they did not cooperate together 

nearly as well  

a. Ex: Italy proved to be a liability to the German war effort (ex: the Germans 

needed to bail the Italians out of Greece) 

b. The Germans and Japanese did not coordinate strategy at all  

D. 1941: Atlantic Charter 

1. FDR and Churchill’s vision for the post-war world, a bit strange because the United 

States was not involved in the war yet  

2. Somewhat similar to the Fourteen Points 

E. Casablanca Conference (January 1943) 

1. Meeting between Churchill and FDR  

2. Stated nothing less than “unconditional surrender” would be accepted from the Axis  

a. Done partly to convince the Soviets that they would not have to fight alone 

b. However, it can be argued unconditional surrender actually made the Axis 

fight longer and harder  

F. Tehran Conference (November 1943) 

1. 1
st
 meeting of the Big Three  

2. FDR really looked forward to meeting with Stalin because he thought he could use 

his famous charm  

3. The second front was the #1 issue  

4. The Americans and Brits promised a second front in six months  

5. Stalin pledged to fight Japan once Germany was defeated 

G. Yalta Conference (February 1945) 

1. Last meeting of the Big 3 

2. Provisions 

a. Free elections in Poland 

i. The Soviets were set on occupying Eastern Europe after the war as 

a buffer 

ii. There wasn’t really anything the U.S. could do to see this occurred  

b. The USSR would join the war against Japan three months after Germany 

capitulated  

c. Creation of the United Nations 

i. The groundwork had been laid at the Dumbarton Oaks Conference 

in 1944  

ii. Unlike after World War I, the U.S. took the lead in creating and 

joining a collective security organization  
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d. Divided Germany and Berlin into four zones of occupation (British, French, 

American, and Soviet) 

H. The death of FDR 

1. FDR’s health was clearly ailing  

a. His doctor gave him a poor prognosis 

b. Many of those closest to him said he “looked like hell”  

2. Election of 1944 

a. Unlike other countries, elections went as scheduled 

b. FDR (D) vs. Thomas Dewey (R)  

c. FDR chose Harry Truman from Missouri as his running mate  

d. FDR’s health was an issue even though he portrayed an aura of physical 

vigor  

e. FDR won an unprecedented fourth term 

i. He would be the one and only President to serve so long  

ii. The Twenty-Second Amendment (1951): sometimes known as the 

“anti-FDR amendment”, limited the President to two terms or a 

maximum of 10 years  

3. 12 April 1945: FDR died in Warm Springs, Georgia 

a. National mourning throughout the nation  

b. Harry Truman, a reluctant v.p. nominee, assumed the presidency and was 

forced to deal with finishing the war and managing the beginning of the 

Cold War  

4. Not only was Harry Truman untested, as Vice President he had not even been told of 

the Manhattan Project  

 

VI. The European Theater 

A. ABC-1 (27 March 1941) 

1. It was determined the U.S. would fight two wars in opposite ends of the globe 

simultaneously 

2. Germany is clearly the bigger threat 

3. “Germany first” strategy 

B. Battle of the Atlantic 

1. German U-boats preyed on shipping, sometimes just off the coast of the U.S. 

a. East Coast cities had blackouts because the U-boats would use city lights to 

silhouette their prey  

b. Their early effectiveness were a major concern 

2. Turning the tide against the U-boats 

a. Cracking the Enigma Code 

b. Convoy system and small escort carriers to search-and-destroy German U-

boats 

c. The U-boats ceased to be a factor  

3. German U-boats had the highest casualty rate of any branch of service of any nation 

during World War II  

C. North Africa 

1. Operation Torch  

2. Battle of Kasserine Pass (Nov 1942) 

a. First engagements with the Germans 

b. Resulted in defeat for the Americans as green soldiers took on seasoned 

German troops  

3. Combined American-British forces defeated Erwin Rommel’s Afrika Corps  

4. Though it was important to remove the threat of the Axis taking control of the 

Middle East, the Soviets felt this was insufficient  

D. Italy 

1. First captured Sicily before proceeding to the Italian mainland boot  

2. Slow progress due to rugged terrain and lack of room to maneuver and flank German 

defenses  
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3. Battle of Monte Cassino 

4. 4 June 1944: Rome was captured 

5. Once again was insufficient for the Soviets, but it did knock Italy out of the war   

E. Strategic bombing campaign 

1. After the stalemate of World War I, the post-war period saw prophets or air power 

argue that strategic bombing could win wars by destroying industrial production and 

breaking the will of the people  

2. Round-the-clock bombings of Axis targets 

a. Americans during the day 

b. The British at night  

3. Controversial  

a. The U.S. devoted a lot of resources to strategic bombing that some argue 

could have been better used elsewhere 

b. The Soviets felt bombing insufficient, they wanted a cross-Channel 

invasion 

c. Morality  

i. The lack of precision meant not only were targets (such as 

factories) missed but civilians were killed in large numbers 

ii. The firebombing of Dresden in February 1945, a city deemed to 

have little military or industrial value, is often pointed to as exhibit 

A in the immorality of bombing 

iii. The effectiveness of bombing is debated as it can be argued it was 

largely ineffective  

iv. However, there are tangible results of bombing such as fuel 

shortages (ex: the Germans late in the war had little fuel to train 

new pilots and German blitzkriegs halted because they were 

literally running out of gas) 

F. The Eastern Front  

1. The Soviets were bearing the brunt of the war 

a. At any given time, more than 2/3 of the German military was stationed on 

the Eastern Front, even after D-Day  

b. They demanded a second front, a cross-Channel invasion of France  

2. Stalingrad (1943) 

a. Turning point of the war 

b. The entire German 6
th

 Army was captured  

c. Hereafter the Soviets were slowly driving the Germans back into Eastern 

Europe and eventually Germany  

3. Battle of Kursk  

a.  The largest tank battle in history 

b. Furthered turned the tide on the Eastern Front   

4. The Red Army not only reconquered its lost territory but “liberated” Eastern Europe 

as it pushed into Germany from the East  

G. The Opening of the Second Front in France 

1. Operation Overlord 

2. Commanded by Dwight D. Eisenhower  

3. The Americans wanted it as early the spring of 1943 

a. The British remembered the slaughter on the Western Front during World 

War I and were hesitant to begin with  

b. FDR and Chief of Staff George C. Marshall realized Germany could only 

be defeated once France was invaded and a second front opened  

4. A very complex operation that could have easily failed 

a. An amphibious operation dropping soldiers off onto a beach with only one 

direction to go  

b. Weather and tides (low) narrow possible windows of operation  

c. German preparation  
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i. The Germans realized the importance of the cross-Channel 

invasion and the necessity of stopping it on the beaches 

ii. The Germans devoted a lot of resources to the “Atlantic Wall”- a 

network of beach obstacles, pill boxes, heavy guns pre-sighted on 

the beaches, etc.  

d. Deception campaign 

i. The Germans believed the attack would come at the narrowest 

point across the English Channel- Calais 

ii. The British and United States created a fake army with wooden 

airplanes, blow-up tanks, and fictitious radio traffic to continue to 

make the Germans believe the attack would come at Calais 

iii. The Americans then attacked at Normandy 

iv. On the morning of the attack, the Germans were unable to bring up 

their panzer units in the early hours because Hitler was convinced 

the real attack was coming at Calais  

e. The invasion was preceded with bombing of roads, bridges, and rail hubs in 

order to slow down German reinforcements to the beaches 

5. D-Day (6 June 1944) 

a. Night of June 5-6 paratroopers dropped all across Normandy 

i. The plan was to secure vital bridges and crossroads in order to 

slow down the German Army 

ii. The 82
nd

 and 101
st
 Airborne units  

b. Five beaches 

i. Juno: Canadian 

ii. Gold: British 

iii. Sword: British 

iv. Omaha: American 

v. Utah: American 

c. Despite taking heavy casualties, especially at Omaha, the Allies were able 

to establish a beachhead and push inland  

6. Breaking out of northern France 

a. The terrain was ideal for the defensive and the Allies were bottled up more 

than expected 

b. 25 August 1944: American troops liberated Paris  

H. Battle of the Bulge (December 1944)  

1. Hitler’s counter-offensive 

a. Mobilizing resources for one last offensive, the Germans hoped to surprise 

and knock the Americans out of the war 

b. Initial successes because of the element of surprise and poor weather 

conditions neutralized American airpower  

2. Siege at Bastogne  

a. Elements of the 101
st
 Airborne Division were surrounded at this strategic 

crossroads 

b. When asked to surrender, the American commander responded “Nuts!” 

3. The German attack ran out of steam and the end was now inevitable  

I. The push into Germany 

1. The British and Americans were closing in from the west and the Soviets from the 

east  

2. Liberation of concentration camps 

a. February 1945: Americans first encounter concentration camps in Germany 

i. Ex: Dachau, Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald  

b. The conditions of the camps were absolutely appalling 

i. Eisenhower: “I want every American unit not actually on the front 

lines to see this place. We are told that the American soldier does 

not know what it is fighting for. Now, at least, he will know what 

he is fighting against.” 
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c. The Soviets liberated most of the death camps (ex: Auschwitz) because 

most of the untermenchen lived in Eastern Europe  

d. About 10-12 million were killed 

i. About 6 million were Jews 

ii. The others were other untermenschen (“sub humans”) such as 

Slavs, Poles, Russians, homosexuals, gypsies, etc.  

e. Should the United States done more to relieve the concentration camps? 

i. Ex: bomb railroads leading into the camps or launch rescue raids 

ii. The United States believed it was more feasible to win the war as 

soon as possible rather than divers resources 

3. Spring 1945: the decision was made that the Soviets would capture Berlin  

4. The Fall of the Third Reich  

a. Street-to-street, house-to-house fighting in Berlin  

b. 30 April 1945: Hitler committed suicide deep in his bunker in Berlin  

c. 7 May 1945: V-E Day (Victory in Europe) 

 

VII. The Pacific Theater 

A. Early setbacks  

1. Pearl Harbor (7 December 1941) 

2. The Philippines 

a. The Japanese attacked American installations on the archipelago shortly 

after Pearl Harbor 

b. 6 May 1942 surrendered to the Japanese  Bataan Death March 

3. Wake Island, Hong Kong, and Singapore also fell in early in 1942 

B. Battle of the Coral Sea (7-8 May 1942) 

1. First naval battle in history that was fought exclusively by carrier-based aircraft; the 

two fleets did not see one another  

2. Minor American victory  but it started to turn the momentum back in favor of the 

Americans   

C. Battle of Midway (June 1942) 

1. The Japanese wanted to capitalize on their victory at Pearl Harbor by attacking 

neighboring Midway Island 

2. U.S. cryptologists were able to break the Japanese code and new of the impending 

attack on Midway and were thus prepared 

3. In about a 5-minute timespan the battle swung from a American loss to a devastating 

Japanese defeat  

4. The Japanese lost 4 very valuable carriers that could not easily be replaced  

5. Turning point of the Pacific War as the Japanese would be on the defensive for the 

remainder of the war  

D. Guadalcanal (1942-1943) 

1. Vicious jungle fighting 

2. Helped stop a Japanese offensive south toward Australia  

E. Two-pronged “island hopping” strategy 

1. South Pacific: Douglas MacArthur 

2. Central Pacific: Admiral Chester A. Nimitz 

3. By-pass strong points and work towards the Japanese home islands and establishing 

bombing bases 

4. The Japanese barricaded themselves on their islands and fought every inch to the last 

man  

F. The United States sent supplies via Lend-Lease to help the Chinese fight Japan 

G. Battle of Leyte Gulf (1944) 

1. The Japanese fleet in the Philippines was smashed 

2. The U.S. recaptured the Philippines  

H. Battle of Iwo Jima (1945) 

1. Small pork chop-shaped island that would serve as a base for wounded bombers 

returning from raids on Japan  
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2. > 20,000 Japanese killed with 6,000 Marines killed and 17,000 wounded  

3. Famous picture of the Marines raising the American flag atop Mount Suribachi 

I. Battle of Okinawa (1945) 

1. Last Japanese stronghold to conquer before the Japanese home islands (< 350 miles)  

2. The largest island cleared out by American troops 

3. The fighting was particularly intense and foreshadowed what an invasion of Japan 

would look like 

a. But plans were being made for exactly that 

i. Olympic: Honshu- scheduled November 1945 

ii. Coronet: Tokyo Plain- set for spring of 1946  

J. Bombing Japan 

1. American subs destroyed 60% of Japan’s merchant ships  

2. March 1945: fire bombings of Tokyo  

a. Incendiary bombs turned largely wooden buildings into a massive inferno 

b. More than 18 mi
2
 were destroyed and > 80,000 killed  

c. Killed more civilians than Hiroshima 

3. The United States was pulverizing Japanese cities with little regards to precision 

a. After March 1945 8 million were dehoused and at least 900,000 killed 

b. 66 of Japan’s largest cities were devastated  

K. Japanese fighting spirit 

1. Honor and fighting for the collective nation are very important traits in  Japanese 

culture 

2. Surrender was seen as dishonorable, death was preferable 

a. The Japanese soldier fighting to the last man on these small Pacific Islands 

i. Horrific casualties at places like Iwo Jima and Okinawa 

ii. Not unusual for Japanese dead to be >98% because the few 

captured were too injured to either keep fighting or kill themselves  

iii. Makes the fighting more savage  

b. Kamikazes 

i. Suicide pilots  

ii. Means “divine wind” after the storm that destroyed an invading 

Mongol armada  

 

VIII. The Atomic Bomb 

A. The race to build the bomb 

1. Scientific advances made creating a weapon of unimaginable power possible 

a. Ex: Albert  Einstein and E = mc
2
 

b. Other important scientists were Leo Szilard and Enrico Fermi (developed 

the first chain reaction)  

2. There was a great fear the Germans would build the atomic bomb first 

a. April 1939: the Nazis began work  

b. A letter was drafted by prominent scientists and delivered by Einstein to 

FDR to urge the U.S. to start development on the bomb to beat Germany to 

the punch 

c. Fortunately the Nazis did not get there first  

i. This was a nation that would be first to develop rockets and jet 

aircraft so it had the technical ability to accomplish such a great 

scientific breakthrough  

ii. Many Jewish physicists fled Germany and contributed to our 

program 

iii. Hitler dismissed the idea as “Jewish science” and Germany did not 

devote as many resources as needed  

B. Manhattan Project 

1. The U.S. program to build the atomic bomb, began in 1941 

2. Largest government project up to that time 

a. Spent over $2 billion  



 334 

b. Employed 150,000 

c. A tremendous amount of resources was devoted to the Manhattan Project   

3. Headed by General Leslie Groves 

4. Prominent scientists involved  

c. Ex: J. Robert Oppenheimer  

3. Facilities all over the country combing government, the military, and academia  

a. Los Alamos, New Mexico 

b. University of Chicago 

c. Hanford, Washington 

d. Oak Ridge Tennessee  

C. Testing the bomb  

1. 16 July 1945: first atomic device detonated at Los Alamos 

2. The heat was so intense that it turned the surrounding sand into glass  

3. J. Robert Oppenheimer quoted a Hindu proverb: “I am death, destroyer of the 

world.” 

4. The world was now in the nuclear age  

D. Potsdam Conference (July 1945) 

1. Meeting between Truman, Stalin, and Churchill (who would be voted out of office in 

the midst of the conference) 

a. Discussions of what to do about Germany (ex: commitment to try Nazi war 

leaders in war crimes trials)  

b. Wrap up the war with Japan  

c. The relationship between the U.S. and USSR was fraying quickly as the 

common enemy had been defeated and the Cold War was looming  

2. The United States has the bomb now  

a. Truman informed Stalin very vaguely that the U.S. had a weapon of 

unimaginable power  

b. Stalin merely nodded his head as he already know of the bomb’s test via 

espionage  

3. Potsdam Declaration 

a.  Ultimatum to Japan: “surrender or else” 

b. Japan ignored the ultimatum  

E. The decision to drop the bomb on Japan 

1. Fear of a costly invasion of Japan 

a. The Japanese would have fought to the death just like they did on little 

insignificant islands across the Pacific  

b. The Japanese were fairly well-prepared for an invasion  

2. A blockade or continuous bombing of Japan may not have broken the will of the 

Japanese to fight 

3. Idea of detonating a bomb on an uninhabited island to impress Japanese leaders into 

surrender 

a. The bomb was still in a very experimental phase and it is very possible it 

would not have detonated and the U.S. would have egg all over its face 

b. Real possibility of it not impressing the Japanese enough  

4. The Soviets needed to be intimidated because Cold War tensions were already 

beginning  

5. In short, the atomic bomb would save countless lives (both American and Japanese) 

F. Hiroshima and Nagasaki  

1. Hiroshima (6 August 1945) 

a. A single plane, the Enola Gay, dropped a single atomic bomb on Hiroshima  

b. 80,000 were killed and countless others suffered from radiation and fallout  

2. Soviet declaration of war on Japan (8 August 1945) 

a. Immediate successes in Manchuria and northern Korea 

b. Japan was extremely worried about being invaded by the Soviet Union  

3. Nagasaki (9 August 1945) 

a. Another 100,000 were killed 
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b. The Japanese could no longer ignore the consequences of continuing the 

war 

G. The surrender of Japan 

1. 14 August 1945: Japan offered its surrender 

a. The Emperor of Japan did the unthinkable by stepping in and urging his 

people to stop fighting  

2. V-J Day 

a. 2 September 1945 

b. Official surrender of the Japanese aboard the USS Missouri 

 

IX. The Aftermath of World War II 

A. The forces of Nazi fascism and Japanese militarism were stopped 

B. The U.S. ensured its place as the world economic superpower and one of the world’s two 

military superpowers (the USSR) 

1. Much of Europe and Asia were devastated 

2. Unlike other countries, the United States was not severely damaged 

a. None of the war was fought on the 48 continental states  

b. Relatively few casualties (ex: 412,000 vs. 27 million dead in the Soviet 

Union) 

C. Old allies, the U.S. and USSR, soon will be engaged in an ideological struggle known as the 

Cold War, much of it centered over a prostrated Germany  

D. Globalization  

E. End of colonization 

1. Ex: Philippines became independent in 1946 

2. Ex: India- 1947 from Britain 

F. End to isolationism  

1. A stronger, more effective United Nations than the League of Nations 

2. The U.S. would never return to a concept of “Fortress America”   

G. “The Good War” in the United States 

1. About 412,000 Americans were killed 

2. Churchill remarked the U.S. stood at the “summit of the world”  

3. Americans celebrated their role in the war and looked forward to returning to normal 

life 

4. Laura Briggs, wife of serviceman- “We believed everything good about ourselves. 

Life was going to be glorious from now on, because we deserved it. Good times were 

going to go on and on; everything was going to get better. It was just a wonderful 

happy ending.” 
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The Cold War: Origins to the Cuban Missile Crisis, 1917-1962 
 

I. What Was the Cold War? 

A. Ideological difference between the world’s two superpowers  

1. A bipolar world 

a. The United States  

b. The USSR 

2. This was unlike after World War I- a multi-polar world 

a. Germany and Japan were defeated 

b. The other Allies were too beat up  

B. Never became hot (an actual shooting war between the two powers), but there were wars by 

proxy (fighting each other indirectly) ex: the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the Soviet 

War with Afghanistan) 

C. What did it include? 

1. Espionage and covert ops 

2. Arms race 

3. Securing and aiding allies around the world 

4. Even competitions such as the space race and the Olympics  

 

II. Ideological Differences Between Communism and Capitalism/Democracy 

A. Origins of the Cold War 

1. The Russian Revolution and the Russian Civil War  

a. 1917: Vladimir Lenin led the Bolsheviks during the Russian Revolution, 

making Russia the world’s first major communist country 

b. 1918: the United States sent troops to Siberia, Archangel, and Murmansk to 

assist white forces (anti-communist) against the Bolsheviks 

i. Done not only because of ideological reasons but also to get Russia 

back into World War I after it withdrew in the Treaty of Brest-

Litvosk  

2. Joseph Stalin 

a. During the 1920s Joseph Stalin took over after Lenin died 

i. Power struggle with Trotsky  

b. Stalin rapidly modernized the USSR, changing it from an agricultural 

country to an industrial power; but all at a cost 

i. Terror famine in the Ukraine 

ii. Purges of political opponents (vast prison system known as the 

“Gulag Archipelago”) 

3. 1933: the United States finally recognized the Soviet Union 

B. World War II 

1. The United States/Great Britain were able to get along with the USSR because of a 

common enemy: Nazi Germany 

2. Classic case of Machiavelli’s “The enemy of my enemy is my friend.” 

3. Stalin was portrayed as “Uncle Joe” by U.S. propaganda  

4. But the Soviets bore the brunt of the Nazi war machine and did not believe the 

western Allies were not doing enough to win World War II (ex: adamant demands 

for a second front)  

5. The United States ended Lend-Lease aid to the Soviets immediately after World War 

II   

C. Ideological differences 

 

 USSR United States 

Politics 

 

Totalitarian state with a single political 

party: the Communist Party 

Democracy with free elections  

Economics The state owns all property and the means 

of production (ex: factories)  

Market economy, supply and demand 

dictate free enterprise (capitalism) 
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Religion Officially atheist (Lenin said organized 

religion was the “opiate of the masses”) 

Freedom of religion 

Society Closed-totalitarian society 

 

A free, open society  (ex: freedom of press 

and speech) 

 

III. Yalta Conference (February 1945) 

A. In February 1945 the defeat of Nazi Germany was eminent and the question of how to deal 

with the post-war world arose 

B. The last meeting of the “Big Three”: Joseph Stalin, Winston Churchill, and FDR 

C. The four provisions of the Yalta Conference 

1. Creation of a collective security organization: the United Nations 

a. Officially created at the Dumbarton Oaks Conference in 1944 

b. Security Council of five permanent members: China, the United States, the 

Soviet Union, France, and Great Britain  

c. Designed to maintain global peace through collective security  

2. Free elections in Poland  

a. Britain was particularly interested in this because Poland is the reason why they 

entered World War II in the first place (1939) 

b. Stalin wanted solid control of Poland (and Eastern Europe) in order to serve as 

buffer against Western Europe because the USSR was so devastated in World 

War II 

3. Division of Germany and Berlin into four zones of occupation 

a. France, Great Britain, the United States, and the USSR each control a zone of 

occupation 

b. Berlin is actually about 100 miles within the Soviet sector causing problems 

later  

4. The Soviets agree to enter the war against Japan three months after V-E Day 

a. The Soviets actually had a non-aggression pact with Japan early in the war so 

they could concentrate on Germany  

b. The United States at this time did not realize the a-bomb would make a bloody 

invasion of Japan unnecessary though the Manhattan Project was well under 

way 

c. After the atomic bomb Soviet intervention would be a liability rather than a 

support  

 

IV. The Post-War World 

A. Unlike after World War I, the United States played an active role in shaping the post-war 

world 

B. Bretton Woods Conference (1944) established the: 

1. International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

2. World Bank  

C. The United States ended lend-lease aid to the USSR but will do much to rebuild Western 

Europe, Germany, and Japan 

D. 25 April 1945: the United Nations met for the first time 

E. Soviet domination of Eastern Europe 

1. Inevitable because the Red Army had “liberated” these areas during World War II 

2. The USSR is very interested in establishing a buffer to protect itself from future 

attacks 

a. Some 26 million dead during World War II 

b. Countless cities/villages destroyed and well as much of the countryside of 

the western portions of the county 

3. Firm Soviet control and suppression of dissent  

4. Stripped factories and natural resources and shipping them to the devastated Soviet 

homeland 

5. Nations such as East Germany, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Poland, etc. 

became communist satellite states of the USSR until the late 1980s-early 1990s 
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6. Winston Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” Speech (March 1946) 

a. “From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has 

descended across the continent.” 

b. Clearly demonstrated the World War II alliance was over; metaphor used to 

describe Soviet control of Eastern Europe  

F. Weakened colonial powers  newly independent nations 

1. Independence movements 

2. The U.S. vs. USSR for alliances with these new Third World countries 

G. U.S. occupation of Japan 

1. General MacArthur headed the occupation and rebuilding of Japan 

2. Hirohito was kept as a figure head 

3. Transition to a constitutional democracy  

4. War crimes trials like Germany  

H. Baruch Plan: wanted the United States to have a global monopoly of nuclear weapons but was 

shot down by the United Nations  

I. The United States recognized Israel (1948) 

1. Created as a homeland for the Jews 

2. Created problems with the Muslim world that still exist today  

 

V. Germany 

A. What is the post-war fate of Germany? 

1. Difference of opinion in among American policy makers 

a. Ex: Secretary of the Treasury Henry Morganthau wanted to strip Germany 

of all industry and make it an agricultural society that would never again 

threaten European peace again  

b. Some wanted to get Germany back on its feet as soon as possible for trade 

and to counterbalance to Soviet threat in Eastern Europe  

2. The Soviets wanted to permanently cripple Germany  

B. Nuremberg War Crimes Trial 

1. Tried Nazi leaders for their role in the Holocaust and other “crimes against 

humanity” 

2. Many professed they were just “following orders” 

C. Germany, especially Berlin, was the symbolic sticking point of the Cold War because it was 

where East and West collided  

D. Divided into four zones of occupation 

1. The United States, USSR, France, and Great Britain each had a zone 

2. Berlin too was divided, however it was entirely within the Soviet sector 

3. The USSR feared a unified Germany 

E. Berlin Blockade (1948-1949) 

1. The Soviets did not like the Western allies presence in Berlin and wanted to push the 

West’s hand by closing off all of the land entryways into Berlin effectively 

blockading the West Berlin from West Germany  

2. Options 

a. The Americans cannot merely do nothing because of the legacy of 

appeasement and the symbolism of Berlin  

b. An armed convoy to resupply the beleaguered city may provoke a war that 

the West was not prepared to win 

c. Airlift 

3. The West responded with the Berlin Airlift 

a. Known as “Operation Vittles” 

b. Now, the Soviets had to make an offensive/aggressive move, not the 

Americans 

c. >4000 tons of supplies were airlifted into Berlin 

d. Eventually the Soviets were forced to remove the blockade 

e. The airlift succeeded 

4. Truman’s handling of the Berlin Crisis helped contribute to his reelection in 1948 
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F. Division of Germany 

1. East Germany (German Democratic Republic) 

2. West Germany (Federal Republic of Germany) 

a. Included the U.S., British, and French sections  

3. Germany was not reunified until 1990 

 

VI. Containment and the Truman Doctrine 

A. George F. Kennan came up the policy of containment 

1. Communism, especially the Soviet brand of communism, was naturally aggressive 

and expansionistic 

2. If communism was not stopped, or contained, it would continue to spread out of 

control 

3. Articulated in the Long Telegram (1946) and the “Sources of Soviet Conduct” article  

4. Many made the analogy to falling dominos or a cancer  

B. Truman Doctrine (1947) 

1. Great Britain historically had the most influence in the Balkans, but this was no 

longer the case after World War II as Britain informed the U.S. they could no longer 

keep its commitments in Greece  

2. Civil war in Greece, pro-Western forces were battling communist forces 

3. The U.S. gave $400 million to hold off communist forces in Greece and Turkey 

4. Truman Doctrine (1947) 

a. The U.S. would assist “freedom-loving” peoples against communism 

b. “It must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are 

resisting subjugation by armed minorities or outside pressure.” 

c. Truman: “If we falter in our leadership we may endanger the peace of the 

world- and we shall surely endanger the welfare of this nation.”  

d. Very much influenced by the legacy of appeasement; the U.S. will not sit 

idly by while a naturally aggressive USSR expands 

e. Passed by large majorities in Congress, bipartisan  

5. This same reasoning will be used to involve the United States in a variety of conflicts 

from Korea to the Vietnam War 

  

VII. The Marshall Plan  

A. Europe was devastated as a result of Second World War 

1. A great need to physically rebuild 

2. Fear that communism would come in and exploit an opportunity to take root in an 

weakened Western Europe 

B. Why the United States is interested in rebuilding Western Europe 

1. The United States cannot allow communist to take over Western Europe 

2. The sooner Western Europe gets on its feet the sooner it can trade with the U.S. 

C. Secretary of State George C. Marshall  

D. The United States provided some $15 million to rebuild and aid in Western Europe’s 

reconstruction  

E. Even offered to the Eastern bloc and the Soviet Union, but was bluntly turned down because 

the Soviets saw it as a way to loosen their hold on Eastern Europe  

F. Successful 

1. Stopped the spread of communism 

2. Stimulated trade as Europe got back on its feet  

 

VIII. National Security Act (1947) 

A. Passed to meet the changing conditions of the post-war world 

B. Created: 

1. The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 

2. National Security Council (NSC) 

3. Created the Department of Defense which combined the War Department and Navy 

Department  
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4. Joint Chiefs of Staff to better coordinate the different branches of the military  

5. The Air Force as an independent branch of the armed forces  

 

IX. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

A. Created in 1949 a collective security pact of North American and Western European countries 

against possible Soviet aggression 

1. “An attack on one, is an attack on all.” 

2. An excellent example of deterrence 

3. By 1955, it included 15 members, including West Germany  

B. The Soviets created the Warsaw Pact in response (1955)  

1. The Soviet equivalent of NATO  

2. Included Eastern European satellites of the USSR (East Germany, Czechoslovakia, 

Hungary, etc.) 

C. Therefore after the mid-1950s you have two gangs of nations staring each other down, each 

led by one of the superpowers 

D. Other collective security alliances created by the United States 

1. ANZUS (1951): Australia, New Zealand, and the U.S. 

2. Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) 

3. Central Treaty Organization (CENTO)- mostly the Middle East 

4. Organization of American States (OAS)  

 

X. The Twin Disasters of 1949: Communist Control of China and the Soviets Explode their First 

Atomic Bomb 

A. The fall of China 

1. The Nationalists (Chiang Kai-shek- sometimes known as Jiang Jieshi) vs. the 

Communists (Mao Zedong) 

2. The White Paper: the State Department blamed Chiang for the defeat, not for a lack 

of U.S. commitment  

3. Mao and the Communists were victorious 

a. The world’s most populous country became Communist  

b. The People’s Republic of China 

c. The Nationalists fled to Formosa (Taiwan) 

4. The United States increasingly courts Japan as a buffer in Asia  

5. The United States essentially protects Taiwan from the People’s Republic of China  

a. Ex: Ike came to the aid of Taiwan in the 1950s when the Chinese looked as 

if they might invade 

B. The Soviets explode their atomic bomb 

1. The Soviets had a much larger conventional military and the atomic bomb was able 

to neutralize this advantage 

2. When the Soviets acquire the atomic bomb, the U.S. has lost its trump card 

3. The Soviets did this much sooner than most U.S. experts predicted  

C. Repercussions 

1. The United States suddenly feels more threatened by communism 

2. Search for scapegoats for these “losses” 

a. Spies 

b. Communists at home 

3. Future U.S. presidents don’t want to lose ___ like Truman was blamed for losing 

China (ex: Vietnam) 

4. NSC-68 (1950) 

a. Called for a major expansion of American military power (including 

developing the hydrogen bomb) 

b. The U.S. must be more aggressive in dealing with communism  

c. Increased military spending 

i. 1949-1953: defense spending increased 5% 

ii. Defense spending as percent of government spending: 1949-33%, 

1953-60% 
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XI. Anti-Communism at Home 

A. “Better dead than red” 

B. Precursors to the post-World War II Red Scare  

1. Nothing new, remember the Red Scare and the Palmer Raids of the 1920s 

2. Smith Act (1940) 

a. Made it illegal to advocate the overthrow of the government  

b. Used to root out communists after World War II; also fears of Nazi 

sympathizers  

c. Upheld in Dennis v. United States (1949) 

C. Other examples of Red Scare 

1. Amerasia Case (1945): radical journal on East Asian affairs was found to have 

communist editors and to have stolen government documents  

2. McCarran Internal Security Act of 1950: required all communists to register with the 

government  

3. Canadian Spy Ring: Soviet spies were discovered in Canada  

4. Books were banned from local libraries 

5. Use to equate homosexuals with communism- homophobia  

D. Loyalty Oaths 

1. Decision (Executive Order 9835) by Truman to have a loyalty program for federal 

employees 

2. Loyalty Review Broad  

3. Between 1947 and 1952, some 6.5 million Americans were investigated 

4. The FBI kept files on a variety of prominent Americans (ex: Martin Luther King Jr.) 

5. Approximately 6,000 public school teachers and college professors were forced to 

resign  

6. Also done at the state level- outlandish state laws such as professional wrestlers in 

Indiana being required to take a loyalty oath 

7. Even go after atomic scientists such as Robert J. Oppenheimer  

E. House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) 

1. Attacked subversive elements and conducted investigations (ex: the Hollywood Ten) 

2. Led by Richard Nixon 

F. Hollywood 

1. Gary Cooper, Walt Disney, and others said there were communists in Hollywood 

2. Blacklisting of suspected communists 

3. Ronald Reagan made a name for himself rooting out communists in Hollywood 

4. “The Hollywood Ten” 

a. Screenwriters, producers, etc. who were grilled for their political beliefs 

b. Many of them lost their jobs  

5. Anti-communist themes in film 

a. My Son John 

b. I Led Three Lives- TV show 

c. I Married a Communist 

d. In both Them (a film about 12-foot ants) and War of the Worlds (Martians 

invading the Earth), the antagonists were red 

6. Red Channels was a way to inform advertisers of shows that had communist leanings  

G. Alger Hiss Case 

1. Hiss was a State Department official 

2. In testimony before HUAC Whittaker Chambers claimed Hiss a member of the 

Communist Party in the 1930s  

3. Chambers presented incriminating documents stashed in a pumpkin on Chambers’ 

farm (the Pumpkin Papers) to HUAC 

4. Hiss would be convicted of perjury 

5. This case provided lots of I-told-you-so’s from those who claimed the government 

was infiltrated by communists  

H. The Rosenbergs 
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1. Julius and Ethel were nuclear scientists  

2. Found guilty of selling atomic secrets to the Soviets and executed in 1953 

3. Another physicist was caught passing along secrets too- Klaus Fuchs  

I. Senator Joseph McCarthy 

1. McCarthy was a relatively unknown Senator from Wisconsin who understood the 

political power of the anti-communist crusade 

2. February1950: claimed to have a list of  205 communists in the State Department 

when in actuality he had no list  

3. Witch hunts 

4. Congressmen and politicians who challenged McCarthy or seemed soft on 

communism were voted out office 

a. Ex: Milliard Tydings whose Senate committee were very critical of 

McCarthy 

b. Richard Nixon defeated Helen Gahagan Douglas who he called the “Pink 

Lady” 

5. Ike hated him but was reluctant to challenge McCarthy- “I will not get down in the 

gutter with that guy.”  

6. The fall of McCarthy 

a. Failed to find a single communist in the government  

b. Attacked too many highly respected people like George C. Marshall  

c. First nationally televised congressional hearings  

d. Alcoholism was taking over McCarthy and he increasingly looked 

disheveled and lost credibility  

e. Came to be shunned even by Republicans  

f. 1954: was censured by the Senate after attack the Army 

g. Died of alcoholism in 1957  

J. Impact of the Red Scare on the State Department 

1. Many of the Asian experts in the State Department had been scared away; they 

would have been helpful in formulating (or completely avoiding) a successful policy 

in Vietnam  

K. Probably accounts for the delayed take-off of the women’s, civil rights movements  

 

XII. The Korean War (1950-1953) 

A. After World War II, Korea was divided along the 38
th

 parallel because the Soviets had rolled 

into the northern half of the peninsula at the end of the war  

1. North Korea 

a. Led by Kim Il-Sung 

b. Communist 

2. South Korea 

a. Led by Syngman Rhee 

b. Not democratic, but not communist 

B. 25 June 1950: North Korean forces launched a surprise attack across the 38
th

 parallel with the 

encouragement of the USSR  

1. Truman had already “lost” China and did not want to appear to appease the 

Communists  

2. So the decision was made to defend South Korea  

C. American forces were immediately dispatched to assist the South Koreans 

1. Pushed back to Pusan, almost entirely off the peninsula before they stopped the 

communist juggernaut  

2. The United States slowly pushed back the North Koreas, especially after the Inchon 

Landings behind enemy lines  

3. The United States pushed all the way up the peninsula to the Yalu River (the Chinese 

border) 

D. Hundreds of thousands of Chinese “volunteers” entered the fray  

E. Douglas MacArthur wanted to bomb targets in China and use Chinese Nationalists 

1. 1951: Harry Truman removed MacArthur from command because of insubordination 
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2. Important because it demonstrated the importance of civilian control of the military  

3. MacArthur returned home to ticker tape parades as hero 

a. “Old soldiers never die, they just fade away” speech to Congress 

b. Truman’s popular sagged as a result (a mere 23% approval rating in the 

Gallup Poll) 

F. Stalemate with no end in sight 

G. The end of the Korean War  

1. Election of 1952: Eisenhower promised to end the Korean War 

2. Finally in 1953, the Korean War ends 

a. The status quo is maintained, the border remained the 38
th

 parallel, basically 

a ceasefire  

H. Legacy of the Korean War 

1. North and South Korea are still polar opposite countries  

2. Today the 38
th

 parallel (Demilitarized Zone) is one of the most heavily fortified 

borders in the world  

3. North Korea is undoubtedly the world’s most hard-core communist country today 

who still believe the war is not over 

4. The “Forgotten War” 

a. Overshadowed by World War II and Vietnam, but the Untied States took 

heavy casualties in just three years 

b. Approximately 140,000 Americans were killed or wounded  

 

XIII. Eisenhower, Dulles, and the New Look 

A. Election of 1952: Eisenhower (R) easily defeated Adlai Stevenson (D) 

B. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles and nuclear weapons 

1. Did not merely want to contain communism but “roll back” communism 

2. Massive retaliation 

a. The United States would respond with nuclear weapons to Soviet 

aggression 

b. Establishment of Strategic Air Command (SAC) to constantly have 

bombers in the air ready to launch strikes in the Soviet Union  

c. MAD (Mutually Assured Destruction): the ultimate form of deterrence 

because if one side used nukes, the other side would too- both sides would 

be losers  

d. “Brinksmanship” 

3. “More bang for the buck” 

a. Decrease the size of conventional military forces (ex: tanks) and expand the 

nuclear arsenal 

b. A major component of the “New Look” policy 

4. Talked of “rolling back” communism  

5. Big believers in the Domino Theory  

C. Failed Hungarian revolt (1956) 

1. The Hungarian people rose up against Soviet rule and were ruthlessly put down by 

the Soviets 

2. The United States failed to provided assistance much to the dismay of the Hungarian 

rebels who counted on U.S. support  

3. Ended Dulles’ dream of rolling back communism  

D. Suez Crisis (1956) 

1. Egyptian president Gamal Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal 

2. Britain and France both sent troops to Egypt 

3. Ike convinced both countries to withdraw before the Soviets became involved but it 

strained relations with Britain and France  

E. CIA covert actions 

1. Radio Free Europe and Voice of America to spread propaganda in Eastern Europe  

2. Iran: sponsored a coup to overthrow the leftist Mossadegh government  
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3. Guatemala: toppled the leftist dictator Jacobo Árbenz who had seized land belonging 

to the United Fruit Company and redistributed it to peasants  

4. Removal of Patrice Lumumba in the Congo (Zaire)  

5. Attempts to assassinate Castro in Cuba  

F. By 1960 the U.S. was involved in a dozen alliances such as NATO  

1. Ex: Southeast Asian Treaty Organization (SEATO) 

G. Eisenhower Doctrine 

1. The U.S. was especially concerned about expansion of communism into the region 

because of oil  

2. The United States pledged military and economic assistance to Middle Eastern 

nations threatened by communism 

3. Iran  

4. Ex: 1958 intervention in Lebanon- wanted to show commitment to the region   

H. Peaceful Coexist 

1. Eisenhower did a good job of working with Nikita Khrushchev who replaced Stain in 

1955 

2. Ex: Khrushchev came to the U.S. and Eisenhower was supposed to go to the USSR 

in 1960 

3. Kitchen Debates with Nixon  

I. Eisenhower’s Farewell Address (1961) 

1. Warned of the growing power of the “military-industrial complex”  

2. “In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of 

unwarranted influence whether sought or unsought by the military-industrial 

complex.”  

 

XIV. Sputnik and the Space Race 

A. Sputnik 

1. 4 October 1957: the Soviets launch the world’s first satellite into space (Sputnik) 

2. Only 184 lbs 

3. Makes an ominous beeping sound as it orbited the Earth 

4. Stunning because the United States believed it was far more technologically 

advanced than the Soviet Union 

5. U.S. response 

a. The United States created the National Aeronautic and Space 

Administration (NASA) 

b. A U.S. attempt soon thereafter to get into space failed (“kaputnik”) 

c. National Defense and Education Act (1958) 

i. Emphasis on math, science, and foreign languages 

ii. Resulted in a decline of Dewey’s progressive education  

iii. Birth of the Advanced Placement program  

6. Fear of a “missile gap” with the Soviet Union 

B. The Space Race  

1. Man in space 

a. 1961: Yuri Gagarin was the first man in space, another stunning Soviet 

accomplishment 

b. That same year Alan Shepard is the first American in space 

c. JFK promised to put a man on the moon by the end of the decade 

2. Early U.S. space ventures  

a. Vanguard (1961) exploded 

b. Explorer was the first U.S. satellite to orbit space  

c. John Glen  

d. Apollo missions  

3. Neil Armstrong will be the first man on the moon (1969) 

 

XV. The Hydrogen Bomb, Missiles, and Protection at Home 

A. The Hydrogen Bomb 
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1. Developed in 1952 by Dr. Edward Teller 

2. Many times more powerful than the bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

3. Fusion rather than fission generates the power  

B. Intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) 

1. Developed at the end of the 1950s 

2. Long-range bombers were no longer needed to destroy targets and virtually nothing 

could be done to stop incoming missiles 

3. Americans fear a “missile gap” 

a. Major issue in the Election of 1960 

b. In reality there is a “missile gap”, the United States had many more ICBMs 

than the Soviets  

C. For the first time in human history mankind could completely destroy itself in an afternoon 

D. Protection at home 

1. The Office of Civil Defense was created in 1950 

2. Government pamphlets such as “You Can Survive” and “Atomic Attack” 

3. Duck and cover drills 

4. Bomb shelters were built both in public buildings and on private property  

5. Americans had a perverse fascination with the bomb  

E. Fear of the effects of fallout  

1. Alarming levels of radiation found in food, water, etc. 

2. Apocalyptic novels such as Nevil Shute’s On the Beach (1957) 

3. Lucky Dragon incident  

a. Japanese fishermen on the Lucky Dragon suffered from fallout from a far-

distant hydrogen bomb blast  

4. National Committee for a SANE Nuclear Policy (SANE) 

a. In 1960 more than 15,000 gathered at Madison Square Garden to protest the 

arms race and atmospheric testing  

5. Atomic Test Ban Treaty of 1963 

a. Prohibited atmospheric testing of atomic bombs 

b. Influenced by the Cuban Missile Crisis 

 

XVI. U-2 Spy Incident (May 1960) 

A. The United States wanted “open skies” in 1955 in order to spy on the Soviet Union because it 

is such a closed society; the Soviets naturally rejected this idea  

B. The U-2 

1. The U.S. had developed a supersonic, high-altitude plane: the U-2 

2. Flew missions in Soviet air space gathering intelligence and taking pictures 

3. Really angered the Soviets because it flew too high too fast to shoot down  

C. Francis Gary Powers was shot down during a mission over the USSR 

D. Paris Summit (May 1960) 

1. The United States had denied U-2 flights 

2. Meeting between Nikita Khrushchev and Eisenhower ended when news of the U-2 

incident breaks 

 

XVII. Cuba 

A. Cuba before the Revolution  

1. Lots of U.S. tourism and influence 

2. Led by Fulgencio Batista 

B. The Cuban Revolution  

1. 1959: Fidel Castro led a revolution, overthrew the Batista government  

2. Castro was determined to free Cuba of U.S. influence and shifted toward 

communism  

3. Castro naturally looked to the USSR for protection, aid, etc. 

4. The USSR naturally looked to Cuba as an ally in the Western Hemisphere 

5. Assisted by Che Guevarra  

C. The United States could not permit communist presence in the Western Hemisphere 
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1. Operation MONGOOSE 

a. CIA-sponsored attempts to eliminate Castro 

b. Included bizarre attempts to kill Castro with exploding seashells, lacing his 

food with LSD, or slipping him something to make his beard fall out 

2. Bay of Pigs Invasion (April 1961) 

a. The CIA trained Cuban exiles for an invasion of Cuba in order to overthrow 

Castro 

b. Vastly overestimate the Cuban people’s willingness to overthrow Castro 

c. Planned under the Eisenhower Administration but was one of the first major 

events of JFK’s administration; a massive failure  

d. Failed in part because JFK refuse to provide air support 

e. A complete disaster, and the Cubans began to look more to the USSR for 

protection  

3. Embargo of Cuba  

D. Cuban Missile Crisis (October 1962)  

1. The Soviets wanted to place missiles in Cuba so it could deter the United States by 

being able to hit targets in more than 90% of the United States 

2. There are also 42,000 Soviet troops scattered across Cuba  

3. October 1962: U-2 flight spotted missile launch sites being built, no missiles were 

actually in Cuba yet (but that was not yet 100% established)  

4. The United States cannot allow for this gun being pointed at its head 

5. U.S. options 

a. Invasion 

b. Air strikes 

c. Both options risk world war 

d. Fortunately, unlike the Bay of Pigs invasion, there are devil’s advocates 

(one who points out the flaws of a dominant position-prevents groupthink) 

and both options are struck down 

6. The United States imposed a blockade of Cuba to prevent missiles from being 

shipped into Cuba 

a. JFK called it a “quarantine” because a blockade is technically an act of war 

b. Now the ball is in the Soviet’s court 

7. Soviet ships approach Cuba but turn around before they reach the blockade line 

8. Resolution 

a. The Soviets will not put missiles on Cuba 

b. The U.S. will remove outdated missiles from Turkey and promised not to 

invade Cuba  

9. This was likely the closest that the world has come to nuclear holocaust 

10. Dean Rusk: “We’re eyeball to eyeball and I think the other fellow just blinked.”  

11. Khrushchev will lose face and will be out of power in little more than a year  

E. Cuba today  

1. Castro is still in power and Cuba is still communist 

2. U.S. embargo of Cuba continues  

 

XVIII. The Berlin Wall 

A. Perhaps the most symbolic difference between East and West in the Cold War 

B. It was embarrassing to the Soviets that people were leaving in large numbers from the Eastern 

bloc to the West 

1. Included a great deal of educated, skilled people (“brain drain”) 

2. In 1961 Nikita Khrushchev decided to build a wall in Berlin to prevent this exodus 

C. JFK came to Berlin 

1. Speech to the people of Berlin in which he declared “Ich bien Berliner” 

2. JFK meant to say “I am a Berliner” but said “I am a jelly donut” 

D. Hundreds of people risked their lives to escape to the West 

E. The Berlin Wall remained until November 1989 
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XIX. Legacy of the Cold War  

A. The Cold War lasted for 50 years till the Soviet Union finally collapsed (25 December 1991) 

B. Hundreds of thousands of lives were lost despite the fact that the United States never actually 

fought the Soviet Union  

1. The U.S. fought communism in Korea, Vietnam, and a variety of places around the 

globe 

2. But both sides managed to avoid nuclear war  

C. Communism as an economic system ultimately failed 

1. Today only Vietnam, China, Cuba, Albania, and North Korea are communist; all of 

varying degrees  
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Post-War Affluence, 1946-1960 
 

I. Post-War Anxiety and Optimism  

A. Anxiety  

1. Fear of a return to the Great Depression 

a. After all, it was World War II that brought the United States out of the 

Great Depression 

b. Brief economic hangover in 1946  

i. Common after wars because of the conversion from a wartime 

economy to a peacetime economy 

ii. End of wartime price controls  ↑ inflation  

iii. Wave of strikes after the war (ex: railroads)  

iv. But the economy quickly rebounded 

2. A new, untested President- Harry Truman  

3. The Cold War  

a. The first generation in history where mankind could destroy itself in an 

afternoon 

b. Not only atomic warfare but communist aggression abroad and fears of 

communism at home were strong  

B. Optimism  

1. In 1941, Life Magazine called this century the “American Century”- Americans had 

optimistic hopes for the future 

2. Americans had just won the Second World War  

3. Sense of making up for lost time from the Great Depression and the War  

C. Servicemen’s Readjustment Act (1944) 

1. Better known as the G.I. Bill 

2. Provided loans for veterans so they could go to college, establish businesses, etc.  

3. One of the greatest pieces of legislation ever passed by Congress because millions of 

returning veterans made the most of these benefits 

4. Enrollments of American colleges and universities dramatically increased in the ten 

years after World War II  

a. 1940: 216,500 

b. 1950: 497,000 

5. Learned the lessons of the Bonus March (1932) 

a. Provided benefits immediately after the war 

b. Better than a bonus because it was an investment in the future that resulted 

in immeasurable societal benefits  

 

II. Prosperity  

A. Economic superpower 

1. Contrary to initial fears, the period from 1945 to 1970 was perhaps the most 

prosperous in American history; more prosperous than the “Roaring Twenties” 

2. The American people achieved the highest standard of living in the history of the 

world  

3. The U.S. had only 6% of the world’s population but yet had 40% of the wealth 

4. The GNP grew 250% between 1945 and 1960 

5. Rise of white-collar workers 

6. Low unemployment  

7. Percent of total global production produced by the United States 

a. 57%: steel 

b. 62%: oil 

c. 80%: automobiles  

B. Reasons for Affluence   

1. U.S. territory was not only spared physical destruction, the economy during World 

War II thrived  

a. Ex: no bombings or invasion  
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b. However, much of Europe and Asia was devastated 

c. The American economy boomed as a result of World War II (ex: Lend-

Lease)  

2. Improved technology 

a. The development of computers (IBM) 

b. Atomic energy  

c. Improved agricultural efficiency 

i. Mechanization 

ii. Pesticides such as DDT  

d. Improved medical technology 

i. Penicillin 

ii. Vaccines for diseases such as Whooping Cough and Polio  

e. Military technology was applied to the civilian sector  

i. Ex: radar 

3. Pent-up consumer demand  

a. During the Depression and World War II Americans went without, now 

they were ready to live the good life 

b. The baby boomers increased consumer demand 

c. $140 million was spent on breath mints alone 

4. Increased government and military spending 

5. Growth of suburbs stimulated industries such as automobiles, construction, and 

service industry (ex: fast food) and vice versa  

a. 15 million houses were constructed between 1945 and 1955 

6. Improved education  

C. Other sectors of the economy 

1. The 1950s was a golden decade for labor unions 

2. Rural areas struggled 

a. Decline of the family farm  

b. People continued to leave rural areas  

3. Minorities and women did not share in the prosperity as they earned significantly 

less than white males  

 

III. Harry Truman’s Presidency (1945-1953) 

A. Harry Truman  

1. Senator from Missouri, relative unknown before FDR nominated Truman as his vice 

president  

2. Became president after the death of FDR (12 April 1945) 

3. Motto: “The Buck Stops Here” 

4. His administration was dominated by the Cold War 

B. Congressional mid-term elections in 1946 

1. The Republicans regained dominance of both houses of Congress 

2. Made Truman’s term very difficult 

a. He was unable to pass as much legislation was he wanted 

b. Truman had the third most vetoes in presidential history  

c. Not only were Republicans not in a cooperative mood, neither were 

Southern Democrats  

3. Congressmen Robert Taft (R) 

a. Leader of the Republicans- known as “Mr. Republican” 

b. “We have got to break the corrupting idea that we can legislate prosperity, 

legislate equality, and legislate opportunity.” 

C. Taft-Hartley Act (1947) 

1. Provisions 

a. Limited the power of organized labor by making illegal the closed shop 

(working place in which no one can be hired without first being a member 

of a union) 

b. Forbids unions from making political contributions 
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2. The Republican Congress overrode Truman’s veto 

D. The Fair Deal  

1. Truman’s domestic program 

2. Increased minimum wage and spending for education  

3. Extended social security benefits 

4. Was unable to pass much of his program because of Republican opposition 

a. Most notably failed to pass national healthcare insurance 

5. Advances in civil rights  

a. Ex: desegregation of the armed forces 

b. “To Secure These Rights” 

c. Desegregation of the armed forces 

d. Federal anti-lynching law 

e. Took a much more active role than FDR  

E. Election of 1948 

1. The candidates 

a. Harry Truman (D)  

i. The Democrats were divided and Truman stirred little enthusiasm  

b. Thomas Dewey (R)  

i. Stiff and aloof, appeared elitist, lacked charisma 

ii. Was way too overconfident, especially as polls predicted a Dewey 

victory (ex: did not vigorously campaign at the end of the 

campaign) 

c. Henry A. Wallace (Progressive) 

i. Drew off liberals who felt Truman did not do enough 

ii. Actually good for the Democrats as it the more radical members of 

the party defected  

d. Strom Thurmond (Dixiecrat) 

i. The Dixiecrats were Southerners opposed to Truman’s civil rights’ 

initiatives   

ii. Foreshadowed the complete defection of Southern Democrats 20 

years later  

2. Despite being an incumbent, Truman was a huge underdog and went on a nationwide 

speaking tour drumming up support (“Give ‘em Hell Harry!” 

3. Truman won reelection in a shocker  

a. Truman was probably the only one who believed he would win 

b. Famous picture of the Chicago Tribune printing newspapers with the 

headline “Dewey Defeats Truman” 

c. 303 (Truman) vs. 189 (Dewey) vs. 39 (Thurmond)  

F. Truman had a very difficult second term 

1. Limited gains with the Fair Deal  

2. The Cold War increasingly consumed his attention  

a. McCarthyism 

b. The Korean War (1950-1953) 

3. Truman had an extremely low approval rating when he left office in 1953 

G. Historical legacy: historians judge Truman to be a great or “near-great” President  

 

IV. Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961) 

A. Dwight D. Eisenhower 

1. World War II hero (Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces) 

2. Courted by both Democrats and Republicans  

3. Had a grandfatherly façade 

4. Personable- “Ike” 

B. Election of 1952 

1. Eisenhower (R) vs. Adlai Stevenson (D) 

2. The Republicans convinced Eisenhower to run for president 

3. Richard Nixon  
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a. Eisenhower chose Richard Nixon as his running mate to appeal to hard-line 

anti-communists 

b. Nixon’s “Checker’s Speech” 

i. Nixon was accused of taking illegal campaign contributions and 

Eisenhower thought of dropping Nixon from the ticket 

ii. Nixon responded with a nationally televised speech 

iii. In it Nixon diffused the situation- “… it was a little cocker spaniel 

dog in a crate that he’d sent all the way from Texas. Black and 

white spotted. And our little girl-Tricia, the 6-year old-named it 

Checkers. And you know, the kids, like all kids, love the dog and I 

just want to say this right now, that regardless of what they say 

about it, we’re gonna keep it.” 

4. Eisenhower easily defeated Stevenson 

a. For the first time since 1932, a Republican sits in the Oval Office 

5. Election of 1956: Eisenhower defeated Stevenson again 

C. Eisenhower’s Domestic Agenda  

1. Did not have a major domestic agenda like the New Deal or Truman’s Fair Deal  

2. Despite being conservative, he did not roll back New Deal legislation 

a. Ex: Social Security and minimum wage 

b. “Modern Republicanism”  

3. Limited civil rights advances- mainly reacting rather than initiating (ex: Little Rock)  

4. Interstate Highway Act of 1956 

a. Initially consisted of 47,000 miles- the greatest public works project in U.S. 

History  

b. National defense purpose  

i. Ex: evacuating cities 

c. Extremely well-planned 

i. North-South end in 5 

ii. East-West end in 0 

iii. Even researched that green road signs were most visible By 1960 

about 80% of American families owned cars 

d. Facilitated the growth of suburbs and automobile culture  

i. Ex: Irving, Texas 1950- 2,621     1960- 45,489 

e. Facilitated the growth of related industries (ex: automobiles, construction, 

fast food service industries, etc.) 

D. Did a good job of managing the Cold War  

E. Critics of Eisenhower   

1. He was not very intelligent- false- he was not an “intellectual” but had a good handle 

on his administration- especially in defense and foreign policy 

2. That Eisenhower did not work very hard and played too much golf 

a. Bumper sticker at the time: “Ben Hogan For President: If We’re Going to 

Have a Golfer For President, Let’s Have a Good One” 

b. This too was false 

F. Farewell address (1961) 

1. Warned of the growing power of the “military-industrial complex” 

2. “This conjunction of an immense military establishment and a large arms industry is 

new in the American experience. The total influence – economic, political, even 

spiritual – is felt in every city, every Statehouse, every office of the Federal 

government. We recognize the imperative need for this development. Yet we must 

not fail to comprehend its grave implications. Our toil, resources and livelihood are 

all involved; so is the very structure of our society.   In the councils of government, 

we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or 

unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of 

misplaced power exists and will persist.” 

G. Eisenhower was popular when he left office and historians have a very favorable view of the 

Eisenhower administration 
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V. Suburbia 

A. Shortage of housing 

1. Was not unusual for people to have more than the nuclear family in a dwelling  

2. Decreased housing construction during the Depression and World War II 

B. Increase dramatically after World War II 

1. Returning veterans and young families 

2. Larger houses that are more affordable 

3. Sense of community 

4. Enabled by the automobile 

5. 1940: only 20% lived in suburbs  

6. By 1960, 1/3 of Americans live in suburbs 

C. Increased home ownership 

1. Low-interest government loans 

a. Ex: the Veterans’ Administration (VA) and Federal Housing Authority 

(FHA) 

2. William Levitt  

a. Brought mass production and assembly line techniques to the building of 

houses 

b. Ex: one team would lay down the slab and then proceed down the street 

followed by the next team  

c. “Levittown” in New York and another in Pennsylvania  

3. Homebuilders often required only small down payments  

4. By 1960 ¼ of all houses had been built since 1950  

5. 1945: < 50% families owned homes 

6. 1960: > 60% families owned homes  

D.  “White flight”: whites leaving the cities for the suburbs 

1. This is why inner cities tend to be poorer and dominated by minorities  

2. Ex: compare the demographics of Dallas ISD vs. Plano ISD or any other suburban 

district  

3. Enabled by the automobile  

4. “Chocalate cites, vanilla suburbs”  

E. Slow demise of downtowns and the rise of strip malls in suburbs 

 

VI. Rise of the Sunbelt 

A. The Sunbelt stretches from California to Virginia 

B. Growth of the West and the South in both population and prosperity 

1. States such as Florida, California, and Texas explode in population  

2. Corresponding decline of the “Rust Belt” (Ohio, Pennsylvania, etc.) 

3. Benefit from increased military bases and government spending  

a. Ex: look at the number of military bases in the South 

4. In 2000, out of the top ten most populous cities in the United States, six are in the 

Sunbelt 

5. Shift of political power 

a. Since 1964 many presidents have been from sunbelt states: LBJ (Texas), 

Nixon (California), Carter (Georgia), Reagan (California), Bush (Texas), 

Clinton (Arkansas), and George W. Bush (Texas) 

b. And with the exception of California lately, the Sunbelt tends to be 

conservative and vote Republican  

C. Cities such as Atlanta, Houston, Dallas, and Los Angeles are different than older cities (ex: 

New York City and Boston) because they rely much more on the automobile than public 

transportation 

D. Reflected in the move of professional sports teams 

1. Late 1950s: the Brooklyn Dodgers moved to Los Angeles and the New York Giants 

to San Francisco  

2. Today, 10 teams of the National Hockey League are from the Sunbelt 
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VII. The Baby Boomers 

A. One of the most important demographic trends in American history  

1. Between 1946 and 1964, some 76 million kids were born 

2. In the postwar years, the American population became considerably younger  

3. The post-war birthrate peaked in 1957 

B. Polio 

1. Polio is a disease that can paralyze or cripple the victim 

a. Mainly strikes children  

2. Jonas Salk developed the polio vaccination in 1955 

a. 58,000 cases in 1952 

b. Only 910 in 1962 

C. Reflected in popular books such as Dr. Benjamin Spock’s The Common Sense Book of Baby 

and Child Care (1946) 

1. Sold more than 1 million copies per year in the 1950s  

2. More emphasis on mothers than fathers 

3. Should subordinate your needs to your children’s  

D. Explosion of things such as Little Leagues and the need for school teachers 

E. Consumer demand and trends changed  

F. The United States will soon be feeling the crunch of the baby boomers becoming senior 

citizens and drawing social security benefits 

 

VIII. Women and the Family  

A. Many women returned to the home after World War II and had children 

B. “Cult of domesticity”: glorification of women as mother and homemaker  

1. “Momism” 

2. Values were reflected in television shows such as Leave It to Beaver, Father Knows 

Best, and Ozzie and Harriet  

3. The bestseller of 1956 was Betty Crocker’s Cookbook 

4. But by 1960 40% of women (1/3 of  married women) worked outside the home 

C. Marriage 

1. Increasing marriage rates 

a. People were getting married at younger ages 

i. Average age: male 22 

ii. Average age: female 20  

b. Older couples playing catch-up  

2. The stigma of being single 

a. Only 9% believed that single people could be happy 

b. Single people were looked down upon 

3. Helped contribute to the postwar baby boom 

4. Women either married their high school sweetheart or went to college to find “Mr. 

Right” 

5. Idea that women went to college to get their “Mrs.” Degree  

D. Betty Friedan and The Feminine Mystique (1963) 

1. Criticized women’s role in society as homemaker and that women were quite 

unhappy and unfulfilled 

2. “Each suburban wife struggled with it alone. As she made the beds, shopped for 

groceries, matched slipcover material, ate peanut butter sandwiches with her 

children, chauffeured Cub Scouts and Brownies, lay beside her husband at night — 

she was afraid to ask even of herself the silent question — ‘Is this all?’” 

E. Beginning of a loosening of sexual behavior and norms 

1. The double standard of “good girls” and “bad boys” 

2. Stigma of premarital sex and teen pregnancy  

3. Hugh Hefner and Playboy 

a. Established in 1953 and the editors noted it would provide “a little diversion 

from the uncertainty of the Atomic Age” 
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b. Marilyn Monroe was the first centerfold  

4. Steamy novels like Peyton Place (1956) by Grace Metalious  

5. Alfred Kinsey published controversial findings on human sexuality 

a. Sexual Behavior in the Human Male (1948) 

b. Sexual Behavior in the Human Female (1953) 

c. Revealing information about subjects such as masturbation, homosexuality, 

adultery, premarital sex, etc. and that these rates were higher than society 

believed  

6. Homosexuality 

a. Discrimination against “queers”, “faggots”, “queens”, etc.  

b. At this time homosexuality was still deemed a mental disorder  

7. “The Pill” 

a. Approved by the FDA in 1960  

b. By the end of 1962 2.3 million women were taking the Pill  

8. By no means is it the “sexual revolution” of the late 1960s, but it was a shift towards 

that  

 

IX. Culture of the Fifties  

A. Consumer culture 

1. End of the spendthrift ways of the 1930s and World War II 

2. Rise of the service industry 

a. Fast food  

i. McDonalds- elevated to prominence by Ray Kroc 

ii. Other fast food franchises were founded at this time such as Taco 

Bell, Burger King, and In-and-Out  

b. Motels 

i. Ex: Holiday Inn and Howard Johnson  

c. Increased chain stores and a decline in mom-and-pop stores  

d. Rise in household appliances 

i. Very much went with the growth of suburbia and the woman’s 

place at home 

ii. Ex: dishwashers, washing machines, and televisions 

iii. “Tupperware parties” were popular  

3. Credit cards such as American Express and Sears & Roebuck  

4. Sparked a variety of fads such as hula hoops, poodle skirts, 3-D movies, and drive 

thru movies 

5. Contributed to the postwar prosperity 

B. Religion 

1. Increased church attendance 

a. Contrast with godless communism 

b. Anxieties that came with the Cold War 

2. It is no coincidence in the 1950s “One Nation Under God” was added to the Pledge 

of Allegiance and “In God We Trust” to the money 

3. Norman Vincent Peale’s The Power of Positive Thinking was a best seller 

4.  Other prominent evangelists included Oral Roberts and Billy Graham  

C. Teenagers 

1. First major generation where teenagers were really a distinctive age group 

a. Beginning of the decade they were relatively like their parents 

b. Dress and slang 

c. Increasingly distinct by the end of the decade heading into the 1960s 

i. Look Magazine remarked “Many parents are in a state of confusion 

or despair about their teenagers. And they don’t know exactly what 

to do about it.”  

ii. Grew up in a time of prosperity and peace unlike their parents  
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2. Teenagers as consumers 

a. Advertisers targeted teenagers who were not only a distinct demographic 

group but also had money to spend 

b. Ex: mid-1950s teenagers were purchasing 43% of all records  

3. Many exaggerated reports of increased juvenile delinquency and restless youth  

a. Movies such as Blackboard Jungle (1955) 

i. During the film Bill Haley and the Comets’ “Rock Around the 

Clock” was played during a scene of youths acting wildly, became 

an anthem of youthful rebellion  

b. Personified by James Dean in movies such as Rebel Without a Cause (1955) 

and Marlon Brando in The Wild One 

i. Brando’s character is asked what he is rebelling against: he 

responds “What d’ya got?” 

4. But overall the children of the Fifties were a passive group 

a. Especially compared to the teenagers of the Sixties  

b. The “Silent Generation” 

i. In hindsight the generation was compliant 

ii. Ex: did not protest the Korean War  

5. Definitely very different than the youth of the late 1960s 

D. Television 

1. Increasing number of television sets 

a. In 1946 there were only 17,000 sets in the United States 

b. Initially expensive household appliances  

c. By 1957 there were some 40 million 

d.  By 1960 90% of American households owned televisions  

2. Networks 

a. American Broadcasting Company (ABC) 

b. Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) 

c. National Broadcasting Company (NBC) 

d. Initially limited nighttime hours 

i. Ex: until September 1963 the nightly news was only 15 minutes  

3. Influenced politics 

a. The Army-McCarthy hearings brought down Joseph McCarthy  

b. JFK very much was helped by televised debates in the Election of 1960; he 

was much more telegenic than Richard Nixon  

c. Candidates began running televised ads and understood reaching a mass 

audience  

4. Popular shows 

a. Westerns such as Bonanza, Gunsmoke, Have Gun- Will Travel 

b. Quiz shows such as The $64,000 Question and Twenty-One 

c. Live shows such as American Bandstand and The Ed Sullivan Show, and 

The Mickey Mouse Club  

d. Sit-coms  

i. Father Knows Best, The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet, and 

Leave It To Beaver 

ii. Often portrayed the homogeneity of white, middle-class society  

e. I Love Lucy 

i. Featured a zany housewife (Lucille Ball) and her Cuban 

bandleader husband (Desi Arnaz) and all of their antics  

ii. More people tuned into the episode “Lucy Has a Baby” than the 

inauguration of President Eisenhower the next day  

5. Critics of television  

a. That television was a “vast wasteland” 

b. Newton Minnow, chairman of the Federal Communications Commission in 

1961 remarked: “You will see a procession of game shows, violence, 

audience participation shows, formula comedies about totally unbelievable 
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families, blood and thunder, mayhem, violence, sadism, murder, western 

bad men, western good men, private eyes, gangsters, more violence, 

cartoons. And endlessly, commercials- many screaking, cajoling, and 

offending. And most of all, boredom.” 

c. Fears about the educational, social, and community impacts of television  

E. Rock n’ Roll 

1. Influence of the Blues 

a. Future musicians such as Led Zeppelin, the Rolling Stones, and Eric 

Clapton were heavily influenced by blues artists such as Muddy Waters  

b. Sam Philips, music producer: “If I could find a white man with a Negro 

sound, I could make a billion dollars.” 

2. Elvis Presley 

a. Put a white face on black music 

b. Raw sexual energy and appeal (he was only shown from the waist-up on 

The Ed Sullivan Show) 

c. Hits included: “Jailhouse Rock”, “Hound Dog”, “Heartbreak Hotel”, and 

“Don’t Be Cruel” 

3. Other artists 

a. Jerry Lee Lewis: “Great Balls of Fire” 

b. Bill Haley: “Rock ‘Round the Clock” 

c. Chuck Berry: “Johnny B. Goode” 

d. Chubby Checker: “The Twist” 

e. Buddy Holly: “That’ll Be the Day” 

f. Ritchie Valens: “La Bamba” 

4. Fears of Rock ‘n Roll corrupting America’s youth  

a. Sexual vibe and innuendo (ex: Elvis’ gyrating hips)  

b. Association with black people- “Jungle music” 

c. Reverend Albert Carter, Pentecostal minister, 1956- “The effect of rock and 

roll in young people is to turn them into devil worshipers; to stimulate self-

expression through sex; to produce lawlessness, impair nervous stability 

and destroy the sanctity of marriage. It is an evil influence on the young of 

our country.” 

5. 1964: the “British Invasion”- the Beatles come to the United States  

a. They were amazingly popular  

b. John Lennon, Paul McCarthy, George Harrison, and Ringo Starr 

F. Literature of the post-war period 

1. J.D. Salinger: The Catcher and the Rye (1951) 

a. Main character- Holden Caulfield 

b. Holden is very alienated and the book is controversial as it is often banned 

from school libraries  

2. Joseph Heller: Catch-22 (1961) 

3. Ernest Hemmingway: The Old Man and the Sea (1952) 

4. John Steinbeck: East of Eden (1952) 

5. Novels dealing with nuclear apocalypse  

a. On the Beach (1957) by Nevil Schute  

b. Alas, Babylon (1959) by Pat Frank 

G. Other art forms 

1. Painters  

a. Andy Warhol 

b. Jackson Pollock  

i. An abstract expressionist who employed drip painting  

ii. Basically splatter painting  

2. Important playwrights 

a. Tennessee Williams: A Streetcar Named Desire (1947) 

b. Arthur Miller: Death of a Salesman (1949) and The Crucible (1953) 
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H. Critics 

1. Why were there critics if the time period was so prosperous? 

a. Too much conformity 

i. Ex: suburbs- “disturbia” 

ii. People losing their individual identities for the group 

b. Excessive materialism and consumer culture  

c. Banality and shallowness of popular culture  

2. David Riesman: The Lonely Crowd (1950) 

a. Argued Americans were losing their individuality and too much materialism   

3. Critics of corporate life  

a. William H. Whyte: The Organization Man (1956) 

b. C. Wright Mills: The Power Elite (1956) 

a. Argued there was too much influence by corporate leaders  

b. Claimed the modern office was actually more dehumanizing than 

the assembly line 

c. Sloan Wilson: The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit (1956) 

4. Critics of suburbs 

a. Katherine Gordon: The Split-Level Trap (1960)- criticized “disturbia” 

b. Malvina Reynolds  

5. Michael Harrington: The Other America (1962) 

a. Exposed poverty in the United States  

b. “And finally, the poor are politically invisible. It is one of the cruelest 

ironies of social life in advance countries that the dispossessed at the bottom 

of society are unable to speak for themselves.  The people of the other 

America do not, by far and large, belong to unions, to fraternal 

organizations, or to political parties. They are without lobbies of their own; 

they put forward no legislative program. As a group, they are atomized. 

They have no face; they have no voice.... That the poor are invisible is one 

of the most important things about them.  They are not simply neglected 

and forgotten as in the old rhetoric of reform; what is much worse, they are 

not seen....” 

c. Inspired many of LBJ’s Great Society programs  

I. The Beatniks 

1. A prelude to the Counterculture of the 1960s 

a. Originally congregated in Greenwich Village and then headed to San 

Francisco  

b. Rebelled against the conformity, consumer culture, materialism, and 

artistically rebelled against conventional styles  

c. Ex: drug experimentation and dabbling in Eastern religions  

2. Allen Ginsberg 

a. Poet, political radical, and homosexual 

b. Howl 

3. Jack Kerouac: On the Road (1957) 

a. Novel about restless drive across the country  

b. “Boys and girls in America have such a sad time together; sophistication 

demands that they submit to sex immediately without proper preliminary 

talk. Not courting talk- real straight talk about souls, for life is holy and 

every moment is precious.” 

c. “I was halfway across America at the dividing line between the East of my 

youth and the West of my future, and maybe that’s why it happened there 

and then, that strange red afternoon.” 

d. One review of On the Road- “Just as, more than any other novel of the 

Twenties, The Sun Also Rises came to be regarded as the testament of the 

“Lost Generation,” so it seems certain that On the Road will come to be 

known as that of the “Beat Generation.” 

4. Other Beatniks  
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a. William Burroughs 

b. Lawrence Fehrelinghti   

 

 

X. Legacy 

A. Great deal of nostalgia for the Fifties 

1. In 1957, 90% said they were very or pretty happy 

2. Ex: Happy Days, M*A*S*H, LaVerne and Shirley, and movies such as Back to 

the Future 

B. Conservatives longed to return to the values that the Fifties supposedly represented 

C. Liberals saw it as an intolerant, repressive decade 
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“We Shall Overcome”: The Civil Rights Movement, 1945-1968 
 

I. Jim Crow and the South 

A. Began in the 1890s and was made possible by Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 

1. Upheld the constitutionality of “separate but equal” 

2. Also showed the South that the federal government was no longer interested in 

protecting African-Americans; thus the white South could do whatever to 

African-Americans 

a. Jim Crow  

b. Voting restrictions 

c. Lynchings  

B. Jim Crow dictated every aspect of day-to-day in the South; provided for a wide range of 

separate facilities for whites and blacks 

1. Seating in theaters (blacks sat in the balconies- “nigger heaven”) 

2. Seating on public transportation 

3. Separate water fountains and restrooms 

4. Blacks often had to pick up their food at the back door of restaurants 

5. Schools 

a. 1949-1950 school year: Mississippi spent only 26% on black education 

what it spent on whites 

C. Southern “justice” 

1. Lynchings were a real fear for African-American males, especially between 

1890 and 1915 

2. “Legal lynchings”: speedy but unfair trials of black defendants being tried and 

convicted by all-white juries 

D. Restrictions on voting 

1. VOTING IS POWER!!! 

2. Grandfather clauses 

a. If your grandfather had been ineligible to vote, they you could not vote 

either  

b. Struck down in Guinn v. Oklahoma (1915) 

3. Poll taxes 

4. Literacy tests 

5. “Understanding” clauses:  

a. Essentially a more complicated literacy test 

b. For example, blacks would be asked to read and explain the meaning of a 

particular section of the Mississippi State Constitution 

6. White primary 

a. Probably the most clever of all the voting restrictions 

b. The Democratic Party was the only competitive election in the South and 

the Democratic primary was actually more important than the general 

election vs. the Republicans 

c. Stated that the Democratic Party was a private organization and thus could 

exclude who it wished (blacks) 

E. Widely supported and enforced 

1. “One crime that warrants lynching, and Governor as I am, I would lead a mob to 

lynch a Negro who ravished a white woman”  

– Governor of South Carolina, “Pitchfork” Ben Tillman (1892) 

2. “Don’t monkey with white supremacy; it is loaded with determination, 

gunpowder, and dynamite.”  

– Vicksburg Commercial Herald, May 1889 

3. “(Education) simply renders him unfit for the work of the white man has 

prescribed, and which he will be forced to perform… the only effect is to spoil a 

good field hand and make him an insolent cook.”  

– Senator James K. Vardaman of Mississippi (1895) 

F. SEPARATE WAS NEVER EQUAL!!! 
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II. Race: A National Problem 

A. Racial problems had been primarily a Southern problem because relatively few blacks lived 

outside the region before World War I 

B. During both World Wars, there is a demographic shift of blacks leaving the South  

1. To northern cities such as Chicago and Detroit 

2. During World War II to California 

3. Continued after World War II 

C. Race riots in northern cities 

1. Ex: Detroit in 1943 

D. Blacks and the Democratic Party 

1. 1930s: there is a shift from blacks almost exclusively supporting the party of 

Lincoln to the party of FDR 

2. When blacks moved to the North, they did not face the same restrictions they 

did in the South and thus could vote 

3. Beginning with FDR, the Democratic Party begins to court the African-

American vote, especially after World War II 

4. Could be critical in swing states such as Illinois  

5. Today, blacks vote overwhelmingly for the Democratic Party  

 

III. The Impact of World War II 

A. In 1941, A. Philip Randolph threatened a “Negro March” on Washington in protest of 

segregation  

1. FDR responded by desegregating defense industries  

2. Creation of the Fair Employment Practices Commission 

B. Founding of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 

1. Will be very active during the Civil Rights Movement 

2. Ex: sponsoring the Freedom Rides (1961) 

C. Blacks hoped for a “Double Victory”- victory abroad and victory over racism at home 

D. African-Americans fought in segregated units, led by (often incompetent) white officers.  

1. Often relegated to menial labor (ex: cooks, digging ditches, etc.) 

2. Examples of gallantry  

a. Dorie Miller: the cook at Pearl Harbor who shot down a couple of Japanese 

aircraft without any training; later Miller’s ship was sunk and he went down 

with it as a cook 

b. The Tuskegee Airmen  

E. The inconsistency of fighting racism during World War II but the prevalence of racism in the 

United States 

1. The racist policies of Imperial Japan 

2. The “Final Solution”: Nazi Germany’s plan to rid Europe of Jews and other 

untermenchen  

3. But yet there were lynchings and Jim Crow in the United States  

4. Gunnar Myrdal wrote about this in An American Dilemma (1944) 

 

IV. The Cold War’s Impact on Civil Rights 

A. The Cold War quickly became a contest between the United States and the Soviet Union for 

allies around the world, especially in the Third World 

1. "It would be difficult to exaggerate the harm being done to the prestige and 

influence, and indeed to the safety of our nation and the world. Our enemies are 

gloating over this incident and using it everywhere to misrepresent our whole 

nation." 

2. "If the United States merely wants to 'dominate' the world, the atomic bomb and 

the U.S. dollar will be sufficient to achieve that purpose. However, the world 

cannot be 'dominated' for a long time. If the United States wants to 'lead' the 

world, it must have a kind of moral superiority in addition to military 

superiority." - An editorial in a Shanghai newspaper (1948) 
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B. Only about 10% of the world is white 

C. Soviet propaganda was very effective in pointing out America’s racial problems (despite the 

fact the USSR had its own problems with its some 100-110 ethnic groups) 

 

V. Truman and Civil Rights 

A. Truman was a Democrat and interested in helping blacks 

B. “To Secure These Rights” 

1. A committee’s recommendations to combat racism in America 

2. Such as a law making lynching a federal crime, abolition of the poll tax, 

protection of voting rights, etc. 

C. 1947: beginning of the desegregation of the armed forces 

1. Done by executive order (remember, the President is the commander-in-chief) 

2. Proceeded slowly and was not completed until after the Korean War 

3. Leaders in the Army feared integration would do a great deal to harm morale 

and esprit d’corps in units 

4. There is no evidence that racially integrated units hurt morale  

D. The Dixiecrats 

1. Truman’s support for civil rights led to Southern Democrats splitting in 1948 

and forming the Dixiecrats 

2. Nominated Strom Thurmond of South Carolina as their presidential candidate 

3. Thurmond won 39 electoral votes when he picked up Louisiana, Alabama, 

Mississippi, and South Carolina 

4. Ironically, it was African-American support in northern cities that helped 

Truman win a very close election 

 

VI. Jackie Robinson and the Integration of Sports 

A. Blacks were excluded from Major League Baseball and had their own “Negro League” 

1. Teams such as the Kansas City Monarchs 

2. Legendary players such as Josh Gibson and Satchel Paige  

B. In 1947, Robinson was the first to break in the color barrier in Major League Baseball 

1. Jackie Robinson was a tremendous multi-sport athlete at UCLA 

2. Played for the Brooklyn Dodgers 

3. Faced a great deal of harassment but he conducted himself superbly because he 

realized he was breaking the color barrier  

4. Eventual Hall of Famer 

5. Today, Robinson’s #42 is retired by Major League Baseball 

C. 1966: Texas Western defeated Kentucky for the NCAA college basketball national 

championship 

1. Texas Western had an all-black starting five 

2. Kentucky, like many southern schools, fielded all-white teams 

D. In college football, Southern powers such as Alabama were slow to integrate until northern 

and California teams such as Southern California simply have too much speed from their 

black athletes 

 

VII. The Impact of the Supreme Court 

A. The Court began to change its stance from defending Jim Crow (ex: Plessy v. Ferguson 

(1896) and Williams v. Mississippi (1898)) to attacking Jim Crow  

B. Smith v. Alwright (1944): the Court struck down the “white primary” 

C. Thurgood Marshall and other NAACP lawyers devised a strategy to attack segregation in 

education, but by first going after professional and graduate schools 

1. Sweatt v. Painter (1950): dealt with the law school at the University of Texas 

2. McLauren v. Oklahoma (1951): dealt with a graduate program at Oklahoma 

University 

3. Thurgood Marshall will later be the first African-American to serve on the 

Supreme Court 

D. 1953: Eisenhower appointed Earl Warren as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court  
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1. Warren will be much more liberal than Eisenhower anticipated 

2. Will be the second-most important Chief Justice in U.S. History behind John 

Marshall (1801-1835) 

E. Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 

1. The NAACP lawyers presented an interesting argument: the psychological 

impact of segregation on black children 

a. Psychologist Kenneth Clark’s “give me the colored doll experiment” 

b. Black children were presented colored dolls and white dolls and asked to 

assign various attributes to each; positive attributes were consistently given 

to white dolls and negative characteristics to the colored doll  

c. Clark: “These children saw themselves as inferior and they accepted that 

inferiority as reality.” 

2. Overturned Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) and declared “separate but equal” to be 

unconstitutional 

3. Clearly one of the most important Supreme Court cases in United States history  

4. However, the Court did not provide a timeline for desegregation of schools  

Brown II (1955) dictated that desegregation should proceed “with all deliberate 

speed” 

a. Of course, “with all deliberate speed” is very vague and the South dragged 

its feet in the desegregation process 

b. In 1964, only 2% of school districts in the South had been integrated  

F. The White South’s response to Brown  

1. More than 80% opposed desegregation in the South  

2. White Citizen’s Councils formed to oppose the verdict 

3. Southern Manifesto (1956): 19 of 22 Senators and 82 of 106 Congressmen in the 

House opposed the Brown ruling  

4. Many affluent whites home-schooled their children or sent them to private 

schools (the South fears more than anything white girls dating black boys) 

5. Introduction of the Confederate battle flag on state flags (ex: Georgia) and as a 

symbol to resistance to the federal government  

G. Will later uphold the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 

1. Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States (1964) 

2. Katzenbach v. United States (1966) 

 

VIII. The Lynching of Emmett Till (1954) 

A. Emmett Till, a 14-year old from Chicago was visiting relatives in Mississippi 

B. With a bit a swagger, probably to impress his country bumpkin cousins, he said: “Bye baby!” 

to a white woman in the store 

C. Remember, perceived assaults by black men upon white women is the quickest way to be 

lynched 

D. That night, Till was taken, killed, and thrown in the river 

E. The defense attorney urged the jurors: "Your fathers will turn over in their graves if [Milam 

and Bryant are found guilty] and I'm sure that every last Anglo-Saxon one of you has the 

courage to free these men in the face of that [outside] pressure." 

F. The nation watched in horror as the all-white jury acquitted the perpetrators  

 

IX. Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955) 

A. Rosa Parks 

1. After a long day at work, Rosa Parks got on one of Montgomery’s busses 

2. The driver asked her to go give up her seat to some white patrons and proceed to 

the back of the bus, the colored section  

3. When she refused, she was arrested 

4. She was also a member of the Montgomery chapter of the NAACP 

B. The decision to boycott 

1. A majority of the city’s bus riders were black 
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2. Martin Luther King Jr. and other church leaders advocate a boycott of the bus 

system 

C. Successful 

1. Blacks walked and hitched rides, but they did not ride the busses 

2. When King encountered an elderly woman walking, he said he could understand 

if you she rode the bus. She responded: “My feet is weary, but my soul is 

rested.” 

3. The city of Montgomery was forced to cave and lift the segregation of its busses 

 

X. Martin Luther King Jr. 

A. Like many African-American leaders, he was a highly respected church leader 

B. Had a very personal touch with people  

C. Studied religious philosophy and received a PhD 

D. He was considered a threat by J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the FBI, who tapped King’s 

phones and kept an extensive file on him 

E. Believed in the passive, non-violent resistance 

1. Influenced by Henry David Thoreau’s Civil Disobedience and Mohandas 

Gandhi 

2. Extremely effective 

3. Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 

a. Founded by King 

b. Direct, peaceful protest 

c. Stressed love and non-violence  

 

XI. Little Rock (1957) 

A. A federal court ordered the desegregation of Little Rock’s Central High School 

B. The desegregation of schools was such an explosive issue because whites did not want their 

daughters sitting next to bestial, lusting black boys  

C. Governor Orval Faubus  

1. Ordered the Arkansas National Guard to take positions around Central High in 

order to prevent the desegregation of Central High 

2. Before, Faubus had not been an ardent segregationist, but the political winds 

told Faubus that such a move would look good in the eyes of his constituents  

D. The students were known as the “Little Rock 9” 

E. President Eisenhower 

1. Did not really believe in civil rights and did not believe in the desegregation of 

schools 

2. But he could not tolerate a governor who openly defied the federal government 

as Faubus was doing 

3. The 101
st
 Airborne was deployed to ensure the desegregation of Central High  

 

XII. Greensboro Sit-ins (1960) 

A. In February 1960, 4 students at North Carolina AT&T, a predominantly black college in 

Greensboro, North Carolina, were tired of segregation at a Woolworth’s diner 

B. Like other public facilities in the South, Woolworth’s was segregated  

C. These students decided to conduct a sit-in, a form of non-violent protest 

D. Sit-ins spread across the South, with the protesters often facing threats and violence from 

angry whites 

E. Led to the emergence of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) which 

comes to overshadow the NAACP  

 

XIII. Freedom Rides (1961) 

A. Freedom Riders traveled on buses across the South to protest segregation on busing 

1. Sponsored by the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 

B. The governor of Alabama warned them “to get out of Alabama as quickly as possible…The 

state can’t guarantee the safety of fools.” 
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C. The Freedom Riders faced violence and harassment 

1. Angry mobs harassed them in Alabama, including burning a bus in Anniston 

and beating some of the riders 

2. In Birmingham the police were conspicuously absent while Freedom Riders 

were being beaten because it was Mother’s Day and “the boys were probably at 

home visiting their mothers” 

3. Riders arrested in Mississippi found themselves on brutal penal farms  

D. Television showed the entire country what was going on  

 

XIV. The Integration of Ole Miss and the University of Alabama 

A. The University of Mississippi (Ole Miss) and the University of Alabama remained segregated 

in the early 1960s 

B. Ole Miss 

1. October 1962: James Meredith a 29-year old Air Force veteran attempted to 

enroll at Ole Miss 

2. Governor Ross Barnett led the fight to keep Meredith from enrolling  

3. After facing resistance JFK sent federal marshals to enroll Meredith 

4. Two were killed in violence on campus 

C. University of Alabama  

1. George Wallace 

a. Governor of Alabama 

b. In the mid-1950s Wallace lost an election to an opponent who was much 

more outspoken on his support of segregation 

c. Wallace vowed he would never be “outniggered again” 

2. When federal troops were sent to Tuscaloosa to enroll African-American 

students at the University of Alabama, Wallace stood defiantly in the door of the 

school and made a speech denouncing integration and the power of the federal 

government 

3. The then stepped aside, but his point was made to the people of Alabama, he 

represented their interests; more of a show than anything  

D. Around the same time a NAACP leader (Medgar Evers) in Mississippi was killed  

  

XV. “Bombingham” 

A. Birmingham, Alabama had some of the strictest segregation policies in the South and was 

certainly a violent place, earning the nickname “Bombingham” 

B. In September 1963, four little black girls were killed when a bomb blew up the church in 

which they were having choir practice 

C. Police brutality 

1. Police Chief “Bull” Connor was known for his brutality and his racism 

2. Dogs, fire hoses, and beatings were unleashed on blacks of Birmingham 

3. On television, Americans saw what was happening in Alabama and the rest of 

the South 

D. JFK promised civil rights legislation 

 

XVI. King’s March on Washington (August 1963) 

A. King led some 200,000 protesters, black and whites in Washington, D.C. 

B. There King gave his famous: “I Have a Dream” Speech 

1. “I have a dream that one day the state of Alabama, whose governor's lips are 

presently dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, will be 

transformed into a situation where little black boys and black girls will be able 

to join hands with little white boys and white girls and walk together as sisters 

and brothers. I have a dream today. I have a dream that one day every valley 

shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places 

will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory 

of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. This is our hope. 

This is the faith with which I return to the South. With this faith we will be able 
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to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be 

able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony 

of brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray 

together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom 

together, knowing that we will be free one day. “ 

2. “When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every 

hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day 

when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, 

Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the 

old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free 

at last!"  

 

XVII. LBJ and Civil Rights  

A. JFK and civil rights 

1. Hesitant to be too active in civil rights because he won the Election of 1960 by 

such a narrow margin and he could not alienate the South 

2. When JFK was assassinated, he became a martyr and LBJ was basically given a 

blank check to pass what JFK wanted but could not pass 

3. Today, JFK gets far too much credit for civil rights achievements 

B. LBJ was a southerner who genuinely believed in civil rights  

C. Civil Rights Act of 1964 

1. Landmark piece of legislation that banned racial discrimination in most private 

facilities open to the public  

2. Strengthened the federal government’s power to end segregation in public 

schools 

3. Southern opposition in the Senate led filibuster for 57 days before it finally 

passed 

4. Quickly hastened the demise of Jim Crow  

D. Voting 

1. 1964: the Twenty-fourth Amendment was ratified abolishing the poll tax  

2. “Freedom Summer” of 1964 

a. Northern whites, mainly college-aged kids from prestigious schools came to 

the South to register black voters 

b. White Southerners naturally did not like this invasion 

c. June 1964: three civil rights workers  (Michael Schwerner, Andrew 

Goodman, and James Chaney) disappeared; their badly beaten and 

decomposing bodies were found (Chaney, who was black, was so badly 

beaten that the coroner remarked: “I my 25 years as a pathologist and 

medical examiner, I have never seen bones so severely shattered except in 

tremendously high-speed accidents or airplane crashes.”) 

3. 1965: the march on Selma 

a. State troopers attacked King and the marchers with tear gas and whips 

b. The nation watched on television 

4. Like television, the fact that affluent white youth were also victims, the nation’s 

attention became riveted to the issue of civil rights 

E. Voting Rights Act of 1965 

1. Provided federal protection for blacks attempting to exercise their right to vote 

2. Because of the reasons mentioned earlier, blacks were effectively 

disenfranchised in the South 

a. Ex: in Dallas County, Alabama (where Selma is located) though 60% of the 

population was black, only 1% of them were registered to vote 

b. Neighboring Wilcox and Lowndes counties had no registered black voters 

3. After the Voting Rights Act of 1965 

a. 60% of Selma’s blacks were registered to vote 

b. By the 1966 election, > ½ of the South’s adult blacks were registered 

4. Legacy 
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a. White politicians now had to represent all of their constituents, and now 

that included blacks 

b. The election of black politicians all over the South whereas before there had 

been virtually none 

F. 1966: Robert Weaver became the first African-American cabinet member  

 

XVIII. Black Radicalism and Black Power 

A. Increasing number of riots 

1. “Long hot summers”: riots in black neighborhoods in northern cities  

a. Ex: Watts in 1965 

2. Riots after King’s assassination in April 1968 

3. Led to the Commission on Civil Disorders to be founded in 1968 and concluded 

the government must do more to help the ghettos  

B. Some believe that the nonviolent resistance advocated by King was ineffective 

1. One black protester: “If one of those damn white Mississippi crackers touches 

me, I’m gonna knock the hell out of him.”  

C. Malcolm X 

1. Thought Christianity was hypocritical and thus he adopted Islam 

2. He used “X” because of his lost African surname  

3. “We’re nonviolent with people who are nonviolent with us. But are not 

nonviolent with anyone who is violent against us.” 

4. Later assassinated by fellow black Muslims  

D. Muhammad Ali 

1. Perhaps the greatest heavyweight champion in history 

2. Converted to Islam and changed his name from Cassius Clay  

3. Rocked the status quo when he could  

E. The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 

1. Stokely Carmichael  

2. Broke with King and called for greater militancy and even acts of violence  

F. Black Power 

1. Emphasized the cultural distinctiveness of African-Americans 

a. Ex: Afro haircuts 

b. African studies programs on college campuses  

2. Focus more on economic demands as so many northern blacks live in 

impoverished ghettos  

G. The Black Panthers 

1. Huey Newton and Bobby Seale  

2. Quasi-military organization donning leather jackets, black berets, and 

brandishing guns 

3. Established Black Panther lunch programs and self-defense organizations 

against the “pigs”  

 

XIX. Assassination of King (4 April 1968) 

A. On the balcony of a Memphis hotel, King was struck down by a sniper’s bullet 

B. His assassin was likely James Earl Ray 

1. Some believe there was a government conspiracy to knock off King, likely not 

true 

2. True to the legacy of their father, King’s children later forgave Ray before he 

died  

C. Riots across the country with the news of King’s murder 

D. What if King had lived? 

1. Certainly the most moderate of African-American leaders was removed from the 

picture 

2. Would King be pleased with race relations today?  

E. Was the Civil Rights Movement successful? 
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The Sixties and Vietnam, 1960-1973 

 
I. Themes of the 1960s 

A. Civil Rights Movement 

B. Cold War 

C. Affluence 

D. Vietnam 

E. Pinnacle of liberalism 

F. Counter-culture/anti-war protests 

 

II. JFK (1961-1963) 

A. John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

1. Born into a wealthy Irish-Catholic family in Massachusetts who was very politically 

active 

a. His father Joseph Kennedy was ambassador to Great Britain 

b. His older Brother Joseph Jr. was tabbed by the family to be president  

c. Later brothers Bobby and Ted Kennedy will be active in politics 

2. Captained a PT boat during World War II 

a. PT 109 

b. Wounded 

c. Suffered from back problems for the rest of his life  

B. Election of 1960 

1. JFK (D) vs. Richard Nixon (R) 

2. Kennedy’s Catholicism was a major issue 

d. He is the first and only Catholic to hold our nation’s highest office 

e. Made a great effort to meet with Protestant clergymen to assure them he 

was not a puppet of the Pope  

3. Kennedy claimed there was a “missile gap” with the Soviet Union, in reality there 

was a missile gap- the United States had far more missiles than the Soviet Union  

4. JFK chose Lyndon Baines Johnson from Texas to help him in the South  

5. Gained the black vote when he helped bail Martin Luther King Jr. out of bail  

6. The televised debates 

a. 77 million watched and those who listened on the radio had very different 

impressions than television viewers  

b.  JFK looked young and vibrant while Nixon looked gruff and haggard 

B. The New Frontier 

1. JFK’s domestic program  

2. Actually cut taxes, but other than that, he had difficulty passing major pieces of 

legislation 

C. The “Best and Brightest” 

1. JFK’s advisors 

2. Many Eastern elites from Ivy League schools (ex: McGeorge Bundy, Walt W. 

Rostow, and Robert McNamara)  

D. Camelot 

1. The American people were fascinated with this young, good-looking president 

2. They were also endeared to his lovely wife: Jackie, and their two beautiful children  

E. Civil Rights 

1. Kennedy was not able to do much because of his narrow margin of victory and the 

dominance of conservative Southern Democrats in Congress 

2. He was reacting to crises (such as Ole Miss) rather than taking significant steps to 

combat Jim Crow 

3. Late in 1963, JFK proposed a civil rights act after the March on Washington and the 

events in Birmingham  

F. Foreign policy 

1. Increased arms race (especially after claiming a missile gap existed)  
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2. Alliance for Progress: economic aid program to Latin America  

3. 1963: Nuclear Test Ban Treaty- prohibited atmospheric testing  

4. Cuba 

a. Bay of Pigs fiasco (April 1961): a CIA-sponsored attempt to oust Fidel 

Castro; complete disaster 

b. Cuban Missile Crisis (October 1962) 

5. “Flexible Response” 

a. JFK wanted more options (ex: special forces) than simply nuclear weapons 

of the Dulles “massive retaliation” policy 

b. In the late 1950s, Nikita Khrushchev advocated “wars of liberation” in the 

Third World 

c. Because of this increase of conflicts in the Third World, the United States 

needs to be able to respond to these “brushfire wars” (ex: Laos and 

Vietnam) 

6. Vietnam 

a. The Third World in general was becoming a more important battleground 

between the United States and USSR   

b. Approximately 16,000 American “advisors” were in Vietnam when 

Kennedy was assassinated 

c. JFK ordered the assassination of South Vietnamese President Diem 

d. Question? If JFK would have lived would he have kept the United States 

out of Vietnam? 

e. “In the final analysis it is their (the Vietnamese) war. They are the ones who 

have to win or lose it.” 

f. But he was also conscious of how losing Vietnam could be disastrous as 

Truman’s “loss” of China 

G. Assassination 

1. 22 November 1963 in Dallas, Texas by Lee Harvey Oswald from the 6
th

 floor of the 

Texas School Book Depository  

2. Two days later, Oswald was gunned down by Jack Ruby on national television 

(perhaps the first live televised killing) 

3. Conspiracy? 

a. Many believe Oswald did not act alone and that there was a gunman on the 

grassy knoll 

b. Some go as far as to argue there was a government cover-up 

c. Unfortunately, we will likely never know all the details  

4. The Warren Commission  

a. Investigated the assassination  

b. Concluded Lee Harvey Oswald was the lone gunman and that there was no 

conspiracy 

c. The Zabruder Film seemed to contradict these findings 

 

III. LBJ (1963-1969) 

A. Lyndon Baines Johnson  

1. Born to humble origins in Texas 

2. Had supported FDR’s New Deal policies 

a. He liked how the federal government could be active and positively impact 

people 

b. Ex: headed the National Youth Administration in Texas  

3. The politician’s politician 

a. Known as “Landslide” Lyndon because of supposed ballot box stuffing in 

South Texas 

b. Wheeler and dealer in both houses of Congress during the 1940s and 1950s 

c. The “Treatment”: LBJ’s way of convincing people to go along with him 

d. Was able to get a great deal passed because of his political savvy  
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4. 1960: nominated as the Democratic candidate for vice president because JFK needed 

help with the South   

B. When JFK was killed, LBJ was able to get a great deal passed because everyone wanted to 

carry on the legacy of JFK (martyrdom of JFK) 

1. “Let us here highly resolve that John Fitzgerald Kennedy did not live or die in 

vain.”  

C. Election of 1964 

1. Important to LBJ because he wanted to earn the presidency on his own 

2. LBJ (D) vs. Barry Goldwater (R) 

3. Goldwater 

a. Very conservative Senator from Arizona, wrote Conscience of a 

Conservative 

b. “In Your Heart You Know He is Right”  

c. Very anti-communist 

4. LBJ was able portray Goldwater as a damned cowboy who would get the United 

States into nuclear holocaust 

5.  “Daisy” commercial 

a. Showed a little girl picking petals from a daisy as there is an ominous 

countdown in the background and then a nuclear bomb goes off 

b. It was quickly pulled from the air because it was too controversial  

6. LBJ won in a landslide and the Democrats won large margins in Congress 

D. LBJ’s record on civil rights 

1. Despite being a southerner genuinely believed in civil rights  

2. Civil Rights Act of 1964 

3. Voting Rights Act of 1965 

 

IV. LBJ and the Great Society  

A. LBJ wanted to wage a “war on poverty” by using the resources of the federal government 

4. 1964 State of the Union Address: “This administration, today, here and now, 

declares unconditional war on poverty in America.” 

5. Influenced by Michael Harrington’s Other America (1962) which exposed the 

invisible poverty that became a vicious cycle of generational poverty  

6. Creation of the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) 

B. The Great Society 

1. LBJ’s legislative program 

2. Rivaled that of the New Deal 

3. Increased government spending 

C. Created new cabinet positions 

1. Department of Transportation 

2. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

D. National Endowment for the Arts and Humanities and the Corporation for Public 

Broadcasting  were created  

1. Millions of Americans have grown up with Sesame Street and thousands others 

have learned English from watching the show 

E. Education 

1. Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 

a. Provided increased federal funds for education 

b. Only $5 billion in 1964  $12 billion in 1967 

2. Higher Education Act of 1965 

F. Medicare and Medicaid 

1. Medicare: provided federal aid to the elderly for medical expenses 

2. Medicaid: provided for all ages 

3. In 1963, only 20% of the poor had seen a doctor, in 1970 only 8% had not had 

professional health care 

G. Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 

1. Eliminated the national origins quota system of the 1920s 
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2. After 1965, the primary sources of immigration were not European; more and more 

immigrants are from Third World regions like Latin America and Asia  

H. The environment 

1. Water Quality Act of 1965 

2. Air Quality Act of 1967: allowed the federal government to fix national standards for 

air pollution 

3. 46 new federal reserve lands 

I. Consumer protection 

1. Highway Safety Act: resulted in upgraded safety standards such as seat belts  

2. National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act 

J. Head Start: provided federal funds for a preschool program for poor children   

K. Creation of the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) and Job Corps 

L. Increased the minimum wage 

M. LBJ perhaps would have gone down in history as a great president because of the 

accomplishments of the Great Society 

1. The most impressive legislative record since FDR 

2. Increased federal spending 

a. 1961: $94.4 billion 

b. 1970: $196.6 billion  

3. However, Vietnam would hurt his presidency and the Great Society 

4. Guns vs. Butter  

a. Guns: metaphor for defense spending 

b. Butter: metaphor for domestic social programs  

c. The government can only devote so much of its spending on either  

5. Surprisingly did not increase taxes significantly despite the Great Society and the 

Vietnam War  inflation of the 1970s 

6. Failed to end poverty  

7. Did decrease poverty 

a. 1959: 21% of Americans lived below the poverty line 

b. 1969: 12%  

 

V. Vietnam (1945-1954)- The French Phase  

A. The Vietnamese people had resisted foreign powers for most of their history 

1. The Chinese (several times) 

2. The Mongols  

3. The French   

4. The Japanese (during World War II) 

5. The French again 

B. During World War II, the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) actively assisted the Vietnamese 

under Ho Chi Minh against the Japanese 

C. Ho Chi Minh was very disappointed after the war when the United States basically supports 

the French in regaining Vietnam as a colony 

1. The United States was interested in maintaining the friendship of the French in order 

to contain communism in Europe 

2. Even though Ho is a communist, he is a nationalist first  

D. The Vietnamese rebel against French rule  

1. The French actually lost more men than the United States did in their Vietnam War 

2. The United States footed much of the bill of the French war effort (about 80%) 

E. Dienbienphu (May 1954) 

1. The French garrison at Dienbienphu was surrounded by Vietnamese soldiers and put 

under siege 

2. The French were able to airdrop supplies, but eventually incoming Vietnamese 

artillery from surrounding hills was too much 

3. The French even appealed to the United States to use nuclear bombs to relieve the 

garrison 

4. The French were forced to surrender  
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a. 7 May 1954 

b. Resulted in the end of French control of Indochina  

 

VI. Vietnam: Growing U.S. Involvement (1954-1965) 

A. Why are we so interested in Southeast Asia? CONTAINMENT 

B. Geneva Summit (1955) 

1. The country had been divided into North Vietnam and South Vietnam along the 17
th

 

parallel  

2. Stated there would be elections in two years to unify Vietnam under a single ruler 

3. The United States will later renege because it is very clear that Ho Chi Minh will win 

easily over the South Vietnamese leader- Diem 

C. 1959: creation of the National Liberation Front  

1. Also known as the Viet Cong 

2. Killed 4,000 South Vietnamese officials a year  

D. Ngo Dinh Diem 

1. The United States was forced to support Diem because he is not a communist 

2. He was a very poor choice because he is a urbane, Catholic in a country where most 

of the people are peasants and Buddhists 

3. Great deal of corruption and nepotism in the Diem regime 

4. Was able to alienate much of the population, many people are unhappy- as evident 

by Buddhist monks setting themselves on fire  

5. In November 1963, the CIA sponsored a plot to kill Diem 

a. The unintended consequence was that it resulted in a series of inept leaders 

in South Vietnam  

E. American “advisers” 

1. American military personnel were deployed to Vietnam to train and assist the South 

Vietnamese Army (ARVN) 

2. By the time JFK died, there were some 16,000 American troops in Vietnam  

F. Gulf of Tonkin Incident (August 1964) 

1. One night North Vietnamese torpedo boats supposedly attacked an American 

destroyer  

2. Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 

a. Authorized the president to “take all necessary means to prevent further 

aggression in Southeast Asia” 

b. Essentially a blank check to escalate involvement in Southeast Asia 

c. Passed 416-0 in the House and 88-2 in the Senate 

d. NOT a declaration  of war, the last war in which the United States declared 

war was World War II 

e. LBJ said: “It is like grandma’s nightshirt, it covers everything.” 

G. By the end of 1965, there were some 500,000 American troops in Vietnam  

H. Real fears by both JFK and LBJ about losing Southeast Asia like Harry Truman “lost” China 

1. JFK: “Strongly in our mind is what happened in the case of China at the end of 

World War II where China was lost. We don’t want that.” 

2. LBJ: “I am not going to lose Vietnam. I am not going to be the president who saw 

Southeast Asia go the way China went.”  

 

VII. The Vietnam War (1965-1973) 

A. The U.S. liked to rely on bombing as it had during World War II 

1. Ex: Operation Rolling Thunder (1965) 

2. Dropped 3 times more tonnage of bombs than all of World War II  

B. The North Vietnamese and the Vietcong avoided pitched battles 

1. Overwhelming American firepower 

2. Guerilla tactics 

a. Tactic of “grabbing the enemy by the belt”- coming in close to 

minimize American firepower and then fade away into the jungle 

b. Benefited from dense jungles, friendly villages  
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c. Frustrated the Americans  

3. When they did engage the Americans in pitched battles, it did not go well 

a. Ex: the Battle of Da Nang (1965) 

C. American policy makers underestimated the resolve of the Vietnamese and continuously 

claimed there was “light at the end of the tunnel”  

D. “Working class war” 

1. Many draftees were minorities and from lower social economic classes  

2. Draft deferments for college students  

3. College graduates made up only 9% of those killed in Vietnam 

4. Created a great deal of tension  

5. Average age of soldiers 

a. 19: Vietnam 

b. 26: World War II  

 

VIII. Tet Offensive (January 1968) 

A. Tet is the Chinese New Year and it is a major holiday in the Vietnamese culture 

1. It has been compared to Christmas, New Years’, and the Fourth of July all rolled up 

into one 

2. There was a ceasefire during the holiday  

B. The Vietcong and North Vietnamese Army orchestrated surprise attacks all over South 

Vietnam 

1. The United States was totally unprepared 

2. Viet Cong troops nearly captured the American Embassy in Saigon 

3. Laid siege to American troops at Khe Sanh, it was nearly the American Dienbienphu 

C. The Viet Cong lost the battle, but won the war 

1. The Viet Cong suffered very heavy casualties and it took them some time to 

recuperate from these losses 

2. However, the American people came to the conclusion that the war was a lost cause 

a. Public opinion turned quickly against the war  

b. Walter Cronkite (CBS anchor): “What the hell is going on? I thought we 

were winning the war.” “It seems now more than ever that the bloody 

experience of Vietnam is to end in stalemate.”  

 

IX. Election of 1968 

A. With the Tet Offensive, LBJ’s popularity was at an all-time low 

1. 35%: the lowest since Truman 

2. Increasingly vocal critics (ex: Senator William Fulbright) 

B. 31 March: LBJ announced he would not run for reelection 

1. “I shall not seek and I do not accept the nomination of my party for another term as 

your president.” 

2. Stunning, and he did nothing to end the war 

3. Three Democrats sought the nomination 

C. Three Democrats seek the nomination 

1. Eugene McCarthy  

2. Robert F. Kennedy 

3. Hubert Humphrey 

D. Both Bobby Kennedy and Martin Luther King are assassinated in 1968; thus Humphrey 

received the nomination 

E. The Republicans nominated Richard Nixon 

F. Southern conservatives support George Wallace   

1. American Liberty Party  

2. Promised social stability and “law and order” 

3. Pro-segregation stance: “Segregation now, segregation forever”  

4. “Liberals, intellectuals, and longhairs have run this country too long.”  

5. Picked up 46 electoral votes in 5 southern states  

G. The 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago erupted in violence 
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H. Similarities between Nixon and Wallace 

1. Sought support of the “silent majority”   

2. Promise an honorable end to the war and social stability 

I. Nixon won with the narrowest margin since 1916 

 

X. Counterculture and Anti-Vietnam Protests 

A. The Baby Boomers were going to college 

1. By 1970 more than ½ Americans were younger than 30 

2. 8 times more college kids than the 1950s 

B. Port Huron Statement  

1. Created the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) 

2. “We the people… bred in at least modest comfort, housed now in universities, 

looking uncomfortably to the world in which we inherit…” 

3. Emphasis on personal control over one’s life vs. impersonal bureaucracy   

4. Headed by Tom Hayden 

C. The Free Speech Movement 

1. Formed by Mario Savio at Cal-Berkeley  

2. Savio: “You’ve got to put your bodies upon the gears, and upon the wheels, upon the 

levers, upon all the apparatus, and you’ve got to make it stop.”  

3. Cal-Berkeley was a hotbed for student activism  

D. Campus unrest at campuses across the country (ex: Cal-Berkeley and Columbia) 

E. There was some anti-war protests early in the war 

F. The Civil Rights Movement becomes increasingly opposed to the war 

1. Ex: Martin Luther King Jr.  

2. The Black Power movement- “No Viet Cong ever called me Nigger” 

G. Really escalated after Tet  

1. “Hey, hey, LBJ, how many kids you kill today?!?!” 

2. “Hell no, we won’t go!” 

H. The Counterculture 

1. The Beatniks of the 1950s were the forerunners 

a. Ex: Allen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouac  

2. Hippies 

3. Haight-Ashbury District in San Francisco 

4. Free sex, drug experimentation, rock ‘n roll 

a. Timothy Leary urged young people to “tune in, turn on, and drop out” by 

using LSD  

5. Yippies: Jerry Rubin and Abbie Hoffman  

6. Increased use of recreational marijuana  

I. Music 

1. Folk music 

a. Joan Baez: “Blowin’ in the Wind” 

b. Bob Dylan: “The Hurricane” and “Like a Rolling Stone” 

c. Simon and Garfunkel: “The Sound of Silence”  

2. Rock ‘n roll 

a. The themes of the music is changing and is actually very different than that 

of the 1950s (ex: more political) 

b. Jimi Hendrix, the Doors, the Who, Led Zeppelin 

c. The Beatles’ music changed too from “I Want to Hold Your Hand” in 1964 

to John Lennon’s “Imagine”  

3. Woodstock (August 1969) 

a. Some 400,000 people congregated at Woodstock in upstate New York for 

history’s most famous music festival 

b. Included famous artists such as Joan Baez, Janis Joplin, Jimi Hendrix, and 

the Grateful Dead  

J. Anti-establishment films such as Easy Rider starring Dennis Hopper and Jack Nicholas  

K. Escalation of the anti-war movement 
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1. Anti-draft  

a. Burning draft cards  

b. Fleeing to Canada 

2. Especially after Tet (1968) and the invasion of Cambodia (1970) 

3. Kent State 

a. 4 May 1970: Ohio National Guard fired upon student protesters at Kent 

State University killing 4 students 

b. “Ohio” by Crosby, Still, Nash, and Young  

4. Similar incident at Jackson State in Mississippi  

L.    The government was especially concerned about the anti-war movement 

 1. LBJ illegally used the CIA to spy on the antiwar movement (Countelpro) 

 2. Nixon certainly targeted the anti-war movement  

 

XI. Nixon and Vietnam 

A. When Nixon was elected, he promised that he had a way out of Vietnam so that the United 

States could have “peace with honor” 

B. “Vietnamization”: slowly deescalate American involvement and turn the war over to the 

South Vietnamese Army (ARVN) 

C. Decrease of American troops in Southeast Asia 

1. Early 1969: 543,000 

2. 1972: 30,000  

D. But he did bomb Cambodia 

E. He invaded Cambodia in 1970 leading to the protests that ultimately led to the Kent State 

Massacre  

F. As far as anti-war protesters, Nixon believes there is a conservative “silent majority” who 

support his policies  

G. 1972 “Christmas” bombings of North Vietnam (especially Hanoi) 

H. Paris Peace Accords (1973) 

1. Talks were delayed because of a disagreement over the shape of the negotiating table 

2. Finally in 1973, the United States pulled out of Vietnam  

 

XII. Why Did the United States Lose Vietnam? 

A. American policy makers failed to understand Vietnamese history and culture 

1. Did not realize that the United States was just another of a long line of unwelcome 

invaders 

2. The Vietnamese would have fought almost indefinitely 

a. They were fighting  a war of psychological attrition 

b. They hoped to make American public opinion sour, and they did  

c. In fact, the Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese Army together sustained 

more than 1 million casualties  

3. There was not enough firepower in the world to defeat the Vietnamese 

a. The United States dropped more tons of explosives on Vietnam than all of 

World War II 

b. Bombing could not bomb a rural country into submission 

c. General Westmoreland’s mistaken belief the United States could win a war 

of attrition  

d. General Giap: “There was extraordinary fervor then. The Americans 

thought that the more bombs they dropped, the quicker we would fall to our 

knees and surrender. But the bombs heightened rather than dampened our 

spirit.”  

B. Foreign assistance 

1. The Chinese and Soviets kept the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army well-

supplied 

2. Supplies coming to the Viet Cong in South Vietnam via the Ho Chi Minh Trail 

C. American policy makers and military leaders did not formulate a concise policy with clear 

objectives 
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1. Ex: tallying up body counts in the field simply did not cut it  

D. Low morale among ordinary soldiers 

1. Did not want to be in hot and steamy Vietnam fighting to protect a bunch of “gooks” 

or “slopes” who did not want them there to begin with  

2. Fighting an enemy that was rarely seen and the constant fear of snipers, booby traps, 

etc.  

3. High drug use 

4. Fragging: the killing of officers 

5. Racial tensions  

E. There was a belief (and especially after the war) that the Americans fought with one hand tied 

behind their back by the politicians 

1. Perhaps this was true to an extent 

2. But it was unlikely that the United States would have ever won in Vietnam 

3. In short, the Vietnamese wanted it more- it was really that simple  

F. Failure to “win the hearts and minds” of the Vietnamese people 

1. As much as Americans tried to believe they were the good guys, there were simply 

too many bad things happening to the Vietnamese  

2. Violence against civilians  

a. My Lai Massacre (1968): Lt. William Calley Jr. and U.S. troops killed more 

than 200 unarmed villagers  

3. Destruction of villages and homes  

4. Agent Orange 

a. A herbicide to kill the vegetation of the jungles 

b. Carcinogenic- high cancer rates in Vietnam 

5. Napalming the country  

a. Napalm: liquid jelly that is extremely flammable  

 

XIII. Fall of Saigon (April 1975) 

A. Saigon was finally captured by the North Vietnamese Army 

1. Saigon was renamed Ho Chi Minh City 

2. Congress decided not to assist South Vietnam  

3. All of Vietnam was now communist 

B. Frantic rush of South Vietnamese fleeing the communist, many of them some way involved in 

the South Vietnamese government or ARVN  

C. Cambodia 

1. Led by Pol Pot Cambodian communists, the Khmer Rouge, took over the country 

2. They forced everyone out of the cities and onto communal farms where a they hoped 

to establish a Marxist paradise 

3. In the process, intellectuals, opponents of the Khmer Rouge, and a whole host of 

other people were liquidated 

a. More than 1 million of Cambodia’s 6 million people were killed 

b. Countless others fled the country  

D. Thousands of Southeast Asian “boat people” fled to the United States in the decades 

following the fall of Vietnam and Cambodia to the communists 

 

XIV. Impact of the Vietnam War on the United States 

A. Casualties 

1. Some 58,000 Americans died in the Vietnam War and there are still soldiers missing 

in action (MIA) 

2. Large numbers were wounded or suffered from psychiatric problems  

B. Growing distrust of the United States government 

1. Numerous lies  

a. Ex: Daniel Ellsberg’s publication of the Pentagon Papers (1971) 

b. Combined with Watergate, trust in the federal government has never 

recovered  

2. War Powers Act of 1973 
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a. Limited the war-making power of the commander-in-chief  

b. The President could only deploy troops for 60 days until he had to receive 

authorization from Congress to continue 

C. Decline of military/national prestige  

1. One of the world’s superpowers was defeated by a Third World country  

2. Ex: the fear that both Gulf Wars could turn into a quagmire like Vietnam 

D. Has the United States fully recovered from the Vietnam War?  
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Politics in the Post-Vietnam America 
 

I. Richard Nixon (1969-1974) 

A. Richard Nixon 

1. Rather humble origins- from California  

2. Rabid anti-communist during the Red Scare (ex: HUAC and the Alger Hiss 

Case)  

3. Eisenhower’s vice president for both terms (1953-1961) 

4. Returned to California after the 1960 Election, many thought his political career 

was over  

B. Election of 1968 

1. Divided Democrats 

a. 31 March 1968: LBJ dropped out of the race because of declining 

popularity due to the Vietnam War and the Tet Offensive  

b. Eugene McCarthy did surprisingly well in the primaries  

c. Bobby Kennedy 

i. Charismatic and benefited from his brother’s legacy  

ii. Appeared he would win the Democratic nomination- especially 

after he won the California primary  

iii. Assassinated in a Los Angeles hotel by Sirhan Sirhan on June 19
th

  

d. Hubert Humphrey (LBJ’s vice president) eventually won the nomination 

e. Riots at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago 

2. The Republicans nominated Richard Nixon 

a. It seemed that Nixon’s political career was over when he lost the Election of 

1960 

b. Promised to have a secret plan to end the Vietnam War 

c. Appealed to the “Silent Majority”  

i. Conservative Americans who did not protest the war and were 

horrified by the excesses of the Sixties 

ii. Pro-war “Hard Hat” marches 

3. George Wallace  

a. Governor of Alabama  

b. Ran as an independent 

c. “Law and order” and pro-segregation platform  

d. Picked up 46 electoral votes 

i. Mostly in the South 

ii. Did extremely well for a third party candidate  

4. Nixon narrowly won  

C. Nixon’s personality and the Presidency 

1. Paranoid and secretive  

2. Win-at-all-costs mentality 

3. Strongly disliked the anti-war protesters, appealed to the Silent Majority with an 

emphasis on “law and order” 

4. Wanted to create a more powerful presidency, became known as the “Imperial 

Presidency” 

D. Nixon and foreign policy 

1. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 

a. Refugee from Nazi Germany 

b. An expert on international affairs 

c. Saw the Cold War differently than previous policy makers, and thus 

managed it differently  

2. Nixon and Vietnam 

a. Vietnamization: turn the war over the South Vietnamese 

b. Escalated the war by bombing North Vietnam and invading Cambodia in 

spring 1970 in order to disrupt the flow of troops and supplies along the Ho 

Chi Minh Trail; a very unpopular move in the United States   
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c. Peace talks were delayed by the shape of the negotiating table  

d. Christmas Bombing  

e. January 1973: American troops finally withdraw from Vietnam 

3. Détente 

a. Thaw in the Cold War-tensions ease; the 1970s were different than any 

other part of the Cold War  

b. Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT): reduction of missiles 

c. Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM)- limited defensive missiles  

d. Nixon Doctrine 

i. Decreasing U.S. involvement in the Third World; a shift away 

from the Truman Doctrine  

ii. The United States’ allies would have to expect to fight their own 

wars without large numbers of U.S. troops  

4. Nixon and China 

a. Nixon and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger realized China and the Soviet 

Union did not like one another and thus played the two communist powers 

off one another 

b. Both felt a multi-polar world was safer than a bipolar world  

c. Nixon on Soviet-Chinese hostilities: “…served our purpose best if we 

maintained closer relation with each side than they did with each other.” 

d. Sometimes known as “Ping Pong Diplomacy” 

e. Ex: he visited both nations 

f. The Chinese and Soviets had to worry about how much the other was 

cozying up to U.S.  

E. Nixon on the domestic front  

1. Actually proposed national health insurance  

2. The New Federalism 

a. Revenue sharing between levels of government 

b. Plan to streamline federal bureaucracy by revenue sharing with states  

3. Increased federal regulations 

a. Ex: the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

b. Ex: Occupational and Safety Health Administration (OSHA) 

c. Increased benefits to the blind and disabled  

4. To curb inflation he called for a 90-day wage and price freeze  

5. The Philadelphia Plan 

a. An affirmative action program that required construction trade unions who 

rely on federal contracts to establish goals and timetables for hiring black 

apprentices 

b. Established “set asides” for minority-owned businesses  

6. “Southern strategy” 

a. The Democrats had become increasingly liberal (especially on civil rights) 

and thus alienated many conservative Southerners 

b. LBJ on signing the Civil Rights Act of 1964: “I think we just delivered the 

South to the Republicans for a long time to come.” 

c. The Republican Party sought to attract conservative Democrats in the South 

d. Ex: he opposed busing  

e. Accelerated the shift to Republican domination in the South  

 

II. Watergate and Scandal  

A. Election of 1972 

1. Nixon (R) vs. George McGovern (D) 

2. George McGovern  

a. Very liberal, dove 

b. Worse, it was revealed his running mate, Thomas Eagleton, had received 

shock treatments in a mental institution  
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3. George Wallace also ran again, but barely survived an assassination attempt that 

knocked him out of the race  

4. Nixon appeared he will win easily; in fact he won in one of the largest landslides 

in U.S. history  

a. Picked up every state except Massachusetts and the District of Columbia 

B. Committee to Reelect the President (CREEP) 

1. James McCord, G. Gordon Lady, and E. Howard Hunt  

2. “Plumbers”: used to “plug” leaks  

a. Ex: prevent things like the Pentagon Papers from happening again  

3. Resorted to dirty tricks and “hush” money  

C. The Watergate break-in 

1. 17 June 1972 

2. The Democratic headquarters in the Watergate Hotel complex to gather 

information and install wiretaps 

3. The CREEP burglars were caught  

D. Washington Post journalists Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein stayed on the story 

1. Deep Throat 

a. Anonymous source stating there were tapes in the Oval Office 

b. In 2005 the identity of Deep Throat was revealed to be Mark Felt- 2
nd

 in 

command at the FBI 

2. Eventually the story gathered enough national attention  

E. Revelation there are tapes in the Oval Office by James McCord and John Dean  

F. Ervin Committee: Congressional Committee to investigate Watergate  

G. The “Saturday Night Massacre” (20 October 1973) 

1. Nixon fired special prosecutor Archibald Cox for wanting to subpoena the tapes 

2. Leon Jaworski later forced the tapes to be turned over  

H. Releasing the tapes 

1. Nixon held onto the tapes as long as possible based on his belief of “executive 

privilege” 

2. Spring of 1974: Nixon finally released the tapes but important segments were 

missing or edited 

3. 24 July 1974: in United States v. Richard M. Nixon the Supreme Court ruled 

Nixon must turn over all the tapes  

4. The tapes were self-incriminating as they showed he was active in the cover-up  

a. Ordered the FBI and CIA to cover things up 

b. “I want you to stonewall it, let them plead the Fifth Amendment, cover-up, 

or anything else.”  

5. “Expletive deleted” was inserted where Nixon cussed, they were constantly in 

the transcripts 

I. Other scandals 

1. Nixon had an “enemies list” 

a. Nixon used the CIA to intimidate political opponents like Daniel Ellsberg  

b. It was very illegal for the CIA to spy on U.S. citizens or organizations  

c. Actually broke into Daniel Ellsberg’s psychiatrist office  

2. Used the power of the Internal Revenue Service to attack these enemies  

3. Vice President Spiro T. Agnew was forced to step down because of accepting 

payoffs while Governor of Maryland and income tax invasion  

4. Continuation of Countelpro 

J. The end of Nixon 

1. The House drew up impeachment charges but did not actually impeach before 

he resigned 

2. 8 August 1974: Nixon resigned before impeachment and almost certain 

conviction from the Senate  

3. By resigning, he was able to continue to live a life of luxury and retain his 

presidential benefits 

a. But many of Nixon’s subordinates were forced to fall on their sword  
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K. Result of Watergate and Vietnam 

1. Watergate showed that no person, not even the President of the United States 

was above the law  

2. The media is a good watchdog (4
th

 branch of checks and balances?) 

3. Checks and balances worked 

a. Congress impeached Nixon and would have convicted Nixon if he had not 

resigned  

b. The Court forced Nixon to turn over the tapes  

4. Increased cynicism and not trusting the federal government 

a. Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers 

b. War Powers Act of 1973: limits the president’s war-making powers 

c. Freedom of Information Act (1974) 

5. Today any major scandal inevitably gets the suffix –gate  

 

III. Gerald Ford (1974-1977) 

A. Ford was the first (and only) unelected president in U.S. history  

1. Had stepped up to Vice President after Agnew resigned 

2. Twenty-fifth Amendment (1967): presidential succession 

3. A lackluster individual who critics said was unable to walk and chew gum at the 

same time 

4. However, Ford had a reputation for being an honorable honest man; the right 

man for the time  

5. Due to the nature of how he became president- he was a lame duck  

B. Pardoned Nixon 

1. Only a month into his administration (September 8, 1974 

2. The American people wrongly suspected a secret deal between the two  

a. Ford’s popularity lagged as a result  

b. Really Ford just wanted to speed up the national healing process  

C. Lagging economy 

1. The post-World War II economic boom was finally ending; slow economic 

growth for the second half the decade 

2. Energy crisis 

a. The United States only had 6% of the world’s population, but consumed 

40% of the world’s oil supplies 

b. The United States had been pro-Israeli in the Six Day’s War (1967) and 

Yom Kippur War (1973) 

c. Embargo placed on by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) who are mainly Arab and anti-Israeli  

d. Gas shortages, people having to wait in long lines for limited supplies  

e. Dramatic increase in gas prices  ↑ inflation  

3. Stagflation 

a. High employment  

b. Soaring inflation and high interest rates 

c. 20% increase in food prices in 1973 alone  

d. The inflation was partly due to the fact LBJ had failed to raise taxes for 

funding both the Great Society and the Vietnam War 

e. Whip Inflation Now (WIN): Ford’s anti-inflation program  

4. Rise of Japan and Western Europe’s economies 

a. The Japanese “miracle” 

b. Ex: Americans began to increasingly chose fuel-efficient Japanese cars 

(such as Honda and Toyota) over their gas-guzzling American counterparts  

c. In 1950 the United States produced 76% of the world’s automobiles, that 

number had dropped to 25% in 1994  

D. Foreign policy 

1. Continuation of détente with the Soviet Union  

2. Helsinki Accords (1975): emphasized human rights 
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3. Church Committee 

a. Investigated the CIA 

b. Ban on assassination as U.S. policy  

4. Refusal in 1975 to help prevent the collapse of South Vietnam  

 

IV. Jimmy Carter (1977-1981) 

A. Jimmy Carter 

1. Carter was a former naval officer 

2. Extremely intelligent but just could not get it together as President 

3. Born again Christian  

B. Election of 1976 

1. Ford (R) vs. Jimmy Carter (D) 

2. Carter capitalized on his honesty and image as an “outsider” to Washington to 

win the presidency  

a. “I will not lie to you” 

b. Emphasized he was just a peanut farmer from Georgia 

C. Difficulty passing legislation 

1. Lacked a sense of direction  

2. Carter the humanitarian 

a. Today, Carter is still very involved in humanitarian causes  

3. Hurt by the continuing energy crisis and sluggish economy 

a. The economy continued to struggle with high interest rates and high 

inflation  

b. Believed our fundamental economic problem was dependence on foreign oil  

D. Carter’s “national malaise” speech 

1. Seemed to blame the American people when he accused them of having a “crisis 

in confidence…that strikes at the very heart and soul and spirit of our national 

will.”  

2. Negative tone did not resonate will with the American people  

E. Foreign policy  

1. Major emphasis on human rights 

a. After his presidency, Carter continued to champion human rights  

2. SALT II 

3. Camp David Accords 

a. Peace between Egypt and Israel  

b. Carter’s greatest foreign policy accomplishment  

4. 1978: diplomatic recognition of China  

5. Signed control of the Panama Canal over to the Panamanians in 2000 

6. Iran Hostage Crisis (1979-1981) 

a. The United States allowed the Shah (basically the king of Iran) to come to 

the United States for cancer treatments 

b. The Shah was very unpopular, and thus the United States was unpopular  

c. Ayatollah Khomeini: hard-line Islamic fundamentalist, very anti-American 

(refereed to America as the “great Satan”) 

d. Islamic extremists seized the American  embassy in Tehran 

e. Failed rescue attempt that was an absolute disaster  

f. Hostages are held for 444 days 

7. Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (December 1979) 

a. End of détente 

b. Zbiginew Brzezinki- Carter’s National Security Advisor- called for a hard 

stance on the Soviets  

c. The United States responded with an embargo of grain and technology and 

a boycott of the 1980 Moscow Summer Olympics 

d. Withdrawal of SALT II 

e. Afghanistan was the USSR’s “Vietnam”: a ten-year fiasco  
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8. Both the Iran Hostage Crisis and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan highlighted 

American impotence in the world after Vietnam  continued decline of prestige  

a. This is why the “Miracle on Ice”, the U.S. hockey team’s victory over the 

heavily-favored Soviet Union in the 1980 Winter Olympics, uplifted so 

many Americans  

  

V. Ronald Reagan (1981-1989) 

A. Ronald Reagan  

1. Former Hollywood actor 

a. Starred in movies such as Knute Rockne- All-American 

b. But really he was a second-rate actor 

2. Led the crusade against communists in Hollywood during the Red Scare 

3. Rise began when he spoke on behalf of Barry Goldwater in California at the 

Republican National Convention in 1964 

4. Governor of California in the late 1960s and early 1970s 

5. Almost stole the Republican nomination in 1976 from Gerald Ford  

6. Was the leading spokesman for the conservative movement in the 1970s 

7. Will be the oldest man to serve as president, but appeared much younger  

8. Known as the “Great Communicator” 

B. The rise of conservatism 

1. The New Right 

a. Disillusioned with the liberal excesses of the 1960s 

b. See a decline in morals and values  

c. Opposed to: pornography, abortion, affirmative action, the Equal Rights 

Amendment, busing, homosexuals, etc.  

d. Emphasis on “Family Values” 

e. Richard Viguerie: did a lot to organize the New Right- especially through 

mass mailings  

2. The rise of the Christian right 

a. The Moral Majority led by Jerry Falwell 

b. The Christian Coalition led by Pat Robertson 

c. Televangelists  

3. Neo-conservatives 

a. Ex: William Buckley and Norman Podhoretz  

b. Emphasized what is right with America rather than what is wrong 

4. Growth of the Sunbelt helped the rise of conservatism and the Republican Party  

a. The South was beginning to fall into the Republican fold  

5. Increasing disillusionment with big government and high taxes  

a. Ex: Proposition 13- tax-payers revolt led by Howard Jarvis in California  

C. Election of 1980 

1. Reagan (R) vs. Carter (D) vs. John B. Anderson (I) 

2. Unlike most incumbents, Carter faced significant opposition from this own 

party- Edward Kennedy  

3. Reagan won in a landslide 

a. Mid-1980: Carter’s approval rating was only 23% 

b. Reagan capitalized on his image as an “outsider” to Washington 

c. Emphasized American nationalism and the foreign policy disasters of the 

Carter administration (Afghanistan and Iran Hostage Crisis)  

d. Reagan capitalized on a lagging economy and the woes of the Carter 

administration: “Are you better off than you were four years ago?” 

e. The Republicans took control of the Senate for the first time since 1954 

4. The Iran-Hostage Crisis ended the day Reagan was inaugurated (444 days) 

D. Assassination attempt (30 March 1981) 

1. By a mentally-ill John Hinckley who wanted to impress Jodie Foster 

2. Reagan almost died and his popularity surged 

a. “Honey- I forgot to duck.” 
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E. Domestic policies 

1. Was able to weather a very brief but very severe recession in 1982 

2. “Supply-side economics” or “Reaganomics” 

a. The same as the “trickle-down economics of the 1920s 

b. Benefit the wealthy and the benefits will “trickle down” to the rest of 

society 

c. Tax cuts 

i. Year 1: 5% 

ii. Years 2 and 3: 10% 

iii. Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981 

d. The rise of the “yuppies”: young urban professionals  

i. Evident in movies such as Wall Street (famous lines of “Greed is 

good.”) 

ii. Television shows such as Dallas, Dynasty, and Lifestyles of the 

Rich and Famous emphasized this materialism  

e. Boll Weevils: Southern Democrats who supported Reagan’s economic 

policies  

f. Results 

i. Tax cuts and a growing gap between rich and poor  

ii. Massive increased in the national debt because of massive defense 

spending due to a revamped Cold War  

iii. Supporters attribute Reagan’s economic policies to the “Reagan 

Boom” of the 1980s while critics lamented increased deficit 

spending and less funding for social services while the gap 

between rich and poor widened  

3. Air traffic controllers strike 

a. Inspired by Calvin Coolidge’s handling of the Boston police strike 

b. Professional Air Traffic Controllers Organization (PATCO) went on strike  

c. Reagan hired all new controllers and refused to hire back the strikers 

4. Advocated smaller government 

a. “Government is not the solution to our problems, government is the 

problem.” 

b. “The ten most dangerous words in the English language are: ‘Hi, I’m from 

the Government and I am here to help.”  

c. Cannot directly attack federal programs because it is politically unsound; 

thus cut taxes 

d. Programs such as food stamps and student loans suffered 

e. Deregulation (ex: the Sagebrush Rebellion and environmental deregulation)  

5. The deficit and national debt 

a. Increased defense spending because of mounting Cold War tensions 

b. Tax cuts + increased defense spending = ↑ federal deficit and national debt  

c. In 1976 the deficit was only $70.5 billion, in 1983 it was $207.8 billion 

d. The national debt increased from $907 billion in 1980 to $3.5 trillion in 

1991 

e. Calls for a balanced budget amendment that has still failed to pass  

F. Election of 1984 

1. Reagan (R) vs. Walter Mondale (D) 

a. Geraldine Ferraro was Mondale’s running mate- the first woman on a major 

party ticket  

b. Mondale had been Jimmy Carter’s vice president  

2. Reagan had a very nationalistic campaign 

a. Ex: “Its Morning in America” and “America is Back” 

b. Highlighted the achievements of American athletes during the 1984 Los 

Angeles Summer Olympics  

3. Landslide victory for Reagan 

a. Only African-Americans remained loyal to Mondale 
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b. Mondale only carried Minnesota (his home state) and the District of 

Columbia 

G. Foreign policy  

1. Escalation of the Cold War 

a. Ex: increased defense spending 

b. “Evil Empire” speech (1982):  

c. Continued arms race 

d. 1985: defense spending accounted for more than $300 billion from $144 

billion in 1980 

e. Largest peacetime defense expenditure in U.S. history  

2. Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI)  

a. A bit of a far-fetched plan to have a system of satellites use lasers to shoot 

down incoming Soviet ICBMS; a missile shield  

b. Also known as “Star Wars” to appeal to the public  

c. Critics worried that not only was in infeasible but the Soviets would launch 

a first strike before it could be completed 

d. But did hurt the Soviets because they bankrupted themselves trying to 

produce a similar system  

3. 23 October 1983: bombing of the Marine barracks in Beirut, Lebanon; 241 

Americans were killed 

4. Reagan Doctrine 

a. The United States would become increasingly active in combating 

communism in the Third World 

b. October 1983: invasion of Grenada (a tiny island in the Caribbean) to oust a 

Marxist regime  

c. Support of anti-communist “freedom fighters” in places such as El 

Salvador, Nicaragua (Contras), and Afghanistan (Mujahaddin)  

5. Anti-terrorism 

a. Terrorism became a problem in the 1980s 

b. Ex: Reagan deployed fighters to bomb Libya and Muammar al-Qadaffi’s 

camps  

H. Iran-Contra Scandal  

1. Iran needed money to fight Iraq 

2. The government had sold weapons to Iran to release hostages and then funneled 

some of the money to aid the Contras in Nicaragua in their fight against anti-

American Sandinistas  

3. Lt. Colonel Oliver North was the point man for the transactions  

4. Boland Amendment: prohibited any U.S. agency from spending money in 

Central America in order to avoid another Vietnam  

5. Much lying and other misdeeds by the Reagan administration but was never able 

to directly link the President himself to the scandal  

6. The “Teflon President” 

a. Nothing, not even the Iran-Contra Scandal seemed to stick to Reagan  

b. Only a minor drop in approval rating  

 

VI. George H.W. Bush (1989-1993) 

A. George Bush 

1. A New Englander from an affluent family who established strong ties in Texas 

2. Former director of the CIA 

3. Reagan’s vice president for both terms (1981-1989) 

B. Election of 1988 

1. Bush (R) vs. Michael Dukakis (D) 

2. Bush benefited being Reagan’s vice president; the Reagan legacuy was still very 

strong  

3. Bush made the curious choice of selecting little-known Dan Quayle as his vice 

president  
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4. Bush’s campaign promise: “Read my lips, no new taxes.” 

5. Bush won easily  

a. Especially strong support from middle class voters 

b. But 88% of blacks voted for Dukakis  

C. Savings and Loan Scandal  

D. Foreign policy 

1. Bush played a significant role in the end of the Cold War as both the Berlin Wall 

fell (November 1989) and the collapse of the Soviet Union (25 December 1991) 

occurred in his term  

2. Invasion of Panama (December 1989) 

a. 27,000 troops were sent to overthrow Manuel Noriega, a dictator and drug 

trafficker  

b. Largest troop deployment since Vietnam  

3. The Persian Gulf War  

a. 2 August 1990: Iraqi forces under Saddam Hussein invaded the “lost 

province” of Kuwait 

b. Operation Desert Storm: U.S. troop build-up in Saudi Arabia to prevent a 

possible Iraqi invasion 

c. The United Nations issued an ultimatum  to withdraw by January 15, 1991 

d. An international coalition led by the United States formed in Saudi Arabia 

(690,000 troops, 420,000 were Americans; but also include nations such as 

Britain and Muslim nations such as Egypt) 

e. Operation Desert Storm: the allied coalition easily expelled Iraqi forces 

from Kuwait; one of the most decisive conflicts in modern history  

i. Ex: of about 4,280 Iraqi tanks, Allied forces destroyed at least 

3,847 

ii. Americans sustained 148 battlefield deaths versus an undetermined 

number of Iraqi killed or wounded  

f. Several weeks of aerial bombardment softened up Iraqi forces and a ground 

offensive lasting only 100 hours finished off the Iraqi Army  

g. Did not drive into Iraq because the objective was to liberate Kuwait  

h. But did the war end too soon? Saddam Hussein remained in power and 

much of his vaunted Republican Guard remained largely intact  

E. Domestic policy 

1. Little significant domestic legislation  

2. The Americans With Disabilities Act (1990) was probably his greatest domestic 

achievement  

3. Recession in the final months of his administration 

a. Bush was forced to renege on his campaign promise of no new taxes 

b. Continued deficits and the national debt increased by $1 trillion- his most 

pressing domestic issue  

c. Perception he was doing little to deal with the recession   

d. Bush’s approval rating plummeted from the end of the Gulf War to the end 

of his administration because of a lagging economy  

 

VII. The End of the Cold War  

A. Series of Soviet leaders after Leonid Breznev’s death in the late 1970s 

B. Mikhail Gorbachev 

1. Assumed power in the USSR in March 1985 

2. Set the USSR on a path of reform 

a. Glasnost: “openness” 

i. Abolished some censorship and tried to encourage more public 

debate  

ii. Greater freedom of expression  

b. Perestroika: “restructuring” 

c. Demokratizatsiya: democratization of politics  
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3. Led to a thaw in the Cold War because Gorbachev was somebody the West 

could work with as Margaret Thatcher pointed out  

a. Ex: Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty (1987)- banned all intermediate 

range missiles  

b. Ex: meeting between Reagan and Gorbachev in Reykjavik, Iceland  

4. Different from previous Soviet leaders  

a. Previous Soviet leaders viewed U.S. military buildup as a sign of U.S. 

expansionist policies but Gorbachev acknowledged U.S. military buildup 

was a response to Soviet military buildup  

b. Reduction of Soviet forces 

c. Departure from the Brezhnev Doctrine of intervening in Eastern European 

communist states  

d. 1988-1989: withdrawal from Afghanistan  

C. Demise of communism in Eastern Europe  

1. The Solidarity Movement in Poland led by Lech Walesa  

2. Ex: Hungary and Czechoslovakia  

3. Unlike in the past, the Soviets allowed this to proceed peacefully  

D. Fall of the Berlin Wall (November 1989)  

1. Remember the symbolic significance of the Berlin Wall during the Cold War 

2. Demonstrated the Soviet’s control was slipping and the Cold War was ending 

3. October 1990: unification of East and West Germany 

E. China and North Korea 

1. China 

a. June 1989: the Chinese government brutally suppressed student 

demonstrations in Tiananmen Square  

b. Remains communist even though they have loosened up a little bit 

2. North Korea remains rigidly communist, arguably the most totalitarian 

government in the world today  

F. Crumbling of the USSR 

1. Had experienced economic decline because communism is a flawed system  

2. Several Soviet republics declared their independence 

a. The Ukraine 

b. The Baltic States (ex: Lithuania, Estonia, and Latvia) 

3. August 1991: failed coup from Soviet hardliners 

4. 25 December 1991: the Soviet Union formally dissolved when the Soviet flag 

was lowered from the Kremlin for the last time  

5. Bush called for a “New World Order” where democracy would reign supreme 

G. Why did the Soviets lose the Cold War?  

 

VIII. Bill Clinton (1993-2001) 

A. Bill Clinton 

1. Very humble roots 

2. Former governor of Arkansas 

3. Very adept and skillful politician 

4. Married to the very ambitious and intelligent  Hillary Rodham Clinton 

5. Democratic Leadership Council  

a. Realized the Democratic Party had become too liberal for many Americans  

b. Moved the Democratic Party to more of the center   

B. Election of 1992 

1. Bill Clinton (D) vs. George Bush (R) vs. Ross Perot (Independent) 

2. Ross Perot 

a. A billionaire from Texas 

b. In the mid-1980s had been the driving force behind the “no pass, no play” 

rule in Texas 

c. Emphasized government inefficiency and the deficit 

d. Made the best showing by a third party candidate since 1912  
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3. Clinton capitalized on the sluggish economy 

a. “It’s the economy stupid.” 

b. Demonstrated the importance the state of the economy plays on American 

voting patterns  

4. At times Bush seemed aloof and indifferent- ex: during the televised presidential 

debates when he kept looking at his watch  

5. Bush had gone from having one of the highest approval ratings in the post-

World War II period only to be defeated 20 months later  

C. Domestic policy 

1. Early in his presidency he wanted to lift the ban on gays in the military  

a. Widespread opposition from the military and the public 

b. Lacked credibility because he had avoided the draft during Vietnam  

c. “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”  

2. Health care reform 

a. Wanted to nationalize large portions of the health care system 

b. Too broad and complex for ordinary Americans to understand or support 

c. “Harry and Louise” ads effectively attacked Clinton’s health care plan  

3. The minimum wage was increased 

4. 1998: the federal deficit was the smallest in 30 years  

5. Clinton benefited from a surging economy in the 1990s 

a. The boom of the 1990s was the longest sustained boom  

b. Unemployment fell below 5% in 1997 and remained there for the rest of the 

decade  

c. Technological boom (ex: the Internet) 

d. Low gas prices  

e. Chairman of the Fed: Alan Greenspan  

D. Foreign policy  

1. North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 

a. Brought Canada, Mexico, and the United States into a common market and 

eliminated tariff barriers 

b. Opposed by Perot and Pat Buchanan because of a fear of lost jobs  

c. Perot said that “great sucking sound” you heard was the loss of American 

jobs  

d. Probably Clinton’s greatest foreign policy accomplishment  

2. The former Soviet Union 

a. Boris Yeltsin: president of Russia  

b. Expansion of NATO to include Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic 

c. Assisted free market reforms in the Eastern Bloc 

d. Program to limit the former Soviet nuclear stockpile (ex: the Ukraine 

surrendered its nuclear stockpile)  

3. Iraq 

a. Continued problems with Saddam Hussein 

b. Cruise missile attacks in 1998 

4. Clinton helped forge a peace between Palestine and Israel  

5. Intervention in Haiti 

6. Somalia 

a. Bush had sent 25,000 troops to Somalia on a humanitarian mission 

b. October 1993: botched attempt to capture a warlord in Mogadishu led to a 

firefight killing 18 Army Rangers and Delta Force operatives; the basis for 

Blackhawk Down 

c. As a result, the United States pulled out of Somalia and did not intervene in 

the genocide of Rwanda that broke out shortly thereafter  

7. The former Yugoslavia 

a. Multi-ethnic hodgepodge of people could not be controlled once the country 

broke apart 
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b. Long-standing tensions between Muslims, Croats, and Serbs, especially in 

Bosnia-Herzegovina  

c. Ethnic cleansing in Serbia 

d. Clinton helped topple Serbian leader Slobodan Milosevic  

e. Kosovo 

f. Dayton Accords  

E. Battling with the Republicans 

1. 1994: the Republicans took control of both houses in the mid-term elections 

2. Newt Gingrich 

a. Republican Congressman from Georgia, Speaker of the House  

b. Contract With America: called for a balanced budget amendment, tax 

reductions, decreased federal spending, line-item veto, and term limits for 

Congress  

3. Government shutdown 

a. Hurt the Republicans and Newt Gingrich  

4. Did force Clinton to adopt the Welfare Reform Bill of 1996 

5. Election of 1996 

a. Clinton (D) vs. Bob Dole (R)  

b. Bob Dole, a World War II veteran, was a lackluster candidate because he 

was too old  

c. In contrast, Clinton was very youthful  

d. Clinton won easily  

F. Scandal 

1. Whitewater 

a. Real estate development that Bill and Hillary were very involved with  

b. Investigated by Special Prosecutor Kenneth Starr  

2. Travelgate 

3. Paula Jones 

a. Accusations from Clinton while he was governor of Arkansas 

b. There were other women as well who accused Clinton infidelity  

4. Monica Lewinsky  

a. Intern who had 9 meetings with the President between November 1995 and 

1997 

b. “I have never had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky.” 

c. Special Prosecutor Kenneth Starr 

d. Hillary Clinton claimed a “right-wing conspiracy” was working against her 

husband 

e. Hillary stood by her husband echoing Loretta Lynn’s famous song: “Stand 

By Your Man” 

f. The House voted on two counts of impeachment (obstruction of justice and 

perjury) but the Senate failed to convict  

 

IX. George W. Bush (2001-2009) 

A. George W. Bush  

1. Son of former president George H.W. Bush 

2. Had been an oilman and owner of the Texas Rangers 

3. Governor of Texas  

4. Championed “compassionate conservatism” 

B. 2000 Election 

1. Bush (R) vs. Al Gore (D) vs. Ralph Nader (Green) 

2. Extremely close election with disputed results in Florida 

a. The media mistakenly called the election twice 

b. The initial results declared Bush the winner of florida and with Florida 

Bush had enough electoral votes to be declared the victor 

c. Gore’s people demanded a recount  

d. Antiquated punch card machines and the infamous “hanging chads”  
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3. The Supreme Court  

a. The Florida Supreme Court ruled in favor of a recount 

b. The United States Supreme Court overruled the Florida Supreme Court and 

there was no recount (5-4) 

4. The situation was made worse by the fact that Gore had won the popular vote 

but lost the electoral vote 

a. Calls for electoral reform  

b. Bush had won the South and Midwest while Gore won both coasts  

C. Domestic Policy 

1. No Child Left Behind 

D. Foreign Policy 

1. Bush’s presidency has been shaped primarily by 9/11, the War on Terrorism, 

Afghanistan, and Iraq 

2. Unilateralism  

E. 2004 Election 

1. Bush (R) vs. John Kerry (D) 

2. John Kerry 

a. Senator from Massachusetts, very liberal  

b. Nominated John Edwards of North Carolina to help him in the South  

3. Like the 2000 Election it was very close 

a. Bush won the South and middle America 

b. Kerry won both coasts 

c. Ohio proved to be the swing state with Bush winning 

F. Pretty severe recession at the end of his term  

G. The jury is still out on the Bush administration 

 

X. Barack Obama (2009-) 

A. Barack Obama 

1. Senator from Illinois 

2. 1
st
 African-American President 

B. Health care form 

1. Upheld by the Supreme Court  

C. Killing of Osama Bin Laden  

D. The jury is still out on the Obama administration  
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Issues Facing Modern America 
 

I. The Supreme Court 

A. “Equal Justice Under Law”: the motto etched on the Supreme Court building 

B. Very important because it determines the constitutionality of issues ranging from civil 

rights to the rights of criminals, abortion, school prayer, etc.  

C. What should be the role of the courts? judicial activism vs. judicial restraint 

D. The Warren Court (1953-1969) issued landmark decisions on the following issues: civil 

rights, personal freedoms and liberties, equal apportionment, and the rights of suspects 

and criminal procedure 

E. Civil rights 

1. Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 

a. Overturned Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) and declared “separate but 

equal” to be unconstitutional  

b. Brown II (1955): declared desegregation must occur “with all deliberate 

speed” 

2. Boyington v. Virginia (1960): ruled segregation on interstate busing to be 

unconstitutional  

3. Heart of Atlanta Motel (1964): upheld the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

4. South Carolina v. Katzenbach (1966): upheld the Voting Rights Act of 

1965 

F. Libertarianism: maximizing personal freedoms and liberties  

1. Griswold v. Connecticut (1965) 

a. Connecticut law made it illegal to dispense birth control information 

and devices 

b. Ester Griswold, director of Planned Parenthood in Connecticut, 

challenged the Connecticut law 

c. The Court ruled 7-2 to overturn the Connecticut law  

2. Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) 

a. An eighth grader, Mary Beth Tinker, was expelled for wearing a black 

armband protesting the Vietnam War 

b. The Court upheld the right of “symbolic speech” 

3. Kinsey v. United States (1962) 

a. Dr. Alfred Kinsey studied human sexuality at Indiana University  

b. The Comstock Act of 1873: series of acts that dealt with morality (ex: 

anti-obscenity laws) and prohibited the mailing or transport of 

“obscene, lewd, or lascivious materials.”  

c. Postal agents seized pornography  

d. The Court ruled this was a violation of the First Amendment  

4. Engle v. Vitale (1962) and School District of Abington Township v. 

Schempp (1963) 

a. Overruled compulsory school prayer laws 

b. One Southern Congressman complained the Court had “put the 

Negroes in the schools and now they’ve driven God out”  

c. Difficult to enforce at events such as football games  

5. Santa Fe ISD v. Doe (2000): found Santa Fe ISD’s policy of allowing 

student-led prayer at high school football games to be unconstitutional  

G. Equal apportionment 

1. Baker v. Carr (1962) 

a. Rural areas in Tennessee were overrepresented 

b. The Court ruled it could hear reapportionment cases (overturned a 

decision it had made in the 1940s) 

2. Wesberry v. Sanders (1964) 

3. Reynolds v. Simms (1964) 
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a. Disproportionate representation of rural areas in legislative districts in 

the South (ex: in Georgia the largest district had 41 times more voters 

than the smallest) 

b. Established the principle of “one person-one vote” 

c. Warren: “Legislators represent people, not trees or acres. Legislators 

are elected by voters, not farms or cities or economic interests.”  

d. Warren later said this was the most important case in his tenure  

H. The rights of suspects and criminal procedure 

1. Mapp v. Ohio (1961) 

a. The police believed Dolloree Mapp was harboring a fugitive and 

searched her apartment without a search warrant 

b. Ruled the police needed a search warrant in order to obtain evidence  

2. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) 

a. Clarence Gideon was accused of robbing a pool hall but could not 

afford an attorney 

b. The Court ruled a trial would be unfair “if the man charged with a 

crime has to face his accusers without a lawyer to assist him” because it 

violated due process  

c. This is why the state provides a lawyer to defendants if they cannot 

afford one in criminal cases  

d. Dramatically increased the number of lawyers- there are more lawyers 

in the United States than the rest of the world combined  

3. Miranda v. Arizona (1966) 

a. Ernesto Miranda was accused of raping a teenager and he was not 

informed of his rights 

b. Established the “Miranda” warning- the reading of rights to suspects 

(“You have the right to remain silent….”) 

c. Ironically Miranda would be fatally stabbed and his killer was read the 

Miranda warning  

4. Escobedo v. Illinois (1964) 

a. Danny Escobedo had been picked up for murder and was repeatedly 

denied the right to see a lawyer  

b. A defendant must be allowed access to an attorney before questioning  

5. Many conservatives complained that Warren’s rulings put the criminals 

back on the streets and hamstrung law enforcement  

a. Ex: the ultraconservative John Birch Society who wanted to impeach 

Earl Warren  

I. The death penalty 

1. Furman v. Georgia (1972) 

a. Problem of a disproportionate number of death sentences to black 

males 

b. The Court struck down the Georgia law 

c. But many states simply revised their capital punishment laws  

J. Texas v. Johnson (1989)  

1. Upheld the First Amendment right to burn the American flag as an act of 

symbolic speech  

2. Justice William Brennan: “If there is a bedrock principle underlying the 

First Amendment, it is that government may not prohibit the expression of 

an idea simply because society finds the idea offensive or disagreeable.”  

3. Great deal of outrage at the decision but a proposed amendment to prohibit 

the burning of the flag failed  

K. The Court will continue to rule on important issues in the future 

1. This is why it is so important who the president nominates for the Supreme 

Court  

2. During his first term Barack Obama was able to appoint 2 justices  
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II. Women and the Family 

A. Feminism of the Sixties and Seventies 

1. Betty Friedan and The Feminine Mystique (1963) 

2. The National Organization for Women (NOW) 

a. Founded in 1966 

b. Led by Betty Friedan and Eleanor Smeal  

c. Calls for increased maternity leaves and government-funding for day 

care centers  

3. Failure of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) 

a. Fell three states short of ratification 

b. Many felt it was redundant  

c. Opposed by anti-feminists such as Phyllis Schlafly because it was a 

threat to traditional social standards 

4. Title IX: created opportunities in collegiate sports 

a. Today there are professional sports leagues (ex: WNBA) 

b. Women athletes such as Mia Hamm are role models for girls 

c. Studies show girls who participate in athletics have higher self-esteem, 

have lower teen pregnancy rates, etc. than girls who do not  

5. Growth of women’s studies programs 

B. Radical feminism 

1. New group of radical feminists from the baby boomer generation 

2. The Women’s International Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell (WITCH) 

headed by Robin Morgan  

3. Protest of the Miss America Pageant in 1968; crowned a sheep as queen  

4. Lesser challenges to societal norms 

a. Should I use Mrs., Ms., or Miss? 

b. Some even reject the concept of marriage 

c. Men across college campuses wondered whether to open doors for 

female students  

C. The Sexual Revolution  

1. Increased premarital sex 

2. 1960: the FDA approved the “pill” 

3. Really hurt when AIDS hit the scene in the 1980s 

D. Abortion 

1. Perhaps the most controversial issue in the United States today (ex: 

bombings of abortion clinics) 

2. “Right to life” vs. pro-choice 

3. Roe v. Wade (1973) 

a. In 1973 only four states guaranteed access to an abortion 

b. Texas law banned abortion 

c. Norma McCorvey using the pseudonym “Jane Roe” challenged the 

Texas law 

d. The Supreme Court struck down state laws forbidding abortion based 

on the right to privacy (7-2) 

e. McCorvey later became an opponent of abortion  

4. Restrictions on abortion  

a. Hyde Amendment (1978): cannot use federal funds to pay for abortion  

b. Webster v. Reproductive Health Services (1989): upheld a Missouri law 

forbidding any institution receiving state funds to perform abortions  

c. Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992): upheld a Pennsylvania law 

placing various restrictions on abortion, including a 24-hour waiting 

period  

E. Problems facing women today 

1. Violence 

a. Rape 

b. Domestic abuse 
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2. The over-sexualiation of women  

a. Seen in the media 

b. Pornography  

c. Increase in the number of “gentlemen’s” clubs 

3. Sexual harassment 

a. Ex: the case of Clarence Thomas- a Supreme Court nominee, who was 

accused of sexual harassment by Anita Hill  

4. Working women 

a. Women make only 76.5 cents per dollar made by men 

b. The “glass ceiling”: difficulties moving into higher-level positions 

a. Make up only ¼ of the nation’s lawyers, judges, and doctors  

c. Balancing a career and family 

5. Increasing number of single mothers 

F. Decline of the traditional family 

1. In the 1990s ½ of marriages ended in divorce  

2. Fewer children, more single mothers and people are delaying marriage 

3. School violence such as Columbine Massacre (1999) 

a. Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris killed 13 students, a teacher, and 

themselves in a deadly rampage 

b. Attributed to everything from decline of family values, school bullying, 

video games, and violence in the media  

c. Other examples of school shootings: Jonesboro, Arkansas and Paducah, 

Kentucky  

d. Virginia Tech shooting (2007) 

e. The Brady Bill: gun control legislation  

G. Women in politics 

1. Sandra Day O’Connor: first women nominated to the Supreme Court  

a. Today, there are three female Supreme Court justices: Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg, Sonia Sotomayor, and Elena Kagan  

2. Condoleezza Rice 

a. Former National Security Advisor 

b. Secretary of State  

3. 76 women in the House of Representatives in 2012 (of 435) 

4. 17women serving in the Senate in 2012 

5. Will there be a woman president in the next 25 years?  

a. Sarah Palin was the Republican Vice Presidential nominee in 2008 

b. Hillary Rodham Clinton seriously challenged Barack Obama for the 

Democrat nomination in 2012 

H. Women in the United States are arguably the freest than any other women in the world  

 

III. African-Americans 

A. White flight caused the inner cities to be ghettos filled with minorities and suburbs 

having affluent whites  

 

High School % White % African-American % Hispanic 

McKinney High 56.1% 12.3% 25.5% 

McKinney Boyd 66.5% 9.6% 18.5% 

Highland Park HS 90.7% 0.4% 4.9% 

South Oak Cliff HS 0.3% 73.4% 25.3% 

Thomas Jefferson HS 

(Dallas) 

1.4% 4.4% 94% 

Pinkston High 

(Dallas) 

0.7% 28.2% 69.3% 

Allen High 62.3% 10.2% 13.8% 
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B. Busing 

1. Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971): ruled in favor 

of the use of busing to racial balance in public schools 

2. Milliken v. Bradley (1974): ruled desegregation plans could not require 

students to move across district lines 

C. Affirmative Action 

1. Set of policies to open opportunities in business and education for members 

of minority groups  by allowing race and gender to be factors in admittance  

2. Whites complained of “reverse discrimination” 

a. But in reality with the surge of baby boomers- it was simply a more 

competitive environment  

3. Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978) dealt with 

affirmative action 

a. White males opposed affirmative action as “reverse discrimination” 

b. The regents of California argued they had a “compelling state interest” 

to implement racial quotas because only 2% of the state’s doctors were 

minorities  

c. Allan Bakke, a qualified white applicant to a California medical school, 

was rejected because so many spots were allotted to minorities  

d. The Court ruled for the elimination of racial quotas although race could 

be taken into account but could not be the deciding factor in admissions 

decision  

D. Lower social economic status 

1. Urban ghettos 

2. Unemployment rate for black males is 2 times that for white males  

3. However, there is a growing black middle class  

E. Politics 

1. African-Americans traditionally vote for the Democratic Party 

2. Douglas Wilder: 1
st
 African-American state governor (Virginia) 

3. Barack Obama: 1
st
 African-American POTUS 

4. Increasing number of black politicians who are able to appeal to a broad 

range of voters 

F. Hip hop music  

1. Ex: groups such as NWA, TuPac Shakur, and Public Enemy  

2. Often express the anger and frustration of young black men in run-down 

urban areas  

G. Rodney King Riots (April 1992) 

1. Rodney King was a black motorist who was beaten by Los Angeles police 

officers 

2. The officers were acquitted despite the incident being captured on video 

3. Race riots in South Central Los Angeles  

a. Left 53 dead 

b. >$1 billion in damages  

H. O.J. Simpson Trial 

1. O.J. Simpson was a prominent African-American athlete 

2. June 1994: O.J. was accused of killing his wife- Nicole Brown Simpson, 

and her male acquaintance- Ronald Goldman   

3. Acquitted of killing his wife and her male friend 

4. The verdict polarized whites and blacks 

a. Whites overwhelmingly believed it was a travesty of justice 

b. Blacks were elated 

I. Other issues 

1. Controversies over issues such as “racial profiling” 

2. Conservative whites are tired of the “race card” being played 

 

IV. The Newest Immigrants 
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A. The 2000 Census found nearly 1 in 10 Americans were foreign-born 

B. Immigration Act of 1965 

1. Eliminated the quotas from the immigration acts of the 1920s 

2. Led to large numbers of non-European immigrants for the first time in 

American history  

3. Asians and Latin Americans 

C. Hispanics 

1. Their large numbers in the Southwest enable them to retain their language 

and culture 

2. Discriminated against in the 1950s 

a. Ex: segregation laws  

b. Operation Wet Back: deportations  

3. Have surpassed African-Americans in numbers  

4. Flood of illegal immigrants  

5. Low social economic status 

a. High birth rates 

b. High dropout rates 

c. High poverty rates  

6. César Chávez 

a. Organized the United Farm Workers 

b. Boycotts of grapes and lettuce  

c. Assisted by Dolores Huerta  

7. Ethnic pride 

a. “Brown Power” 

b. La Raza and the Brown Berets 

c. Chicanos  

8. The courts and Hispanics 

a. Gus Garcia: civil rights attorney who is the equivalent of Thurgood 

Marshall to Mexican-Americans 

b. Delgado v. Bastrop (1948): Texas case that made the segregation of 

Mexican-American children illegal 

c. Hernandez v. Texas (1950): the Court ruled you could not prohibit 

Mexican-Americans from serving on juries 

d. Edgewood ISD v. Kirby (1981): Texas Supreme Court case that 

supported Robin Hood plan to redistribute funds for the state’s poorest 

districts  

9. Anti-immigrant sentiments 

a. Proposition 187 in California in 1994voted to deny most services to 

illegal immigrants 

b. Fears they are not assimilating as fast as past groups 

D. Asian-Americans 

1. Starting in the mid-1970s large numbers of “boat people” from Southeast 

Asia flooded into the United States  

2. The fastest growing minority group 

a. Only 4% of the U.S. population but projected to be 10% by 2050 

3. The “model minority” 

a. Hard-working 

b. Assimilation 

c. Emphasis on education  

4. The Asian American Political Movement  

E. Multiculturalism 

1. Movement that emphasizes the unique attributes and achievements of 

traditionally marginalized groups and recent immigrants  

2. Multiculturalism challenges the “Eurocentric” bias in society  

3. “Diversity” is a good thing  

4. Melting pot vs. mosaic view 
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a. Melting pot is more ethnocentric and less politically correct 

b. The mosaic view demonstrates that each culture is able to maintain its 

positive traits while contributing to the larger society as a whole (fruit 

salad analogy or a symphony) 

 

V. Other Minorities 

A. Native Americans 

1. Termination: an end to official recognition of Indians as legal entities  

2. Ethnic pride 

a. American Indian Movement (AIM) 

b. Protest at Alcatraz  

c. Wounded Knee: brief skirmish with federal agents in 1973 

d. “Red Power” 

e. Books such as Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee by Dee Brown and 

Black Elk Speaks  

3. Some reservations resemble Third World countries  

a. High rates of poverty and alcoholism  

b. But by 2000 about ½ lived away from reservations  

B. Homosexuals 

1. Discrimination against homosexuals 

a. Homosexuality was associated with sexually deviant behavior, perverts, 

communism, and mental disorders; idea that gays were promiscuous by 

nature  

b. Executive Order 10450 (1953): banned homosexuals from working for 

the federal government- classified them as security threats 

c. Sterilization attempts  

d. Public shaming  

e. Homophobic “warning” films such as “Boys Beware”  

2. Stonewall Riots (Summer 1969) 

a. Stonewall Inn was a gay nightclub in New York City 

b. Clash between gays and police  

c. Defining even for gay pride movement  

3. Gay rights organizations 

a. Mattachine Society: 1
st
 major group 

b. Gay Liberation Front  

4. More accepting environment than 25 years ago 

a. Ex: in 1973 the American Psychiatric Association finally dropped 

homosexuality from its classification of treatable mental illnesses  

b. More and more Americans are coming out of the closet 

c. Openly gay celebrities such as Ellen Generes and Rosie O’Donnell 

d. Shows such as Will and Grace and Queer Eye for the Straight Guy  

e. Highly acclaimed films such Brokeback Mountain (2005) 

5. The fight continues 

a. 1993: Clinton’s efforts to lift the ban on gays in the military failed with 

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” which has recently been lifted  

b. Gay marriages in the near future? 

i. 2004: Massachusetts was the first state to legalize gay 

marriage  

E. The disabled 

1. Americans With Disabilities Act (1990): provided for accommodations for the 

disabled in public places such as hand rails  

2. The disabled in the United States are treated better than anywhere in the world at 

any time in history. We are far more tolerant than in the past- ex: we don’t call 

the disabled “cripples” anymore  

 

XI. The Aging of America 
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A. Increasing number of senior citizens 

1. The Baby Boomers (born 1946-1964) will first reach the age of 65 in the year 

2011 

2. Americans are living longer 

3. It is estimated 1/5 of Americans will be >65 in 2030 

B. This will create strains on society 

1. Increasing health care costs 

a. Shortage of nurses 

b. High cost of prescription drugs 

c. Combined with the double-whammy of rising obesity rates  

2. Social Security and Medicare costs will soar 

C. A powerful voting bloc  

1. American Association of Retired People (AARP): one of the most powerful 

interest groups  

2. Far more likely vote than younger people  

3. Politicians have to take into account the senior citizens, especially as the Baby 

Boomers become senior citizens  

 

XII. The War on Drugs and AIDS  

A. The War on Drugs 

1. “Just Say No” campaign in the 1980s 

2. Correlation with crime 

a. In 1987 it was found >70% of all arrested for burglary in Manhattan tested 

positive for drugs  

3. Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 

4. Efforts to destroy production facilities in South America  

5. Rise of crack cocaine 

a. Cheap derivative of cocaine 

b. Highly addictive  

c. Took off in urban ghettos  

B. AIDS 

1. Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) 

2. Initially thought to be a disease effecting homosexuals only 

a. Initially called Gay-Related Immune Deficiency (GRID) 

3. Critics claimed the problem was largely ignored by the Reagan Administration  

4. Prominent Americans with HIV or AIDS such as Magic Johnson have raised 

awareness and that AIDS does not only affect homosexuals  

5. In fact, minorities and young people have the fastest growing AIDS rates  

6. AIDS is ravaging Africa 

 

XIII. Environmentalism 

A. Increasing environmental awareness  

1. The Cuyahoga River in Cleveland was so polluted that it actually caught fire 

2. Silent Spring (1962) by Rachel Carson 

a. Showed how harmful pesticides, especially DDT, were to the environment  

b. “For the first time in the history of the world every human is now subjected 

to contact with dangerous chemicals.”  

3. Earth Day was established in 1970 

B. Legislation and government regulation 

1. 1970: creation of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

2. Clean Air Act of 1970 

3. Endangered Species Act of 1973 

C. Alternative energy sources 

1. The United States cannot continue to be a gas guzzling nation  

a. Fossil fuels are a non-renewable resource  

2. Nuclear power 
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a. Has great potential 

b. Disasters such as Three-Mile Island (1979) and the meltdown at Chernobyl 

in the Soviet Union (1986) have made it an unattractive alternative for 

many Americans  

3. Solar power 

4. Wind 

D. Environmental houses 

1. Toxic dumping at Love Canal near Niagara Falls  

2. Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989 

3. Gulf oil spill (2010) 

E. A cleaner environment 

1. Fewer smog alerts than 30 years ago  

2. Our rivers and lakes today are cleaner today than in the 1970s 

3. Development of more fuel efficient cars (ex: the Honda Hybrid) 

4. Harmful chemicals such as DDT are no longer used 

F. People are more aware of environmental issues and doing something about it 

1. Recycling 

2. Angry at environmental disasters such as oil spills  

G. The continued threat to the environment 

1. Each week more species are added to the endangered species list 

2. Rapidly growing global population 

3. Hole in the Ozone layer and global warming  

 

XIV. Technological Revolutions and Globalization 

A. The computer age 

1. Silicon Valley, California  

2. Miniaturization 

a. Computers have gotten smaller 

b. In the 1940s computers literally took up an entire room 

c. Today we have laptop computers  

3. The personal computer 

a. Bill Gates and Microsoft 

b. Companies such as Dell and Gateway have made personal computers more 

affordable  

4. The Internet 

a. The “information superhighway” 

b. Initially developed for military purposes (ARPANET) 

c. Has radically transformed the world 

5. Computers affect almost every aspect of our lives 

B. Genetic engineering  

1. Dolly: the first cloned sheep 

2. Stem-cell research 

a. Strong belief that by studying these stem cells of embryos the cures for 

many diseases such as Alzheimer’s can be found 

b. Championed by Christopher Reeves (paralysis), Michael J. Fox 

(Parkinson’s disease) and Ronald Reagan’s family (Alzheimer’s)  

3. The ethics of such science is controversial  

C. Growing gap between the rich and poor 

1. Large numbers of homeless during the 1980s 

2. 12.7% fall below the poverty line 

a. 8.2% of whites 

b. 26.1% of African-Americans 

c. 25.6% of Hispanics 

3. Growing gap between rich and poor countries  

D. Globalization 

1. Powerful global corporations 
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a. Ex: Wal-Mart, Barnes & Noble, Blockbuster, McDonalds, Coca-Cola  

b. Wal-Mart is expanding into the world’s largest market: China  

2. Prevalence of American ideas 

a. Ex: Hollywood  

b. Resentment from other countries who cry of cultural imperialism  

3. CNN and cable news 

a. Ted Turner’s CNN led the revolution 

b. Really took off as a result of its coverage of the Gulf War 

c. Other cable news networks: Fox News and MSNBC 

4. The world is a smaller place and it makes many uneasy 

5. Many oppose globalization 

a. Ex: 1999 protests of the World Trade Organization meetings in Seattle   

6. Outsourcing 

a. Decline of U.S. industry as jobs go overseas to cheaper labor 

b. The service industry is rapidly growing in the United States  

 

XV. 9/11 and the War on Terror 

A. Terrorism before 9/11 

1. The 1972 Munich Olympics 

a. Terrorists seized a compound where Israeli athletes were staying and 

executing 2 Israeli athletes and 7 other hostages  

b. The Israelis later hunted down and killed all involved  

2. 1980s 

a. Several hijackings of planes and even a cruise liner 

b. Attack on an American night club in Berlin  

c. 1989: a bomb detonated on Pan Am 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland killing 

259 on board and 11 on the ground  

3. 1993: first bombing of the World Trade Center 

a. Explosives were detonated in the basement  

b. Caused little damage and killed only 6 civilians but injured over 1,000  

4. 1998: bombing of U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania 

5. 2000: attack on the U.S.S. Cole- killing 17 American sailors  

B. Domestic terrorism 

1. It is important to remember terrorism can be homegrown 

2. 1993: ATF forces attempted to raid the Branch Davidian compound in Waco 

a. The Branch Davidians led by David Koresh were arming themselves to the 

teeth to prepare for Armageddon  

b. 19 April 1993: a two-month siege results in a fire killing more than 100 

Davidians 

3. Oklahoma City Bombing (19 April 1995) 

a. Perhaps retaliation for Waco (anniversary of Lexington and Concord and 

the Waco tragedy) 

b. Timothy McVeigh detonated a Ryder truck full of explosives next to 

Murrah Federal building killing 168 

4. The “militia movement” 

a. Right-wing fanatics  

b. Nearly 150 militia units in 33 states 

c. Fear the power of the federal government  

d. Train and form quasi-military units  

5. The Uni-bomber: Theodore Kaczynski   

a. Blamed modern technology for humans’ problems 

b. Sent 16 mail bombs between 1978 and 1996  

C. Reasons for anti-American sentiments in the Islamic world  

1. The United States is typically pro-Israeli 

2. Fear Americanization of their culture 

3. See the United States as infidels  
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D. Osama Bin Laden and Al Qaeda 

1. Al Qaeda 

a. Extensive terrorist network with cells all over the Middle East, Europe, 

Southeast Asia, and even the United States 

b. Fanatic and resourceful, will do anything to inflict as much damage on the 

United States as possible  

c. The most prominent of several terror networks around the world  

2. Osama Bin Laden 

a. Multibillionaire from Saudi Arabia  

b. Charismatic 

c. The financial backer and figurehead of Al Qaeda 

E. 9/11 

1. Four planes were hijacked by 19 Al Qaeda operatives 

a. Two crashed into the World Trade Center 

b. One crashed into the Pentagon 

c. Another was brought down by passengers in a field outside Shanksville, 

Pennsylvania   

2. The United States realized the threat of terrorism 

3. Arguably the worst day in United States history  

F. The War on Terrorism 

1. Fighting terrorism at home 

a. Creation of the Department of Homeland Security headed by Tom Ridge 

b. Increased security measures 

c. The Patriot Act  

2. Afghanistan 

a. Rid Afghanistan of the Taliban who had allowed Al Qaeda to train and 

operate freely in the country  

b. Special forces searching for Al Qaeda operatives and Bin Laden in the 

mountains of Afghanistan  

c. U.S. troops today are training the Afghan National Army  

3. The Second Gulf War (2003) 

a. President Bush’s goals: to overthrow Saddam Hussein and eliminate 

weapons of mass destruction 

b. The American effort was opposed by many prominent nations, especially 

France 

c. The Iraqi army was quickly defeated and the United States occupied Iraq 

4. The occupation of Iraq 

a. The United States hopes to create a democratic Iraq 

b. June 2004: Iraq was permitted a degree of self-rule  

c. Insurgents have been persistent (ex: Fallujah)  

d. Will Iraq be another quagmire like Vietnam?  

5. Killing of Osama Bin Laden (May 2011) 

 

XVI. What lies ahead for the United States in the 21st Century? 

 

 

 

 

 


